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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2020

Mr. MULLIN. Madam Speaker, | was not
present the week of February 25-28, 2020 on
account of supporting my son’s continuing re-
covery. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 71; YEA on Roll
Call No. 72; YEA on Roll Call No. 73; NAY on
Roll Call No. 74; NAY on Roll Call No. 75;
YEA on Roll Call No. 76; YEA on Roll Call No.
77; and NAY on Roll Call No. 78.

———

RECOGNIZING MS. ELIZABETH
MANN AS THE SANTA ROSA
COUNTY, FLORIDA TEACHER OF
THE YEAR

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2020

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Ms. Elizabeth Mann as the Santa Rosa
County Teacher of the Year. Ms. Mann has
served the Santa Rosa County School District
with talent, passion, and an unwavering com-
mitment to serving her students.

In Northwest Florida, we are fortunate to
have some of the best teachers in the Nation.
Teaching is a difficult profession, yet im-
mensely rewarding. Ms. Mann has performed
her teaching duties exceptionally, while also
being an active and supportive member of our
Northwest Florida community.

Her passion for teaching stemmed from her
childhood, as both of her parents served as
educators. | commend her for her steadfast
willingness to serve those that matter most—
the students and youth of our Nation.

Ms. Mann has set an example for all of her
students, and has achieved the excellence
that we strive for in Northwest Florida.

For all of her contributions to our commu-
nity, | am truly proud to have Ms. Mann as a
constituent in Florida’s First Congressional
District.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am privileged to recognize
Ms. Elizabeth Mann for her many accomplish-
ments, and her deep commitment to excel-
lence, professionalism, innovation, and col-
laboration in the Santa Rosa County School
District. | thank her for her service, and | wish
her all the best for her continued success.

HONORING DELEQUA DRAKE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 2, 2020
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a remarkable
community servant Ms. Delequa Drake.

Ms. Delequa Drake was born in Natchez,
MS on December 12, 1986. She graduated
with honors from Natchez High School in
2005. From there, she received an Associate
of Arts degree from Copiah-Lincoln Commu-
nity College in 2007. After receiving her Asso-
ciate’s degree, she transferred to Mississippi
State University to pursue a degree in edu-
cation. Upon arrival, she discovered a field (ki-
nesiology) that piqued her interest as well as
fed her burning desire to learn anything about
everything. Two years later, she earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Education with
a concentration in Clinical Exercise Physi-
ology. It was after this feat that this young
adult experienced one of life’'s many
curveballs.

While prepping and planning to attend grad-
uate school at the University of Tennessee
Chattanooga, this 22-year-old, Delequa Drake,
received a call that would change her life for-
ever. Her favorite person in the world, her
grandmother, had just been notified that the
lump in her breast was malignant. Ms. Drake
decided to put her plans on hold and stay
home to be closer to her family. She began
working odd jobs that had no connection to
her degree to make ends meet. In her down-
time, she also volunteered to coach pee-wee
basketball in the local recreational league. It
was then that she first discovered her love for
working with children. The philosophy for her
players was “Grades before Plays” which
worked out fine for everyone except a strug-
gling young reader on the team. Ms. Drake
took it upon herself to tutor this struggling
reader while coaching him.

Much to his surprise and hers, the tutorials
worked better than expected. The student’s
grade began to increase mightily. His reading
grade improved from a letter grade of D to a
letter grade of B by the end of the semester.
Still, Ms. Drake had no clue that teaching was
where she belonged. It wasn’t until a few more
success stories later that she even considered
reverting to her original plan of teaching. After
a lot of urging from family and friends, she
was now 27 years old and finally decided to
pursue her passion by taking the necessary
steps toward becoming a teacher. She en-
rolled in Belhaven University’s Master of Arts
in Teaching program in the Fall of 2016 and
never looked back.

Ms. Drake became the 2019-2020 Teacher
of The Year from Gilmer McLaurin Elementary
School. Congratulations to Ms. Delequa Drake
for her accomplishments. She still lives by the
philosophy of “Grades before Plays” and tries
to instill in every child that she crosses paths
with the importance of learning and her love
for reading.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Ms. Delequa Drake for her
dedication and tenacity to serving the commu-
nity and the desire to be an example for all.

PEACE CORPS TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2020

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the important contributions of the
Peace Corps and its necessity to U.S. national
security on its 57th Anniversary.

Over 235,000 volunteers have served in the
Peace Corps since its creation in 1961. Of
those volunteers, approximately 7,600 have
been native Coloradans. All have played a
critical role in creating community links that re-
main the foundation of U.S. security and diplo-
macy as well as building international personal
relationships and living out a mission of serv-
ice that extends beyond their tenure with the
Peace Corps.

From teaching English, to helping farmers
increase crop yields, to advising local busi-
ness, the projects these volunteers pursue are
wide ranging. In these various capacities, they
function as the face of America overseas in lo-
cations where people have likely never met an
American previously. Immersed in the local
community through language and cultural im-
mersion, volunteers are trusted by local deci-
sion makers.

As an important part of America’s soft
power arsenal, the Peace Corps has shown
exceptional mission, vision, and outcomes. lts
work abroad has resulted in improvements
along U.S. borders because of its presence in
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru, helping to fix
conditions that have pushed citizens to leave
their homes. In 2017, 121 retired generals and
admirals wrote to Congress to convey their
support for the Peace Corps because of this
work, calling it vital to preventing conflict and
reducing the need for military personnel to be
put in harm’s way.

Madam Speaker, through the dedication of
each volunteer, the Peace Corps has become
an enduring symbol of our nation’s commit-
ment to encouraging partnerships, creating op-
portunity, and expanding development at the
grass-roots level in the developing world. |
hope its service inspires other students and
professionals from all walks of life.

———————

EMMETT TILL ANTILYNCHING ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 26, 2020

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
one hundred years ago, Missouri Republican
Congressman Leonidas Deyer introduced an
anti-lynching bill in the 65th Congress. The
legislation eventually died in the Senate in
1918. In the one hundred years since that fail-
ure, there have been over two hundred unsuc-
cessful attempts to prohibit lynching in the
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