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IN RECOGNITION OF ROSELLA
PURCELL ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JAHANA HAYES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mrs. HAYES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Rosella Purcell, of Southbury,
Connecticut, who will celebrate her 100th
birthday on March 27, 2020.

Ms. Purcell is the third youngest of four chil-
dren born to Rose and Jeffrey Donahue. While
her older brothers, John and Joseph, have
passed away, her “kid brother” Jeff is just as
healthy as his older sister at the youthful age
of 96. The two of them still enjoy their con-
versations on the phone talking about their
memories of growing up in Danbury, Con-
necticut, and raising their families that now
spread across four generations.

During World War 1, Ms. Purcell was a first
lieutenant in United States Army, serving as a
nurse at Fort Devens, Massachusetts. In
1951, she married James Purcell, a veteran
who served in the Atlantic Theater in General
George S. Patton’s Third Army. Together they
raised three children: Jay, Rosemary, and
John. In addition to her children, Ms. Purcell
has four grandchildren and 3 great grand-
children.

Memories abound for the Purcell family of
family  gatherings, most notably  at
Misquamicut Beach in Westerly, Rhode Island,
where they have vacationed regularly for the
past 60 years. There, her children and grand-
children would spend hours on their bikes or
in the ocean riding waves, playing endless
games in the backyard of the family beach
cottage, and riding the merry-go-round at
Watch Hill hoping to capture the elusive gold
ring.

When asked what makes Ms. Purcell such
a special lady, family members will say her
faith, sense of humor, and sincerity. While she
has dealt with hardships in recent years, she
remains steadfast to her faith—a faith that
continues to guide her through each day and
passing night. To this day, Ms. Purcell re-
mains in good health and her mind is as sharp
as ever.

It is amazing to think about the history that
Ms. Purcell has witnessed in her 100 years,
from the Great Depression and World War I,
to Neil Armstrong’s first step on the moon and
so many other events that have shaped the
20th and 21st centuries. However, what
means the most to Ms. Purcell are the family
members who will gather together to celebrate
her 100th birthday and her family members
who are no longer with us.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in extending warmest wishes to Ms. Pur-
cell for a happy birthday and continued good
health. | would also like to thank her for her
service to our country.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARTHA
D. (PATSY) WHITE

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in memory of Martha D. (Patsy) White,
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who passed away on November 19, 2019, at
the age of 90 after a lifetime of public service
to her community.

Born in 1929, in New York City, Ms. White
spent much of her childhood with her parents
in ltaly and France, where her father was
working prior to World War II. Later, she at-
tended school in Boston, where she graduated
high school and later from Colby Junior Col-
lege in New Hampshire in 1948. She later
moved to San Francisco where she met hus-
band Peter when he was stationed with the
Army in Monterey. They soon married and had
two children Cordie (Cornelia) and David, be-
fore moving to Sacramento and having their
third child, Chip (Frances). In 1963, the family
moved to Marinwood and in 1988 they settled
Novato.

In 1963, Ms. White started working for the
Mill Valley School District, holding several po-
sitions including receptionist, administrative
assistant to three superintendents, and finally
as a business manager. Ms. White went back
to school and received her Bachelor of Arts
with a specially designed degree in Edu-
cational Management in 1978. In addition to
her work with the school district, Ms. White
was also involved in the League of Women
Voters for over 50 years, and she was award-
ed the League’s Bunny Award in 2006. Ms.
White also served on the Marinwood Commu-
nity Services District, cofounded the Marin
Housing Council, and participated in the
Novato Housing Coalition and in the Marin En-
vironmental Housing Collaborative. She also
served on the North Bay YMCA Board, and
was named the YMCA'’s volunteer of the year
in 2005. In 2008, Ms. White was named
Novato’s Citizen of the Year.

Beyond her incredible community service,
Ms. White enjoyed spending her free time en-
tertaining, traveling, swimming, going to the Y,
watching and feeding local birds, knitting,
needlepointing, calligraphy, and water color
painting. Most of all, she loved spending time
with her family and friends.

Ms. White was predeceased by her hus-
band, Peter, in 2018. She is survived by her
sister Cornelia Dimmitt, her daughter Cornelia
and husband George, her sons Francis White
and Dr. David White and David’s wife Judy,
and two grandchildren, Kyle White and Dr.
Ashley White. While she will be greatly
missed, Ms. White’s legacy will live on through
the indelible positive impact she had on her
community and beyond.

———————

COMMEMORATING THE KIWANIS
CLUB OF PASADENA CENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Kiwanis Club of Pasadena upon
its centennial anniversary.

Kiwanis International is a volunteer-led glob-
al organization committed to service and
strengthening goodwill. Since its founding in
1915, Kiwanis has grown to nearly six-hun-
dred thousand members spanning across
eighty countries.

The Kiwanis Club of Pasadena was founded
in 1920 and is one of the oldest Kiwanis Clubs
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in the world. Their objective is to make the
City of Pasadena a better place to live and to
accomplish their goals working together as a
team. The club has approximately forty mem-
bers and supports many organizations that
help the local community. These include Union
Station Homeless Services, where club mem-
bers help prepare, cook, and serve monthly
meals to the shelter's homeless families, Villa
Esperanza Services where members assist
disabled adults in the Pasadena area, through
the Aktion Club, and the Salvation Army.

The club also works with local Key Clubs,
which are international leadership service pro-
grams for high school students, by holding a
“Career Day,” allowing Key Club members to
visit various businesses for a day to learn
about different careers. In addition, the
Kiwanis Club of Pasadena provides annual
educational scholarships to outstanding stu-
dents in the Pasadena area and supports the
Camperships for Kids program for youth to at-
tend summer camp.

The care, time and energy that the Kiwanis
Club of Pasadena has given to the community
is extraordinary and the residents of the Pasa-
dena area have benefitted greatly. | ask all
Members to join me in commending the
Kiwanis Club of Pasadena upon their celebra-
tion of one hundred years of outstanding serv-
ice.

——————

BLACK HISTORY MONTH ESSAY
CONTEST 2020 GRADES 6
THROUGH 8

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 28, 2020

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to recognize exem-
plary middle and high school students from
Virginia’s Fourth Congressional District who
were selected as winners of the Black History
Month essay contest | hosted earlier this
month. | am inspired by the words of these
students, and | encourage young people
across our country to reflect on what this
month means to them personally.

Since its creation less than 50 years ago,
Black History Month has been a time to honor
and recognize the remarkable achievements
of the African-American community. Madam
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing these distinguished students and
their accomplishments in celebration of Black
History Month.

| include in the RECORD Trenton Blake’s
winning essay:

WHAT BLACK HISTORY MONTH MEANS TO ME

As an African American male, Black His-
tory means a great deal to me. In todays so-
ciety racism impacts the lives of my people
in a number of ways and for me that is very
scary. Black history means to me that no
matter how the world views me, I am some-
body and I stand on the shoulders of those
before me. I can not think of what black his-
tory means to me without thinking of the
years of slavery my ancestors had to endure.
I think of the world we live in, and I don’t
understand why racism continues to exist
today. The achievements of black people
compared to the many pitfalls set before us
should allow people to see how strong and re-
silient of a people we are, instead they only
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