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Pennsylvania Special Olympics ath-
letes and their Unified Sports partners.

STATE OF FLORIDA’S BIRTHDAY

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the great State of
Florida.

On this day in 1845, Florida became
the 27th State to join our Union and
has had a strong impact on our Nation
ever since.

From producing 70 percent of our Na-
tion’s citrus, to ranking number 2 in
vegetables harvested, Florida, as an ag-
ricultural powerhouse, has long been
critical in feeding hungry Americans.
Our State’s importance to our national
security also can’t be understated.

Florida is home to 3 of 11 unified
combatant commands—Central Com-
mand, Southern Command, and Special
Operations Command. I am so honored
to represent a district home to 57,000
veterans, part of the 1.5 million who
call the Sunshine State home.

Florida is also a major tourism des-
tination as millions from around the
world flock to our shores to enjoy our
beaches, food, culture, and theme
parks.

I am grateful to have been born and
raised in Florida and to represent the
15th District. I look forward to work-
ing with the Florida delegation to con-
tinue bettering the lives of all our
State residents for generations to
come.

THE BACHARACH GIANTS OF
ATLANTIC CITY

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 4104, the Negro
Leagues Baseball Centennial Com-
memorative Coin Act.

In New Jersey’s Second District we
were home to the Bacharach Giants in
Atlantic City. The team was a top con-
tender in the league and won two pen-
nants in 1926 and 1927.

The Giants were lucky enough to
host players such as John Henry ‘“Pop”’
Lloyd, a player whom Babe Ruth him-
self once called the greatest ballplayer
of all time, anywhere, ever.

Pop Lloyd would end up retiring and
coaching youth baseball in Atlantic
City until the day he died, and he was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1977.

Players like Pop Lloyd would lay the
foundation for future stars such as
Jackie Robinson and Hank Aaron, who
would change the game forever. Yet,
players like Lloyd, and the leagues
they played in, are slowly becoming
forgotten to the annals of history.

We cannot let that happen. I thank
the gentleman from Missouri for intro-
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ducing this important legislation to
commemorate and honor those players
and the role they played in shaping
America’s very favorite pastime.

May God bless him.

———
SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address the
Chamber about one of the most impor-
tant issues that the Nation faces, and
that issue has only been underscored
by the issue of the coronavirus, and
also by the issue of inequality that ex-
ists today in this great country of ours,
the wealthiest nation in the history of
the world.

I am pleased to announce the number
of people who have risen and come to
support Social Security 2100. It is
called Social Security 2100 because we
address the needs of Social Security
into the next century so that Social
Security will be solvent beyond 75
years and address the vital concerns of
each and every American.

In 2019, 64 million Americans received
Social Security benefits totaling over
$1 trillion. For nearly one-third of our
elderly beneficiaries, Social Security
benefits are 90 percent of their total in-
come. Two-thirds rely on Social Secu-
rity for the majority of their income.
The average benefit in 2019 per Amer-
ican was $17,600 for retired workers,
and that works out to be about $18,000
for men and $14,000 for women—not
enough for most to live on.

Mr. Speaker, 178 million Americans
are covered by Social Security today;
10,000, baby boomers a day become eli-
gible for Social Security.

Social Security helps lower and mid-
dle-income Americans the most. More
than 90 percent of benefits go to bene-
ficiaries earning less than $50,000. Let
me repeat that again: more than 90 per-
cent of all the benefits of Social Secu-
rity go to people earning less than
$50,000 a year.

That is why the following individuals
have supported the Social Security 2100
Act, including: Social Security Works,
the National Committee to Preserve
Social Security and Medicare, the
AFL-CIO, the Alliance for Retired
Americans, Paralyzed Veterans of
America, VoteVets, the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees, the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, Latinos for a
Secure Retirement, the National Orga-
nization for Women, SAGE, the Na-
tional Education Association, The Arc
of the United States, International
Federation of Professional & Technical
Engineers representing the Adminis-
trative Law Judges, Consortium for
Citizens With Disabilities Social Secu-
rity Task Force, Justice in Aging, the
Association of University Centers on
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Disabilities, Senior Citizens League,
the National Organization of Social Se-
curity Claimants’ Representatives, the
EPI Policy Center, the National Re-
tiree Legislative Network, Public Cit-
izen, CREDO Action, Progress Amer-
ica, Other 98, the Daily Kos, People’s
Action, the Diverse Elders Coalition,
the National Employment Law Project,
Freedom to Prosper, MoveOn, Union
Veterans Council of the AFL-CIO, just
to name a few, Madam Speaker.

I want to start today by talking
about having Secretary Mnuchin before
the Ways and Means Committee this
morning.

I reminded Secretary Mnuchin and
complimented the President for saying
in his last two State of the Union mes-
sages how he was committed to pro-
tecting Social Security. While he is
committed to protecting Social Secu-
rity, his budgets have not reflected
that, which was a point of concern we
raised with Secretary Mnuchin espe-
cially since—to give President Trump
credit here—that during the campaign
of 2016 when faced with 16 other Repub-
licans who tried to force him to say
that Social Security is an entitlement,
President Trump, to his credit, said:
No, Social Security is an earned ben-
efit.

I asked Secretary Mnuchin if he be-
lieved that Social Security was an
earned benefit, and he said: Yes, it was.

I also asked then, if that is the case,
and it is an earned benefit, it debunks
a longstanding concern raised by the
other side that Social Security is
somehow an entitlement program
when, in fact, every American citizen
knows, because of FICA, exactly what
Social Security is.

FICA stands for the Federal Insur-
ance Contribution Act, but anyone can
go to their pay stub and look at it.
Federal Insurance Contribution—whose
contribution?

Your contribution; every American
citizen’s contribution. It is not a tax.
The tax that is paid by an employer to
your benefit is fully deductible. The
employer gets to deduct it. The benefit
for your contribution goes directly to
the employee, and they get that in the
way of pension guarantee, disability
protection, spousal and dependent cov-
erage, and a death benefit.
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The wisdom of Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt is also prescient because they re-
alized back in 1929, after the Great De-
pression, in this great capitalistic and
entrepreneurial society that we live in,
that sometimes, through no fault of
your own, when something as disas-
trous as a stock market crash or an un-
anticipated virus takes place, that dis-
aster can prevail, and all of a sudden,
you would find yourself in a situation
where you had not the means.

Thus, Congress, because of President
Roosevelt, adopted the Social Security
Act and paid for it through the Federal
insurance contribution. So this con-
tribution, every citizen knows that it
is their contribution that they make.
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