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mindful while spending time in the
great outdoors and to promote forest
health with his famous slogan, ‘“‘Only
you can prevent forest fires.”

Smokey has taught countless indi-
viduals both young and old about the
importance of personal responsibility
for protecting the environment and our
natural resources.

On Smokey’s 756th Dbirthday, we
should also remember that the best
way to prevent a forest fire is through
a well-managed forest. Proper forest
management is not only critical to the
health and strength of the forest indus-
try but essential for a healthy environ-
ment and economy of the rural area, as
well.

I think we can all agree that Smokey
looks pretty good for 75 and is working
as hard as ever to promote responsible
forest stewardship. Here is to 75 more
years of preventing forest fires.

————

CONGRESS MUST ACT QUICKLY
REGARDING THE CORONAVIRUS

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, we are al-
ready paying the price for the elimi-
nation by President Trump and the Re-
publican Congress in 2018 of both the
office and the emergency funding that
President Obama created to address
outbreaks like the coronavirus we are
now experiencing.

Starting on empty, Trump’s request
for $2.8 billion in emergency funding is
not even in the ballpark of what ex-
perts say is needed. Already more than
100 cases have been reported nation-
wide. A vaccine will probably not be
available for at least a year, yet 11
States are already reporting cases of
the virus.

The World Health Organization says
the coronavirus can perhaps be con-
tained, but, ‘‘the window of oppor-
tunity is narrowing.” It will be up to
us in this House to act quickly this
week and for the Republican Senate to
follow suit.

——————

RECOGNIZING ADVANCED
INNOVATIVE IT SOLUTIONS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Advanced,
Innovative IT Solutions for its accept-
ance into the National Center for Vet-
eran Institute for Procurement.

Located in Ludowici, in the First
Congressional District of Georgia, Ad-
vanced, Innovative IT Solutions strives
to eliminate the high cost of tech-
nology for government agencies by pro-
viding them with assistance in IT
strategy planning, program manage-
ment, and cybersecurity.

With its 15 years of experience, the
company has earned an exceptional
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reputation throughout the southeast.
Now, with its acceptance into the Na-
tional Center for Veteran Institute for
Procurement, it is finally gaining the
nationwide reputation that it deserves.

Acceptance to the institute is highly
competitive, and it includes a 3-day
certification program for veteran-
owned businesses to increase their abil-
ity to win government contracts.

Graduates from this program in-
crease their revenue on average by 51
percent within the first year of gradua-
tion.

I am so proud Advanced, Innovative
IT Solutions is participating in this
program. Congratulations, and keep up
the good work.

———
0O 1915

CALIFORNIA HIGH-COST RAIL IS A
TERRIBLE IDEA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, author-
izing more money for California’s high-
speed rail—I call it high-cost rail—is a
terrible idea.

It seems that my House colleagues
have quickly forgotten how much of a
disaster this project has been.

This was sold to the voters in 2008 as
a $33-billion project. When we finally
got the truth out of them—this is a
couple of years later—it tripled to $100
billion. Then, they went back and re-
vised and said: Well, we will just
downsize it a bit and make it about $65
billion.

It has since ballooned back to $100
billion and more. It will probably be
maybe almost double that by the time
it actually gets done 30 years from
now.

It has been a boondoggle since day
one.

The Trump administration, thank-
fully, canceled just under a $1 billion
grant that could have left Congress and
D.C. to go toward that project. Instead,
let’s put it toward something people
can actually use, like our highways
and our bridges, where we already have
a lot of traffic that we have to deal
with.

Regular people can access that. They
will never be able to afford a high-
speed rail ticket at $300 a head to go
from San Francisco to L.A., if it actu-
ally is ever completed from San Fran-
cisco to L.A. Right now, it is just going
within the central part of the State,
staying between walnut orchards and
hayfields.

It is really a crazy project. We
shouldn’t send another dollar from D.C.
toward that but claw back the dollars
that have already been wasted because
they haven’t upheld the contract to the
voters who voted in this thing several
years ago.

———

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, this
past Saturday, I had the absolute
pleasure of attending the first Legacy
Recognition Award Luncheon at Abun-
dant Life Worship Center Church with
Bishop John R. Gandy.

They honored five individuals and
their families whose commitment to
south Jersey is undeniable: the Fann
family, Pastor Loretta Farmer, Suf-
fragan Bishop Otis Grayson, the Wait-
ers family, and Apostle Luke
Witherspoon.

Thank you for your amazing work.

I would also like to recognize Bishop
John R. Gandy for his commitment and
his leadership at Abundant Life. Bishop
Gandy with his wife, Patricia, have im-
pacted so many lives in south Jersey
and beyond.

Abundant Life is a loving church and
helps lives to be transformed through
its threefold purpose to evangelize,
edify, and equip the whole man, the
whole person—spirit, soul, and body—
to lead a joyous, abundant, and vic-
torious Christian life.

Thank you, Bishop Gandy, your fam-
ily, and those who we recognized this
past week. You truly are doing God’s
work in our community, and may God
bless you.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today and March 3 on
account of official business in district.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 18 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 3, 2020, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

————

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO
LEGISLATION

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-
You Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH
hererby submits, prior to the vote on
passage, for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 5003, the Fair
Debt Collection Practices for
servicemembers Act, as amended,
would have no significant effect on the
deficit, and therefore, the budgetary ef-
fects of such bill are estimated as zero.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3964. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
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