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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. YARMUTH).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 3, 2020.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN A.
YARMUTH to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

————
STILL I RISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise, proud to be an Amer-
ican, proud to be a Member of the U.S.
House of Representatives.

I rise today because I refuse to accept
the notion that we should get back to
bigotry as usual in the House of Rep-
resentatives. I am one who has fought
bigotry most of my life, and I will con-
tinue to fight it for the rest of my life.

Today, I want to talk about bigotry,
not only within the country, but I also

want to talk about those who aid and
abet bigotry in the House of Represent-
atives. Right here in this House there
are people who aid and abet bigotry.

I spoke last on the floor about a
Newsday report. It concerned an inves-
tigation that took place in the State of
New York. And within this investiga-
tion it was uncovered that, with ref-
erence to real estate agents, after hav-
ing tested them, it was uncovered that
19 percent of the time Asian Americans
were treated unequally when compared
to White Americans. Thirty-nine per-
cent of the time Hispanic Americans
were treated unequally. And 49 percent
of the time African Americans were
treated unequally.

We sought to do something about
this in the Financial Services Com-
mittee. We have a piece of legislation
that will provide for testing and ex-
pand the testing that was started in
this country by President Ronald
Reagan.

President Reagan gave us the para-
digm which we seek to enhance, which
we seek to expand because that is the
means by which we can eliminate this
kind of invidious discrimination. It is
not a question of way; it is a question
of whether we have the will to chal-
lenge it and take it on.

I want to tell you that in my com-
mittee there were those who would aid
and abet. They came up with specious
arguments, fallacious contentions, the
notion that we can do without, without
saying we can do without the improve-
ments.

I believe this kind of aiding and abet-
ting is the reason we still have this
level of invidious discrimination in
this country. There are people in this
Congress who aid and abet racism and
discrimination. We have to call this
out. We cannot continue to pretend
that it does not exist right here in the
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica.

I plan to come back to this podium,
and I am going to say more about what

happened and who caused it to happen.
Those who tolerate bigotry and racism
perpetuate bigotry and racism. I refuse
to be among those who tolerate it.

———————

IMPROVING SECURITY ON SCHOOL
GROUNDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BosT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, every par-
ent’s worst nightmare is to learn that
their children’s school may be one of
the sites of mass violence. Schools
should not be a place where our Kkids
have to fear, it should be where they
learn, and grow, and follow their
dreams.

No child should have to be more con-
cerned about their safety than they are
about their science project, band con-
cert, or basketball game.

That is why last year, I and many
others introduced the Securing Our
Schools Act in the last Congress,
passed it on to the President, and it
was signed into law.

I was proud that our bipartisan bill
passed the House and Senate and was
signed into law by the President. The
new law creates a Federal grant pro-
gram for local communities to improve
security in their schools.

School districts and law enforcement
can use these critical funds to purchase
life-saving technology, panic alert sys-
tems, communications equipment,
cameras, door locks, or to better train
authorities when incidents of violence
might occur.

Last year, $33 million in grants were
allocated to 103 school districts nation-
wide, making four million students
safer. The application process is now
open for grants for the 2021 fiscal year.

Please urge local officials, those in
your district to visit cops.doj.gov for
more information on how to apply for
up to $500,000 in grants through the
School Violence Prevention Program.
Once again, that is cops.doj.gov.
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The application deadline for this fis-
cal year is April 8. Please reach out to
your community, community leaders,
law enforcement, and local school dis-
tricts.

We have advanced safety technology
in banks, office buildings, and retail lo-
cations. There 1is no reason we
shouldn’t have this technology at all of
our schools to protect all of our chil-
dren.

RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of International
Women’s Day on March 8 to call atten-
tion to women around the world who
have risked their personal safety and
freedom to speak out for the rights of
all women.

I am particularly inspired by the ex-
ample of three brave Saudi women who
have spent nearly 2 years imprisoned
or under house arrest because of their
fearless advocacy.

These three women, Loujain Al-
Hathloul, Nouf Abdulaziz, and Eman
Al-Nafjan, are outstanding examples of
the many Saudi activists who bravely
fought to stop Saudi Arabia’s male
guardianship, fought to end its prohibi-
tion on women driving, and fought to
open up female participation in elec-
tions and public office.

And although the government osten-
sibly granted such freedoms in 2018,
these three women continue to face dif-
ferent injustices, including torture or
threats of murder and sexual violence
and limited access to family or legal
representation.

Loujain has been particularly tar-
geted for her courageous leadership
within this women’s movement. Her
selfless commitment has paved the way
for crucial social reforms, but unfortu-
nately, the Saudi Government has at-
tempted to undermine her contribu-
tions with politically-motivated crimi-
nal charges, a lengthy imprisonment,
and inhumane abuse.

This incredible woman deserves to be
honored, not jailed, which is why I re-
cently led several colleagues in nomi-
nating Loujain for the Nobel Peace
Prize and will continue to advocate for
her through the Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission’s Defending Free-
doms Project.

This Congress, we have already
adopted a bipartisan resolution in the
House to urge for the release of these
women and other activists. Today, we
call on Saudi Arabia once again to free
these women and to lift the threat of
their continued persecution.

To maintain our international lead-
ership, the United States has a moral
obligation to uphold democratic prin-
ciples. The President, the Secretary of
State, and the entire Trump adminis-
tration must increase its diplomatic
pressure to demand the release of these
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women and hold the Saudi Government
accountable for its appalling disregard
of human rights.

As we recognize this International
Women’s Day, we are reminded to look
beyond our borders; to continue to
bring attention to the urgent and ongo-
ing human rights violations that the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is commit-
ting.

I ask that all women and their allies
throughout the United States and
around the world and all men join me
in standing with these amazing Saudi
feminists in demanding that they be
freed.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
NUTRITION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
March as National Nutrition Month.

A well-balanced, nutritious diet is
important for all Americans, and ac-
cess to fresh, quality ingredients and
food shouldn’t be a luxury.

Last Congress, I had the honor of
serving as the chairman of the Agri-
culture Subcommittee on Nutrition,
Oversight, and Department Operations.
During my time as chairman, and
through all of my years on the House
Agriculture Committee, I have met
with many advocates, stakeholders,
and other individuals who understand
the role that nutrition plays in the
lives of all Americans at every stage of
life.

Nutrition plays a particularly impor-
tant role in the lives of our Nation’s
children, however. During critical de-
velopment years, children are particu-
larly dependent on foods that are
packed with nutrients. In some unfor-
tunate cases, the meals that students
receive at school may be the only time
they eat during the day.

It is important that we do what we
can to ensure schools have the re-
sources that they need to provide stu-
dents with delicious and nutritious op-
tions.

In January, the USDA announced
two new proposals to expand nutri-
tional options for our Nation’s school
children. The new rules allow schools
to offer a greater variety of vegetables,
options to customize school breakfasts,
and the ability to purchase items a la
carte.

This added flexibility will not only
bolster the consumption of nutritious
food in our schools, it will also help re-
duce food waste.

At the end of the day, it doesn’t mat-
ter how nutritious school lunches are,
if students aren’t eating them, they are
not nutritious. I am hopeful that this
recent change will encourage more of
our Nation’s young people to make in-
creasingly healthy, well-rounded food
choices.

In addition to a greater variety of
fruits and vegetables, we can help re-
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store nutritious dairy options in
schools. My bill, the Whole Milk for
Healthy Kids Act, would allow both fla-
vored and nonflavored milk back into
our Nation’s school cafeterias. Addi-
tionally, the School Milk Nutrition
Act would further expand milk options
for students and help reverse the de-
cline of milk consumption in schools.

While we can all be advocates for
healthy diets and good nutrition, I
would like to specifically recognize the
registered dietitian nutritionists who
are one of our most valuable resources
in the pursuit of reliable food and nu-
trition information.

Next week, on March 11, we celebrate
Registered Dietitian Nutritionist Day
and thank these individuals for their
role in building strong, healthy fami-
lies and communities.

————

PARTICIPATION IN THE 2020
CENSUS IS IMPORTANT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oklahoma (Ms. KENDRA S. HORN) for 5
minutes.

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight
the importance of participation in the
upcoming 2020 Census, and specifically
the critical importance of getting a
full count of Tribal Nation citizens.

Census results affect our commu-
nities every day. As the official count
of how many people live in our commu-
nities, the Census determines every-
thing from plans for highways, to fund-
ing for special education, and support
for our firefighters.

The results of the 2020 Census will
help determine how hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in Federal funding flow
into communities every year for the
next decade.

Think of our local schools: Census
counts help determine how money is
allocated for Head Start early edu-
cation programs and for grants that
support college access and education
programs for children with disabilities.

But that is not all. The Census deter-
mines Federal funding for SoonerCare,
foster care programs, housing assist-
ance, infrastructure investments, and
so much more. We have to make sure
that every Oklahoman is counted so
that our communities receive the sup-
port they need.

This past week, I was proud to intro-
duce bipartisan legislation encouraging
Federal, State, local governments, and
Tribal Nations to work together as
partners to encourage participation in
the 2020 Census among American Indi-
ans and Alaskan natives.

Today, Oklahoma is home to 39
Tribes. The Census ensures we make a
strong investment in Oklahoma and
provide resources to Tribal Nations
that fulfill the Federal-Indian trust re-
sponsibility. Funding for critical
healthcare programs, housing initia-
tives, and education is at stake.

For too long, Tribal Nations have
been shortchanged in Federal funding
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due to a Census that has historically
undercounted Native American popu-
lations.
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In the 2010 Census, the Census Bureau
estimates that American Indians and
Alaska Natives were undercounted by
approximately 4.9 percent, more than
double the undercount rate of the next
closest population group.

The negative consequences of under-
counting cannot be quickly corrected.
The Census occurs only once every 10
years, and as a result, undercounting
Tribal nations can significantly reduce
Federal funding levels for important
programs for an entire decade.

Over 300 Federal programs rely on
data derived from the Census, and Trib-
al nations rely on many of them. They
include Native American schools and
education programs; Native American
workforce programs; Tribal health pro-
grams; Tribal housing programs; water
and sewage projects; and transit, infra-
structure, and economic development
programs.

We must ensure Native voices are
heard and counted. The Census is an
opportunity, not a threat.

Responses to the 2020 Census are con-
fidential, protected by law. Personal
information is never shared by the Cen-
sus Bureau with any other government
agencies or law enforcement, and re-
sponses cannot be used against individ-
uals by government agencies or in
court in any way.

All households will receive official
Census mail by April 1, and individuals
and families can respond online, by
mail, by phone, or in person.

It is critically important that all
Oklahomans participate in this Census.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
from the Native American Caucus, in-
cluding co-chairs Congressman ToM
CoLE from Oklahoma and Congress-
woman DEB HAALAND from New Mex-
ico, who have helped to highlight the
importance of getting a full Census
count among Tribal nations.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
and communities to work together as
partners with Tribal nations to encour-
age participation in the 2020 Census
and to inform the public that the 2020
Census is safe, easy, and important.

————

FRACKING BAN WOULD LEAD TO
SOCIALISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, one of
the most absurd and destructive plans
being touted by out-of-touch socialists
is a ban on fracking, also known as hy-
draulic fracturing, for natural gas and
oil.

At home in Pennsylvania’s 12th Con-
gressional District, a region that on
any given day produces up to 10 per-
cent of our Nation’s natural gas, it is
easy to see how the energy economy
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has benefited everyone. From high-pay-
ing jobs to lower energy costs, natural
gas has been an economic win for the
American people.

Even more, thanks to the natural gas
boom, America is now energy inde-
pendent. That means great things for
our national security, as we are no
longer beholden to energy-producing
nations that hate us.

Unbelievably, these great benefits
are under attack by radical socialists
who seek to ban fracking and cripple
America’s energy economy.

According to the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, the plan to end fracking
would cost more than 600,000 jobs and
$261 billion in GDP by 2025, and that is
just in Pennsylvania.

This is why I invited the socialists in
this Congress and those running for
President who want to ban fracking to
come to Pennsylvania’s 12th Congres-
sional District to face the families they
wish to leave destitute, to face the
families who have finally found suc-
cess, and tell them why they want to
take it away.

For these folks, a ban on fracking
would lead to more government de-
pendence, lower wages, fewer jobs, and
skyrocketing energy prices.

In other words, banning fracking
would pave the road for America to be-
come a socialist country. There should
be nothing scarier or more sickening
than that.

CONGRATULATING BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
take a little bit of time today to con-
gratulate Bucknell University on
achieving a great recognition this
week.

According to the United States Peace
Corps, Bucknell University, located in
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, produces the
fourth most Peace Corps volunteers of
all small colleges and universities na-
tionwide.

In their 2020 report, the Peace Corps
noted Bucknell produced 13 volunteers
for the Peace Corps, an amazing feat
for an institution whose student body
is just over 3,600 students.

According to its mission statement,
“Bucknell educates students for a life-
time of critical thinking and strong
leadership characterized by continued
intellectual exploration, creativity,
and imagination.”

By forming students in that mission,
it is no wonder why so many Bucknell
students find themselves seeking great-
er service to humanity through the
Peace Corps.

In noting the type of schools that
make up the list of robust Peace Corps
volunteers, Peace Corps Director Jody
Olsen said: ‘““These schools are institu-
tions that emphasize . . . service-mind-
ed students.”

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people
of Pennsylvania’s 12th Congressional
District, I congratulate Bucknell Uni-
versity and President Bravman on this
great recognition and on creating serv-
ice-minded students.

’Ray Bucknell.
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CALLING FOR BIPARTISAN
RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Hampshire (Mr. PAPPAS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address three issues of critical
importance to my constituents.

The first is the urgent need to pre-
pare for the coronavirus.

Mr. Speaker, public health officials
are now reporting the first presumed
positive test in my home State of New
Hampshire.

As Members of Congress, our fore-
most responsibility is to keep our com-
munities safe. That is why, yesterday,
I joined Governor Sununu and my col-
leagues in the New Hampshire congres-
sional delegation to receive an update
from public health officials on our
State’s ongoing efforts to combat this
epidemic.

The State of New Hampshire is cur-
rently ramping up testing capabilities,
investigating potential cases, commu-
nicating with Federal partners, and
working with individual communities
on containment and mitigation.

Here in Washington, we must ensure
that the emergency coronavirus spend-
ing package is responsive to the urgent
needs of State and local public health
officials who are on the front lines of
this situation.

We can only succeed in containing
the virus if States like New Hampshire
can depend on the full support of the
Federal Government for costs associ-
ated with the response effort.

Mr. Speaker, if there were ever a mo-
ment for a renewed spirit of bipartisan-
ship in Congress, this is it, as our coun-
try focuses on the deadly virus out-
break.

We must communicate health infor-
mation clearly. We must develop effec-
tive and affordable vaccines that are
made available to all who need them.
And we must ensure that State and
local governments, as well as medical
facilities, can sustain the arduous task
of containing this outbreak in the
weeks and months ahead.

The American people are looking to
us for levelheaded leadership that rises
above politics, and we can’t let them
down.

Let’s pass a robust coronavirus pack-
age as soon as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I continue to encourage
all of my constituents to follow the
CDC safety guidelines and to visit the
New Hampshire Department of Health
and Human Services website for up-
dated health information.

PROGRESS NEEDED ON CARE FOR VETERANS

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
today in support of veterans who are
seeking services in the community and
the providers who care for them.

For too long, hospitals and providers
in New Hampshire have been owed mil-
lions of dollars in unpaid claims for the
care they provide to veterans.

The community care providers im-
pacted include large hospital networks,
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home healthcare providers,
therapists, and acupuncturists.

I have personally met with these
local providers to hear their stories,
and I have convened meetings of af-
fected stakeholders in New Hampshire
and here in Washington.

Here is the bottom line: Without real
progress, the MISSION Act will never
fulfill its promise, and care for our vet-
erans will be compromised.

Last week, at a hearing of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I received
a promise from Secretary Wilkie that
the VA will take immediate action to
fix these persistent payment issues for
community providers in New Hamp-
shire and across the country. We have
to hold the VA to this commitment.

My office is bringing VA leaders, vet-
erans, providers, and third-party ad-
ministrators to the table to solve these
problems once and for all.

When our veterans return home, they
shouldn’t have to fight to receive the
care that they have earned, and local
providers shouldn’t have to fight a
stubborn bureaucracy just to get their
bills paid, to keep their doors open, and
to continue treating our veterans.

We can and must do better on this
front.

EMPOWERING PARENTS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

Mr. PAPPAS. Finally, Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to talk about empowering
parents in New Hampshire to develop
the skills they need to pursue the
American Dream.

No parent should have to choose be-
tween caring for a child and providing
a better life for their families.

That is why I am introducing the
American Job Centers Family Accessi-
bility Act, which will create a competi-
tive grant program for job centers to
provide access to childcare for individ-
uals receiving services at their centers.

In 2018, more than 5.4 million unem-
ployed workers, including more than
500,000 veterans, took advantage of ca-
reer services at job centers in their
communities. But despite clear evi-
dence that job centers are effective,
barriers to access for jobseekers still
remain.

In New Hampshire, State officials
tell me that the number one obstacle
to job training is access to childcare.
No one who works hard and wants to
develop new skills should be denied
that opportunity simply because they
can’t find quality, affordable childcare
for their kids.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the American Job Centers
Family Accessibility Act so that work-
ing mothers and fathers aren’t unfairly
denied the chance to earn a better job
and a better life for their families.

———

CONGRATULATING STACIE
KONVICKA
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes.
Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to congratulate Mrs. Stacie

massage
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Konvicka, who was this year’s recipi-
ent of the Educator of the Year Award
from the Wharton County Chamber of
Commerce and Agriculture.

This award is given to a teacher who
exemplifies professionalism, dedica-
tion, leadership, and enthusiasm.

Mrs. Konvicka is a fourth grade math
and science teacher at Wharton Ele-
mentary School.

Having been a teacher for 22 years,
she has learned the value of going
above and beyond for her students in
the classroom.

Wharton Elementary School is a title
I campus, which means over 90 percent
of the students come from economi-
cally disadvantaged homes.

Mrs. Konvicka invests so much into
her students. At the end of the day, she
wants to ensure that they feel cared
for.

Many have benefited from her high-
quality instruction as they are pushed
to do their best.

American ragtime composer Scott
Hayden once said: ‘“Teachers have
three loves: the love of learning, the
love of learners, and the love of bring-
ing the first two loves together.”

Mrs. Stacie Konvicka has these three
loves, and we, as south Texans, are
thankful for her service in lovingly
shaping the minds of future genera-
tions.

REMEMBERING MARIE JORDAN SPEER

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember Marie Jordan
Speer, who passed away at 98 years of
age in Corpus Christi, Texas, on Octo-
ber 19, 2019.

Marie’s kindness and compassion
touched the lives of those around her,
and through her various achievements,
she served her community well.

In 1942, she married Mr. Edward Jor-
dan, but 2 years later, he was drafted to
fight in World War II and heroically,
but tragically, died in combat.

Marie ultimately used her suffering
and loss to help others. She founded
the Gold Star Wives of America in
order to comfort and create a commu-
nity for other widows who had lost
their husbands in the war.

The first meeting she organized was a
lunch with other military widows from
town. This lunch morphed into a small
volunteer group, which, in time, grew
into a national organization that today
has 35 chapters throughout the United
States.

The Gold Star Wives not only provide
comfort and support for families who
have lost loved ones; on Capitol Hill,
they fight to secure victories for the
spouses and children of fallen soldiers.

We owe these families a debt that we
cannot repay. Their husbands and fa-
thers have made the ultimate sacrifice
in order to protect our country.

Today, and every day, we pray for
God’s peace for these families.

Marie continued to work on behalf of
the Gold Star Wives, eventually set-
tling in Corpus Christi, Texas, where
she started three local newspapers and
became heavily involved in the Coastal
Bend community.
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South Texas is a better place because
of Marie. Her life truly is a testament
to the power of sacrificial love, deter-
mination, and compassion.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Marie’s family
for sharing Marie with our Nation. We
are sorry for their loss.

———

LEADERS DOING GREAT JOB ON
CORONAVIRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to dis-
cuss the coronavirus.

I want to reassure folks that since we
first learned about this virus, our gov-
ernment has been very proactive in its
response.

The President took charge and as-
sembled a task force, headed by the
Vice President, that brought together
the best and the brightest doctors, sci-
entists, and health experts that our
country has to offer.

The President also took the crucial
step of implementing a travel ban on
China to slow down the spread of the
outbreak within our borders.

While our government is appro-
priately handling the spread of the
coronavirus, our citizens can help as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to go to
cdc.gov, follow the latest develop-
ments, and learn about easy ways that
you can avoid getting sick.

America must always be ahead of the
game on viral threats like these, and I
am proud to say that our leaders are
doing a great job.
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ESSENTIAL SUPPORT FAITH-BASED

ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDE FOR COMMUNITIES

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to highlight the essential support that
faith-based organizations give to the
communities around them, including
during times of crisis.

During Hurricane Florence, in 2018,
volunteers from Samaritan’s Purse
were on the ground after the hurricane
had devastated thousands of homes
across my State.

Lorraine Jenkins, a resident of New
Bern, my mother’s childhood home in
North Carolina, said that she ‘had
faith but needed a little more
strength” when she returned to her
home to find it flooded with 18 inches
of water. Thankfully, several volun-
teers from Samaritan’s Purse were
there to pray with Lorraine to give her
the strength that she needed.

During Hurricane Dorian, in 2019, the
Salvation Army provided over 43,000
meals, 55,000 drinks, 25,000 snacks, and
48 full cleanup kits to victims.

Mr. Speaker, faith-based organiza-
tions also provide key support services
to children, many of whom are victims
of the opioid crisis. This crisis has left
over 92,000 children in foster care and
in need of loving homes. Faith-based
adoption agencies play a pivotal role in
finding homes for these children.
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Sadly, despite the clear benefits
faith-based organizations provide to
the communities around them, there
remains an ongoing push to strip them
of Federal funding or to even shut
them down for following their sincerely
held religious beliefs. That is why, this
week, I am introducing the Equal
Treatment of Faith-Based Organiza-
tions Act, along with several of my col-
leagues.

My bill codifies into law parts of the
recently proposed HHS rule to ensure
equal treatment for faith-based organi-
zations. My bill reverses the discrimi-
natory policy from the previous admin-
istration that required faith-based pro-
viders of social services to disclose
their religious affiliation and refer po-
tential clients to other providers. My
bill also allows faith-based organiza-
tions to apply for Federal funding on
equal footing with secular organiza-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment has no business discriminating
against faith-based organizations pure-
ly on the basis of their sincerely held
religious beliefs. I am proud to lead
this legislation and to protect the good
work that faith-based organizations do
every day.

——————

SENATE DEMOCRATS BLOCK PRO-
LIFE VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, last
week, Senate Democrats blocked a
vote in the Senate on two pro-life bills:
the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Pro-
tection Act, which would require doc-
tors to provide medical care to a child
who survives an abortion, and the
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act, which would ban abortions begin-
ning at 20 weeks. Senate Democrats
prevented a vote on both of these com-
monsense bills as House Democrats
have already done 80 times.

I call on the Democrats on both sides
of the Capitol, as Senate Majority
Leader MCCONNELL said last week, to
take a ‘‘clear and moral stand” to pro-
tect innocent life.

SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this
week 1is Severe Weather Awareness
Week, and it is a good reminder to al-
ways be prepared for extreme weather
events, which we too often face in Kan-
sas.

Ready.gov—that is, r-e-a-d-y.gov—
which is run by FEMA, is a great place
to find resources related to flooding,
thunderstorms, winter weather, or ad-
vice on building an emergency Kkit.

Similarly, FEMA offers a free
smartphone app which provides real-
time alerts, shelter locations, and
other resources to help during and
after a severe weather event.

But it is not enough to just commu-
nicate severe weather events to the
public. We need to continue to invest
in tools and encourage innovation
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when it comes to weather modeling and
forecasting so that we can ensure as
much lead time as possible before a se-
vere weather event occurs.

From coastal regions to the heart-
land, severe weather impacts us all,
and the Federal Government not only
needs to be working with public and
private partners to improve systems,
but also to encourage and incentivize
innovation in the field.

Recently, the House Science, Space,
and Technology Committee has taken
a look at the various forecasting and
modeling efforts across the country
and discussed how we can better im-
prove these systems to give people in-
creased warning in the event of severe
weather events.

Furthermore, I met with those on the
front line in forecasting, such as our
hardworking meteorologists back
home at our National Weather Service,
along with research institutions across
the country, discussing the advances
they are making thanks to new tools
and technologies.

It is important to stay safe, in-
formed, and prepared as we head into
the severe weather season, and I hope
all Americans will take advantage of
the tools available to achieve these
goals.

STEPS UNITED STATES IS TAKING TO RESPOND

TO CORONAVIRUS

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, the
spread of the coronavirus and its domi-
nance in the news has been at the top
of my mind as well as for many Kan-
sans.

While there is no reason to panic, it
is prudent for all of us to be mindful of
the ongoing challenging situation. As a
physician and Congressman, I feel it is
important that I convey the steps the
Federal Government is currently tak-
ing to best respond.

First, we must demand more trans-
parency from the Chinese and Iranian
Governments. American experts must
be allowed to get access to information
on the ground in both China and Iran,
particularly in Wuhan—ground zero of
the outbreak. Unfortunately, these
countries have a long history of misin-
formation and coverups, and we need to
know the full truth to best protect
Americans.

Some in the American medical indus-
try are concerned about a shortage of
supplies which are largely manufac-
tured in China. Currently, the FDA is
not aware of any national shortages of
medical products. Federal agencies
have been proactively reaching out to
hundreds of manufacturers to assess
potential shortages and to let manufac-
turers know they can provide assist-
ance. That being said, this is an excel-
lent time to review our supply chain
for both American healthcare as well
as all other industries.

I personally believe President Trump
and Vice President Pence are doing ev-
erything in their power to protect
Americans. Consulting with the top
medical experts, this administration is
moving to swiftly mitigate outbreaks
of coronavirus here at home.

H1445

Attempts by the national media and
Democrats in Congress to place blame
on the President for these outbreaks
are inexcusable—they are unpro-
fessional; they are unnecessary; and
they are actually very harmful.

Anything President Trump can pos-
sibly do to expedite the development of
testing, antivirals, and vaccines is al-
ready being done—and, I might add, is
being accomplished in record time.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Department of
Health and Human Services have been
preparing for outbreaks like this for
years. We are the most prepared and
the best equipped nation in the world
to take on this coronavirus.

On the eve of a potentially global
epidemic, this situation underscores
how imperative it is for our country to
be able to prevent unidentified individ-
uals from entering this country. Border
security is national security, and fami-
lies in Kansas deserve a home safe from
unvetted individuals who may Kknow-
ingly or unknowingly be carrying con-
tagious diseases.

I visited with the CDC over 5 weeks
ago, asking what preventative meas-
ures they were taking when this virus
was in the early stages of outbreak. I
have been staying in close, constant
contact with the White House, the
CDC, and all agencies responsible for
controlling the spread of this disease.
The safety of Kansans is my top pri-
ority, and I will continue monitoring
developments closely and communicate
with officials across our State.

In the meantime, as a physician, I
recommend some commonsense prac-
tices: regular handwashing, applying
hand sanitizer, proper nutrition, and
minimal travel outside your commu-
nity. This is a time to prepare and
plan, a time to make sure you have a
plan for your children, for your elderly
parents, perhaps, that you have a plan
for your place of work and for your
place of worship, wherever you might
gather in your own community.

The event also underscores what an
absolute disaster a government take-
over of the medical system would be.
America’s healthcare capabilities are
second to none because of competition
and free market innovation. Radical
socialist policies would effectively
eliminate private investment in new

medicines and technologies. That
would be unacceptable.
—————

OPPOSITION TO THE NEW WAY
FORWARD ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my firm opposition to
the New Way Forward Act, a radical
piece of legislation that would put
American lives at risk in numerous
ways.

Under this bill, heinous crimes com-
mitted by illegal immigrants would no
longer result in immediate deporta-
tion, but, even worse, it would allow
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those who have been deported to come
back to the United States legally and
on the taxpayer’s dime—essentially al-
lowing for the importation of violent
and dangerous illegal immigrants into
our country. I have yet to meet a sin-
gle person who supports that idea.

The bill would also decriminalize il-
legal entry into the country, including
for criminals who have already been
deported.

This measure is a dream for those
who seek to abolish ICE, throw open
our national borders, and gut the rule
of law in America.

I have heard from constituents who
are outraged about this proposal—and
rightfully so. While sponsored by near-
ly a fifth of the House Democratic Cau-
cus, the legislation stands little chance
of advancing past President Trump or a
Republican Senate. But it is, nonethe-
less, important for the American peo-
ple to know the priorities of some
Members of this body.

I will continue to stand strong
against policies like the New Way For-
ward Act and any other legislation
which would encourage illegal immi-
gration and cripple the safety of Amer-
ican citizens.

HONORING BAM CARNEY

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to encourage the body to keep
my dear friend, Bam Carney, of Camp-
bellsville, Kentucky, in their thoughts
and prayers as he continues to battle a
serious illness.

Bam has been hospitalized for over 2
months and has a long journey ahead.
However, anyone who LKknows Bam
knows that he is the ultimate fighter.

As a father, educator, State rep-
resentative, and Kentucky’s house ma-
jority leader, he has always fought
strongly for what he believes in. But,
more importantly, he has always
fought for his family and friends above
all else.

Bam’s community has organized ‘A
Day of Prayer and Encouragement for
Bam,” where people across Kentucky
are joining together to lift him up in
prayer.

I ask for this body to join me in
keeping my friend and golf buddy in
their thoughts and prayers. He means
so much to so many people. I ask ev-
eryone for their prayers as Bam con-
tinues his fight.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of mercy, thank You for giving
us another day.

Quicken our spirits so that we will
know the blessings of living together in
unity and peace. Grant that we might
know the satisfaction of sharing our
common concerns and experiencing the
joy of mutual accomplishment.

Bless the Members of this people’s
House with success in bringing fruition
to all efforts to work toward common
solutions to the issues facing our Na-
tion, solutions which often seem so dis-
tant.

On a day of major electoral impact,
and as our Nation faces the possible ef-
fects of the coronavirus, grace us with
the assurance that You are with us in
difficult times.

May we all understand that a unified
nation is equally the work of each of us
where we live.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. COOPER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COOPER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

TENNESSEE NEEDS EMERGENCY
DISASTER RELIEF

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, very
early this morning, my hometown of
Nashville, Tennessee, was terribly hard
hit by a tornado.

At least 19 lives have been lost.
Buildings were destroyed. Many, many
homes were destroyed, and countless
lives have been disrupted. At least
34,000 people lost electricity.

I have been in contact with our Gov-
ernor, our mayor, our entire congres-
sional delegation, including my good
friend JOHN ROSE, to do all that we can
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to bring emergency relief to the area as
fast as possible.

This is a genuine tragedy, and we
need to praise our neighbors, friends,
residents, first responders, firefighters,
police, and EMTs who worked all
through the night, despite fierce rains,
to provide first aid.

Nashville is strong. We recovered so
well after the terrible 2010 flood that
many parts of America didn’t even
know we had been suffering.

Now is the time to beat this disaster.

——————

PLEDGE FOR AID IN RESPONSE TO
TENNESSEE TORNADOES

(Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, today, I rise with my
colleague from Tennessee, Mr. COOPER.
As he has already indicated, earlier
today, a devastating tornado tore
through Middle Tennessee, including
much of the area that I represent and
call home.

While rescue workers are still in the
critical phase of sorting through debris
and accounting for those who are still
missing, we know already that many
lives have been lost and dozens of peo-
ple were rushed to emergency rooms.

I, along with countless Tennesseans,
are lifting those people up in prayer,
and we hope that everybody will join
us.
I am working diligently alongside my
fellow Representatives, the administra-
tion, Governor Lee, Senators ALEX-
ANDER and BLACKBURN, and emergency
officials to get much-needed Federal
aid to the affected areas.

Homes, schools, businesses, churches,
farms, and other buildings and numer-
ous communities have suffered serious
and, in some cases, overwhelming dam-
age.

I stand today with those affected by
this disaster and pledge every effort
will be made to give shelter to those
who need it, give care to those who are
hurt, and give assistance in the critical
effort to recover and rebuild.

——
FUND CORONAVIRUS RESEARCH

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam
Speaker, this week, the House should
consider legislation responding to the
threat of COVID-19, «called the
coronavirus, that poses a significant
threat to our Nation.

Since the end of December, over 3,000
people worldwide have died from the
virus, and there are over 91,000 con-
firmed cases. Without a specific treat-
ment protocol or vaccine, the virus is
dangerous and will likely reach the
level of a pandemic.

We need to fund scientific research
that can quickly diagnose and provide
therapies to prevent and treat the
virus.
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We need to give our first responders,
doctors, nurses, and public health
workers who are on the front lines
fighting this virus the resources and
support that they need.

We need to all look after each other.

Madam Speaker, I hope to support
this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

———

CONGRATULATING MIDWAY
ELEMENTARY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this year, Midway Elemen-
tary School in Lexington, South Caro-
lina, commemorated its 25th anniver-
sary and celebrated international rec-
ognition of its French immersion pro-
gram.

Midway Elementary is the only re-
cipient in South Carolina, one of just
five in the Southeast.

I appreciate Midway Elementary
Principal Jan Fickling, Lexington
County District One Superintendent
Dr. Greg Little, Lexington One School
Board Chair Cindy Smith, State Super-
intendent Molly Spearman, and all the
dedicated teachers and administrators
who work tirelessly to ensure student
success and opportunity.

As co-chair of the French Caucus, I
am grateful for our State’s French her-
itage, our first ally.

Lexington County hosts the largest
manufacturing facilities in the world
for Michelin Tire Corporation, with
over 2,000 appreciated employees.

We look forward to welcoming Am-
bassador of France Philippe Etienne to
visit South Carolina next month.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the global war on terrorism.

‘““Je parle Francais, un tres peu.” ‘I
speak French very little.”

————
RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TRIPLE
NEGATIVE BREAST CANCER

AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of National Triple Neg-
ative Breast Cancer Awareness Day,
which is recognized around the country
on March 3 each year.

This day is especially meaningful for
me, as my daughter, Lauren, battled
triple negative breast cancer for nearly
2 years before her death in August 2017.

Between 10 and 20 percent of breast
cancer patients are triple negative,
meaning they don’t respond to tradi-
tional hormone therapies. They are
considered more aggressive cancers,
and the prognosis is poor.

My daughter was very public in her
fight against breast cancer, and I know
that she would want me to use today to
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raise awareness and to encourage those
at risk to be screened.

I am humbled to have reintroduced a
resolution officially designating this
day in the hopes that, together, we can
bring greater awareness of triple nega-
tive breast cancer and encourage early
detection and treatment.

May we resolve to fight together
with the strength and courage that
Lauren demonstrated each and every
day to finally find a cure for this awful
and dreaded disease.

—————

EXTEND PAID FAMILY LEAVE TO
MORE FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

(Mr. BALDERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak on an issue that touches
the lives of countless Ohioans because
it affects everyone with loved ones and
family members.

When a hardworking Federal em-
ployee gives birth to a child, has a par-
ent is in the hospital, or needs to take
leave for any medical or family-related
reason, they are able to do so through
paid family leave.

Sadly, thousands of Federal employ-
ees, many of whom live and work in
Ohio’s 12th Congressional District,
were left out of the most recent reau-
thorization of paid family leave for
Federal employees.

These TSA agents; FAA workers, in-
cluding air traffic controllers at John
Glenn Airport; and VA healthcare pro-
viders, such as doctors, dentists, and
nurses, work hard. They deserve to
take time off for medical and family
reasons without affecting their pay.
That is why I introduced the VAlue
FAAmily Act, which would correct this
oversight and extend 12 weeks of paid
family leave to these forgotten em-
ployees.

FMLA, and the lives of Federal em-
ployees, should not be compromised.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to

cosponsor H.R. 5993, the VAlue
FAAmily Act.
————

ST. CROIX NEEDS PERMANENT
DIALYSIS FACILITY

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, in
2017, due to natural disaster and lack of
electricity, 200 dialysis patients were
forced to evacuate the Virgin Islands.

Some never returned; some are still
hoping to; and some who did may once
again have to leave. Patients on St.
Croix are still receiving treatment in a
mobile unit that faces an uncertain fu-
ture.

FEMA has slow-walked the release of
funding and guidelines that will allow
our hospital to build a permanent and
comfortable facility on the island for
lifesaving dialysis treatment.

The Centers for Medicaid and Medi-
care Services, CMS, has refused to re-

H1447

certify the temporary mobile unit, in-
stead giving the unit month-to-month
extensions, citing that, by now, there
should have been a more permanent
structure.

Stuck between FEMA’s slow-walk
and CMS’ decision are people, people
who need stability and empathy. If
these Americans are forced to make
the hard decision as to whether to
leave home again, these Federal agen-
cies would have failed them.

At least 15 of the dialysis patients
who were forced to leave the first time
are no longer with us. They passed
away before they were able to come
home.

This National Kidney Month, let’s
work to ensure that this doesn’t hap-
pen again.

———
0 1215

SERVICEMEMBERS SHOULD NOT
BE HARASSED BY DEBT COLLEC-
TORS

(Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to express my support for
H.R. 5003, the Fair Debt Collection
Practices for Servicemembers Act,
sponsored by Representative DEAN,
which passed the House unanimously. I
am a proud cosponsor of this bill and
was glad to vote for it.

As a former Army infantry officer, I
have seen debt collectors harass serv-
icemembers. This is made worse by col-
lectors who contact servicemembers’
superiors.

The U.S. military does not owe these
debts; they are the debt of the service-
member. So why should debt collectors
be in contact with someone who does
not owe the debt?

From a readiness perspective, our
commanding officers and noncommis-
sioned officers should be focused on
training our soldiers to fight and win
our Nation’s wars, not on Kkeeping
track of who owes what money to what
debt collector.

Just as debt collectors cannot hu-
miliate civilians by calling their
bosses, neither should they be allowed
to use such practices on our fighting
men and women. I am glad to see that
we can all agree that collection compa-
nies should abide by the same rules and
restrictions for enlisted servicemem-
bers as they do when collecting debts
from private citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage the Senate
to take up this bill immediately.

————

KEEP AMERICAN PEOPLE SAFE
FROM CORONAVIRUS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, two
Rhode Islanders have already tested
positive for coronavirus, and dozens
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more are being monitored. Across the
globe, more than 90,000 are sick and
3,000 have died.

Rhode Islanders and all Americans
deserve a strong, effective, and fully
funded response to this health crisis.
That is why the House will vote this
week on an emergency appropriations
bill that addresses the scale and seri-
ousness of the coronavirus epidemic.
This bill will ensure public health offi-
cials have the resources they need
right now.

It is critical that the Senate send it
to the President’s desk as soon as the
House acts, and, for his part, the Presi-
dent needs to stop calling this situa-
tion a hoax. This isn’t about him; it is
about protecting the American people.
When the bill gets to his desk, he
should sign it and then step aside and
let the scientists, the doctors, and the
public health experts do their jobs.

This is no time for politics. It is
about Kkeeping the American people
safe. The House will do our job. The
President should start doing his.

AMERICA WILL ADAPT TO MEET
CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH
CORONAVIRUS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as com-
pared to other historic viruses and out-
breaks in recent years, the
coronavirus, so far, is a lesser threat.

Let’s compare it to HIN1, also known
as the swine flu of 2009. The CDC has
estimated that approximately 60 mil-
lion people in the U.S. contracted HIN1
during that 2009 outbreak, leading to
the death of around 12,000 Americans.

Even more alarming, during this cur-
rent 2019-2020 flu season, approxi-
mately 18,000 people, unfortunately,
have died as a result of the more con-
ventional flu. Currently, in the U.S.,
there are 105 confirmed cases of
coronavirus, resulting in the unfortu-
nate death of six people so far. We ex-
pect these numbers will go up.

While this outbreak is, indeed, a
problem, the CDC, not politicians, con-
tinue to claim that the American pub-
lic are wunlikely to be exposed to
coronavirus.

During the Republican majority in
Congress, we made several strategic in-
vestments in key health resources to
prevent the spread of a virus like this
one, including a 24 percent increase in
CDC funding and a 70 percent increase
in infectious disease response.

So, instead of sounding an alarm, I
encourage my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to continue to remind
Americans that our country will adapt
to the challenges coming.

For people, individually: Work on
limiting your own risk by washing
your hands frequently.
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HONORING KATY CHRISTIAN
MINISTRIES

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, with
Easter around the corner, I rise to heap
praise on an icon in Katy, Texas, in
Fort Bend County. Her name is Deysi
Crespo. She is the CEO of Katy Chris-
tian Ministries, otherwise known as
KCM.

KCM has one holy mission: trans-
forming life through God’s grace and
generosity of the community.

KCM has 52 member churches, part-
ners. Deysi started there as a volunteer
in the resale shop in 2007.

Deysi is a living, breathing example
that the American Dream comes
through faith. At 7 years old, she left
rampant poverty in Central America
for Katy, Texas. After a few months,
she no longer hungered for food.

Deysi had a building hunger inside of
her body to end poverty for others and
intervene in crisis with God’s love. The
rest is history. Under Deysi’s leader-
ship, KCM earned a four-star rating
from Charity Navigator and the Hurri-
cane Harvey Response Award from the
Houston Food Bank.

If you are in Katy this March, say
hola, or hello, to Deysi. She will be at
the Katy Charity Bubble Run. That is
set on March 28 in Katy, Texas, and
Deysi guarantees the love of Christ will
be waiting for all who come to the Bub-
ble Run.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 3, 2020.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 3, 2020, at 9:21 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 5671.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.
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CONDEMNING CONTINUED VIO-
LENCE AGAINST CIVILIANS BY
ARMED GROUPS IN THE CEN-
TRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 387) condemning
continued violence against civilians by
armed groups in the Central African
Republic and supporting efforts to
achieve a lasting political solution to
the conflict, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 387

Whereas the overthrow of the Government
of the Central African Republic in March
2013 and subsequent violence has led to the
proliferation of multiple armed groups,
which have been responsible for widespread
atrocities based on perceived or actual reli-
gious or ethnic identities;

Whereas the United Nations (UN) con-
cluded in 2014 that the Central African Re-
public’s minority Muslim community had
been the target of ethnic cleansing, and mul-
tiple UN officials have warned of a risk of
genocide;

Whereas, according to the United Nations,
an estimated 2,900,000 people are in need of
humanitarian assistance, over 590,000 Central
Africans are refugees in neighboring coun-
tries, and over 640,000 people are displaced,
most of whom are women and children;

Whereas armed groups continue to engage
in gross human rights abuses, violence, pil-
laging, and the illicit trafficking of natural
resources such as ivory, gold, cattle, and dia-
monds;

Whereas armed groups have intentionally
targeted personnel from the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization
Mission in the Central African Republic
(MINUSCA), aid workers, and journalists,
making the Central African Republic one of
the world’s most dangerous operating envi-
ronments for humanitarian actors;

Whereas the Central African Republic has
made significant progress toward democracy
by conducting democratic elections despite
the lack of security around electoral polling
stations and some irregularities, and inaugu-
rated President Faustin-Archange Touadéra
in March 2016;

Whereas the establishment of the Special
Criminal Court in June 2017 and the creation
of more than 1,000 peace committees across
the country demonstrate a genuine commit-
ment to justice and accountability on the
part of the people of the Central African Re-
public; and

Whereas, since 2013, the United States has
been the largest single donor to the humani-
tarian response in the Central African Re-
public, promoted peace and social cohesion,
supported the deployment of MINUSCA, en-
acted sanctions against senior leaders of
armed groups, and provided life-saving as-
sistance to communities in the Central Afri-
can Republic affected by the crisis: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that strong United States
leadership and support for the stability of
the Central African Republic is necessary for
the security and future stability of the re-
gion;

(2) condemns violence against civilians,
humanitarian workers, journalists, faith
leaders, and United Nations peacekeepers by
all armed actors operating within the Cen-
tral African Republic;
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(3) welcomes the signing of the Khartoum
Peace Agreement in February 2019 and urges
all parties to adhere to the terms of the
agreement, including participating in efforts
to disarm and demobilize combatants, to ad-
vance long-term sustainable peace for the
citizens of the Central African Republic;

(4) supports continued efforts by the Gov-
ernment of the Central African Republic,
with support from the African Union and
United Nations, to combat the threat posed
by armed groups;

(5) calls on the international community,
including all members of the United Nations
Security Council as well as neighboring
countries, to support constructive efforts to-
ward peace in the Central African Republic;

(6) calls on the Government of the Central
African Republic to ensure that all state se-
curity forces adhere to civilian command, re-
frain from human rights abuses, and sever
any and all links to armed groups except in
the framework of disarmament, demobiliza-
tion, and reintegration under the Khartoum
Agreement; and

(7) urges the Secretary of State and the
Administrator of the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID), in
coordination with other relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies, to—

(A) provide life-saving humanitarian and
development assistance to support vulner-
able populations and build local capacity to
support sustainable agricultural production
in the Central African Republic;

(B) support the efforts of local commu-
nities, nongovernmental organizations, and
the Government of the Central African Re-
public to prevent atrocities along religious
and ethnic lines, including through programs
that focus on peacebuilding, reconciliation,
human rights, good and inclusive govern-
ance, justice, security sector reform, and the
implementation of the Khartoum Agree-
ment;

(C) work with the United Nations, African
Union, and regional governments and organi-
zations to enforce existing sanctions related
to the Central African Republic and address
cross-border flows of illicit arms, natural re-
sources, and armed groups;

(D) ensure that United States assistance is
well-coordinated among agencies and with
other donors to maximize diplomatic, devel-
opment, and defense resources to support
peace, stability, and the Central African Re-
public’s journey to self-reliance;

(E) undertake efforts to prioritize mutual
interests between the United States and the
Central African Republic and take steps to
position the United States as a leader work-
ing with the Government of the Central Afri-
can Republic in the areas of reconstruction,
postconflict remediation, and institution
building, as well as taking steps to combat
Russian influence in the country and region;

(F') support rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion programs led by the Central African Re-
public Government, nongovernmental orga-
nizations, and regional government partners
for children, youth, and adults that have de-
mobilized from armed groups, including the
Lord’s Resistance Army;

(G) ensure that the United States Embassy
in Bangui, including USAID presence, and
the Department of State Africa Bureau have
adequate staffing and funding to carry out
their programs and objectives; and

(H) ensure that the United Nations Multi-
dimensional Integrated Stabilization Mis-
sion in the Central African Republic has ade-
quate resources, including personnel, tem-
porary forward operating bases, and force en-
abling equipment, to carry out its civilian
protection mandate and more effectively
project the presence of the United Nations.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) and the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. CURTIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Rhode Island.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
381.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island?

There was no objection.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 387 and thank my colleagues
for their support of this bipartisan res-
olution.

As the gentleman knows, the desta-
bilizing overthrow of the Government
of the Central African Republic, or
CAR, in March 2013 has led to a pro-
liferation of armed rebel groups which
have been responsible for widespread
atrocities based on religious or ethnic
identities during this bloody conflict.
In 2014, the U.N. concluded that CAR’s
minority Muslim community had been
the target of ethnic cleansing, and
multiple U.N. officials have warned of
a risk of genocide.

These armed groups continue to en-
gage in gross human rights abuses, in-
cluding violence, pillaging, and the il-
licit trafficking of natural resources
such as ivory, gold, cattle, and dia-
monds.

However, despite the lack of security
around electoral polling stations, CAR
has made significant progress toward
democracy by conducting democratic
elections, ultimately inaugurating
President Touadera in March of 2016.
Yet, armed groups still control much of
the country’s territory, ethnic and reli-
gious violence occurs frequently, and
the central government still struggles
with basic security and governance.

Despite these challenges, the central
government and armed groups signed a
landmark peace deal in February of
2019 that lays out a path toward a
unity government, demobilization of
nonstate combatants, and the creation
of interim-mixed security units com-
promising security forces and former
rebels.

The United States has a long history
supporting CAR, establishing diplo-
matic relations in 1960 following their
independence from France. U.S. bilat-
eral aid to CAR totaled $34 million in
fiscal year 2018, including $18 million in
food aid, $13 million in security aid,
and $3 million in development aid.

Despite this, the United Nations esti-
mates 2.9 million people need humani-
tarian assistance, and over 640,000 peo-
ple have been displaced due to this con-
flict, most of whom are children and
women.

The United States has played an im-
portant role in brokering peace in
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CAR, and is currently the largest inter-
national donor, helping to strengthen
the central government, increase secu-
rity, and maintain peace.

Actors, such as Russia, have engaged
in CAR in ways that are detrimental to
American interests; therefore, it is
vital that we continue to support the
people of CAR in achieving peace and a
democratic transition. That is why I
am proud to sponsor this legislation, to
reiterate that Congress and the United
States Government is committed to
achieving peace in CAR.

Specifically, this resolution con-
demns violence against civilians, hu-
manitarian workers, journalists, faith
leaders, and United Nations peace-
keepers by all armed groups operating
within the Central African Republic.

It welcomes the signing of the Khar-
toum Peace Agreement in February
2019 and urges all parties to adhere to
the terms of the agreement.

It calls on the international commu-
nity, including all members of the
United Nations Security Council as
well as neighboring countries, to con-
tinually reassess and implement strat-
egies that demonstrate clear progress
in achieving peace in the Central Afri-
can Republic.

It calls on the Government of the
Central African Republic to ensure
that all state security forces adhere to
civilian command, refrain from human
rights abuses, and sever any and all
links to armed groups, except in the
framework of disarmament, demobili-
zation, and reintegration under the
peace agreement.

It urges the State Department and
USAID to take steps to ensure that
American assistance programs support
local sustainable agriculture, other de-
velopment efforts to create human
well-being, and peace in CAR.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this resolution to condemn contin-
ued violence against civilians by armed
groups in the Central African Republic
and supporting efforts to achieve last-
ing peace in the country.

I want to thank my colleagues, Con-
gressman CICILLINE and Congressman
FORTENBERRY, for introducing this res-
olution and for their commitment to
this important issue.

Since the fighting began in 2013,
thousands of civilians have been killed.
Over half of the population is in need of
humanitarian assistance, and more
than 1 million people have been dis-
placed from their homes.

Still, today, most of the country re-
mains under armed group control, and
the democratically elected government
continues to struggle to project any
state authority. The humanitarian suf-
fering is dire.

I am also deeply concerned with the
rapid increase in Russian activity
across the country. AFRICOM Com-
mander General Townsend testified
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last month that Russia is deploying
paramilitary contractors, extracting
minerals, and attempting to buy influ-
ence in the Central African Republic.
This includes the notorious Wagner
Group mercenaries responsible for hor-
rible atrocities in Libya and Syria.
Russian malign activity in Central Af-
rican Republic is further destabilizing
this fragile and war-torn country.

This resolution urges all parties to
fully adhere to the terms of the Feb-
ruary 2019 peace agreement and cease
attacks on civilians. It also calls on
the international community to in-
crease engagement to support efforts
to implement the peace agreement and
combat Russian malign influence. I
urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan resolution.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I again want
to thank my colleagues for their hard
work to highlight the situation in the
Central African Republic.

The U.S. is both the largest donor of
humanitarian assistance and largest
contributor to U.N. peacekeeping oper-
ations in the Central African Republic.
Our assistance provides critical food
and medicine to vulnerable and remote
populations. However, the critical
needs remain, and we must urge our
partners to do more. Supporting last-
ing peace and efforts to stabilize the
Central African Republic is in the U.S.
interest.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, I once again thank the
chairman and ranking member for
their support and urge passage of this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

0 1230

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 387, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

MALALA YOUSAFZAI
SCHOLARSHIP ACT

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4508) to expand the number of
scholarships available to Pakistani
women under the Merit and Needs-
Based Scholarship Program, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
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The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 4508

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Yousafzai Scholarship Act”’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) In late 2008, Malala Yousafzai began
making the case for access to education for
women and girls despite objections from the
Pakistani Taliban. On October 9, 2012, Malala
was shot in the head by Pakistani Taliban on
her way home from school.

(2) In 2013, Malala Yousafzai and her father
Ziauddin Yousafzai co-founded the Malala
Fund. The Malala Fund works to secure
twelve years of free, safe, and quality edu-
cation for all girls. Completion of a full
twelve-year cycle of primary and secondary
education ensures a pipeline of girls able to
pursue higher education.

(3) On July 12, 2013, Malala delivered a
speech before the United Nations General As-
sembly calling for expanded access to edu-
cation for women and girls across the globe.
She said, ‘‘[L]et us wage a glorious struggle
against illiteracy, poverty, and terrorism.
Let us pick up our books and our pens. They
are the most powerful weapons ... Edu-
cation is the only solution.”’.

(4) On October 10, 2014, Malala Yousafzai
became the co-recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize for her ‘‘struggle against the suppres-
sion of children and young people and for the
right of all children to education’.

(5) According to the United Nations 2016
Global Education Monitoring Report, more
than 130 million girls worldwide are out of
school. 15 million girls of primary-school age
will never enter a classroom. As of 2016, at
least 500 million adult women across the
globe are illiterate.

(6) According to the World Bank, ‘“Girls’
education is a strategic development pri-
ority. Better educated women tend to be
healthier, participate more in the formal
labor market, earn higher incomes, . ..
marry at a later age, and enable better
health care and education for their children,
should they choose to become mothers. All
these factors combined can help lift house-
holds, communities, and nations out of pov-
erty.”.

(7) In 2015, all United Nations Member
States, including the United States, adopted
quality education, including access to higher
education, and gender equality as sustain-
able development goals to be attained by
2030. One of the education goal targets is to
‘“‘ensure equal access for all women and men
to affordable and quality technical, voca-
tional and tertiary education, including uni-
versity’’.

(8) In January 2010, Secretary of State Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton stated, ‘““We will open
the doors of education to all citizens, but es-
pecially to girls and women ... We are
doing all of these things because we have
seen that when women and girls have the
tools to stay healthy and the opportunity to
contribute to their families” well-being,
they flourish and so do the people around
them.

(9) In February 2019, the White House
launched the Women’s Global Development
and Prosperity Initiative to advance wom-
en’s economic empowerment across the globe
and reach more than 100,000 women.

(10) The World Economic Forum ranks
Pakistan the second lowest among all coun-
tries in the world evaluated for gender equal-
ity. On educational attainment for women,
Pakistan is ranked the tenth lowest.

‘“Malala

March 3, 2020

(11) In Pakistan, the rate of higher edu-
cation enrollment beyond high school for
girls and women is just 9 percent as reported
by the World Bank. The global rate is 40 per-
cent. Less than 6 percent of women 25 and
older in Pakistan attain a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent as of 2016.

(12) Factors such as poverty, early mar-
riage, disability, ethnicity, and religion can
contribute to the lack of educational oppor-
tunities for women in marginalized commu-
nities.

(13) According to the World Bank, ‘‘Higher
education benefits both individuals and soci-
ety. Economic returns for college graduates
are the highest in the entire educational sys-
tem—an average 17 percent increase in earn-
ings per year of schooling as compared with
10 percent for primary school.”.

(14) The United States provides critical for-
eign assistance to Pakistan’s education sec-
tor to improve access to and the quality of
basic and higher education. Since 2010, the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment (referred to in this Act as
“USAID”) has awarded more than 6,000
scholarships for young women to receive
higher education in Pakistan.

(15) The Merit and Needs-Based Scholar-
ship Program administered by USAID
awards scholarships to academically tal-
ented, financially needy Pakistani students
from all regions, including female students
from rural areas of the country, to pursue
bachelor’s or master’s degrees at partici-
pating Pakistani universities.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) every individual should have the oppor-
tunity to pursue a full cycle of primary, sec-
ondary, and higher education;

(2) every individual, regardless of gender,
socio-economic status, ethnicity, or religion
should have the opportunity to pursue an
education without fear of discrimination;

(3) educational exchanges promote institu-
tional linkages between the United States
and Pakistan; and

(4) recipients of scholarships referred to in
section 4 should commit to improving their
local communities.

(b) CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR EDUCATIONAL
INITIATIVES IN PAKISTAN.—Congress encour-
ages the Department of State and USAID to
continue their support for initiatives led by
the Government of Pakistan and civil soci-
ety that promote education in Pakistan, es-
pecially education for women, in accordance
with USAID’s 2018 Education Policy.

SEC. 4. MERIT AND NEEDS-BASED SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The USAID Adminis-
trator shall award at least 50 percent of the
number of scholarships under the Merit and
Needs-Based Scholarship Program (referred
to in this Act as the ‘‘Program’) to women
for each of the calendar years 2020 through
2022.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) CRITERIA.—The scholarships available
under subsection (a) may only be awarded in
accordance with other scholarship eligibility
criteria already established by USAID.

(2) ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES.—Scholarships
authorized under subsection (a) shall be
awarded for a range of disciplines to improve
the employability of graduates and to meet
the needs of the scholarship recipients.

(3) OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS.—The USAID Ad-
ministrator shall make every effort to award
50 percent of the scholarships available
under the Program to Pakistani women.

(c) LEVERAGING INVESTMENT.—The USAID
Administrator shall, to the greatest extent
practicable, consult with and leverage in-
vestments by the Pakistani private sector
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and Pakistani diaspora communities in the
United States as part of USAID’s greater ef-
fort to improve the quality of, expand access
to, and ensure sustainability of education
programs in Pakistan.

SEC. 5. ANNUAL CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The USAID Adminis-
trator shall designate appropriate USAID of-
ficials to brief the appropriate congressional
committees, not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter for the next 3 years, on the imple-
mentation of section 4.

(b) CONTENTS.—The briefing described in
subsection (a) shall include, among other rel-
evant information, for the most recently
concluded fiscal year—

(1) the total number of scholarships that
were awarded through the Program, includ-
ing a breakdown by gender;

(2) the disciplines of study chosen by the
scholarship recipients;

(3) the percentage of the scholarships that
were awarded to students seeking a bach-
elor’s degree or a master’s degree, respec-
tively;

(4) the percentage of scholarship recipients
who voluntarily dropped out of school or
were involuntarily pushed out of the pro-
gram for failure to meet program require-
ments; and

(5) the percentage of scholarship recipients
who dropped out of school due to retaliation
for seeking an education, to the extent that
such information is available.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) and the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. CURTIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Rhode Island.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4508.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island?

There was no objection.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, when we break down
the barriers holding women back, they
lift up entire communities. Top econo-
mists back this up. The World Bank
says that financing girls’ education has
the highest return on investment in
the developing world. We know that
the impact isn’t just economic. When
girls have access to education, they
can inspire millions, empower their
communities, and change the world.

Look at Malala Yousafzai. Malala
bravely put her education to use by
blogging about the brutality of Taliban
rule in her hometown and advocating
for girls’ rights to education.

The Pakistani Taliban tried to si-
lence her with a violent attack on her
life. She survived, and she didn’t back
down. Malala’s continued commitment
to advancing women’s rights and ex-
panding access to education has reso-
nated with millions of people and
spurred action around the world.

When we look at Malala, we see an
inspiring source of strength, of dedica-
tion, and of bravery. We also see what
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women are capable of when they have
the opportunity to go to school and use
their voices. So, I am pleased that we
are moving forward this bill named in
Malala’s honor that will strengthen the
United States’ investments in edu-
cational opportunities for Pakistani
girls.

The Malala Yousafzai Scholarship
Act will require that at least 50 percent
of USAID’s Merit and Needs-Based
Scholarships in Pakistan are awarded
to women.

I want to thank my colleague and
friend from New York (Mr. JEFFRIES)
for introducing this excellent measure.
I am proud to support it, and I urge all
my colleagues to join me in doing so.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this bill which reauthorizes a USAID
Merit and Needs-Based Scholarship
program named after Malala Yousafzai.

Malala is a Pakistani activist who
began making the case for access to
education for women and girls in 2008
despite objections from the Pakistani
Taliban.

In October 2012, she was shot in the
head by the Taliban in an assassination
attempt in retaliation for her activism.
Malala, just 15 years old at the time,
miraculously survived and continues to
fight for access to education for every
child.

I want to thank my colleagues, Con-
gressman JEFFRIES and Congress-
woman WAGNER, for introducing this
bill and for their work on this issue.

Specifically, this bill authorizes for 3
years a USAID Merit and Needs-Based
Scholarship program to academically
talented, financially needy Pakistani
students to pursue a bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s degree at participating Pakistani
universities. At least half of the num-
ber of scholarships shall go to women,
and the administrator shall make
every effort to award at least half of
the scholarships under the program to
go to Pakistani women.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I just want to, again,
really speak to the importance of this
resolution, because we have examples
all over the world of where, when
women are empowered, it lifts up an
entire community; and that when
women have a voice, they not only con-
tribute to their own empowerment,
their own development, and their own
success, but have an enormous, posi-
tive impact on their local communities
in the regions in which they live.

It has often been said that one of the
best investments we can make is in
education, and I think Malala’s story is
an example of the transformative
power of education, not only in terms
of economic security, but in terms of
building democracy and civil society.
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So this legislation will ensure that
we intentionally and purposefully in-
vest in young women and girls because
of not only the impact it will have on
their own lives but what it will mean
to the communities they are a part of.

I want to really applaud the chief
sponsor of this, my friend and col-
league, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, the chair of
the Democratic Caucus, who has really
made this a priority in his work.

During discussions in the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee there was bipartisan
recognition of the significant invest-
ment in women and girls; that that had
to be a priority, and that it would be a
tool to advancing economic success, to
advancing educational success, and to
really help build a civil society. These
are very often regions which, for a very
long time, women and girls were ex-
cluded from those opportunities.

So this resolution will be really
transformative and will really help to
ensure that Pakistan can serve as a
model for what happens when you actu-
ally invest in women and girls and the
difference it can make in the societies
in that country that will be an exam-
ple, I think, to the rest of the world.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the words of
my colleague. I would add to that just
a few thoughts. My mother grew up on
a farm in Dingle, Idaho. Her high
school class had eight people in it, and
she traveled to New York City to get a
master’s degree from New York Univer-
sity.

I am so pleased for the women in my
life and in our community who have
led the way, but acknowledge, Mr.
Speaker, that so many people around
the world don’t have that same oppor-
tunity. For that, I applaud my col-
leagues for the work on this bill and

for promoting this very important
issue.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the very distinguished
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES), who is the author of this
very important piece of legislation, the
Democratic Caucus chair, and my
friend.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, the distinguished gentleman
from Rhode Island, for yielding and for
his leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4508, a bill to expand the pipeline of
women and girls in Pakistan entering
higher education.

At home and abroad, women and girls
face barriers to obtaining education,
hindering their ability to fill their po-
tential. Barriers include the cost of
education, inadequate infrastructure,
violence, cultural norms, and gender
discrimination. As a result, today at
least 500 million women and girls
across the globe struggle with literacy.

In Pakistan, the hurdles that women
and girls face when seeking education
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are especially pronounced. In late 2008,
Malala, whose name this bill is in
honor of, began making the case for
education for women and girls in Paki-
stan. Despite objections from the
Taliban, she continued to advocate this
cause at great personal risk.

On October 9, 2012, Malala was on the
way home when the Taliban ambushed
her bus and shot her in the head. Re-
markably, she survived. Instead of
stopping her efforts, she continued to
speak out, to stand up, and to step out,
becoming a world-renowned figure in
the fight for education.

As she said before the United Nations
General Assembly: ‘““‘So, let us wage a
glorious struggle against illiteracy,
poverty, and terrorism, let us pick up
our books and our pens, they are the
most powerful weapons. . . . Education
is the only solution.”

In October 2014, Malala became a co-
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize for
her struggle against the suppression of
children and young people and for the
right of all children to education.

To this day Malala continues her
work in this area.

Still, despite all the progress that
has been made, only 32 percent of pri-
mary school-age girls are in school in
Pakistan. After primary and secondary
school, the rate of higher education en-
rollment for girls drops down to just 9
percent. Less than 6 percent of women
25 and older attain a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent in Pakistan.

The U.S. Agency For International
Development’s Merit and Needs-Based
Scholarship program currently funds
full tuition and stipends for financially
strained Pakistani youth to complete a
bachelor’s or master’s degree at part-
ner universities across Pakistan. This
legislation would ensure that at least
half of those scholarship recipients go
to Pakistani women. Empowering girls
with access to education is not just the
right thing to do, it is the smart thing
to do for Pakistan and for the global
community.

I want to thank Chairman ENGEL and
Ranking Member McCAUL of the For-
eign Affairs Committee for their lead-
ership. I also want to thank Congress-
woman ANN WAGNER for her tremen-
dous leadership and for her partnership
on this legislation to support every
girl’s right to an education.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
I again want to thank my colleagues
for their hard work to expand the num-
ber of scholarships available to Paki-
stani women under USAID’s Merit and
Needs-Based Scholarship Program.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to ac-
knowledge the extraordinary work of
USAID and their focus on education
and how critical that is to the develop-
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ment of communities all across the
world and, importantly, that we fully
fund USAID’s efforts, and also to rec-
ognize that this focus on education is a
focus that continues to pay dividends.

I particularly want to acknowledge
the leadership of Chairman JEFFRIES in
recognizing the particular responsi-
bility that we have to invest in women
and girls and what a transformative
difference that makes in countries.
Pakistan will be able to show the world
the difference that it makes when you
give women and girls an opportunity to
realize their full potential. This act
will ensure that at least half of those
scholarships go to girls. It is a very im-
portant piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support it, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4508, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

TAIWAN ALLIES INTERNATIONAL
PROTECTION AND ENHANCE-
MENT INITIATIVE (TAIPEI) ACT
OF 2019

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 1678) to express United States sup-
port for Taiwan’s diplomatic alliances
around the world, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1678

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Taiwan Al-
lies International Protection and Enhance-
ment Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019,

SEC. 2. DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH TAIWAN.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (Pub-
lic Law 96-8) states that it is the policy of
the United States ‘‘to preserve and promote
extensive, close, and friendly commercial,
cultural, and other relations between the
people of the United States and the people on
Taiwan”.

(2) The Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 states
that it is the policy of the United States ‘‘to
maintain the capacity of the United States
to resist any resort to force or other forms of
coercion that would jeopardize the security,
or the social or economic system, of the peo-
ple on Taiwan’.

(3) Taiwan is a free, democratic, and pros-
perous nation of 23,000,000 people and an im-
portant contributor to peace and stability
around the world.
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(4) Since the election of President Tsai
Ing-wen as President of Taiwan in 2016, the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China has intensified its efforts to pressure
Taiwan.

(5) Since 2016, the Gambia, Sao Tome and
Principe, Panama, the Dominican Republic,
Burkina Faso, El Salvador, the Solomon Is-
lands, and Kiribati have severed diplomatic
relations with Taiwan in favor of diplomatic
relations with China.

(6) Taiwan currently maintains full diplo-
matic relations with 15 nations around the
world.

(7) Taiwan’s unique relationship with the
United States, Australia, India, Japan, and
other countries are of significant benefit in
strengthening Taiwan’s economy and pre-
serving its international space.

(8) According to President Tsai Ing-wen,
the severance of diplomatic ties with Taiwan
in favor of diplomatic relations with China is
“part of a series of diplomatic and military
acts of coercion’ by China.

(9) The Asia Reassurance Initiative Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-409) states that—

(A) it is United States policy ‘‘to support
the close economic, political, and security
relationship between Taiwan and the United
States’; and

(B) the President should—

(i) ““‘conduct regular transfers of defense ar-
ticles to Taiwan that are tailored to meet
the existing and likely future threats from
the People’s Republic of China, including
supporting the efforts of Taiwan to develop
and integrate asymmetric capabilities, as
appropriate, including mobile, survivable,
and cost-effective capabilities, into its mili-
tary forces’’; and

(ii) ‘“‘encourage the travel of high-level
United States officials to Taiwan, in accord-
ance with the Taiwan Travel Act”.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON TRADE AND
ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH TAI-
WAN.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States and Taiwan have
built a strong economic partnership, with
the United States now Taiwan’s second larg-
est trading partner and with Taiwan the 11th
largest trading partner of the United States
and a key destination for United States agri-
cultural exports;

(2) strong United States-Taiwan economic
relations have been a positive factor in stim-
ulating economic growth and job creation for
the people of both the United States and Tai-
wan; and

(3) the United States Trade Representative
should consult with Congress on opportuni-
ties for further strengthening bilateral trade
and economic relations between the United
States and Taiwan.

SEC. 4. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES WITH RE-
GARD TO TAIWAN’S PARTICIPATION
IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.

It should be the policy of the United
States—

(1) to advocate, as appropriate—

(A) for Taiwan’s membership in all inter-
national organizations in which statehood is
not a requirement and in which the United
States is also a participant; and

(B) for Taiwan to be granted observer sta-
tus in other appropriate international orga-
nizations;

(2) to instruct, as appropriate, representa-
tives of the United States Government in all
organizations described in paragraph (1) to
use the voice, vote, and influence of the
United States to advocate for Taiwan’s mem-
bership or observer status in such organiza-
tions; and

(3) for the President or the President’s des-
ignees to advocate, as appropriate, for Tai-
wan’s membership or observer status in all
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organizations described in paragraph (1) as
part of any relevant bilateral engagements
between the United States and the People’s
Republic of China, including leader summits
and the U.S.-China Comprehensive Economic
Dialogue.

SEC. 5. STRENGTHENING OF TIES WITH TAIWAN.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States Government
should—

(1) support Taiwan in strengthening its of-
ficial diplomatic relationships as well as
other partnerships with countries in the
Indo-Pacific region and around the world;

(2) consider, in certain cases as appropriate
and in alignment with United States inter-
ests, increasing its economic, security, and
diplomatic engagement with nations that
have demonstrably strengthened, enhanced,
or upgraded relations with Taiwan; and

(3) consider, in certain cases as appro-
priate, in alignment with United States for-
eign policy interests and in consultation
with Congress, altering its economic, secu-
rity, and diplomatic engagement with na-
tions that take serious or significant actions
to undermine the security or prosperity of
Taiwan.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for five years, the Sec-
retary of State shall report to the appro-
priate congressional committees on the steps
taken in accordance with subsection (a).

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Appropriations, and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Appropriations, and the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) and the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. CURTIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Rhode Island.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1678.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island?

There was no objection.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the United States
shares a special relationship with Tai-
wan, rooted in a wide range of shared
values. Yes, Taiwan is a vibrant democ-
racy. That is the core of our friendship.
At the same time, Taiwan is a model
global citizen, making extraordinary
contributions to global health, avia-
tion safety, and other areas aimed at
improving people’s lives. It is this spir-
it of generosity and commitment to
building a safer, more stable world that
makes Taiwan such a valuable partner.

This stands in sharp relief to the
record of the People’s Republic of
China. It is a comparison the Chinese
Government doesn’t seem to like,
based on the PRC’s constant attempt

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

to restrict Taiwan’s ability to operate
on the global stage, including efforts
by Beijing to poach Taiwan’s diplo-
matic partners.

The Chinese Government is a bully.
They want to try to isolate Taiwan,
and their tactics shouldn’t go unan-
swered.

This bill, the TAIPEI Act, would help
us provide a part of that answer. It
calls on the administration to examine
our policies toward countries that take
steps that undermine Taiwan. It calls
on the administration to take addi-
tional steps to ensure that Taiwan can
participate in international organiza-
tions, and supports Taiwan’s efforts to
build stronger partnerships with other
countries around the world.

However, perhaps the most impor-
tant thing that we can do for Taiwan is
to push the U.S. Trade Representative
to look for new ways to ramp up bilat-
eral trade and economic ties with Tai-
wan. Giving Taiwan economic alter-
natives will be critical for Taiwan’s
economic future and will benefit the
United States.

This is good legislation, and it sends
a strong and important message to our
friends in Taiwan and to the Chinese
Government.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to support
this measure, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, February 25, 2020.
Hon. ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ENGEL: In recognition of
the desire to expedite consideration of S.
1678, ‘‘Taiwan Allies International Protec-
tion and Enhancement Initiative Act of
2019,” the Committee on Ways and Means
agrees to waive formal consideration of the
bill as to provisions that fall within the rule
X jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

The Committee on Ways and Means takes
this action with the mutual understanding
that we do not waive any jurisdiction over
the subject matter contained in this or simi-
lar legislation, and the Committee will be
appropriately consulted and involved as the
bill or similar legislation moves forward so
that we may address any remaining issues
within our jurisdiction. The Committee also
reserves the right to seek appointment of an
appropriate number of conferees to any
House-Senate conference involving this or
similar legislation.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
and would ask that a copy of our exchange of
letter on this matter be included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration
of S. 1678.

Sincerely,
RICHARD E. NEAL,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2020.
Hon. RICHARD E. NEAL,
Committee on Ways and Means,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN NEAL: I am writing to you
concerning S. 1678, the Taiwan Allies Inter-
national Protection and Enhancement Ini-
tiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019. I appreciate
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your willingness to work cooperatively on
this legislation.

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill
fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Ways and Means under House Rule X, and
that your Committee will forgo action on S.
1678 to expedite floor consideration. I further
acknowledge that the inaction of your Com-
mittee with respect to the bill does not
waive any future jurisdictional claim over
the matters contained in the bill that fall
within your jurisdiction. I will also support
the appointment of Committee on Ways and
Means conferees during any House-Senate
conference convened on this legislation.

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of
letters is included in the Congressional
Record during floor consideration of the bill.
Thank you again for your cooperation re-
garding the legislation. I look forward to
continuing to work with you as the measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman.
0O 1245
Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
my bill, the TAIPEI Act, which does
three important things.

First, it endorses a U.S.-Taiwan free
trade agreement.

Second, it supports Taiwan’s mem-
bership in international institutions.

Third, finally, this bill helps Taiwan
maintain partners and allies around
the world.

Mr. Speaker, when I was a young
missionary living in Taiwan in 1979, 1
could hardly imagine that the day
would come when I could stand here
and help return the favor of 40 years
ago of their friendship and kindness to
me as a young man living amongst
them. My time in the region gave me a
unique understanding of the history
and the culture of these great people.

The TAIPEI Act strengthens our re-
lationship with our partner, Taiwan,
and it does this without spending a sin-
gle U.S. tax dollar.

I thank Senator GARDNER, the Senate
sponsor, for working with me on this
bill, as well as the bipartisan group of
47 Representatives who cosponsored
this important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I again
thank my colleagues for their support
on the TAIPEI Act. It will make a pow-
erful statement for us to pass this bill,
and I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, when China works to
intimidate and isolate a partner of the
United States, one that shares our val-
ues, our commitment to democracy,
our vision for engagement around, we
should stand by our partner’s side.
That is what American leadership is
supposed to look like.

That is exactly what we see hap-
pening with Taiwan, and if we really
support the U.S.-Taiwan partnership,
we need to help our partner get out
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from under China’s thumb. This bill
would help to do that and would send a
clear signal of the importance we place
on the U.S.-China relationship.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support this bill so we can send it to
the President’s desk, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1678, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE
THAT THE UNITED STATES CON-
DEMNS ALL FORMS OF VIO-
LENCE AGAINST CHILDREN
GLOBALLY

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 230) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
that the United States condemns all
forms of violence against children glob-
ally and recognizes the harmful im-
pacts of violence against children, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 230

Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the United States con-
demns all forms of violence against children
globally and recognizes the harmful impacts
of violence against children.

Whereas violence against children can take
many forms, including sexual violence, phys-
ical violence, emotional violence, abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation;

Whereas, each year, more than 1,000,000,000
children worldwide are exposed to violence;

Whereas, each year, the global economic
impact of physical, psychological, and sexual
violence against children is estimated to be
as high as $7,000,000,000,000, which is 8 per-
cent of global gross domestic product (‘‘glob-
al GDP”");

Whereas, around the world, an estimated 1
in 3 adolescent girls between 15 and 19 years
of age, or 84,000,000 girls, have been victims
of emotional, physical, or sexual violence,
which is often perpetrated by individuals the
girls know;

Whereas 1 in 5 girls in the developing world
is said to be married before reaching 18 years
of age and, of those girls, an estimated 1 in
9 is said to be married before reaching 15
years of age;

Whereas, according to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (‘““UNICEF”), if current child
marriage rates continue, 120,000,000 girls, an
average of 12,000,000 girls a year, will be mar-
ried before their 18th birthday over the next
decade;

Whereas 246,000,000 boys and girls experi-
ence school-related, gender-based violence
each year;
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Whereas children with disabilities report-
edly are 3 to 4 times more likely to experi-
ence physical or sexual violence;

Whereas the tens of millions of children
living outside of family care, including those
living on the streets, working away from
home, or in residential care, are particularly
vulnerable to violence and abuse;

Whereas an estimated 152,000,000 children
are involved in child labor and 4,300,000 chil-
dren are subject to forced labor, including in
situations of trafficking;

Whereas nearly half of the 68,500,000 indi-
viduals who are currently displaced by con-
flict and war around the world are children,
and displacement exposes those children to
increased risk of exploitation, violence, and
abuse;

Whereas, according to the United Nations,
from 2016 to 2017, verified cases of child re-
cruitment, including forcible recruitment,
and child participation in armed conflict—

(1) quadrupled in the Central African Re-
public;

(2) doubled in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo; and

(3) persisted at alarming levels in Somalia,
South Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, and
Yemen;

Whereas more than 10,000 children were
killed or maimed in 2017 in armed conflict;

Whereas the risks of online abuse and ex-
ploitation of children is constantly growing,
with the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children reviewing cases involving
25,000,000 child sexual abuse images in 2015,
up from 450,000 in 2004;

Whereas unaddressed exposure to violence
disrupts the development of critical brain ar-
chitecture and other organ structures, leav-
ing children at lifelong risk of disease and
reduced potential;

Whereas studies show toxic stress relating
to exposure to violent or dangerous environ-
ments becomes damaging to learning, behav-
ior, and health across a lifespan;

Whereas violence against children can lead
to negative health consequences, including
injury, noncommunicable and communicable
diseases, and poor maternal and child health
outcomes;

Whereas all forms of violence in childhood
have a significant negative impact on edu-
cational outcomes, including by reducing
school attendance and increasing dropout
rates, and can further limit access to the
physical, mental health, psychosocial, and
cognitive protections that safe educational
settings provide;

Whereas decades of behavioral and social
science research have demonstrated that
building adaptive capacities, known as resil-
ience, through stable and committed rela-
tionships with a supportive caregiver or
other adult can lessen the harmful develop-
mental effects of violence in children and
youth;

Whereas, according to the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development,
the United States invests 0.5 percent of offi-
cial development assistance in programs
that are designed to prevent and address vio-
lence against children and youth;

Whereas the United States, in coordination
with public-private partnerships and other
organizations, has endorsed the technical
package called “INSPIRE: Seven Strategies
for Ending Violence against Children’ (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘“‘INSPIRE”)
put forth by the World Health Organization
with substantial technical input from the
United States Government, including from
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and United States Agency for Inter-
national Development;

Whereas INSPIRE contains 7 evidence-
based strategies to end violence against chil-
dren that include—
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(1) implementing and enforcing relevant
laws;

(2) addressing harmful gender and other so-
cial norms;

(3) creating and sustaining safe commu-
nities;

(4) supporting parents and caregivers;

(5) improving household economic security
to reduce violence in the home;

(6) improving access to health services, so-
cial welfare, and criminal justice support;
and

(7) ensuring safe school environments that
provide gender-equitable education and so-
cial-emotional learning and life skills train-
ing; and

Whereas the United States Agency for
International Development, the Department
of State, the Department of Labor, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services
each play a critical role in preventing and
responding to violence against children and
youth: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that the United States—

(1) condemns all forms of violence against
children and youth globally, including phys-
ical, mental, and sexual violence, neglect,
abuse, maltreatment, and exploitation; and

(2) should—

(A) develop and implement a comprehen-
sive and coordinated strategy built on evi-
dence-based practices, including the tech-
nical package called “INSPIRE: Seven Strat-
egies for Ending Violence against Children”’
put forth by the World Health Organization;
and

(B) adopt common metrics and indicators
to monitor progress across Federal agencies
to prevent, address, and end violence against
children and youth globally, including harm-
ful impacts of violence on the healthy devel-
opment of children and the harmful eco-
nomic impact of violence against children
and youth globally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) and the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. CURTIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Rhode Island.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
230.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island?

There was no objection.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this measure, and I thank the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), my colleague, for his hard
work in bringing this resolution for-
ward.

More than a billion children world-
wide are exposed to violence each year.
This can take the form of sexual vio-

lence, physical violence, abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation. Adolescent
girls are an especially vulnerable

group. One in three girls between the
ages of 15 and 17 experience violent
acts and are often the victims of some-
one they know. Children with disabil-
ities are reportedly three to four times
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likelier to experience physical or sex-
ual abuse.

This violence has a lifetime impact
on the health and well-being of a grow-
ing child and on their community.
Children who experience violence have
higher rates of anxiety and depression
and are at greater risk of suicide.
These traumatic events have a lasting
impact, from reduced mneurological
functions, to poorer educational out-
comes, to higher rates of early and
child marriage.

Children should feel safe at home, in
school, and in their communities. But
it is in these places that most violence
against children occurs, often at the
hands of people they see every day.
These abuses shape their lives forever.

Violence against children can be pre-
vented. Implementing appropriate
laws, reinforcing positive norms and
values, creating safe environments, and
providing support to children and their
caregivers can help to address the risk
of violence perpetrated against chil-
dren.

This resolution puts the House on
record, saying the United States con-
demns all forms of violence—including
physical, mental, and sexual violence—
against children.

In addition, the resolution urges the
United States to adopt evidence-based
strategies to combat violence against
children as part of the World Health
Organization’s INSPIRE program, and
it urges the administration to develop
indicators and evaluation tools to mon-
itor violence against young people
globally across Federal agencies.

Mr. Speaker, it is a good measure. I
am glad to support it, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND
LABOR, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 28, 2020.
Hon. ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ENGEL: I write concerning
H. Res. 230, Expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that the United
States condemns all forms of violence
against children globally and recognizes the
harmful impacts of violence against chil-
dren. This resolution was primarily referred
to the Committee on Education and Labor,
and additionally to the Committees on For-
eign Affairs. As a result of Leadership and
Foreign Affairs having consulted with me
concerning this bill generally, I agree to
forgo formal consideration of the bill so the
bill may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor.

The Committee on Education and Labor
takes this action with our mutual under-
standing that by forgoing formal consider-
ation of H. Res. 230, we do not waive any ju-
risdiction over the subject matter contained
in this or similar legislation, and we will be
appropriately consulted and involved as the
resolution or similar legislation moves for-
ward so we may address any remaining issue
within our Rule X jurisdiction. I also request
that you support my request to name mem-
bers of the Committee on Education and
Labor to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions.

Finally, I would appreciate a response con-
firming this understanding and ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
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ter be included in the committee report for
H. Res. 230 and in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration thereof.
Very truly yours,
ROBERT C. ‘“‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, February 28, 2020.
Hon. BOBBY SCOTT,
Committee on Education and Labor,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SCOTT: I am writing to you
concerning H. Res. 230, Expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that the
United States condemns all forms of violence
against children globally and recognizes the
harmful impacts of violence against chil-
dren. I appreciate your willingness to work
cooperatively on this legislation.

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill
fall within the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Education and Labor under House Rule X,
and that your Committee will forgo action
on H. Res. 230, to expedite floor consider-
ation. I further acknowledge that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the
bill does not waive any future jurisdictional
claim over the matters contained in the bill
that fall within your jurisdiction. I will also
support the appointment of Committee on
Education and Labor conferees during any
House-Senate conference convened on this
legislation.

Lastly, I will ensure that our exchange of
letters is included in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD during floor consideration of the
bill. Thank you again for your cooperation
regarding the legislation. I look forward to
continuing to work with you as the measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman.
Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this resolution to condemn all forms
of violence against children around the
world. I thank my colleagues, Con-
gressman MCGOVERN and Congressman
WILSON, for introducing this resolution
and for their work to address this very
important issue.

Mr. Speaker, more than 1 billion chil-
dren around the world are victims of
violence each year. Violence, exploi-
tation, and abuse take many forms and
disproportionately affect children in
the most vulnerable populations, in-
cluding those in refugee settlements
and conflict zones.

These traumatic experiences have se-
rious and long-lasting effects on chil-
dren’s psychological, physical, and so-
cial development. But the negative
consequences of violence against chil-
dren spread far beyond individuals and
families. When children are prevented
from reaching their full potential, na-
tions suffer severe political and eco-
nomic setbacks.

The United States has been a global
leader in prioritizing programs to sup-
port the health and well-being of chil-
dren around the world through our for-
eign assistance programs, but we can
always do more.

This resolution encourages the devel-
opment of a coordinated and evidence-
based U.S. strategy to prevent, address,
and end this abuse.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), my friend,
the author of this important resolu-
tion, a champion of human rights, and
the co-chair of the Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding me
the time and for his leadership on pro-
grams that protect and address the
needs of vulnerable children here at
home and around the world.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to be
the author of this bipartisan resolu-
tion, along with Congressman JOE WIL-
SON. And I am very proud of the 62 bi-
partisan cosponsors on this bill who
represent the geographic and ideolog-
ical diversity of this House.

I also thank the broad coalition of
organizations that have worked so long
in support of this resolution, in par-
ticular, ChildFund, Save the Children,
World Vision, Futures Without Vio-
lence, and UNICEF USA.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a letter supporting this resolution from
these groups and others.

JANUARY 31, 2020.

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House, U.S. House of Represent-
atives, Washington, DC.

Hon. STENY HOYER,

Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, MAJORITY LEADER
HOYER, AND MINORITY LEADER MCCARTHY: AS
organizations committed to the protection
and health of children around the globe, we
kindly request that the House of Representa-
tives approve on suspension of the rules H.
Res. 230, a Congressional Resolution to End
Violence Against Children Globally. Our
community is proud of the strong bipartisan
support that H. Res. 230 has received in Con-
gress since it was introduced by Congress-
man Jim McGovern (D-MA) and Congress-
man Joe Wilson (R-SC) on March 14, 2019. It
is currently cosponsored by a bipartisan
group of more than 60 Members of Congress
and was previously approved by the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs on October 30,
2019.

Half of all children—one billion—are vic-
tims of violence each year and every five
minutes, a child dies as a result. Forms of vi-
olence include, but are not limited to,
human trafficking, child marriage, child
labor, homicide, and online exploitation and
sexual abuse. Early exposure to violence can
impair children’s brain development and
damage their circulatory, reproductive, and
immune systems, causing life-long risk of
disease and reduced potential. The global
economic cost of violence against children
has been measured to be as high as $7 trillion
dollars or 8% of the world’s GDP annually.

Fortunately, the United States Govern-
ment is uniquely positioned to drive efforts
to prevent and respond to violence against
children. Federal government agencies like
USAID, the State Department and the De-
partment of Labor are already hard at work
serving the world’s children. However, these
efforts are done without optimal coordina-
tion between agencies or an overarching,
government-wide strategy.
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The Congressional Resolution to End Vio-
lence Against Children Globally (H. Res. 230/
S. Res. 112) recognizes the harmful impacts
of violence and calls upon Congress to de-
velop and implement a coordinated strategy
based on proven practices. The resolution
highlights the INSPIRE framework—seven
key evidence-based strategies to end vio-
lence against children. INSPIRE, developed
in collaboration with the CDC, USAID, and
others, provides common metrics and indica-
tors which can measure and monitor
progress.

Over the years, the U.S. Government has
demonstrated its commitment to the health
and well-being of children. Providing safety
and security for vulnerable children supports
U.S. efforts to address violence and mitigate
its impacts, therein bolstering other anti-
poverty international development efforts,
including education, health, and economic
well-being. Building upon the work of the
U.S. Government’s Strategy on Advancing
Protection and Care for Children in Adver-
sity, passage of H. Res. 230 would enhance ex-
isting government efforts to address perva-
sive violence against children.

We thank you in advance for your consid-
eration of H. Res. 230. We urge you to sup-
port these one billion children and support
passage of this important resolution.

Sincerely,

American Academy of Pediatrics,
ChildFund International, Futures Without
Violence, Save the Children, UNICEF USA,
World Vision, Bethany Christian Services,
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation,
Feed the Children, Food for the Hungry,
Global Campaign for Education-US,
GlobalPartnersUnited, Islamic Relief USA,
RESULTS, RISE Institute, SPOON Founda-
tion.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, even
though we have made great strides in
identifying and addressing much of the
violence that affects children and
young people around the world, the sad
reality is that violence against chil-
dren is still pandemic.

Every 5 minutes, a child dies of vio-
lence. Half of all children—1 billion—
are victims of violence. Homicide is
among the top causes of death in ado-
lescents.

That is not just a shame, Mr. Speak-
er. That is absolutely unacceptable.

Mr. Speaker, 80 percent of those
homicide victims are boys, and nearly
one in five girls is sexually abused at
least once in her life.

Mr. Speaker, sadly, violence can hap-
pen anywhere—in communities, in
schools, in the home, in emergency and
crisis situations, in churches, on the
streets, online, and on the phone. It
happens in the most idyllic-seeming
neighborhood and in the midst of con-
flict and war.

Violence takes many forms: human
trafficking, child marriage, child labor,
murder, assault, beatings, psycho-
logical abuse, and online exploitation.
And too much of the violence is based
on gender.

We know that children who are ex-
posed to violence at a very young age
can be affected for life. Violence can
impair brain development. It could
damage the circulatory and immune
systems.

Such violence can cause lifelong
risks of being vulnerable to disease, ill-
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ness, and disabilities. It can harm the
ability to reproduce and engage in a
full sexual life. It can severely affect
the ability of a child to live up to their
full potential.

Luckily, nations, healthcare pro-
viders, teachers, communities, and
nongovernmental groups have come to-
gether to end violence against chil-
dren. They have identified and agreed
upon some solutions to ending violence
against children.

We in this House should be proud
that the CDC, USAID, World Health
Organization, and others have devel-
oped what is called the INSPIRE pack-
age, which is a set of strategies to re-
duce and end violence against children
everywhere.

So many of us in this Chamber are
parents. I am the father of a son and a
daughter. I know how we worry about
our children’s safety and well-being.
This is true of all families everywhere.
In many ways, each and every child is
our child. We need to be concerned
about their vulnerability, about their
safety, about their care, and about
their protection.

This resolution announces to the
world that we are aware; that we do
care; and, more importantly, that we
want our health and aid agencies to
take action.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution, and
I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
I again thank my colleagues for their
hard work on this important cause.

The exploitation, violence, and abuse
experienced by so many of the world’s
most vulnerable children cannot be tol-
erated. This resolution raises aware-
ness of this horrific reality and urges
the United States Government to de-
velop and coordinate evidence-based
strategies to address this issue.

The United States must continue to
use its influence on the global stage to
end violence against children wherever
it exists.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank Congress-
man MCGOVERN for his hard work on
this measure. He has been a tireless ad-
vocate for children and protecting chil-
dren around the world.

American leadership on this issue is
absolutely vital. Ensuring the safety of
our children today safeguards the fu-
ture of our communities tomorrow.

Protecting children across the world
must be an American foreign policy
priority. We owe it to our younger gen-
erations everywhere the best shot pos-
sible at a full, healthy, and prosperous
life.

Mr. Speaker, this is an excellent
measure. I am pleased to be a cospon-
sor, and I urge all of my colleagues to
support it. I yield back the balance of
my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 230, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 58
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1330

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia) at 1
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Motions to suspend the rules and:

Agree to H. Res. 387, and pass

H.R. 4508.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———————

CONDEMNING  CONTINUED VIO-
LENCE AGAINST CIVILIANS BY
ARMED GROUPS IN THE CEN-
TRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 387) condemning
continued violence against civilians by
armed groups in the Central African
Republic and supporting efforts to
achieve a lasting political solution to
the conflict, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, as
amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 378, nays 7,
not voting 44, as follows:
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Abraham
Aguilar
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Axne
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Beatty
Bera
Bergman
Beyer
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NC)
Bishop (UT)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bost
Boyle, Brendan
F.

Brindisi
Brooks (IN)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Buck
Bucshon
Budd
Burchett
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Calvert
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson (IN)
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Case
Casten (IL)
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Cheney
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Courtney
Cox (CA)
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crist
Crow
Cunningham
Curtis
Davids (KS)
Davidson (OH)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny K.
Davis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doyle, Michael
F.

[Roll No. 81]
YEAS—3178

Duncan
Dunn
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes

Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fudge
Fulcher
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs

Golden
Gongzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gottheimer
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes

Heck

Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Holding
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Keller

Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim

Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
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Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meadows
Meeks
Meng
Meuser
Miller
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (NC)
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Olson
Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Reed
Reschenthaler
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
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ed, on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 374, nays 16,
not voting 39, as follows:

Rogers (KY) Smith (NJ) Vela
Rose (NY) Smith (WA) Velazquez
Rose, John W. Smucker Visclosky
Rouda Soto Wagner
Rouzer Spano Walberg
Ruiz Speier Walden
Ruppersberger Stanton Walker
Rush Stauber Walorski
gutherfcrd Stgef‘;tnlk Waltz
yan ei.
Sanchez Stevens Wasis;fsilgza n
Sarbanes Stewart Watkins
Scalise Stivers
X Watson Coleman

Scanlon Suozzi
Schiff Takano Weber (TX)

. Webster (FL)
Schneider Taylor
Schrader Thompson (CA) Welch
Schrier Thompson (MS) Wenstrup
Schweikert Thompson (PA)  vesterman
Scott (VA) Timmons Wexton
Scott, Austin Tipton Wild
Sensenbrenner Titus Williams
Serrano Tonko Wilson (FL)
Sewell (AL) Torres Small Wilson (SC)
Shalala (NM) Wittman
Sherman Trahan Womack
Sherrill Trone Woodall
Shimkus Turner Wright
Simpson Underwood Yarmuth
Slotkin Upton Yoho
Smith (MO) Van Drew Young
Smith (NE) Vargas Zeldin

NAYS—T7
Amash Gosar Roy
Biggs Harris
Gaetz Massie
NOT VOTING—44
Adams Gabbard Riggleman
Aderholt Garcia (IL) Rooney (FL)
Allred Gohmert Roybal-Allard
Barragan Gomez Schakowsky
Bass Granger Scott, David
Brady Green, Al (TX) Sires
Brooks (AL) Grijalva Spanberger
Buchanan Harder (CA) Steube
Byrne Hurd (TX)
Castro (TX) Jackson Lee ;ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁissm
Costa Johnson (TX) !
Cuellar Lewis Tlaib
DesJarlais Nadler Torres (CA)
Doggett Porter Veasey
Fletcher Ratcliffe Waters
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Messrs. GAETZ and HARRIS changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Mr. CARTER of Georgia changed his
vote from ‘‘nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 81.

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rolicall No. 81.

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Speaker, | missed this
vote due to overlapping schedules. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 81.

————

MALALA YOUSAFZAI
SCHOLARSHIP ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4508) to expand the number of
scholarships available to Pakistani
women under the Merit and Needs-
Based Scholarship Program, as amend-

[Roll No. 82]

YEAS—374

Abraham DeFazio Keating
Aguilar DeGette Keller
Allen DeLauro Kelly (IL)
Amodei DelBene Kelly (MS)
Armstrong Delgado Kelly (PA)
Arrington Demings Kennedy
Axne DeSaulnier Khanna
Babin Deutch Kildee
Bacon Diaz-Balart Kilmer
Baird Dingell Kim
Balderson Doyle, Michael Kind
Banks F. King (IA)
Barr Duncan King (NY)
Beatty Dunn Kinzinger
Bera Emmer Kirkpatrick
Bergman Engel Krishnamoorthi
Beyer Escobar Kuster (NH)
Bilirakis Eshoo Kustoff (TN)
Bishop (GA) Espaillat LaHood
Bishop (NC) Estes LaMalfa
Bishop (UT) Evans Lamb
Blumenauer Ferguson Lamborn
Blunt Rochester  Finkenauer Langevin
Bonamici Fitzpatrick Larsen (WA)
Bost Fleischmann Larson (CT)
Boyle, Brendan Flores Latta

F. Fortenberry Lawrence
Brindisi Foster Lawson (FL)
Brooks (IN) Foxx (NC) Lee (CA)
Brown (MD) Frankel Lee (NV)
Brownley (CA) Fudge Lesko
Bucshon Fulcher Levin (CA)
Budd Gallagher Levin (MI)
Burgess Gallego Lieu, Ted
Bustos Garamendi Lipinski
Butterfield Garcia (TX) Loebsack
Calvert Gianforte Lofgren
Carbajal Gibbs Long
Cardenas Golden Loudermilk
Carson (IN) Gonzalez (OH) Lowenthal
Carter (GA) Gonzalez (TX) Lowey
Carter (TX) Gooden Lucas
Cartwright Gottheimer Luetkemeyer
Case Graves (GA) Lujan
Casten (IL) Graves (LA) Luria
Castor (FL) Graves (MO) Lynch
Chabot Green (TN) Malinowski
Cheney Griffith Maloney,
Chu, Judy Grothman Carolyn B.
Cicilline Guest Maloney, Sean
Cisneros Guthrie Marchant
Clark (MA) Haaland Marshall
Clarke (NY) Hagedorn Mast
Clay Hartzler Matsui
Cleaver Hastings McAdams
Cline Hayes McBath
Cloud Heck McCarthy
Clyburn Hern, Kevin McCaul
Cohen Herrera Beutler McClintock
Cole Higgins (NY) McCollum
Collins (GA) Hill (AR) McEachin
Comer Himes McGovern
Conaway Holding McHenry
Connolly Hollingsworth McKinley
Cook Horn, Kendra S. McNerney
Cooper Horsford Meadows
Correa Houlahan Meeks
Courtney Hoyer Meng
Cox (CA) Hudson Meuser
Craig Huffman Miller
Crawford Huizenga Mitchell
Crenshaw Jayapal Moolenaar
Crist Jeffries Mooney (WV)
Crow Johnson (GA) Moore
Cunningham Johnson (LA) Morelle
Curtis Johnson (OH) Moulton
Davids (KS) Johnson (SD) Mucarsel-Powell
Davis (CA) Joyce (OH) Mullin
Davis, Danny K.  Joyce (PA) Murphy (FL)
Davis, Rodney Kaptur Murphy (NC)
Dean Katko Nadler
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Napolitano Rutherford Tipton
Neal Ryan Titus
Neguse Sanchez Tlaib
Newhouse Sarbanes Tonko
Norcross Scalise Torres Small
Nunes Scanlon (NM)
O’Ha'lleran Schgkowsky Trahan
8;:asm—00rtez gcﬁn"fd Trone

son chneider
Omar Schrgder ITJESZT“; ood
Palazzo Schrier Upton
Pallone Schweikert
Palmer Scott (VA) Van Drew
Panetta Scott, Austin Vargas
Pappas Sensenbrenner Vela
Pascrell Serrano Velazquez
Payne Sewell (AL) Visclosky
Pence Shalala Wagner
Perlmutter Sherman Walberg
Perry Sherrill Walden
Peters Shimkus Walker
Peterson Simpson Walorski
Phillips Slotkin Waltz
Pingree Smith (MO) Wasserman
Pocan Smith (NE) Schultz
Posey Smith (NJ) Watkins
Pressley Smith (WA) Watson Coleman
Pr{ce (NC) Smucker Weber (TX)
Quigley Soto Webster (FL)
Reed Spano - Weleh
Reschenthaler Speier ‘\gen:g&;;n
Rice (NY) Stanton Won

; exton
Richmond Stauber .

. Wwild
Roby Stefanik s
Rodgers (WA) Steil Williams
Roe, David P. Stevens Wilson (FL)
Rogers (AL) Stewart Wilson (SC)
Rogers (KY) Stivers Wittman
Rose (NY) Suozzi Womack
Rose, John W. Takano Woodall
Rouda Taylor Wright
Rouzer Thompson (CA) Yarmuth
Ruiz Thompson (MS) Yoho
Ruppersberger Thompson (PA) Young
Rush Timmons Zeldin
NAYS—16
Amash Gosar Norman
Biggs Harris Rice (SC)
Buck Hice (GA) Roy
Burchett Higgins (LA) Steube
Davidson (OH) Jordan
Gaetz Massie
NOT VOTING—39

Adams Doggett Lewis
Aderholt Fletcher Porter
Allred Gabbard Ratcliffe
Barragan Garcia (IL) Riggleman
Bass Gohmert Rooney (FL)
Brady Gomez Roybal-Allard
Brooks (AL) Granger Scott, David
Buchanan Green, Al (TX) Sires
Byrne Grijalva Swalwell (CA)
Castro (TX) Harder (CA) Thornberry
Costa Hurd (TX) Torres (CA)
Cuellar Jackson Lee Veasey
DesJarlais Johnson (TX) Waters
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSQNAL EXPLANATION

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, | regret to
inform you that | am unable to be present for
votes today. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall No. 81 and “yea” on
rolicall No. 82.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, March 3, 2020, | missed the fol-
lowing votes:

1. H. Res. 387—Condemning continued vio-
lence against civilians by armed groups in the
Central African Republic and supporting efforts
to achieve a lasting political solution to the
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conflict, as amended. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes” on this bill.

2. H.R. 4508—Malala Yousafzai Scholarship
Act, as amended. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on this bill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | missed
votes due to circumstances beyond my con-
trol. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall No. 79, “yea” on rollcall No.
80, “yea” on rollcall No. 81, and “yea” on roll-
call No. 82.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
March 3, 2020 | regret not being present for
a vote session. Had | been present, | would
have voted in support of H. Res. 387 Con-
demning continued violence against civilians
by armed groups in the Central African Re-
public and supporting efforts to achieve a last-
ing political solution to the conflict, Roll Call
vote 81, and voted in support of H.R. 4508
Malala Yousafzai Scholarship Act, Roll Call
Vote 82.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BRADY. Mr. Speaker, due to conflicts
with scheduling, | was needed at my district;
my sincerest apologies. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 81 (H.
Res. 387) and “yea” on rollcall No. 82 (H.R.
4508).

————
BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT ACCU-
RACY AND TECHNOLOGICAL

AVAILABILITY ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 1822) to re-
quire the Federal Communications
Commission to issue rules relating to
the collection of data with respect to
the availability of broadband services,
and for other purposes, and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1822

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Broadband
Deployment Accuracy and Technological
Availability Act” or the ‘“‘Broadband DATA
Act”.

SEC. 2. BROADBAND DATA.

The Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
151 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“TITLE VIII—BROADBAND DATA
“SEC. 801. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERV-
ICE.—The term ‘broadband internet access
service’ has the meaning given the term in
section 8.1(b) of title 47, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, or any successor regulation.

‘“(2) BROADBAND MAP.—The term
‘Broadband Map’ means the map created by
the Commission under section 802(c)(1)(A).

“(3) CELL EDGE PROBABILITY.—The term
‘cell edge probability’ means the likelihood
that the minimum threshold download and
upload speeds with respect to broadband
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internet access service will be met or exceed-
ed at a distance from a base station that is
intended to indicate the ultimate edge of the
coverage area of a cell.

‘“(4) CELL LOADING.—The term ‘cell loading’
means the percentage of the available air
interface resources of a base station that are
used by consumers with respect to broadband
internet access service.

‘(6) CLUTTER.—The term ‘clutter’ means a
natural or man-made surface feature that af-
fects the propagation of a signal from a base
station.

‘(6) FABRIC.—The term ‘Fabric’ means the
Broadband Serviceable Location Fabric es-
tablished under section 802(b)(1)(B).

“(7) FORM 477.—The term ‘Form 477 means
Form 477 of the Commission relating to local
telephone competition and broadband report-
ing.

‘“(8) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’
has the meaning given the term ‘Indian
tribe’ in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (256
U.S.C. 5304).

“(9) MOBILITY FUND PHASE II.—The term
‘Mobility Fund Phase II’ means the second
phase of the proceeding to provide universal
service support from the Mobility Fund (WC
Docket No. 10-90; WT Docket No. 10-208).

‘“(10) PROPAGATION MODEL.—The term
‘propagation model’ means a mathematical
formulation for the characterization of radio
wave propagation as a function of frequency,
distance, and other conditions.

‘“(11) PROVIDER.—The term ‘provider’
means a provider of fixed or mobile
broadband internet access service.

‘‘(12) QUALITY OF SERVICE.—The term ‘qual-
ity of service’ means, with respect to
broadband internet access service, the
download and upload speeds (and, for rel-
evant services, latency) with respect to that
service, as determined by, and to the extent
otherwise collected by, the Commission.

‘“(13) SHAPEFILE.—The term ‘shapefile’
means a digital storage format containing
geospatial or location-based data and at-
tribute information—

“(A) regarding the availability of
broadband internet access service; and

‘“(B) that can be viewed, edited, and
mapped in geographic information system
software.

‘“(14) STANDARD BROADBAND INSTALLA-
TION.—The term ‘standard broadband instal-
lation’—

““(A) means the initiation by a provider of
fixed broadband internet access service in an
area in which the provider has not pre-
viously offered that service, with no charges
or delays attributable to the extension of the
network of the provider; and

‘“(B) includes the initiation of fixed
broadband internet access service through
routine installation that can be completed
not later than 10 business days after the date
on which the service request is submitted.
“SEC. 802. BROADBAND MAPS.

‘“(a) RULES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Commission shall issue final rules that
shall—

“(A) require the biannual collection and
dissemination of granular data, as deter-
mined by the Commission—

‘(i) relating to the availability and quality
of service with respect to terrestrial fixed,
fixed wireless, satellite, and mobile
broadband internet access service; and

‘“(ii) that the Commission shall use to com-
pile the maps created under subsection (c)(1)
(referred to in this section as ‘coverage
maps’), which the Commission shall make
publicly available; and

“(B) establish—
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‘(i) processes through which the Commis-
sion can verify the accuracy of data sub-
mitted under subsection (b)(2);

‘‘(ii) processes and procedures through
which the Commission, and, as necessary,
other entities or individuals submitting non-
public or competitively sensitive informa-
tion under this title, can protect the secu-
rity, privacy, and confidentiality of that
non-public or competitively sensitive infor-
mation, including—

“(I) information contained in the Fabric;

“(IT) the dataset created under subsection
(b)(1)(A) supporting the Fabric; and

‘“(III) the data submitted under subsection
(0)(2);

‘‘(iii) the challenge process described in
subsection (b)(5); and

‘“(iv) the process described
804(b).

‘“(2) OTHER DATA.—In issuing the rules
under paragraph (1), the Commission shall
develop a process through which the Com-
mission can collect verified data for use in
the coverage maps from—

‘“‘(A) State, local, and Tribal governmental
entities that are primarily responsible for
mapping or tracking broadband internet ac-
cess service coverage for a State, unit of
local government, or Indian Tribe, as appli-
cable;

‘(B) third parties, if the Commission deter-
mines that it is in the public interest to use
such data in—

‘(i) the development of the coverage maps;
or

‘‘(ii) the verification of data submitted
under subsection (b); and

“(C) other Federal agencies.

‘“(3) UPDATES.—The Commission shall re-
vise the rules issued under paragraph (1) to—

‘“(A) reflect changes in technology;

‘“(B) ensure the accuracy of propagation
models, as further provided in subsection
(0)(3); and

‘(C) improve the usefulness of the coverage
maps.

““(b) CONTENT OF RULES.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF A SERVICEABLE LO-
CATION FABRIC REGARDING FIXED
BROADBAND.—

““(A) DATASET.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
create a common dataset of all locations in
the United States where fixed broadband
internet access service can be installed, as
determined by the Commission.

““(ii) CONTRACTING.—

‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclauses (II)
and (III), the Commission may contract with
an entity with expertise with respect to geo-
graphic information systems (referred to in
this subsection as ‘GIS’) to create and main-
tain the dataset under clause (i).

¢“(II) APPLICATION OF THE FEDERAL ACQUISI-
TION REGULATION.—A contract into which the
Commission enters under subclause (I) shall
in all respects comply with applicable provi-
sions of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

“(IIT) LIMITATIONS.—With respect to a con-
tract into which the Commission enters
under subclause (I)—

‘“‘(aa) the entity with which the Commis-
sion enters into the contract shall be se-
lected through a competitive bid process
that is transparent and open; and

‘“(bb) the contract shall be for a term of
not longer than 5 years, after which the
Commission may enter into a new contract—

‘““(AA) with an entity, and for the purposes,
described in clause (i); and

‘(BB) that complies with the requirements
under subclause (II) and this subclause; and

‘‘(cc) the contract shall—

““(AA) prohibit the entity described in item
(aa) from selling, leasing, or otherwise dis-
closing for monetary consideration any per-
sonally identifiable information to any other
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entity other than for purposes authorized
under this title; and

‘(BB) require the entity described in item
(aa) to include in any contract with any
other entity a provision that prohibits that
other entity from engaging in an action that
is prohibited under subitem (AA).

‘(B) FABRIC.—The rules issued by the Com-
mission under subsection (a)(1) shall estab-
lish the Broadband Serviceable Location
Fabric, which shall—

‘(i) contain geocoded information for each
location identified under subparagraph
(A)(d);

‘“(ii) serve as the foundation upon which all
data relating to the availability of fixed
broadband internet access service collected
under paragraph (2)(A) shall be reported and
overlaid;

‘(iii) be compatible with commonly used
GIS software; and

‘“(iv) at a minimum, be updated every 6
months by the Commission.

¢(C) IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITY.—The Com-
mission shall prioritize implementing the
Fabric for rural and insular areas of the
United States.

‘“(2) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—The
rules issued by the Commission under sub-
section (a)(1) shall include uniform standards
for the reporting of broadband internet ac-
cess service data that the Commission shall
collect—

‘“(A) from each provider of terrestrial
fixed, fixed wireless, or satellite broadband
internet access service, which shall include
data that—

‘(i) documents the areas where the pro-
vider—

‘“(I) has actually built out the broadband
network infrastructure of the provider such
that the provider is able to provide that
service; and

‘“(II) could provide that service, as deter-
mined by identifying where the provider is
capable of performing a standard broadband
installation, if applicable;

f(ii) includes information regarding
download and upload speeds, at various
thresholds established by the Commission,
and, if applicable, latency with respect to
broadband internet access service that the
provider makes available;

‘‘(iii) can be georeferenced to the GIS data
in the Fabric;

‘‘(iv) the provider shall report as—

‘“(I) with respect to providers of fixed wire-
less broadband internet access service—

‘‘(aa) propagation maps and propagation
model details that—

‘““(AA) satisfy standards that are similar to
those applicable to providers of mobile
broadband internet access service under sub-
paragraph (B) with respect to propagation
maps and propagation model details, taking
into account material differences between
fixed wireless and mobile broadband internet
access service; and

‘(BB) reflect the speeds and latency of the
service provided by the provider; or

‘““(bb) a list of addresses or locations that
constitute the service area of the provider,
except that the Commission—

““(AA) may only permit, and not require, a
provider to report the data using that means
of reporting; and

‘(BB) in the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1), shall provide a method for using that
means of reporting with respect to Tribal
areas; and

‘“(IT) with respect to providers of terres-
trial fixed and satellite broadband internet
access service—

‘‘(aa) polygon shapefiles; or

‘“(bb) a list of addresses or locations that
constitute the service area of the provider,
except that the Commission—
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““(AA) may only permit, and not require, a
provider to report the data using that means
of reporting; and

“(BB) in the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1), shall provide a method for using that
means of reporting with respect to Tribal
areas; and

‘(v) the Commission determines is appro-
priate with respect to certain technologies in
order to ensure that the Broadband Map is
granular and accurate; and

‘“(B) from each provider of mobile
broadband internet access service, which
shall include propagation maps and propaga-
tion model details that indicate the current
(as of the date on which the information is
collected) fourth generation Long-Term Evo-
lution (commonly referred to as ‘4G LTE’)
mobile broadband internet access service
coverage of the provider, which shall—

‘(i) take into consideration the effect of
clutter; and

“(ii) satisfy—

‘(I) the requirements of having—

‘“‘(aa) a download speed of not less than 5
megabits per second and an upload speed of
not less than 1 megabit per second with a
cell edge probability of not less than 90 per-
cent; and

‘“‘(bb) cell loading of not less than 50 per-
cent; and

““(II) any other parameter that the Com-
mission determines to be necessary to create
a map under subsection (¢)(1)(C) that is more
precise than the map produced as a result of
the submissions under the Mobility Fund
Phase II information collection.

‘“(3) UPDATE OF REPORTING STANDARDS FOR
MOBILE BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERV-
ICE.—For the purposes of paragraph (2)(B), if
the Commission determines that the report-
ing standards under that paragraph are in-
sufficient to collect accurate propagation
maps and propagation model details with re-
spect to future generations of mobile
broadband internet access service tech-
nologies, the Commission shall immediately
commence a rule making to adopt new re-
porting standards with respect to those tech-
nologies that—

“(A) shall be the functional equivalent of
the standards required under paragraph
(2)(B); and

‘(B) allow for the collection of propagation
maps and propagation model details that are
as accurate and granular as, or more accu-
rate and granular than, the maps and model
details collected by the Commission under
paragraph (2)(B).

‘“(4) CERTIFICATION AND VERIFICATION.—
With respect to a provider that submits in-
formation to the Commission under para-
graph (2)—

“‘(A) the provider shall include in each sub-
mission a certification from a corporate offi-
cer of the provider that the officer has exam-
ined the information contained in the sub-
mission and that, to the best of the officer’s
actual knowledge, information, and belief,
all statements of fact contained in the sub-
mission are true and correct; and

‘(B) the Commission shall verify the accu-
racy and reliability of the information in ac-
cordance with measures established by the
Commission.

‘“(5) CHALLENGE PROCESS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In the rules issued under
subsection (a), and subject to subparagraph
(B), the Commission shall establish a user-
friendly challenge process through which
consumers, State, local, and Tribal govern-
mental entities, and other entities or indi-
viduals may submit coverage data to the
Commission to challenge the accuracy of—

‘(i) the coverage maps;

‘(i) any information submitted by a pro-
vider regarding the availability of broadband
internet access service; or
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‘‘(iii) the information included in the Fab-
ric.

‘(B) CONSIDERATIONS; VERIFICATION; RE-
SPONSE TO CHALLENGES.—In establishing the
challenge process required under subpara-
graph (A), the Commission shall—

‘(i) consider—

““(I) the types of information that an enti-
ty or individual submitting a challenge
should provide to the Commission in support
of the challenge;

‘“(IT) the appropriate level of granularity
for the information described in subclause
D

‘“(III) the need to mitigate the time and ex-
pense incurred by, and the administrative
burdens placed on, entities or individuals
in—

‘‘(aa) challenging the accuracy of a cov-
erage map; and

““(bb) responding to challenges described in
item (aa);

“(IV) the costs to consumers and providers
resulting from a misallocation of funds be-
cause of a reliance on outdated or otherwise
inaccurate information in the coverage
maps;

(V) any lessons learned from the chal-
lenge process established under Mobility
Fund Phase II, as determined from com-
ments solicited by the Commission; and

‘(VI) the need for user-friendly challenge
submission formats that will promote par-
ticipation in the challenge process;

‘‘(ii) include a process for verifying the
data submitted through the challenge proc-
ess in order to ensure the reliability of that
data;

‘‘(iii) allow providers to respond to chal-
lenges submitted through the challenge proc-
ess; and

‘“(iv) develop an online mechanism,
which—

‘(I) shall be integrated into the coverage
maps;

““(IT) allows for an entity described in sub-
paragraph (A) to submit a challenge under
the challenge process;

‘“(ITI) makes challenge data available in
both geographic information system and
non-geographic information system formats;
and

“(IV) clearly identifies the areas in which
broadband internet access service is avail-
able, and the upload and download speeds at
which that service is available, as reported
to the Commission under this section.

‘(C) USE OF CHALLENGES.—The rules issued
to establish the challenge process under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include—

‘(i) a process for the speedy resolution of
challenges; and

‘‘(ii) a process for the regular and expedi-
tious updating of the coverage maps and
granular data disseminated by the Commis-
sion as challenges are resolved.

‘(D) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not earlier
than 1 year, and not later than 18 months,
after the date on which the rules issued
under subsection (a)(1) take effect, the Com-
mission shall, after an opportunity for notice
and comment, submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that—

‘(i) evaluates the challenge process de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

‘“(ii) considers whether the Commission
should commence an inquiry on the need for
other tools to help—

‘(I) identify potential inaccuracies in the
data relating to broadband internet access
service that providers report; and

“(IT) improve the accuracy of the data de-
scribed in subclause (D).

‘“(6) REFORM OF FORM 477 PROCESS.—
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““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the rules issued
under subsection (a) take effect, the Com-
mission shall—

‘(i) reform the Form 477 broadband deploy-
ment service availability collection process
of the Commission—

‘“(I) to achieve the purposes of this title;
and

‘“(IT) in a manner that—

‘‘(aa) enables the comparison of data and
maps produced before the implementation of
this title with data and coverage maps pro-
duced after the implementation of this title;
and

‘“(bb) maintains the public availability of
data relating to the deployment of
broadband internet access service; and

‘(i) harmonize reporting requirements and
procedures regarding the deployment of
broadband internet access service that are in
effect on the day before the date on which
the rules issued under subsection (a)(1) take
effect with those requirements and proce-
dures in those rules.

‘“(B) CONTINUED COLLECTION AND REPORT-
ING.—On and after the date on which the
Commission carries out subparagraph (A),
the Commission shall continue to collect and
publicly report subscription data that the
Commission collected through the Form 477
broadband deployment service availability
process, as in effect on July 1, 2019.

“(T) SHARING DATA WITH NTIA.—The Com-
mission shall establish a process to make the
data collected under paragraph (2) available
to the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration.

“(c) MAPS.—The Commission shall—

‘(1) after consultation with the Federal
Geographic Data Committee established
under section 753(a) of the Geospatial Data
Act of 2018, create—

‘““(A) the Broadband Map, which shall de-
pict—

‘(i) the extent of the availability of
broadband internet access service in the
United States, without regard to whether
that service is fixed broadband internet ac-
cess service or mobile broadband internet ac-
cess service, which shall be based on data
collected by the Commission from all pro-
viders; and

“‘(i1) the areas of the United States that re-
main unserved by providers;

‘“(B) a map that depicts the availability of
fixed broadband internet access service,
which shall be based on data collected by the
Commission from providers under subsection
(0)(2)(A); and

‘“(C) a map that depicts the availability of
mobile broadband internet access service,
which shall be based on data collected by the
Commission from providers under subsection
()(2)(B);

‘“(2) use the maps created under paragraph
O—

‘“(A) to determine the areas in which ter-
restrial fixed, fixed wireless, mobile, and sat-
ellite broadband internet access service is
and is not available; and

“(B) when making any new award of fund-
ing with respect to the deployment of
broadband internet access service;

‘“(3) update the maps created under para-
graph (1) not less frequently than biannually
using the most recent data collected from
providers under subsection (b)(2);

‘“(4) consult with—

““(A) the Secretary of Agriculture to enable
the Secretary of Agriculture to consult the
maps created under paragraph (1) when con-
sidering the awarding of funds for the de-
ployment of broadband internet access serv-
ice under any program administered by the
Administrator of the Rural Utilities Service;
and
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‘(B) the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration to enable the
Administration to consult the maps created
under paragraph (1) when considering the
awarding of funds for the deployment of
broadband internet access service under any
future program administered by the Admin-
istration;

““(5) make available to any Federal agency,
upon request, the maps created under para-
graph (1); and

‘“(6) make public at an appropriate level of
granularity—

‘“(A) the maps created under paragraph (1);
and

‘“(B) the data collected by the Commission
with respect to the availability of broadband
internet access service and the quality of
service with respect to broadband internet
access service.

‘‘(d) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE FOR QUALITY
OF SERVICE RULES.—Any requirement of a
rule issued under subsection (a)(1) that re-
lates to quality of service shall take effect
not earlier than the date that is 180 days
after the date on which the Commission
issues that rule.

“SEC. 803. ENFORCEMENT.

“It shall be unlawful for an entity or indi-
vidual to willfully and knowingly, or reck-
lessly, submit information or data under this
title that is materially inaccurate or incom-
plete with respect to the availability of
broadband internet access service or the
quality of service with respect to broadband
internet access service.

“SEC. 804. IMPROVING DATA ACCURACY.

‘“‘(a) AUDITS.—The Commission shall con-
duct regular audits of information submitted
to the Commission by providers under sec-
tion 802(b)(2) to ensure that the providers are
complying with this title.

*“(b) CROWDSOURCING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
develop a process through which entities or
individuals in the United States may submit
specific information about the deployment
and availability of broadband internet access
service in the United States on an ongoing
basis so that the information may be used to
verify and supplement information provided
by providers of broadband internet access
service for inclusion in the maps created
under section 802(c)(1).

‘(2) COLLABORATION.—As part of the efforts
of the Commission to facilitate the ability of
entities and individuals to submit informa-
tion under paragraph (1), the Commission
shall—

““(A) prioritize the consideration of data
provided by data collection applications used
by consumers that the Commission has de-
termined—

‘(i) are highly reliable; and

‘‘(ii) have proven methodologies for deter-
mining network coverage and network per-
formance;

‘(B) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this title, conclude a process
that tests the feasibility of partnering with
Federal agencies that operate delivery fleet
vehicles, including the United States Postal
Service, to facilitate the collection and sub-
mission of information described in that
paragraph; and

‘(C) not later than 14 months after the
date of enactment of this title, publish on
the website of the Commission, and submit
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives, a report regarding
the testing described in subparagraph (B),
which shall include—

‘(i) a determination regarding whether the
partnerships with Federal agencies described
in that subparagraph are able to facilitate
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the collection and submission of information
described in paragraph (1); and

‘‘(ii) any steps that the Commission plans
to take to facilitate the partnerships de-
scribed in that subparagraph.

‘(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO INDIAN
TRIBES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Commission shall hold workshops for
Tribal governments in each of the 12 Bureau
of Indian Affairs regions to provide technical
assistance with the collection and submis-
sion of data under section 802(a)(2).

‘(2) ANNUAL REVIEW.—Each year, the Com-
mission, in consultation with Indian Tribes,
shall review the need for continued work-
shops required under paragraph (1).

‘(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SMALL
SERVICE PROVIDERS.—The Commission shall
establish a process through which a provider
that has fewer than 100,000 active broadband
internet access service connections may re-
quest and receive assistance from the Com-
mission with respect to geographic informa-
tion system data processing to ensure that
the provider is able to comply with the re-
quirements under section 802(b) in a timely
and accurate manner.

‘‘(e) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE,
LOCAL, AND TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS AND CON-
SUMERS.—The Commission shall provide
technical assistance to consumers and State,
local, and Tribal governmental entities with
respect to the challenge process established
under section 802(b)(5), which shall include—

‘(1) detailed tutorials and webinars; and

‘“(2) the provision of staff of the Commis-
sion to ©provide assistance, as needed,
throughout the entirety of the challenge
process.

“(f) GAO ASSESSMENT OF FABRIC SOURCE
DATA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct an assess-
ment of key data sources that are used for
purposes of the Fabric to identify and
geocode locations where fixed broadband
internet access service can be installed in
order for the Comptroller General to develop
recommendations for how the quality and
completeness of those data sources can be
improved as data sources for the Fabric.

‘“(2) SOURCES INCLUDED.—For the purposes
of the assessment conducted under para-
graph (1), the key data sources described in
that paragraph shall include—

““(A) any relevant sources of Federal data,
including the National Address Database ad-
ministered by the Department of Transpor-
tation;

‘“(B) State- and county-level digitized par-
cel data; and

‘(C) property tax attribute recording.

““(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this title, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives a
report that contains the recommendations
developed under paragraph (1).

“SEC. 805. COST.

‘“‘(a) USF.—The Commission may not use
funds from the universal service programs of
the Commission established under section
254, and the regulations issued under that
section, to pay for any costs associated with
this title.

“(b) OTHER FUNDS.—The Commission may
recover costs associated with this title under
section 9 to the extent provided for in an ap-
propriation Act, as required under sub-
section (a) of that section.

“SEC. 806. OTHER PROVISIONS.

‘“(a) OMB.—Notwithstanding any other

provision of law, the initial rule making re-
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quired under section 802(a)(1) shall be exempt
from review by the Office of Management
and Budget.

‘“(b) PRA.—Chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’) shall not apply to the
initial rule making required under section
802(a)(1).

‘‘(c) EXECUTION OF RESPONSIBILITIES.—EX-
cept as provided in section 802(b)(1)(A)(i),
the Commission—

‘(1) including the offices of the Commis-
sion, shall carry out the responsibilities as-
signed to the Commission under this title;
and

‘“(2) may not delegate any of the respon-
sibilities assigned to the Commission under
this title to any third party, including the
Universal Service Administrative Company.

‘“(d) REPORTING.—Each fiscal year, the
Commission shall submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that summarizes the imple-
mentation of this title and associated en-
forcement activities conducted during the
previous fiscal year.

‘“(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If the Com-
mission, before the date of enactment of this
title, has taken an action that, in whole or
in part, implements this title, the Commis-
sion shall not be required to revisit such ac-
tion to the extent that such action is con-
sistent with this title.”.

AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE

OFFERED BY MR. PALLONE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute offered by Mr. PALLONE

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Broadband De-
ployment Accuracy and Technological Avail-
ability Act” or the ‘“‘Broadband DATA Act’.
SEC. 2. BROADBAND DATA.

The Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
151 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“TITLE VIII—BROADBAND DATA
“SEC. 801. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

““(1) BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERVICE.—
The term ‘broadband internet access service’ has
the meaning given the term in section 8.1(b) of
title 47, Code of Federal Regulations, or any
successor regulation.

““(2) BROADBAND MAP.—The term ‘Broadband
Map’ means the map created by the Commission
under section 802(c)(1)(A).

“(3) CELL EDGE PROBABILITY.—The term ‘cell
edge probability’ means the likelihood that the
minimum threshold download and upload
speeds with respect to broadband internet access
service will be met or exceeded at a distance
from a base station that is intended to indicate
the ultimate edge of the coverage area of a cell.

“(4) CELL LOADING.—The term ‘cell loading’
means the percentage of the available air inter-
face resources of a base station that are used by
consumers with respect to broadband internet
access service.

“(5) CLUTTER.—The term ‘clutter’ means a
natural or man-made surface feature that af-
fects the propagation of a signal from a base
station.

“(6) FABRIC.—The term ‘Fabric’ means the
Broadband Serviceable Location Fabric estab-
lished under section 802(b)(1)(B).

“(7) FORM 477.—The term ‘Form 477’ means
Form 477 of the Commission relating to local
telephone competition and broadband reporting.
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‘“(8) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’
has the meaning given the term ‘Indian tribe’ in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

““(9) MOBILITY FUND PHASE 1I.—The term ‘Mo-
bility Fund Phase II’ means the second phase of
the proceeding to provide universal service sup-
port from the Mobility Fund (WC Docket No. 10—
90; WT Docket No. 10-208).

““(10) PROPAGATION MODEL.—The term ‘propa-
gation model’ means a mathematical formula-
tion for the characterization of radio wave prop-
agation as a function of frequency, distance,
and other conditions.

‘“(11) PROVIDER.—The term ‘provider’ means a
provider of fixed or mobile broadband internet
access service.

““(12) QUALITY OF SERVICE.—The term ‘quality
of service’ means, with respect to broadband
internet access service, the download and
upload speeds (and, for relevant services, la-
tency) with respect to that service, as deter-
mined by, and to the extent otherwise collected
by, the Commission.

““(13) SHAPEFILE.—The term ‘shapefile’ means
a digital storage format containing geospatial or
location-based data and attribute information—

“(A) regarding the availability of broadband
internet access service; and

‘“(B) that can be viewed, edited, and mapped
in geographic information system software.

““(14) STANDARD BROADBAND INSTALLATION.—
The term ‘standard broadband installation’—

‘“(A) means the initiation by a provider of
fized broadband internet access service in an
area in which the provider has not previously
offered that service, with mo charges or delays
attributable to the extension of the network of
the provider; and

‘“‘(B) includes the initiation of fixed
broadband internet access service through rou-
tine installation that can be completed not later
than 10 business days after the date on which
the service request is submitted.

“SEC. 802. BROADBAND MAPS.

“(a) RULES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this title, the
Commission shall issue final rules that shall—

““(A) require the biannual collection and dis-
semination of granular data, as determined by
the Commission—

‘(i) relating to the availability and quality of
service with respect to terrestrial fixed, fired
wireless, satellite, and mobile broadband inter-
net access service; and

““(ii) that the Commission shall use to compile
the maps created under subsection (c)(1) (re-
ferred to in this section as ‘coverage maps’),
which the Commission shall make publicly
available; and

““(B) establish—

‘(i) processes through which the Commission
can verify the accuracy of data submitted under
subsection (b)(2);

“‘(ii) processes and procedures through which
the Commission, and, as necessary, other enti-
ties or individuals submitting non-public or com-
petitively sensitive information under this title,
can protect the security, privacy, and confiden-
tiality of that non-public or competitively sen-
sitive information, including—

“(I) information contained in the Fabric;

“(II) the dataset created under subsection
(b)(1)(4) supporting the Fabric; and

‘“(1I11) the data submitted under subsection
(0)(2);

‘‘(iii) the challenge process described in sub-
section (b)(5); and

“‘(iv) the process described in section 804(b).

““(2) OTHER DATA.—In issuing the rules under
paragraph (1), the Commission shall develop a
process through which the Commission can col-
lect verified data for use in the coverage maps
from—

““(A) State, local, and Tribal governmental en-
tities that are primarily responsible for mapping
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or tracking broadband internet access service
coverage for a State, unit of local government,
or Indian Tribe, as applicable;

‘““(B) third parties, if the Commission deter-
mines that it is in the public interest to use such
data in—

““(i) the development of the coverage maps; or

““(ii) the verification of data submitted under
subsection (b); and

““(C) other Federal agencies.

‘““(3) UPDATES.—The Commission shall revise
the rules issued under paragraph (1) to—

““(A) reflect changes in technology;

‘““(B) ensure the accuracy of propagation mod-
els, as further provided in subsection (b)(3); and

“(C) improve the usefulness of the coverage
maps.

““(b) CONTENT OF RULES.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF A SERVICEABLE LOCA-
TION FABRIC REGARDING FIXED BROADBAND.—

“(A) DATASET.—

“(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall cre-
ate a common dataset of all locations in the
United States where fired broadband internet
access service can be installed, as determined by
the Commission.

““(ii) CONTRACTING .—

“(I) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subclauses (II)
and (I11), the Commission may contract with an
entity with expertise with respect to geographic
information systems (referred to in this sub-
section as ‘GIS’) to create and maintain the
dataset under clause (i).

““(II) APPLICATION OF THE FEDERAL ACQUISI-
TION REGULATION.—A contract into which the
Commission enters under subclause (I) shall in
all respects comply with applicable provisions of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

“(1II) LIMITATIONS.—With respect to a con-
tract into which the Commission enters under
subclause (I)—

‘“(aa) the entity with which the Commission
enters into the contract shall be selected
through a competitive bid process that is trans-
parent and open; and

““(bb) the contract shall be for a term of not
longer than 5 years, after which the Commission
may enter into a new contract—

‘“(AA) with an entity, and for the purposes,
described in clause (i); and

‘“‘(BB) that complies with the requirements
under subclause (II) and this subclause; and

““(cc) the contract shall—

‘““(AA) prohibit the entity described in item
(aa) from selling, leasing, or otherwise dis-
closing for monetary consideration any person-
ally identifiable information to any other entity
other than for purposes authoriced under this
title; and

‘““(BB) require the entity described in item (aa)
to include in any contract with any other entity
a provision that prohibits that other entity from
engaging in an action that is prohibited under
subitem (AA).

‘““(B) FABRIC.—The rules issued by the Com-
mission under subsection (a)(1) shall establish
the Broadband Serviceable Location Fabric,
which shall—

““(i) contain geocoded information for each lo-
cation identified under subparagraph (A)(i);

““(ii) serve as the foundation upon which all
data relating to the availability of fired
broadband internet access service collected
under paragraph (2)(A) shall be reported and
overlaid;

“‘(iii) be compatible with commonly used GIS
software; and

“(iv) at a minimum, be updated every 6
months by the Commission.

“(C) IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITY.—The Com-
mission shall prioritice implementing the Fabric
for rural and insular areas of the United States.

““(2) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—The rules
issued by the Commission under subsection
(a)(1) shall include uniform standards for the
reporting of broadband internet access service
data that the Commission shall collect—

“(A) from each provider of terrestrial fived,
fixed wireless, or satellite broadband internet
access service, which shall include data that—
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‘(i) documents the areas where the provider—

“(I) has actually built out the broadband net-
work infrastructure of the provider such that
the provider is able to provide that service; and

“(II) could provide that service, as determined
by identifying where the provider is capable of
performing a standard broadband installation,
if applicable;

““(ii) includes information regarding download
and upload speeds, at various thresholds estab-
lished by the Commission, and, if applicable, la-
tency with respect to broadband internet access
service that the provider makes available;

“‘(iii) can be georeferenced to the GIS data in
the Fabric;

“(iv) the provider shall report as—

“(I) with respect to providers of fired wireless
broadband internet access service—

“(aa) propagation maps and propagation
model details that—

“(AA) satisfy standards that are similar to
those applicable to providers of mobile
broadband internet access service under sub-
paragraph (B) with respect to propagation maps
and propagation model details, taking into ac-
count material differences between fired wire-
less and mobile broadband internet access serv-
ice; and

““(BB) reflect the speeds and latency of the
service provided by the provider; or

“(bb) a list of addresses or locations that con-
stitute the service area of the provider, except
that the Commission—

“(AA) may only permit, and not require, a
provider to report the data using that means of
reporting; and

“(BB) in the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1), shall provide a method for using that
means of reporting with respect to Tribal areas;
and

“(I1) with respect to providers of terrestrial
fixed and satellite broadband internet access
service—

“(aa) polygon shapefiles; or

“(bb) a list of addresses or locations that con-
stitute the service area of the provider, except
that the Commission—

“(AA) may only permit, and not require, a
provider to report the data using that means of
reporting; and

“(BB) in the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1), shall provide a method for using that
means of reporting with respect to Tribal areas;
and

“(v) the Commission determines is appropriate
with respect to certain technologies in order to
ensure that the Broadband Map is granular and
accurate; and

“(B) from each provider of mobile broadband
internet access service, which shall include
propagation maps and propagation model de-
tails that indicate the current (as of the date on
which the information is collected) fourth gen-
eration Long-Term Evolution (commonly re-
ferred to as ‘4G LTE’) mobile broadband inter-
net access service coverage of the provider,
which shall—

‘(i) take into consideration the effect of clut-
ter; and

“(ii) satisfy—

“(1) the requirements of having—

“(aa) a download speed of not less than 5
megabits per second and an upload speed of not
less than 1 megabit per second with a cell edge
probability of not less than 90 percent; and

“(bb) cell loading of not less than 50 percent;
and

“(11) any other parameter that the Commis-
sion determines to be mecessary to create a map
under subsection (c)(1)(C) that is more precise
than the map produced as a result of the sub-
missions under the Mobility Fund Phase II in-
formation collection.

‘“(3) UPDATE OF REPORTING STANDARDS FOR
MOBILE BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERVICE.—
For the purposes of paragraph (2)(B), if the
Commission determines that the reporting stand-
ards under that paragraph are insufficient to
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collect accurate propagation maps and propaga-
tion model details with respect to future genera-
tions of mobile broadband internet access service
technologies, the Commission shall immediately
commence a rule making to adopt new reporting
standards with respect to those technologies
that—

““(A) shall be the functional equivalent of the
standards required under paragraph (2)(B); and

‘““(B) allow for the collection of propagation
maps and propagation model details that are as
accurate and granular as, or more accurate and
granular than, the maps and model details col-
lected by the Commission under paragraph
(2)(B).

““(4) CERTIFICATION AND VERIFICATION.—With
respect to a provider that submits information to
the Commission under paragraph (2)—

‘““(A) the provider shall include in each sub-
mission a certification from a corporate officer
of the provider that the officer has examined the
information contained in the submission and
that, to the best of the officer’s actual knowl-
edge, information, and belief, all statements of
fact contained in the submission are true and
correct; and

““(B) the Commission shall verify the accuracy
and reliability of the information in accordance
with measures established by the Commission.

““(5) CHALLENGE PROCESS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the rules issued under
subsection (a), and subject to subparagraph (B),
the Commission shall establish a user-friendly
challenge process through which consumers,
State, local, and Tribal governmental entities,
and other entities or individuals may submit
coverage data to the Commission to challenge
the accuracy of—

‘“(i) the coverage maps;

‘(i) any information submitted by a provider
regarding the availability of broadband internet
access service; or

““(iii) the information included in the Fabric.

“(B) CONSIDERATIONS; VERIFICATION; RE-
SPONSE TO CHALLENGES.—In establishing the
challenge process required under subparagraph
(A), the Commission shall—

““(i) consider—

‘(1) the types of information that an entity or
individual submitting a challenge should pro-
vide to the Commission in support of the chal-
lenge;

‘“(11) the appropriate level of granularity for
the information described in subclause (I);

‘“(II1I) the nmeed to mitigate the time and ex-
pense incurred by, and the administrative bur-
dens placed on, entities or individuals in—

‘“(aa) challenging the accuracy of a coverage
map; and

“‘(bb) responding to challenges described in
item (aa);

““(IV) the costs to consumers and providers re-
sulting from a misallocation of funds because of
a reliance on outdated or otherwise inaccurate
information in the coverage maps;

‘“(V) any lessons learned from the challenge
process established under Mobility Fund Phase
11, as determined from comments solicited by the
Commission; and

‘“‘VI) the meed for user-friendly challenge
submission formats that will promote participa-
tion in the challenge process;

““(ii) include a process for verifying the data
submitted through the challenge process in
order to ensure the reliability of that data;

““(iii) allow providers to respond to challenges
submitted through the challenge process; and

“(iv) develop an online mechanism, which—

‘“(I) shall be integrated into the coverage
maps;

‘“(11) allows for an entity described in sub-
paragraph (A) to submit a challenge under the
challenge process;

‘“(111) makes challenge data available in both
geographic information system and non-geo-
graphic information system formats; and

“(1IV) clearly identifies the areas in which
broadband internet access service is available,
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and the upload and download speeds at which
that service is available, as reported to the Com-
mission under this section.

““(C) USE OF CHALLENGES.—The rules issued to
establish the challenge process under subpara-
graph (A) shall include—

‘(i) a process for the speedy resolution of
challenges; and

““(ii) a process for the regular and expeditious
updating of the coverage maps and granular
data disseminated by the Commission as chal-
lenges are resolved.

‘(D) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not earlier than
1 year, and not later than 18 months, after the
date on which the rules issued under subsection
(a)(1) take effect, the Commission shall, after an
opportunity for notice and comment, submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee
on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that—

““(i) evaluates the challenge process described
in subparagraph (A); and

“‘(ii) considers whether the Commission should
commence an inquiry on the need for other tools
to help—

‘“(I) identify potential inaccuracies in the
data relating to broadband internet access serv-
ice that providers report; and

“(II) improve the accuracy of the data de-
scribed in subclause (I).

““(6) REFORM OF FORM 477 PROCESS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the rules issued under
subsection (a) take effect, the Commission
shall—

“(i) reform the Form 477 broadband deploy-
ment service availability collection process of
the Commission—

‘(1) to achieve the purposes of this title; and

‘“(II) in a manner that—

‘“(aa) enables the comparison of data and
maps produced before the implementation of this
title with data and coverage maps produced
after the implementation of this title; and

““(bb) maintains the public availability of data
relating to the deployment of broadband inter-
net access service; and

‘““(ii) harmonize reporting requirements and
procedures regarding the deployment of
broadband internet access service that are in ef-
fect on the day before the date on which the
rules issued under subsection (a)(1) take effect
with those requirements and procedures in those
rules.

‘“(B) CONTINUED COLLECTION AND REPORT-
ING.—On and after the date on which the Com-
mission carries out subparagraph (A), the Com-
mission shall continue to collect and publicly re-
port subscription data that the Commission col-
lected through the Form 477 broadband deploy-
ment service availability process, as in effect on
July 1, 2019.

““(7) SHARING DATA WITH NTIA.—The Commis-
sion shall establish a process to make the data
collected under paragraph (2) available to the
National Telecommunications and Information
Administration.

““(c) MAPS.—The Commission shall—

‘(1) after consultation with the Federal Geo-
graphic Data Committee established under sec-
tion 753(a) of the Geospatial Data Act of 2018,
create—

‘““(A) the Broadband Map, which shall de-
pict—

‘(i) the extent of the availability of
broadband internet access service in the United
States, without regard to whether that service is
fixed broadband internet access service or mobile
broadband internet access service, which shall
be based on data collected by the Commission
from all providers; and

‘““(ii) the areas of the United States that re-
main unserved by providers;

‘“‘‘B) a map that depicts the availability of
fixed broadband internet access service, which
shall be based on data collected by the Commis-
sion from providers under subsection (b)(2)(A);
and
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“(C) a map that depicts the availability of mo-
bile broadband internet access service, which
shall be based on data collected by the Commis-
sion from providers under subsection (b)(2)(B);

“(2) after creating the maps under paragraph
(1), use such maps—

““(A) to determine the areas in which terres-
trial fired, fired wireless, mobile, and satellite
broadband internet access service is and is not
available; and

“(B) when making any new award of funding
with respect to the deployment of broadband
internet access service intended for use by resi-
dential and mobile customers;

“(3) update the maps created under para-
graph (1) not less frequently than biannually
using the most recent data collected from pro-
viders under subsection (b)(2);

““(4) consult with—

“(A) the Secretary of Agriculture to enable
the Secretary of Agriculture to consult the maps
created under paragraph (1) when considering
the awarding of funds for the deployment of
broadband internet access service under any
program administered by the Administrator of
the Rural Utilities Service; and

“(B) the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration to enable the Ad-
ministration to consult the maps created under
paragraph (1) when considering the awarding of
funds for the deployment of broadband internet
access service under any future program admin-
istered by the Administration;

“(5) make available to any Federal agency,
upon request, the maps created under para-
graph (1); and

“(6) make public at an appropriate level of
granularity—

“(A) the maps created under paragraph (1);
and

““(B) the data collected by the Commission
with respect to the availability of broadband
internet access service and the quality of service
with respect to broadband internet access serv-
ice.

‘“(d) DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE FOR QUALITY
OF SERVICE RULES.—Any requirement of a rule
issued under subsection (a)(1) that relates to
quality of service shall take effect not earlier
than the date that is 180 days after the date on
which the Commission issues that rule.

“SEC. 803. ENFORCEMENT.

“It shall be unlawful for an entity or indi-
vidual to willfully and knowingly, or recklessly,
submit information or data under this title that
is materially inaccurate or incomplete with re-
spect to the availability of broadband internet
access service or the quality of service with re-
spect to broadband internet access service.

“SEC. 804. IMPROVING DATA ACCURACY.

“(a) AUDITS.—The Commission shall conduct
regular audits of information submitted to the
Commission by providers under section 802(b)(2)
to ensure that the providers are complying with
this title.

““(b) CROWDSOURCING.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall de-
velop a process through which entities or indi-
viduals in the United States may submit specific
information about the deployment and avail-
ability of broadband internet access service in
the United States on an ongoing basis so that
the information may be used to verify and sup-
plement information provided by providers of
broadband internet access service for inclusion
in the maps created under section 802(c)(1).

““(2) COLLABORATION.—AS part of the efforts
of the Commission to facilitate the ability of en-
tities and individuals to submit information
under paragraph (1), the Commission shall—

““(A) prioritize the consideration of data pro-
vided by data collection applications used by
consumers that the Commission has deter-
mined—

‘(i) are highly reliable; and

“(ii) have proven methodologies for deter-
mining network coverage and network perform-
ance;
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‘“‘(B) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this title, conclude a process that
tests the feasibility of partnering with Federal
agencies that operate delivery fleet vehicles, in-
cluding the United States Postal Service, to fa-
cilitate the collection and submission of infor-
mation described in that paragraph; and

‘“(C) mot later than 14 months after the date
of enactment of this title, publish on the website
of the Commission, and submit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives, a re-
port regarding the testing described in subpara-
graph (B), which shall include—

‘(i) a determination regarding whether the
partnerships with Federal agencies described in
that subparagraph are able to facilitate the col-
lection and submission of information described
in paragraph (1); and

““(ii) any steps that the Commission plans to
take to facilitate the partnerships described in
that subparagraph.

“(c) TECHNICAL
TRIBES.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Commission shall hold workshops for Tribal
Governments in each of the 12 Bureau of Indian
Affairs regions to provide technical assistance
with the collection and submission of data
under section 802(a)(2).

‘““(2) ANNUAL REVIEW.—Each year, the Com-
mission, in consultation with Indian Tribes,
shall review the need for continued workshops
required under paragraph (1).

“(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SMALL SERV-
ICE PROVIDERS.—The Commission shall establish
a process through which a provider that has
fewer than 100,000 active broadband internet ac-
cess service connections may request and receive
assistance from the Commission with respect to
geographic information system data processing
to ensure that the provider is able to comply
with the requirements under section 802(b) in a
timely and accurate manner.

““(e) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE, LOCAL,
AND TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS AND CONSUMERS.—
The Commission shall provide technical assist-
ance to consumers and State, local, and Tribal
governmental entities with respect to the chal-
lenge process established under section 802(b)(5),
which shall include—

‘(1) detailed tutorials and webinars; and

““(2) the provision of staff of the Commission
to provide assistance, as needed, throughout the
entirety of the challenge process.

“(f) GAO ASSESSMENT OF FABRIC SOURCE
DATA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall conduct an assessment
of key data sources that are used for purposes
of the Fabric to identify and geocode locations
where fixed broadband internet access service
can be installed in order for the Comptroller
General to develop recommendations for how the
quality and completeness of those data sources
can be improved as data sources for the Fabric.

““(2) SOURCES INCLUDED.—For the purposes of
the assessment conducted under paragraph (1),
the key data sources described in that para-
graph shall include—

“(A) any relevant sources of Federal data, in-
cluding the National Address Database adminis-
tered by the Department of Transportation;

‘“‘(B) State- and county-level digitized parcel
data; and

“(C) property tax attribute recording.

““(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this title, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that contains the recommenda-
tions developed under paragraph (1).

“SEC. 805. COST.

‘““‘ta) USF.—The Commission may mnot use

funds from the universal service programs of the

ASSISTANCE TO  INDIAN
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Commission established under section 254, and
the regulations issued under that section, to pay
for any costs associated with this title.

‘““(b) OTHER FUNDS.—The Commission may re-
cover costs associated with this title under sec-
tion 9 to the extent provided for in an appro-
priation Act, as required under subsection (a) of
that section.

“SEC. 806. OTHER PROVISIONS.

‘“(a) OMB.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the initial rule making required
under section 802(a)(1) shall be exempt from re-
view by the Office of Management and Budget.

““(b) PRA.—Subchapter I of chapter 35 of title
44, United States Code (commonly known as the
‘Paperwork Reduction Act’) shall not apply to
the initial rule making required under Ssection
802(a)(1).

“(c) EXECUTION OF RESPONSIBILITIES.—Ezx-
cept, with respect to an entity that is not the
Universal Service Administrative Company, as
provided in  section 802(a)(2)(B), Ssection
802(b)(1)(A)(ii), and subsections (c), (d), and (e)
of section 804, the Commission—

‘(1) including the offices of the Commission,
shall carry out the responsibilities assigned to
the Commission under this title; and

““(2) may not delegate any of the responsibil-
ities assigned to the Commission under this title
to any third party, including the Universal
Service Administrative Company.

‘“‘(d) REPORTING.—Each fiscal year, the Com-
mission shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives a report that
summarizes the implementation of this title and
associated enforcement activities conducted dur-
ing the previous fiscal year.

‘““(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If the Commis-
sion, before the date of enactment of this title,
has taken an action that, in whole or in part,
implements this title, the Commission shall not
be required to revisit such action to the extent
that such action is consistent with this title.”.

Mr. PALLONE (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute was agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

———————

HONORING DENISE WILKERSON

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor a great public servant from my
district, Denise Wilkerson.

Ms. Wilkerson is the council presi-
dent for the city of Roselle, New Jer-
sey, but her dedication to her commu-
nity extends far beyond her city coun-
cil work. She also is the president of
the Union County National Organiza-
tion for Women. She served as second
vice president of the National Council
of Negro Women in Roselle, as well.

She is actively involved in her local
NAACP chapter, and, in addition, she
is the executive director of Abounding
Women Community Outreach. This
nonprofit is dedicated to empowering
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women through their community
events and professional skills training.

She is a vibrant part of my commu-
nity, and I am glad to commend her
from the floor of the United States
House of Representatives on this day.
She deserves all the accolades we can
give her and much more.

———
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF SAMI
NATOUR

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember the life of Sami
Natour, a respected member of the
Knoxville community who recently
passed away at the age of 86.

Sami lived the American Dream. He
was born in Palestine in 1933 and later
immigrated to America in 1953. He re-
turned to Palestine in 1956 to marry his
wife, Abla, before they permanently
settled in the United States and be-
came American citizens. The Natours
lived in Arlington, Virginia, before
making east Tennessee their home.

In 1972, Sami opened the Copper Ket-
tle Restaurant in Knoxville with his
brothers, Samir and Naji. Sami worked
extremely hard to make the Copper
Kettle a success. Sami’s son, Peter, re-
members his father’s work ethic and
how he would often work from 6 in the
morning until midnight.

Sami’s dedication to his business
clearly left an impression on his sons:
all three of them own and operate res-
taurants in the Knoxville area. Peter
runs Pete’s Coffee Shop—one of my fa-
vorite places—Basel runs Rami’s Cafe,
and Bassam runs Sami’s Cafe.

Sami will be greatly missed. His life
story serves as a reminder that anyone
willing to work hard can follow their
dreams and be successful in our great
Nation.

————

OPPOSING TEXAS’ MEDICAID
WAIVER PROGRAM

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
am here today to oppose the Healthy
Texas Women Medicaid waiver pro-
gram, which is nothing more than a
reckless attack on reproductive rights.

The ironically titled Healthy Texas
Women program blocks Medicaid bene-
ficiaries from getting care at providers
that offer abortion services, like
Planned Parenthood. This does nothing
to expand access to family planning
care. It will harm low-income women
who rely on Medicaid for their
healthcare.

When Texas excluded Planned Par-
enthood from State funding 7 years
ago, 45,000 fewer women accessed care.
We cannot stand for that. This waiver
program will hurt women of color the
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most, who already experience health
disparities and barriers to access.

Mr. Speaker, I will not stop fighting
to protect a woman’s right to make her
own decisions about her healthcare,
and I urge the Congress to do the same.

———

RECOGNIZING HEAD COACH
ULYSSES HAWTHORNE

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Alfred E.
Beach High School Head Football
Coach, Ulysses Hawthorne, who is re-
tiring from the Savannah-Chatham
County Public Schools system after 21
seasons.

Coach Hawthorne is a stalwart in the
Savannah athletics scene. At the time
of his retirement he was the dean of all
the coaches in the area, but, most im-
portantly, he has always been an ex-
ceptional role model to his players.
Players he coached remember that he
pushed them to become leaders on and
off the field. Many of his players are
now playing at the next level in col-
lege.

As a unit, his teams were successful
against schools from across the State
of Georgia. In 2011, Coach Hawthorne
took Alfred E. Beach High School to its
first appearance in the State playoffs
since 1993. During his tenure at Beach,
he accumulated 76 wins.

I am so proud to have someone like
Coach Hawthorne in the First Congres-
sional District of Georgia shaping the
lives of young people.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight
the great work of the Special Olym-
pics.

Recently, I had the pleasure of vis-
iting with Special Olympics athletes
from Souderton Area High School, a
Unified Sports school.

Schools that participate in Unified
Sports pair students with and without
disabilities to promote inclusion
through a shared love of sports. Ath-
lete Kevin Lezynski and his unified
partner Jon Booz stopped by my office
recently to share their experiences
with the Pennsylvania Special Olym-
pics.

The Special Olympics is a fantastic
organization representing more than 5
million athletes that teaches the value
of good sportsmanship. Because of the
Special Olympics, individuals with in-
tellectual disabilities are given oppor-
tunities to not only strengthen their
physical fitness, but to strengthen the
lifelong friendships made with fellow
athletes along the way.

I would like to wish Kevin and Jon
the best of luck in their future com-
petitions, and to all of the other brave
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Pennsylvania Special Olympics ath-
letes and their Unified Sports partners.

STATE OF FLORIDA’S BIRTHDAY

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the great State of
Florida.

On this day in 1845, Florida became
the 27th State to join our Union and
has had a strong impact on our Nation
ever since.

From producing 70 percent of our Na-
tion’s citrus, to ranking number 2 in
vegetables harvested, Florida, as an ag-
ricultural powerhouse, has long been
critical in feeding hungry Americans.
Our State’s importance to our national
security also can’t be understated.

Florida is home to 3 of 11 unified
combatant commands—Central Com-
mand, Southern Command, and Special
Operations Command. I am so honored
to represent a district home to 57,000
veterans, part of the 1.5 million who
call the Sunshine State home.

Florida is also a major tourism des-
tination as millions from around the
world flock to our shores to enjoy our
beaches, food, culture, and theme
parks.

I am grateful to have been born and
raised in Florida and to represent the
15th District. I look forward to work-
ing with the Florida delegation to con-
tinue bettering the lives of all our
State residents for generations to
come.

THE BACHARACH GIANTS OF
ATLANTIC CITY

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 4104, the Negro
Leagues Baseball Centennial Com-
memorative Coin Act.

In New Jersey’s Second District we
were home to the Bacharach Giants in
Atlantic City. The team was a top con-
tender in the league and won two pen-
nants in 1926 and 1927.

The Giants were lucky enough to
host players such as John Henry ‘“Pop”’
Lloyd, a player whom Babe Ruth him-
self once called the greatest ballplayer
of all time, anywhere, ever.

Pop Lloyd would end up retiring and
coaching youth baseball in Atlantic
City until the day he died, and he was
inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1977.

Players like Pop Lloyd would lay the
foundation for future stars such as
Jackie Robinson and Hank Aaron, who
would change the game forever. Yet,
players like Lloyd, and the leagues
they played in, are slowly becoming
forgotten to the annals of history.

We cannot let that happen. I thank
the gentleman from Missouri for intro-
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ducing this important legislation to
commemorate and honor those players
and the role they played in shaping
America’s very favorite pastime.

May God bless him.

———
SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address the
Chamber about one of the most impor-
tant issues that the Nation faces, and
that issue has only been underscored
by the issue of the coronavirus, and
also by the issue of inequality that ex-
ists today in this great country of ours,
the wealthiest nation in the history of
the world.

I am pleased to announce the number
of people who have risen and come to
support Social Security 2100. It is
called Social Security 2100 because we
address the needs of Social Security
into the next century so that Social
Security will be solvent beyond 75
years and address the vital concerns of
each and every American.

In 2019, 64 million Americans received
Social Security benefits totaling over
$1 trillion. For nearly one-third of our
elderly beneficiaries, Social Security
benefits are 90 percent of their total in-
come. Two-thirds rely on Social Secu-
rity for the majority of their income.
The average benefit in 2019 per Amer-
ican was $17,600 for retired workers,
and that works out to be about $18,000
for men and $14,000 for women—not
enough for most to live on.

Mr. Speaker, 178 million Americans
are covered by Social Security today;
10,000, baby boomers a day become eli-
gible for Social Security.

Social Security helps lower and mid-
dle-income Americans the most. More
than 90 percent of benefits go to bene-
ficiaries earning less than $50,000. Let
me repeat that again: more than 90 per-
cent of all the benefits of Social Secu-
rity go to people earning less than
$50,000 a year.

That is why the following individuals
have supported the Social Security 2100
Act, including: Social Security Works,
the National Committee to Preserve
Social Security and Medicare, the
AFL-CIO, the Alliance for Retired
Americans, Paralyzed Veterans of
America, VoteVets, the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees, the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, Latinos for a
Secure Retirement, the National Orga-
nization for Women, SAGE, the Na-
tional Education Association, The Arc
of the United States, International
Federation of Professional & Technical
Engineers representing the Adminis-
trative Law Judges, Consortium for
Citizens With Disabilities Social Secu-
rity Task Force, Justice in Aging, the
Association of University Centers on
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Disabilities, Senior Citizens League,
the National Organization of Social Se-
curity Claimants’ Representatives, the
EPI Policy Center, the National Re-
tiree Legislative Network, Public Cit-
izen, CREDO Action, Progress Amer-
ica, Other 98, the Daily Kos, People’s
Action, the Diverse Elders Coalition,
the National Employment Law Project,
Freedom to Prosper, MoveOn, Union
Veterans Council of the AFL-CIO, just
to name a few, Madam Speaker.

I want to start today by talking
about having Secretary Mnuchin before
the Ways and Means Committee this
morning.

I reminded Secretary Mnuchin and
complimented the President for saying
in his last two State of the Union mes-
sages how he was committed to pro-
tecting Social Security. While he is
committed to protecting Social Secu-
rity, his budgets have not reflected
that, which was a point of concern we
raised with Secretary Mnuchin espe-
cially since—to give President Trump
credit here—that during the campaign
of 2016 when faced with 16 other Repub-
licans who tried to force him to say
that Social Security is an entitlement,
President Trump, to his credit, said:
No, Social Security is an earned ben-
efit.

I asked Secretary Mnuchin if he be-
lieved that Social Security was an
earned benefit, and he said: Yes, it was.

I also asked then, if that is the case,
and it is an earned benefit, it debunks
a longstanding concern raised by the
other side that Social Security is
somehow an entitlement program
when, in fact, every American citizen
knows, because of FICA, exactly what
Social Security is.

FICA stands for the Federal Insur-
ance Contribution Act, but anyone can
go to their pay stub and look at it.
Federal Insurance Contribution—whose
contribution?

Your contribution; every American
citizen’s contribution. It is not a tax.
The tax that is paid by an employer to
your benefit is fully deductible. The
employer gets to deduct it. The benefit
for your contribution goes directly to
the employee, and they get that in the
way of pension guarantee, disability
protection, spousal and dependent cov-
erage, and a death benefit.

[ 1430

The wisdom of Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt is also prescient because they re-
alized back in 1929, after the Great De-
pression, in this great capitalistic and
entrepreneurial society that we live in,
that sometimes, through no fault of
your own, when something as disas-
trous as a stock market crash or an un-
anticipated virus takes place, that dis-
aster can prevail, and all of a sudden,
you would find yourself in a situation
where you had not the means.

Thus, Congress, because of President
Roosevelt, adopted the Social Security
Act and paid for it through the Federal
insurance contribution. So this con-
tribution, every citizen knows that it
is their contribution that they make.
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I commended President Trump for
having said that, debating his other
Republican opponents. But to date, the
administration has not produced a plan
that will protect Social Security, that
will, in fact, expand Social Security
the way it needs to be.

In fact, the last time Social Security
was expanded, there was a Republican
President, a Republican Senate, and a
Democratic House. The Democratic
Speaker was Tip O’Neill. He led that ef-
fort. The leader of the Social Security
movement was Robert Dole. The Sen-
ate majority leader was Howard Baker.
And the President was Ronald Reagan.

They understood, bipartisanly, that
this is the American people’s number
one insurance program, the number
one antipoverty program.

You know what? We don’t even have
to go back to 1929 to understand the
impact and the need for Social Secu-
rity. History and historians are replete
with the stories of the great crash. We
have to go back only as far as 2008 be-
cause, in 2008, this country experienced
the Great Recession.

Since that recession, many Ameri-
cans saw their 401(k)’s become 101(k)’s,
and 90 percent of the American people
have not recovered their wealth and as-
sets that they lost in the recession of
2008. Let me repeat that, Madam
Speaker: 90 percent of Americans have
not recovered their wealth and assets
from 2008.

During that time, when many lost
everything, and companies turned
away from defined benefit contribu-
tions and were getting out of the pen-
sion business, during that same time
period, Social Security never missed a
payment. Social Security never missed
a pension payment, never missed a dis-
ability payment, never missed a spous-
al or dependent coverage payment, be-
cause it is the full faith and credit of
the United States Government and the
Nation’s number one insurance plan
and the Nation’s number one anti-
poverty plan.

Most recently, our dear colleague
JOHN LEWIS reminded us—and in June
2019 he rolled out, along with DANNY
DAVIS, LINDA SANCHEZ, TERRI SEWELL,
GWEN MOORE, JIMMY GOMEZ, and other
members of the Committee on Ways
and Means—the fact that Social Secu-
rity is a civil rights issue as well, a
civil rights issue that has long gone
unaddressed.

It has been more than 37 years since
Social Security was last fixed, and that
was under Tip O’Neill, Ronald Reagan,
and Howard Baker. It has been more
than 50 years since Social Security was
enhanced. Do you think things have
changed for people in 37 years and in 50
years?

Every American listening to this un-
derstands that that is the case. They
have faithfully paid into this earned
benefit and have gotten, in return, a
benefit, but one that needs to be
changed and modified in a way that is
sustainably solvent into the next cen-
tury and enhanced in the following
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ways that people like DANNY DAVIS
have advocated.

Here are the four ways that we en-
hance Social Security.

Number one, we make sure that no
one can retire into poverty. In the
wealthiest nation in the world today,
fellow American citizens who have paid
all their quarters into Social Security,
who have worked all their lives, re-
ceive a Social Security check that is
below the poverty level. Most of them
happen to be women, and most of them
happen to be women of color.

It is the shame of this country that
in the midst of the great prosperity
and wealth and, frankly, in the midst
of handing out a $2 trillion tax cut of
which 83 percent went to the Nation’s
wealthiest 1 percent, that we could not
find the will and the way to help out
those who have worked all their lives
and paid into the program.

This is no handout. This is someone
who, by the sweat of their brow and
their work, earned a benefit that
hasn’t actuarially kept pace, because,
in 1983, they didn’t index it the way
they should have. No one who has paid
in their quarters should suffer for a
mistake made by Congress.

Congress needs to correct that so
now the new floor for Social Security
will become 125 percent of what the
poverty level is so that no one who
works their whole life and pays in their
quarters can retire into poverty.

The second thing we do is make sure
that there is a 2 percent across-the-
board increase. Nobody gets wealthy on
Social Security. On average, a male
earns approximately $18,000 in Social
Security payments and a female
$14,000. Nobody is getting wealthy on
Social Security. It is the subsistence
amount of money necessitated to make
ends meet. So, a modest 2 percent in-
crease will be spent right back into the
very communities that they live in.

On average, every congressional dis-
trict has 145,000 people who receive So-
cial Security. In each one of our 435
districts, 145,000 people will be spending
money back in those communities.

Recognize that this is an economic
stimulus bill. In fact, most recently,
Jason Furman, coming before the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, talked
about this as an economic stimulus, as
has Larry Summers and other econo-
mists who have taken a look at the
ways we need to stimulate our econ-
omy by making sure that those
amongst us who need the money most
and who spend that money directly
back in the community on the neces-
sities of life—like heating and cooling
their homes, providing the fuel that al-
lows them to operate their auto-
mobiles, making sure that they have
food and nutrition and physical ther-
apy, and paying for doctor visits and
also prescriptions—this is what we are
doing to expand this bill with a 2 per-
cent increase and then also making
sure that there is a COLA that reflects
the actual costs that people incur.

How so? A COLA, which the AARP
calls CPIE, with ‘“E” standing for el-
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derly, but I would also say standing for
the essential benefits that the elderly
need. Again, heating and cooling your
home, prescription drugs, doctor visits,
physical therapy, the very food that
you put on your table, these are essen-
tial for life. That is what should go
into figuring out what your COLA is,
and that is what this bill reflects.

The bill also reflects the idea that a
lot of people continue to work beyond
retirement age. But most people don’t
realize that if you are single and mak-
ing more than $24,000, your Social Se-
curity is taxed. If you are a married
couple and making more than $32,000,
your Social Security is taxed. Again,
back in 1983, they didn’t index this. We
changed that. We indexed Social Secu-
rity. Now, 12 million Americans will
get a tax break because of that.

Making sure that no one can retire
into poverty, having a modest 2 per-
cent across-the-board increase, having
a COLA that reflects your actual ex-
penses, and providing a tax break is at
the core of this bill.

In the new and added improvements
of the bill, including those led by
DANNY DAVIS to make sure that grand-
mothers and grandparents, to make
sure that students, to make sure that
widows are getting extra money to
raise the children that they are respon-
sible for was also included in this legis-
lation, as well as introducing an earned
income tax credit so that nobody earn-
ing $50,000 and below will have to pay
an increase in taxes and in contribu-
tions, to make sure that the money is
going where it is needed the most, to
help people at the lower end of the pay
scale to get the kind of benefits that
the Social Security 2100 Act provides.
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And with that, Madam Speaker, I am
going to yield to the gentleman from
the great State of Illinois (Mr. DANNY
K. DAVIS), as I like to refer to him—as
I have heard no better voice in Con-
gress—the voice of God.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.
Well, thank you, sir. I want to thank
you indeed. As a matter of fact, as I
was listening, I was saying to myself,
after a good sermon, all that you really
say is ‘“Amen.” And I want to say
““Amen” to you.

And I say that in all seriousness, be-
cause the number one advocate for an
expanded Social Security in this House
of Representatives is none other than
Representative JOHN LARSON. I thank
you for your diligence, for the consist-
ency.

When you walk in my office, there is
a photograph of Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, and that photograph has been
there ever since I have been here. I had
that photograph before I came here, be-
cause the work and the leadership, the
vision that Franklin Delano Roosevelt
had, has been transformed and passed
on to people like yourself and to you. I
am so proud to be able to say that I
serve with you in this House of Rep-
resentatives, on the Ways and Means
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Committee, and that you chair the So-
cial Security Subcommittee and the
Social Security effort.

The only other thing that I really
would need to say and would want to
say, I have always been told that you
can measure the effectiveness of a soci-
ety, that you make an assessment by
how well it treats its young, how well
it treats its old, and how well it treats
those who have difficulty caring for
themselves.

I couldn’t help but think of my fa-
ther, as I listened to you, who was 92
years old when he died. But he had a
good life. As a matter of fact, he spent
the last 5 years living with me on the
weekends whenever I came home.

He always wanted to pay for things.
You know, we would stop for dinner,
and he would say to my wife: Vera, I
am going to treat you for dinner.

His Social Security check was $500-
something a month, which obviously
would not have been enough if he had
to live alone and care for himself and
all of that. But I would go ahead and
let him pay. I would say: Okay. Well, if
you want to pay for dinner, go right
ahead—and he would pay.

When I stopped to get gasoline, as
the tank was being filled, he would say:
Here, let me pay for it.

He would reach and get his money.
We were getting gas. At the time, gaso-
line was very high. It went up to $40,
$560, $60, $70. He would say: I guess you
better go ahead and pay for it. You
don’t have to worry.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. He is a
smart man.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.
But, again, we have got to expand it.
We have got to keep it. We have got to
make sure that it provides for the indi-
viduals it is designed to provide for.

It is not a gift. It is not a giveaway.
It is an entitlement that people work
for. And so I am proud to join with you
in saying that we have got to make So-
cial Security everything that it ought
to be.

Where you lead, I will follow, and we
will help make it happen. So, thank
you very much. I am going to conclude,
and this just about ends my day.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Well,
first of all, thank you very much. I
deeply appreciate your efforts, Mr.
DAVIS.

And I love the story about your fa-
ther, because that just demonstrates
the dignity and the worth of a lifetime
of work. But, still, he wanted to pay,
he wanted to continue to contribute,
because he knew how important it was.

And it wasn’t any handout. He
worked for it all of his life. He contrib-
uted into it.

Now we are faced with a decision in
Congress on our watch, not sometime
down in the future, but now.

For you up there listening in the au-
dience, as we speak, this year, Social
Security will start paying out more
money than it is taking in. It hasn’t
been adjusted in 37 years.

There is nothing that you can leave
untouched that requires actuarial at-
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tention—and, specifically, the atten-
tion of Congress—that, left untouched,
will continue to flourish. And yet So-
cial Security has never missed a pay-
ment, not for disability, not for spousal
or dependent coverage, and not for a
pension. It is America’s insurance plan.
It is our number one antipoverty pro-
gram as well.

That is why I am so grateful that
Danny and others have pointed this out
as a civil rights issue, as well, because
of the way, for so long, people of color,
especially Black males, have been dis-
criminated against.

Also, when you look at women and
you understand that, for women of
color, they are receiving 56 cents for
every dollar their White male counter-
parts were—80 cents for White women,
53 cents for Hispanic women—that is
simply unfair.

In this day and age, we can correct
that, and we can do it simply by doing
what Roosevelt asked us to do: Make a
contribution.

What does that contribution go to-
wards? It goes towards a pension, a dis-
ability payment, dependent coverage,
and a spousal benefit.

That is a pretty good deal. You can’t
buy that anywhere in the private sec-
tor.

I come from one of the insurance cap-
itals of the world, where, when you
went to insurance school, they taught
you about the three legs on the stool;
and the most important leg on that
stool was Social Security, because that
was the floor, that was the safety net
which nothing could fall through.

We don’t ever want to see another
crash like 1929. But, again, understand,
since 2008, 90 percent of Americans are
struggling because they haven’t recov-
ered their wealth and assets. Sixty-
eight percent of all millennials, who
will need Social Security more than
baby boomers, have only Social Secu-
rity to rely on. They have no pension
or 401(k).

While we should do everything to
make that more possible, the plausible
reality and what government can do is
at hand: First and foremost, make So-
cial Security solvent; and then, sec-
ondly, make sure it is solvent for more
than 75 years and addresses baby
boomers and millennials and future
generations, and does so with modest
benefits that end the inequality that
exists but also provides basic economic
sustenance so that our economies can
thrive.

Both Jason Furman and Larry Sum-
mers, and, I think, Secretary Mnuchin
would even agree with this today. They
were talking about, in the face of the
coronavirus—which, by the way, is age-
related and will impact the elderly and
people in the age groups of 60 to 70 and
70 to 80 far more than it will impact
any other generation, and it will do so
in a way that they better have the
wherewithal—they were talking about
means to stimulate the economy.

The number one way to stimulate the
economy is to give those modest bene-
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fits to the very people—145,000, on aver-
age, in every congressional district—so
those modest benefits are spent di-
rectly right back into the communities
that they live in for the necessities of
life that are needed to sustain their ex-
istence.

Would you agree, Dan?

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. I
agree wholeheartedly.

As a matter of fact, if you really
want to touch and move the economy,
it is to make sure that those individ-
uals at the very bottom are able to
contribute.

You see, I always say that money to
a community is like blood to the body.
No matter how sophisticated we are in
terms of medicine and health, if all the
blood leaves your body, in all likeli-
hood, you are going to die.

In communities that are considered
low income, senior citizen villages,
places where people live in senior hous-
ing, unless those individuals have re-
sources to plow back into the environ-
ment, then those will always be low in-
come, N0 money, no resources, no busi-
ness, no opportunities, no hope.

So, if we really want to make Amer-
ica be the America that we dream
about, talk about, hope about, but has
never been, then Social Security is the
way to do it. Every person who works,
who reaches a certain age, you know,
retirement can be a good thing.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Ex-
actly.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.
You have got enough resources to re-
tire without wondering if you are going
to have to cut your pills in half or not
pay the light bill or pay the rent or
have enough money to purchase the
food that you want, where you are not
scraping and looking for coupons and
looking for special sales and special op-
portunities.

That is what happens to many of our
senior citizens. They have to look and
see if there is an item on sale so that
they will be able to acquire it. So, if we
make sure that there are sufficient re-
sources for people to live on, then, at
my church, they would say that you
are doing the work of the Master.

So there is no better way to do it, no
more effective, no more efficient way. I
am just pleased that we have this op-
portunity to do this, and do it now.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. We do,
and it is on our watch.

I can’t emphasize this enough. For
every Member of Congress and every
person out there in America who is lis-
tening to C-SPAN right now or to this
program: It is on our watch. It is our
responsibility. We cannot continue to
kick the can down the road.

Doing nothing means a 20 percent cut
to people’s benefits.

Let me repeat that again. Doing
nothing means a 20 percent cut to peo-
ple’s benefits.

Now, there are some who are fine
with that, but most, on both sides of
the aisle, are not in favor of that.
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Here is what the polling data shows.
It shows that Social Security is bipar-
tisan. Seventy-seven percent of Ameri-
cans—84 percent of Democrats, 69 per-
cent of Republicans, 76 percent of Inde-
pendents—said that they would be will-
ing to pay a little more to make sure
that their benefits are not cut and that
they are protected and expanded.

Also, 91 percent of workers and 94
percent of retirees would feel be-
trayed—that is 91 percent of workers,
94 percent of retirees would feel be-
trayed—if the money they paid into
Social Security was not available to
them.

A Gallup poll found, this most recent
one, that Social Security ranked
fourth amongst the things that keep
people up at night and worried with re-
spect to their security, fourth in im-
portance after education, healthcare,
and their financial security—and they
often lump financial security and So-
cial Security together.
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I would just like to close.

I mentioned Jason Furman, who was
the former Obama National Economic
Council Adviser, and Larry Summers,
the former Clinton Treasury Sec-
retary—both were serving up at Har-
vard—who have written extensively
about the importance of making sure,
as an economic stimulus and out of ne-
cessity, that we make the improve-
ments that should have been made 37
years ago but desperately need to be
taken up today, not only for current
generations and baby boomers retiring,
but for millennials and future genera-
tions.

Alicia Munnell, the current Director
for the Center for Retirement Re-
search, former member of the Presi-
dent’s Council of Economic Advisors,
former Assistant Secretary for Eco-
nomic Policy, and former senior vice
president at the Federal Reserve in
Boston, said we have to protect Social
Security: Policymakers should fix So-
cial Security by raising, incremen-
tally, over time, the money neces-
sitated to do it. It doesn’t come from
heaven.

We need to maintain benefits. People
don’t have anything else other than
their 401(k)s, and a specific portion of
the population doesn’t even have those.
Social Security is the forced savings
plan that people have paid into and
have counted on, and, as I have said be-
fore, it has never missed a payment.

Monique Morrissey, economist from
the Economic Policy Institute: “Ex-
panding Social Security ... ensures
steady contributions; it keeps costs
low and prevents leakage; and it pools
longevity risk. Moreover, Social Secu-
rity’s pay-as-you-go financing . . . pro-
vides an internal rate of return tied to
economic growth . . . but without the
gyrations.”

Dean Baker, senior economist for the
Center for Economic and Policy Re-
search, if Social Security 2100 becomes
law, ‘‘it would both improve the pro-
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gram’s benefit structure and its finan-
cial picture. . .. After adjusting for
prices, wages have risen 1.5 percent an-
nually over the last 5 years.” Social
Security 2100 would only be a small im-
pact on the pay increase of a new FICA
tax.

This was in Economy for All on No-
vember 12, 2019. The Congressional
Budget Office also reports this.

This will be the only bill that we will
be able to vote on this year that both
reduces the national debt by $525 bil-
lion and expands and improves Social
Security.

Let me repeat that again.

CBO has said that Social Security
2100 is both PAYGO compliant and, be-
cause the program is fully paid for, re-
duces the national debt by $525 billion
over time and enhances the existence
of Social Security, making it solvent
for future generations beyond 75 years.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K.
DAvVIS), if he has a final word.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, the final word is only
to make sure that Social Security is in
your plans, and be ready to accept it
when we get it.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

——
CRISIS AT THE BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
UNDERWOOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker,
first of all, I will let you know, so we
break the suspense, I will probably be
more like 5 minutes, so it is easier for
everybody.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to talk
one more time about the crisis at the
border.

One more week has gone by, and for
1 more week, Donald Trump is out
there alone fighting to preserve the in-
tegrity of our border and who the fu-
ture citizens of the United States of
America are.

Donald Trump is a fan of immigra-
tion, that is why, on his watch, we are
now up to around 750,000 people being
sworn in legally in this country every
year, and there has been no effort made
to really substantially reduce that
number.

Nevertheless, we do want to pick our
immigrants. We want our immigrants
to be people who have come here le-
gally and are appropriately vetted, and
Donald Trump is doing what he can—
without any help from Congress, 1
might add—to make sure that that
happens.

The first thing that Congress has to
do is to make permanent the Public
Charge rule. Donald Trump has cor-
rectly said, even for legal immigrants,
we are not going to take people in this
country if we expect they would be per-
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manently, or close to permanently,
taking advantage of the programs our
government has to offer.

Right now, 63 percent of the nonciti-
zens, compared to 35 percent of the na-
tive-born, are on some sort of govern-
ment program. We have a hard enough
time at this time of trillion-dollar defi-
cits taking care of our own citizens
who have fallen on hard times without
taking the people who are on hard
times from all around the world.

Donald Trump is putting his finger in
the spigot, but we know the day will
come when we have a different Presi-
dent. When we have a different Presi-
dent, I am scared to death the new
President will go back to the old meth-
od of anybody can come here, and, if
they come to our country for free Pell
grants, if they come to our country for
free food, if they come to our country
for free medical care, if they come to
our country for free housing, we will
let them back in.

Madam Speaker, I wish President
Trump would always be able to prevent
that, and I am sure he is going to con-
tinue to prevent that as long as he is
President; but, if you look at the other
people running for the job, I wouldn’t
bet that even by this time next year,
and certainly within 5 years, we won’t
be back to the days of being the wel-
fare magnet for the Western Hemi-
sphere or the entire world.

Madam Speaker, I call on Congress to
step up and pass legislation that a fu-
ture President cannot undue, stating
that we are not going to have more
people here as a public charge.

Secondly, a couple weeks ago, I went
down to the border one more time and
had a chance to talk to local law en-
forcement, some of the citizens on the
border, as well as the Border Patrol.
They are appreciative of the things
that the current administration is
doing.

I saw 12 miles of wall being built at
the Arizona border. I saw that, while it
might be possible to get around the
wall, it would be very difficult. I don’t
think most people could climb a 30-foot
wall, much less get over the concertina
wire on top, much less get down the
other side.

But, again, those are actions from
President Trump. I wish, in the future
appropriations bill, Congress would
fully fund that wall like the Border Pa-
trol, who sees what is going on every
day, wishes they had.

President Trump has reached an
agreement with the Mexican Govern-
ment so that people coming here seek-
ing asylum pending their hearing can
be held in Mexico rather than coming
across, living in this country, having
children with birthright citizenship,
and taking advantage of laws that law-
abiding people from other countries
don’t have.

Again, President Trump has reached
an agreement with Mexico, and that is
why we have gone from 80,000 or 90,000
people, at least, coming in the border
in May of last year to under 2,000, we



March 3, 2020

believe, more recently. But, again, that
is another victory that could be short-
lived.

We heard again, currently, it could
easily be over 90 percent of the
fentanyl, of the meth and heroin come
across the border. This should be a na-
tional crisis. More people are dying on
an annual basis from this scourge than
died in the entire Vietnam war.

Nevertheless, it is still treated as no
big deal, and Congress is not going out
of its way to do anywhere near what it
should to prevent these drugs from
coming across the border, which are
killing our citizens.

Furthermore, the drug cartels who
control that border are breaking up
families and taking advantage of young
people, 14-, 15-year-olds, to smuggle
across the border.

Why do they do it? Because they
know, in the United States, we are not
going to incarcerate people who are 15
years old for sneaking drugs across the
border.

It amazes Border Patrol that, a few
times, some potential immigrant com-
mits a crime and they are separated
from their children; meanwhile, the
drug cartels have thousands of people
separated from their parents to do
their dirty work and barely a peep
from the average American Congress-
man who is so worried about things
otherwise.

We also had a chance to look at the
Nogales border and see what is going
on there and the possibility that people
are going over the wall. We heard,
again, we could use more dogs on the
southern border, not only to detect
drugs coming across one way, but to
detect cash coming across the other
way—something else that, if this Con-
gress really cared about our border,
they would do something about.

We heard, again, about the dangers of
having the drug cartels control our
southern border rather than our Border
Patrol, wealthy drug cartels that may
be paying off some American citizens
who live on the border and may be pay-
ing off Mexican military, maybe Mexi-
can police. When they sneak people
over the border, it is not unusual to
have these people dehydrate in the Ari-
zona desert. It is not unusual to have
these people drown in the Rio Grande
River.

The fault is the inactivity of the
American Congress to really secure
these borders so we don’t continue to
empower the Mexican drug cartels that
are not only causing people to die com-
ing here, but are also corrupting the
Mexican Government, resulting in the
high homicide rates that we see south
of the border.

Madam Speaker, I call upon Congress
to act to immediately hire more Bor-
der Patrol, to hire more dogs, to make
sure we have enough funding for the
wall, to permanently cause people try-
ing to come into this country to have
to stay south of the border pending
their asylum hearing, to change the
asylum laws so that anybody can’t just

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

say ‘I am in danger in my home coun-
try”’ and come here, and, above all, to
change the public benefits rule so that
our future immigrants are uniformly
hardworking people who are going to
be an asset to America rather than the
current situation in which they are ap-
parently disproportionately the type of
people who come on the government.

We are all willing to take care of the
people in the United States who have
fallen on hard times, but the idea of
going back to the days in which people
all around the world know that the
United States of America is the welfare
magnet for anyone is ruining our coun-
try, and it is hard to imagine people
who don’t take these actions as any-
thing other than people who want to
permanently change our country.

Madam Speaker, I call on Congress to
take action that President Trump
would suggest so that, if, God forbid,
anything happened to him, we still are
in a position to protect our border and
save our great country.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 4998. An act to prohibit certain Fed-
eral subsidies from being used to purchase
communications equipment or services pos-
ing national security risks, to provide for
the establishment of a reimbursement pro-
gram for the replacement of communications
equipment or services posing such risks, and
for other purposes.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 14 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, March 4, 2020, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3990. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Michi-
gan; Second Limited Maintenance Plans for
1997 Ozone NAAQS [EPA-R05-OAR-2019-0467;
FRL-10006-00-Region 5] received March 2,
2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3991. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Chrysodeixis includens
Nucleopolyhedrovirus isolate #460; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2018-0571; FRL-10003-94] re-
ceived March 2, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

3992. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Emission Stand-
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Solvent
Extraction for Vegetable Oil Production Re-
sidual Risk and Technology Review [EPA-
HQ-OAR-2019-0208; FRIL-10006-06-OAR] (RIN:
2060-AU17) received March 2, 2020, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

3993. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Penoxsulam; Pesticide Tol-
erance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0061; FRIL.-10004-86]
received March 2, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

3994. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Trifloxystrobin; Pesticide
Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0130; FRL-
10004-08] received March 2, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

3995. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of State, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report on progress toward a nego-
tiated solution of the Cyprus question, cov-
ering the period August 1 to September 30,
2019, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2373(d); Public
Law 87-195, Sec. 620C(d); (92 Stat. 739); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

3996. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting the Department’s deter-
mination and certification under Sec.
490(b)(1)(A) of the Foreign Assistance Act,
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2291j(b)(1)(A); Public
Law 87-195, Sec. 490(b)(1)(A) (as added by
Public Law 102-583, Sec. 5(a)); (106 Stat. 4924);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

3997. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule
Temporary General License: Extension of
Validity [Docket No.: 200211-0051] (RIN: 0694-
AHT9) received February 26, 2020, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

3998. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC
19-076, pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(c) of the Arms Export
Control Act; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

3999. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC
19-083, pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(c) and (d) of the Arms
Export Control Act; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

4000. A letter from the Director, Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity and Inclusion, Farm
Credit Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s FY 2019 No FEAR Act Report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

4001. A letter from the Board of Trustees,
National Railroad Retirement Investment
Trust, transmitting the Trust’s Annual Man-
agement Report for Fiscal Year 2019, pursu-
ant to 45 U.S.C. 231n(j)(5)(E)(ii); Aug. 29, 1935,
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ch. 812, Sec. 15 (as amended by Public Law
107-90, Sec.105; (115 Stat. 886); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

4002. A letter from the Acting Chairman,
Vice Chairman, Executive Director, Admin-
istrative Conference of the United States,
transmitting the Conference’s notice —
Adoption of Recommendations received Feb-
ruary 26, 2020, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
4003. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; General Electric Company Turbofan
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2020-0063; Product
Identifier 2020-NE-01-AD; Amendment 39-
19838; AD 2020-01-55] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received
February 28, 2020, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

4004. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of Defense, International Security Affairs,
Department of Defense, transmitting the
Sec. 1209(d) and CTEF Consolidated Quar-
terly Resorts — FY 2019 A4, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 115-232, Sec. 1231(d); (132 Stat. 2034)
and Public Law 113-291, Sec. 1209(d); (128
Stat. 3542); jointly to the Committees on
Armed Services and Foreign Affairs.

4005. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s Na-
tional Security Education Program (NSEP)
2019 Annual Report, pursuant to 50 U.S.C.
1906(a); jointly to the Committees on Edu-
cation and Labor and Intelligence (Perma-
nent Select).

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 6061. A bill to amend the State Justice
Institute Act of 1984 to provide technical as-
sistance and training to State and local
courts to improve the constitutional and eq-
uitable enforcement of fines, fees, and mone-
tary bail, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr.
HicE of Georgia, and Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY):

H.R. 6062. A bill to amend certain provi-
sions in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act relating to the discontinuance or
interruption in the production of life-saving
drugs so as to apply such provisions with re-
spect to life-saving devices, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland (for him-
self, Ms. NORTON, Mr. GARCIA of Illi-
nois, Ms. BROWNLEY of California,
and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas):

H.R. 6063. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to establish a task force on pilot man-
ual reform, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Ms.
PINGREE, Mr. TONKO, Mr. CARDENAS,
Ms. McCoLLUM, and Mr. MORELLE):

H.R. 6064. A bill to require the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology to es-
tablish a premise plumbing research labora-
tory, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology.

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California (for
herself, Mr. NEGUSE, and Ms. CLARKE
of New York):
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H.R. 6065. A bill to block the implementa-
tion of a recent presidential proclamation
restricting individuals from certain coun-
tries from entering the United States; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HECK (for himself, Mr. KILMER,
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, and Mr.
AMODEI):

H.R. 6066. A bill to require the Federal
Railroad Administration and Amtrak to im-
plement and carry out certain National
Transportation Safety Board recommenda-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and
Mr. COSTA):

H.R. 6067. A bill to amend the Packers and
Stockyards Act, 1921, to provide for the es-
tablishment of a trust for the benefit of un-
paid cash sellers of livestock, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. MOORE:

H.R. 6068. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to enter into an
agreement with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to con-
duct a study on the health outcomes of the
use of e-cigarettes during pregnancy, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. PAPPAS (for himself, Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire, Mr.
GALLEGO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. MORELLE,
Mr. LyYNCH, Mr. KIND, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Ms. BROWNLEY of California, Mr.
RICHMOND, Mr. TRONE, and Mr.
THOMPSON of California):

H.R. 6069. A bill to establish a competitive
program to make grants to States to provide
child care to individuals receiving services
at American Job Centers; to the Committee
on Education and Labor.

By Ms. TORRES SMALL of New Mex-
ico (for herself, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. GONZALEZ of
Texas, Mr. VELA, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
Ms. ESCOBAR, Ms. HAALAND, Mrs.
DAVIS of California, and Mr. VARGAS):

H.R. 6070. A bill to establish grant pro-
grams to improve the health of border area
residents and for all hazards preparedness in
the border area including bioterrorism, in-
fectious disease, and noncommunicable
emerging threats, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. MORELLE:

H. Res. 883. A resolution expressing support
for designation of March 3, 2020, as National
Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Day; to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform.

By Mr. ROSE of New York (for himself,

Mr. ENGEL, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. VARGAS,
Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. SIRES, Mr. PHIL-
LIPS, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.

MALINOWSKI, and Ms. SHERRILL):

H. Res. 884. A resolution recognizing the
global threat transnational white suprema-
cist extremism presents to America and its
interests; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and in addition to the Committees on
the Judiciary, and Intelligence (Permanent
Select), for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 6061.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clauses 1, 3, and 18 of
the Constitution of the United States.

By Mr. SCHNEIDER:

H.R. 6062.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. BROWN of Maryland:

H.R. 6063.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8,
Cl. 18)

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 6064.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 (relating to
the power of Congress to regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.)

By Ms. JUDY CHU of California:

H.R. 6065.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section XIII of the Constitution:
The Congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes, duties, imports and excises, to
pay the debts and provide for the common
defense and general welfare of the United
States.

By Mr. HECK:

H.R. 6066.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. MARSHALL:

H.R. 6067.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”

By Ms. MOORE:

H.R. 6068.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. PAPPAS:

H.R. 6069.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to
Article I, Section 9, clause 7 and Article I,
Section 8, Clause 1 of the United States Con-
stitution.

By Ms. TORRES SMALL of New Mex-
ico:

H.R. 6070.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution

—————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 93: Ms. ESHOO.
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H.R. 444: Mr. HARDER of California and Mr.
CICILLINE.

H.R. 463: Mr. COLE and Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 613: Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 879: Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 913: Mr. KENNEDY.

H.R. 1128: Mr. Cox of California.

H.R. 1174: Mrs. BUSTOS.

H.R. 1325: Mr. SMUCKER, Mr. KELLER, Mr.
HUDSON, and Mr. MARSHALL.

H.R. 1366: Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. MASSIE, Mr.
GROTHMAN, and Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1444: Mr. LAWSON of Florida.

H.R. 1461: Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 1554: Ms. MOORE.

H.R. 1629: Mr. KINZINGER.

H.R. 1713: Mr. ROUDA.

H.R. 1735: Ms. MENG.

H.R. 1762: Mr. NUNES and Mr. KATKO.

H.R. 1948: Mr. WOODALL, Mr. BUDD, and Mr.
KEATING.

H.R. 1970:

H.R. 2164:

H.R. 2166:
of Texas.

H.R. 2305: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 2311: Mr. K1M.

H.R. 2350: Ms. TITUS, Mr. ROUDA, and Mr.
LOUDERMILK.

H.R. 2438: Ms.

H.R. 2449: Mr.

H.R. 2457: Ms.

H.R. 2466: Mr.

H.R. 2501: Mr.

H.R. 2662: Mr.

H.R. 2847: Ms.

H.R. 3010: Mr.

H.R. 3019: Mr.

H.R. 3077: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 3182: Mr. RouDA and Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 3414: Mr. RUSH, Mr. LUJAN, and Mr.
GONZALEZ of Texas.

H.R. 3441: Mr. HURD of Texas and Mr. DOG-
GETT.

H.R. 3497: Mrs. MCBATH.

H.R. 3522: Mr. WRIGHT.

H.R. 3545: Mr. BACON and Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 3561: Mr. LUCAS.

Ms. CRAIG.
Mr. TRONE and Ms. DELBENE.
Mr. KEATING and Mr. GONZALEZ

SCANLON.

RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
CASTOR of Florida.

LUJAN.

MALINOWSKI and Ms. NORTON.
TED LIEU of California.

WILD.

ZELDIN.

STAUBER.
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H.R. 3609: Mr. MCADAMS.

H.R. 3929: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 3957: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 3969: Ms. HOULAHAN and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 3975: Mr. SMUCKER.

H.R. 4104: Mr. TRONE, Mr. BERA, Mr.
LOEBSACK, Mr. WELCH, Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. Gar-
cia of Texas, Mr. SERRANO, and Ms. SCHRIER.

H.R. 4138: Mr. LOEBSACK.

H.R. 4154: Mr. ZELDIN.

H.R. 4221: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 4348: Mr. CASTEN of Illinois and Mr.
CICILLINE.

H.R. 4393: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms.
WILD, and Mr. GREEN of Tennessee.

H.R. 4492: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 4591: Mr. CARBAJAL.

H.R. 4681: Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. TIPTON, Mr.
COOK, Mr. OLSON, and Mr. ROUDA.

H.R. 4705: Mr. LONG.

H.R. 4936: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 5041: Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 5052: Mr. KIM.

H.R. 5076: Ms. BARRAGAN.

H.R. 5170: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire
and Ms. OMAR.

H.R. 5178: Mr. ROUDA.

H.R. 5200: Ms. MATSUI.

H.R. 5265: Ms. MUCARSEL-POWELL.

H.R. 5306: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

H.R. 5309: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. MALINOWSKI,
Mr. RASKIN, Mr. TRONE, and Mr. LEVIN of
Michigan.

H.R. 5321: Ms. JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 5419: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ.

H.R. 5534: Mr. COOPER.

H.R. 5544: Mr. REED and Mr. RUSH.

H.R. 5552: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER and Ms.
DELBENE.

H.R. 5576: Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 5596: Mr. WRIGHT.

H.R. 5599: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 5602: Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. JUDY CHU of
California, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. MORELLE, Mr.
PERLMUTTER, Mrs. MCBATH, and Mr. BISHOP
of Georgia.

H.R. 5605: Ms. MENG, Mr. SIRES, and Ms.
KUSTER of New Hampshire.
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H.R. 5661: Mr. CLINE.

H.R. 5664: Ms. WILD.

H.R. 5690: Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr.
KILMER, Mr. HECK, Mrs. TRAHAN, and Mr.
MCGOVERN.

. 5702: Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma.

. 5719: Mr. GAETZ and Mr. BALDERSON.

. 5739: Mr. CICILLINE.

. 5763: Mr. KELLER.

. 5764: Ms. HAALAND.

. 5775: Mr. NADLER and Ms. JACKSON

. 5808: Mr. GOHMERT.

. 5826: Mrs. LURIA.

H.R. 5879: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 5885: Mr. KATKO, Ms. HAALAND, Mr.
BAcoN, Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, and
Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire.

H.R. 5913: Mr. CLOUD and Mr. OLSON.

H.R. 5915: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 5929: Mr. CARTWRIGHT.

H.R. 5935: Mr. HARRIS and Mr. MOONEY of
West Virginia.

H.R. 5952: Mr. ROSE of New York, Mr.
Bi1sHOP of Georgia, and Mr. DEFAZIO.

H.R. 5965: Mr. CASTEN of Illinois.

H.R. 5973: Mr. HARDER of California.

H.R. 5983: Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. VARGAS, and
Mr. Cox of California.

H.R. 5984: Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 5995: Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. COURTNEY,
Ms. GABBARD, and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 6014: Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio.

H.R. 6020: Mr. ROY.

H.R. 6024: Ms. HOULAHAN.

Res. 54: Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

Res. 114: Ms. LOFGREN.

Res. 452: Ms. PORTER.

Res. 512: Mr. CRENSHAW.

Res. 536: Mr. BANKS.

Res. 698: Mr. BEYER.

H. RES. 720: MR. TRONE, MR. ESPAILLAT, MS.
WILD, MR. GALLEGO, MR. TED LIEU OF CALI-
FORNIA, MS. BASS, AND MR. CICILLINE.

H. Res. 846: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi.

H. Res. 861: Mr. SUOZZI.

H. Res. 868: Mr. CRENSHAW and Mr. STEUBE.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, we bask in the warmth
of Your glory. You uphold the universe
by the words of Your power today.

Today, walk with our Senators as
they work. Help them to remember
that there is no purity without vigi-
lance, no learning without study, and
no mastery without discipline. Lord,
give them the wisdom to be willing to
pay the price to honor You. Provide
them with joy in service and devotion
in discipleship. Infuse them with a spir-
it of power, love, and self-control.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent for 1 minute in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

BANGLADESH

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
an op-ed I penned recently mentioned
countries that still have blasphemy
laws on the books, and it touched a
nerve in Bangladesh. I certainly didn’t
mean to imply that it was the worst of-
fender, and I commend Bangladesh for
its support of almost 1 million
Rohingya Muslim refugees who are
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fleeing Burma. Bangladesh’s secular
government has also taken steps to
prosecute perpetrators of religious-
based crimes.

However, a 2016 report by the U.S.
Commission on International Religious
Freedom found that religious and civil
society groups in Bangladesh fear in-
creasing religious extremism. More-
over, some Bangladeshi leaders have
warned that violators of the blasphemy
laws would be prosecuted.

Bangladesh and the 68 other coun-
tries that still have blasphemy laws on
the books should repeal these laws.
That is why I am cosponsoring a reso-
lution, S. Res. 458, calling on the global
repeal of blasphemy laws.

I yield the floor.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

S. 2657

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
this week, the Senate has a good oppor-
tunity to update the laws governing
the way we harness and deploy Amer-
ica’s tremendous domestic energy re-
sources. It has been well over a decade
since the last time comprehensive en-
ergy legislation was signed into Fed-
eral law.

Following our overwhelming vote
yvesterday to proceed to consideration
of the American Energy Innovation
Act, the Senate is on track to change
that very soon. The American Energy
Innovation Act put forward by Chair-
man MURKOWSKI and Ranking Member
MANCHIN is thoroughly bipartisan. It
contains provisions sponsored or co-
sponsored by more than 60 of our col-
leagues. It has come to include 50 indi-
vidual pieces of legislation that the
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee considered last year.

Over the past 3 years, the Trump ad-
ministration and this Congress have

worked together to secure historic ad-
vances for both the producers and con-
sumers of affordable domestic energy.
We have opened access to new energy
reserves, streamlined the regulation of
liquid natural gas exports, and halted
or reversed the most egregious Obama-
era regulatory burdens. The growing
record is clear. We have helped to usher
in a prosperous new era of U.S. energy
independence.

The legislation we are considering
this week is designed to build on those
successes. It takes proactive steps to
ensure the security, efficiency, and af-
fordability of American energy for
years to come.

First, it puts a strong tailwind be-
hind programs, grants, and research ef-
forts that are focused on energy inno-
vation. That means significant invest-
ments in improving energy efficiency
and grid storage technologies; new re-
sources for the development of renew-
able geothermal, nuclear, and other en-
ergy sources to help sustain domestic
energy independence; reauthorization
for the Department of Energy’s cut-
ting-edge research at the Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency; and a renewed
commitment to carbon capture, utili-
zation, and storage at coal production
facilities.

In addition to energy innovation, the
legislation also focuses on energy secu-
rity. Since the last comprehensive up-
date to the Federal energy laws in 2007,
our Nation’s critical infrastructure, in-
cluding the electric grid, has changed
significantly, and so have the threats
it faces. Our colleagues’ legislation
tackles this head-on. It introduces in-
centives for electrical grid moderniza-
tion and cyber security projects. It en-
courages utility providers to take
proactive measures to protect rate-
payers from the devastating effects of
potential cyber attacks. It makes new
technical cyber security assistance
available to municipalities and rural
utilities and authorizes grant funding
for on-the-job workforce retraining.
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Perhaps most importantly, the legis-
lation before us is not only designed for
continued advances in areas where the
U.S. energy sector has seen success, it
is also meant to take a sober assess-
ment of where we are falling short.

As my colleague Chairman MUR-
KOWSKI noted yesterday, the United
States currently relies on foreign im-
ports to meet our demand for dozens of
mineral commodities. We are talking
about rare substances with critical ap-

plications in manufacturing, energy
production, and national security.
These are critical products, but at

present, domestic production does not
satisfy domestic demand. That is why
this legislation provides for new survey
and cataloging efforts to identify new
domestic supplies of important mate-
rials. It invests in extraction tech-
nologies that would harness existing
mining infrastructure in places like
Appalachian coal country to help meet
the demand.

As the senior Senator from Xen-
tucky, I know the importance of these
investments firsthand. The working
families and job creators in my State
know that clean coal technologies and
longstanding mining operations can
continue to add tremendous value to
the security and prosperity of our Na-
tion.

There is a reason why this legislation
has earned widespread praise from the
researchers and energy industry lead-
ers who would be affected the most. It
is a product of serious, good-faith, bi-
partisan work. That is why organiza-
tions from the National Mining Asso-
ciation to the Environmental Defense
Fund have found common ground in en-
dorsing it.

I will have more to say about this
legislation in the coming days, but
right now, I am grateful for our col-
leagues on the Energy Committee for
their work in bringing it to the floor. I
look forward to considering their im-
portant legislation in the days ahead,
and I would encourage all Members to
join me in supporting this excellent
work.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ADVANCED GEOTHERMAL INNOVA-
TION LEADERSHIP ACT OF 2019—
MOTION TO PROCEED—RESUMED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
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proceed to S. 2657, which the clerk will
report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to S. 2657, a bill to sup-
port innovation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic Leader is recognized.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
the number of confirmed coronavirus
cases in the United States has recently
surpassed 100. As more Americans are
tested in the days and weeks to come,
that number is expected to increase.
Just this morning, we learned that a
second New Yorker, from New Rochelle
in Westchester County, has contracted
the virus and is in serious condition
and currently in a New York hospital.
Our prayers are with him and his fam-
ily.

This only underlines the urgent need
to respond to the coronavirus on a na-
tional scale. The only appropriate re-
sponse in Congress is to come together
quickly and in a bipartisan fashion to
deliver the resources and authorities
our Federal agencies need to track and
combat the virus, treat Americans
with the disease, and develop a vaccine
and additional treatments. We also
must aid the States and localities in
their efforts to deal with the disease
because they are on the frontlines.

I am glad that Congress is headed in
that direction. I expect that, today, ap-
propriators will announce an agree-
ment on an emergency, bipartisan
funding package to deal with the
coronavirus. The agreement is expected
to include between $7 billion and $8 bil-
lion of funding—very close to the $8.5
billion that we Senate Democrats re-
quested last week—and over four or
five times the amount of new funding
initially proposed by the administra-
tion.

That is good news. When it comes to
Americans’ health and safety, there is
no reason to be penny wise and pound
foolish. If the bean counters at OMB
unnecessarily cut the money we need,
it will cost us more in the long run. It
is far better to get our public health
professionals, experts, and agencies the
funding they need, up front and all to-
gether, rather than be forced to pass
additional appropriations in the com-
ing months. We may have to, but we
ought not skimp now. If we did skimp,
the scenario would make no sense. Yet,
left to its own devices, that is what the
administration would have done. So I
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am glad we pushed them earlier, de-
spite the fact that President Trump
didn’t want to hear anything contrary
to what he was proposing.

I am pleased that both parties in
Congress, in both Houses of Congress,
are coming together to do the respon-
sible thing. I hope and expect that we
can pass the emergency appropriations
through the Senate before the end of
the week.

As Congress does what is necessary
to respond to the coronavirus, unfortu-
nately, the Trump administration’s ef-
forts leave much to be desired. While
the Trump administration’s response is
slow, halting, loose with the facts, and
President Trump blames everyone but
himself, Congress—Democrats and Re-
publicans, House and Senate—are act-
ing like the adults in the room. We are
not letting President Trump’s accusa-
tions and nastiness, his false state-
ments and his inability to really grap-
ple with the problem—and, instead, try
to brush it away—get in our way of
doing what America needs to have done
and done immediately.

Congressional appropriators have had
to include provisions in the emergency
bill to prevent the administration from
stealing funds from other public health
and disease programs to fight the
coronavirus. That is what the White
House wanted to do. Test kits were not
as widely available or accurate as they
should have been in the early days of
the coronavirus outbreak. POLITICO
reported this morning that the admin-
istration was very slow to develop an
accurate test for coronavirus and slow
to allow hospitals and public health
labs to develop that on their own.

The emergency funding bill seeks to
deal with these two issues. It explicitly
funds laboratory testing. We may have
to do even more in the weeks to come,
but that is no reason not to imme-
diately give a generous appropriation
so that testing can be done. Every day
we delay testing, every time a person
who needs a test doesn’t get one, is a
day and a time when the virus gets
worse and worse and worse and can
spread.

There are still major issues with the
lack of testing infrastructure that is
being provided by the administration.
States and cities still don’t have
enough tests, and yesterday we heard
from the National Indian Health Board
that the Indian Health Service and
Tribal health facilities are being left
behind in the coronavirus response and
have received few, if any, resources.
That is unacceptable.

Meanwhile, as Congress works—
Democrats and Republicans, House and
Senate—to come up with a strong,
comprehensive bill with the necessary
dollars, President Trump continues to
spread rumor, loose speculation, and
happy talk. If any member of the ad-
ministration tells the President some-
thing optimistic, he repeats it and ex-
aggerates it to the point of absurdity.
The President said the disease might
magically ‘‘disappear’ once the weath-
er gets warmer and promised that the
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vaccine would arrive ‘‘soon’—his
words. Only yesterday were a group of
governmental health experts and phar-
maceutical executives able to convince
the President that a vaccine will not be
ready in a matter of months—as the
President believed and said—and, in
fact, could take a year to develop.

We need leadership in this country.
We need serious leadership at a time of
crisis like this. We don’t need the facts
being brushed under the rug. We don’t
need executives being told: Just do
happy talk. Don’t tell the American
people the truth.

We don’t need a President who
doesn’t know the facts and blithely
states whatever pops into his head that
he thinks will benefit him for the mo-
ment.

This is a crisis. There is no sub-
stitute for credibility and honesty from
our political leaders. We need the
President and his team to level with
the American people and tell the truth,
more during a health crisis than ever
before. Our public health professionals
must tell the President the facts, and
the President and his team must tell
the American public the facts—just the
facts.

Now, the Vice President and Ambas-
sador Debbie Birx will speak to both
Senate caucuses at lunch today. I am
disappointed that Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the Director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, who
was originally slated to join us, is no
longer coming, but Senate Democrats
have many questions for the Vice
President about his administration’s
response to the outbreak and, even
more importantly, what they are doing
now to help deal with the problem as it
gets worse and worse.

We look forward to pressing him on
the need for transparency and decisive-
ness and hopefully getting useful an-
swers because the health and safety of
the American people are at stake.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
Samuel Johnson was a great thinker in
the 19th century and was quoted many
times for things that he observed even
then. He did have one statement about
nothing focusing the mind like the
prospect of a hanging, and I would like
to use that as an analogy to my com-
ments this morning.

I do notice that the Senator from
South Dakota has taken the floor. Let
me yield to him because I think, in the
order of speaking, he is next, and I will
follow him.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

S. 2657

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
thank the Democratic whip for yield-
ing time. I will be short here.

We are in a pretty good place in this
country right now when it comes to en-
ergy. Our energy supply is abundant,
and energy prices are generally afford-
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able. We can’t afford to become com-
placent. We are in a good place right
now because of American innovation,
because President Trump, working
with our Republican majority in the
Congress, took steps to expand our do-
mestic energy supply and to lessen our
dependence upon foreign oil.

If we want to keep American energy
affordable and abundant, we need to
make sure we stay on the cutting edge
of energy innovation and continue to
invest in our domestic energy supply,
from oil and natural gas to renewable
energy sources like hydropower and
wind. We also need to make sure we
stay on top of threats to our energy
grid and our energy security.

Our colleagues at the Energy and
Natural Resources Committee have
spent a lot of time over the past
months working on these issues, and
yesterday we voted to move forward on
bipartisan energy legislation put for-
ward by Energy and Natural Resources
Committee Chairman LISA MURKOWSKI
and Ranking Member JOE MANCHIN.
The bill they put together, the Amer-
ican Energy Innovation Act, contains
measures from more than 60 Senators
focused on energy innovation—particu-
larly, clean energy innovation—work-
place development, and the security of
our energy grid.

The American Energy Innovation Act
invests in a wide range of clean energy
technologies, from wind and solar to
hydropower and geothermal. It also fo-
cuses on improving energy storage.
Many modern clean energy tech-
nologies are intermittent or lack the
reliability of traditional electric
sources. The amount of energy pro-
duced from wind, for example, is de-
pendent on the amount of wind on any
given day. So it must be backed up by
a traditional plant, often powered by
natural gas.

Creating new ways to store clean en-
ergy will allow us to increase our reli-
ance on renewable energy sources. The
American Energy Innovation Act also
focuses on improving research into car-
bon capture, and it directs the estab-
lishment of a research and develop-
ment program to identify ways to use
captured carbon.

The bill also invests in advanced nu-
clear energy research so that we can
regain our edge in the use of this clean
energy technology.

I plan to introduce amendments to
the legislation to review where we can
boost hydropower in the Upper Mis-
souri River Basin and to develop ways
to recycle the windmill blades used in
wind energy generation.

Nearly half of the electricity gen-
erated in South Dakota is from hydro-
electric, and we should explore build-
ing off of these investments through
repowering existing dams and adding
power generation to those without.

In addition to clean energy and inno-
vation, the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee’s legislation fo-
cuses on boosting the security of our
electric grid. Our electric grid is the
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subject of a steady stream of cyber at-
tacks, some of which could have dev-
astating consequences. It is not hard to
imagine the deadly results of prolonged
traffic signal outages or long-term
power outages at hospitals or fire sta-
tions. That is why the American En-
ergy Innovation Act invests in cyber
security and grid modernization.

The act also focuses on improving
our domestic supply of some of the key
elements and minerals that we rely on
for manufacturing everything from
computer chips to batteries, to defense
applications. Right now we have to im-
port too much—too much—of these
critical minerals from countries like
China. For the sake of our national se-
curity, it is important that we find
ways to identify supplies of these min-
erals here at home.

Finally, the American Energy Inno-
vation Act invests in workforce devel-
opment. All the innovative tech-
nologies in the world will not help us if
we don’t have the skilled workers to
operate and maintain these tech-
nologies. We need to ensure that, while
we are investing in innovation, we are
also investing in the energy workforce
of the future.

This legislation would help ensure
that we maintain our energy independ-
ence for the long term. It will boost the
security of our electric grid, strength-
en our national security, and invest in
American workers. It will help pave
the way for a clean energy future.

This is a good bill, and I hope that
my colleagues will support it and not
derail this legislation with partisan
amendments. I know many of my col-
leagues across the aisle have a keen in-
terest in adding certain energy tax pro-
visions to this bill. I will remind them,
however, that last summer the Senate
Finance Committee created a number
of task forces to examine expiring and
expired tax policies. I co-led the En-
ergy Task Force along with the senior
Senator from Michigan, and many of
the energy tax items that we reviewed
were included in the year-end bill in
December. Others were not yet ready
for prime time.

I am eager to continue to work with
my colleagues on advancing American
energy innovation, as this bill will do,
but we have to be realistic about the
fact that a number of the energy tax
proposals in question are not yet ready
for implementation and need to be con-
sidered in the context of other reforms
and corrections to the Tax Code.

As I said, I hope debate over tax pro-
visions or other amendments will not
delay passage of this important bipar-
tisan legislation, and I look forward to
working with colleagues of both parties
to advance this bill and to help secure
America’s energy future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, as I
noted earlier, Samuel Johnson once
noted that there is nothing that fo-
cuses the mind like the prospect of a
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hanging. I would say there is nothing
that focuses the mind on the issue of
healthcare like the prospect of a pan-
demic, and that is what we are facing
now with the coronavirus. Americans
should not panic and shouldn’t be pes-
simistic, but we need to be realistic as
the numbers total up around the world
and we start to take an assessment of
our own vulnerabilities—personal, fam-
ily, community, and State vulnerabili-
ties—here in the United States of
America.

We are also, I hope, reflecting on
what we are counting on to get us
through this pandemic in a positive
fashion in America. The first thing is
we look to two major healthcare orga-
nizations of the Federal Government:
the National Institutes of Health,
which is the premier health research
agency in the world, and the Centers
for Disease Control, which, again, leads
the world when it comes to preventing
the spread of disease and threats to the
public health of America.

The question we should ask ourselves
is, How have we treated these agencies
to date? The answers are mixed. The
answer, when it comes to National In-
stitutes of Health, is a positive one.

Over the last 4 years, something dra-
matic has occurred. I was happy to be
part of a bipartisan effort that was led
by Senator PATTY MURRAY of Wash-
ington, Senator ROY BLUNT of Mis-
souri, and Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER
of Tennessee. What we have accom-
plished in the last 4 years is to increase
the spending at the National Institutes
of Health for medical research grants
from $30 billion to $39 billion. It is a
dramatic increase.

We started off with a premise we
wanted to increase the NIH budget by
real growth of 5 percent—that is 5 per-
cent over inflation—each year. We held
to that standard; in fact, some years
were even better. We have a lot to show
for it. There have been real break-
throughs when it comes to medical re-
search. We want to continue down this
line.

When it came to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, I had the same goal in
mind. We didn’t quite reach it. Over
the last 4 years, we have seen a 14-per-
cent increase at the CDC. I believe this
coronavirus pandemic threat is going
to open the eyes of America to the need
to make sure the CDC is adequately,
properly funded for years to come.

At the outset, the focus of the mind
is on those agencies of government
which do the absolute essential work of
research and the prevention of the
spread of disease. The NIH and CDC
need to occupy a special place when it
comes to budgeting by the Federal
Government.

The second thing we note is there are
practical questions to be asked and an-
swered. We are now talking about the
development of a test to determine
whether individuals have been affected
by the coronavirus. That test is now
starting to come forward. It will be re-
leased in States across the United
States in the next several weeks.
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Some obvious, practical questions
face us: How much does this test cost?
Is it covered by health insurance? If it
is not covered by health insurance, can
the average family afford it? These are
the practical questions which those of
us who have good health insurance and
are not worried about the next pay-
check can take care of, but for millions
of Americans, it is a significant chal-
lenge. We notice that in some cases it
takes more than one test to determine
that a person is truly free of the
coronavirus.

The obvious question is, Does our
health insurance cover this kind of
testing? As I stand here, I don’t know
the answer to it. If it turns out to be an
expensive test, and it is not covered by
insurance, Americans are going to be
faced with that challenge right off the
bat.

It brings to mind the real funda-
mental issue of the debate in Congress
over the last 10 years about health in-
surance. Our friends on the other side
of the aisle argue that people ought to
be able to pay less for health insurance
that covers even less. We on this side
call that junk insurance. The Afford-
able Care Act said that health insur-
ance plans had to have certain basic
coverage before they could be offered
in this country. We got rid of the life-
time limits that some health insurance
plans had. We eliminated the discrimi-
nation against people with preexisting
conditions. We said that kids could
stay on their parents’ health insurance
plan until they reached the age of 26.
We said every health insurance plan
had to include those provisions. We in-
cluded coverage in basic health insur-
ance of mental illness and addiction
services—basic fundamental care that
every American should expect when
they buy health insurance.

The Republicans on the other side of
the aisle say: Well, we ought to be able
to buy insurance that doesn’t cover
those things. It will be cheaper. Let the
consumers decide.

It is OK for a consumer to decide for
less coverage, I suppose, if they can be
guaranteed good health for the rest of
their lives. No one knows about the
next accident or the next diagnosis
that might really call into question the
adequacy of our health insurance cov-
erage.

I stand with the Affordable Care Act.
We should have a basic standard when
it comes to health insurance in Amer-
ica so that when you buy a plan, it cov-
ers what most Americans will need, the
basics that they will need. Junk insur-
ance has no place in America, and it is
no bargain for people who truly need
health insurance for reimbursement.

When it comes to the cost of dealing
with the coronavirus, whether it is the
initial test or followup hospitaliza-
tions, we all want the peace of mind
that our health insurance plan will
cover those needs.

The third issue that is clear is that
there are people who are going to miss
work because of this coronavirus. Some
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of them are asked to stay home and
work from home and things continue
as usual, and they receive their regular
paycheck, but for others, they have to
leave the workplace because of fears
they may have a flu or may be con-
tagious or someone else at work might
be. What happens when they go home
when it comes to their paycheck? Are
they going to be given medical leave
and paid for their absences?

It is an issue which comes to the
forefront in this coronavirus debate.
Frankly, it is with us all of the time.
Those of us on the Democratic side be-
lieve that medical leave should be ex-
tended. We have just expanded it when
it comes to Federal employees. We
should do it as well for people across
the United States. Medical leave gives
you peace of mind to make the right
medical decision. Don’t go to work
with a fever. Don’t go to school with a
fever. Stay home. Protect yourself,
your family, the people you work with,
the people you are around during the
course of a day. Medical leave gives
you that option, and it is one that is a
practical solution to something that
we face all the time.

The fourth issue that I will raise has
been brought up by this coronavirus
debate is the role of pharma in the fu-
ture. It is interesting that across
America when you ask Americans their
concern when it comes to the cost of
healthcare, the cost of prescription
drugs is high on the list.

It is also interesting that health in-
surance companies—the major compa-
nies—tell us that one of the biggest
drivers in the increase in health insur-
ance premiums is the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs. Pharma is obviously a chal-
lenge to all of us. We want them to
have the money to be profitable, to in-
vest in research, but we don’t want
them to dramatically overcharge for
the products they make. ‘Your
money”’ or ‘‘your life”’ is not a good an-
swer when it comes to pharma and the
public health of America.

Now we are going to face it again,
the prospect of a vaccine. We hope to
have a vaccine quickly, but even
“quickly” by medical terms is a long
time.

Dr. Fauci, of NIH, has said it could be
a year, a year and a half, even 2 years
before a real, reliable vaccine is discov-
ered to deal with coronavirus. It is an
indication of the kind of research that
has to take place—research that starts,
I might add, at the Federal level, with
your government doing research.

I know pharmaceutical companies
will ultimately produce the product,
the vaccine, but it starts with an in-
vestment by the Federal Government
in the basic research to lead up to that
vaccine whenever it is discovered. Then
we have the question about once the
vaccine is discovered, who will sell it
to America and at what price? That is
a debate that we went through several
years ago.

We faced the swine flu. During that
period of time, some 40 million Ameri-
cans were actually vaccinated in 1976
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for swine flu—45 million, to be exact.
For several months, four pharma-
ceutical firms refused to sell the vac-
cine they had manufactured to the gov-
ernment until they received full liabil-
ity indemnity and a guaranteed profit.
The vaccine was there, but they
wouldn’t sell it until they received
those promises. In fact, the Federal
Government assumed the liability for
this vaccine. According to this article
that was published this morning in the
New York Times, they eventually paid
out over $100 million in claims.

Are we going to face that again with
pharma when it comes to a vaccine for
coronavirus? Certainly, they are enti-
tled to a profit for their own invest-
ment, whatever it may be in that vac-
cine, but the initial work on the re-
search is being done by the Federal
Government. That Federal Government
research will lead to a product which
will lead to a profit for these compa-
nies.

I am not opposed to a reasonable
profit, but I do think, if they are going
to hold us hostage for months over a
guaranteed profit that is unreasonable,
that America is going to rebel against
these pharmaceutical companies. Our
debate about pharma and its relation-
ship with America in the future has
really sharpened its focus by this de-
bate on the coronavirus that we are
facing today.

Madam President, there is one other
aspect that I would like to raise. I was
surprised at the briefing we received 2
weeks ago in Washington on the
coronavirus to learn how many phar-
maceuticals are actually produced in
China and how many pharmaceutical
ingredients are produced in China and
India. It turns out we have a real de-
pendence, when it comes to developing
medicines and drugs, on these two
countries and many others. When it
comes to medical devices, the same is
true; medical equipment, the same.

It raised a question in my mind as to
whether we should do something
thoughtful and perspective in terms of
dealing with global dependence on
medicine, medical devices, and medical
supplies.

I am introducing legislation this
week calling for the creation of a com-
mission to look at this dependence, to
measure it today. Today we are facing
the coronavirus, the possible—I under-
line ‘‘possible’’—interruption in the
supply of pharmaceuticals and the sup-
ply of pharmaceutical ingredients from
China because of the coronavirus. Did
we anticipate this? Have we stockpiled
enough of these drugs so we will not be
caught short on something that is ab-
solutely vital? If we haven’'t, we
should.

We should also think about the pros-
pect that in the future, for certain crit-
ical drugs, there should be a domestic
source in the United States that we
can count on if there is some interrup-
tion in global trade because of a med-
ical crisis such as this or because of
terrorism, for example. I hope we can
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get some guidance on this from the
agencies involved and from those we
respect who can give us third-party
judgment on this.

Let us, at this moment in time as we
face this crisis, look ahead to what the
next challenge might be and be pre-
pared for it. As we debate this
coronavirus, I urge my colleagues to do
our best to try to find bipartisan
ground to work on. I have found, across
my State, regardless of political alle-
giance, the people of Illinois and in
many other States are looking for us in
Washington to address this problem re-
sponsibly, in a mature way, in a totally
nonpolitical way.

When statements are made by polit-
ical observers, even by the President
himself, that are far afield from the
truth, let’s not be derailed by that.
Let’s focus on medical expertise that
we can trust, public health experts who
can guide us through this in the appro-
priate way.

In the meantime, realize we are
blessed to live in a country with the
best, most talented medical profes-
sionals in the world and the best med-
ical resources on Earth. We want to
make certain we give them all the
room they need to lead us through this
crisis and challenge in a very positive
way.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
LOEFFLER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

BIPARTISAN BACKGROUND CHECKS

Mr. BOOKER. Madam President, I
have prepared remarks, but before I do
that, I want to thank the pages who
are in this class right now. They are
hard at work, and they do so much for
this institution. I just want it written
in the RECORD of the U.S. Senate that
on this day in March, the junior Sen-
ator from New Jersey recognized them
for everything they do around here,
even though they do not tell jokes that
are very good.

Now, if I may start my prepared re-
marks, I rise today with other col-
leagues who are speaking, particularly
my colleague from Connecticut, Sen-
ator MURPHY, to speak on a bill that
actually passed out of the House, which
was something that was extraordinary.
It passed out of the House of Rep-
resentatives just over a full year ago,
and we are waiting here in the Senate
for it to come to the floor.

I am one of these folks who really be-
lieve that we have too much unneces-
sary partisanship around issues when
there is so much common cause in our
country and when there is so much
common ground in our country. Yes,
indeed, debate is important. Disagree-
ment is important. It undergirds the
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ideals of democracy that we should
form a national conversation and work
through our differences—the idea that
that actually produces a better whole
and a better result.

But when we have a nation that has
such extensive agreement on an issue,
where 97 percent of Americans agree,
where Republicans and Democrats in
the House of Representatives agree,
and we can’t get action here, to me,
that is not adding to the strength of
democracy. It is weakening our Repub-
lic.

It was almost exactly a year ago that
the House of Representatives passed
H.R. 8, the Bipartisan Background
Checks Act of 2019. This legislation
would require a background check be-
fore any sale or transfer of a firearm.
Under existing law, you can go to a gun
show and purchase a gun from an unli-
censed seller without having gone
through a background check. Think
about this. You could be on a terrorist
no-fly list; you could be a convicted
felon; and you could be a spousal
abuser. You can be a lot of things—
anything—and be able to go to an unli-
censed seller at a gun show and fill up
a trunk full of weapons. This is a glar-
ing loophole that allows dangerous in-
dividuals—who we all agree are dan-
gerous—to purchase a gun in violation
of Federal law.

Again, 97 percent of Americans want-
ed that loophole closed. The evidence is
clear. A study found last year that
States that have this commonsense,
widely supported, bipartisanly backed
background check law—when States
have it in place, they get 10 percent
lower homicide rates. This isn’t specu-
lation. Folks who have that law in
place on a State level have 10 percent
fewer homicides.

But today, over a year out of its pas-
sage out of the House, the Senate has
failed to take up this commonsense
bill, which we know—which we know
factually—would save lives.

What is one of the fundamental rea-
sons our government was founded in
the first place? For the common de-
fense. We are here to defend our Nation
from violence, from terror, from in-
jury, from harm. Everyone in this body
takes that commitment very seriously.
So here we have something 97 percent
of Americans want. We know it would
save lives, protect our country and,
yet, no action. The bill has not come to
the floor.

I know this personally. I was the
mayor of my State’s largest city, and
in the overwhelming majority of homi-
cides and shootings where we captured
the person and found out how they got
their gun, they were not qualified to
buy a gun. It was illegal for them to
buy a gun in any State because many
of them had criminal convictions. Yet
they found easy ways to obtain a gun
because we have so many loopholes in
the commonsense law—Iloopholes that
allow violence to happen that is terror-
izing communities. Of course, we know
that is not just anecdotal evidence. Ac-
cording to the Gun Violence Archive,
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an estimated 15,208 people were killed
with a gun in the United States in 2019.

We know that gun violence is the sin-
gle leading cause of death for children
and teenagers. Our greatest natural re-
source in this country is our children.
Black children and teenagers are 14
times more likely to die of gun homi-
cide than their White peers. There is
tragic carnage going on for African-
American kids. In just one city, for ex-
ample, in St. Louis, MO, between April
and September of last year, 13 children
ranging in age from 2 to 16 were killed
by a gun.

There is another kind of gun violence
we don’t talk about. We don’t talk
enough about the death of our children,
but we definitely don’t talk about do-
mestic violence in our country. It is
factual that when an abuser can get a
gun—if that abuser has a gun, a victim
of domestic violence is five times more
likely to be killed. Again, with the ra-
cial disparities in communities of color
like the one I live in, we know a Black
woman is twice as likely to be shot and
killed by an intimate partner as well.

Our duty is to protect this Nation
and to protect one another. This is not
controversial when you have 97 per-
cent—97 percent. Every year in the
United States of America, on average,
100,000 people are shot, and they sur-
vive. Many of them will carry with
them, for their lives, mental and phys-
ical wounds. The economic cost of
being a gun violence survivor is meas-
ured in the tens and tens of thousands
of dollars. The community costs of
folks being killed—I have seen this in
my community when a shooting hap-
pened in front of the THOP in Newark
on Bergen Street. The IHOP had to
close one of its shifts, and people lost
jobs. It reverberates out into the com-
munity.

You see scars happening every day in
America. These wounds are physical,
are economic, and involve mental
health. I can’t tell you how many com-
munities in America—when we cele-
brate the very ideas of our country on
July 4, when those firecrackers go off
and children hear them, they duck for
cover. They hide under beds. They
show signs of post-traumatic stress.
That is what we are living in right
now. This is an everyday reality.

I just came to the floor today to
point out that a year—12 months, 365
days—from the House’s passing of the
bipartisan bill supported by 97 percent
of Americans, which is fundamental to
the reason for government, the com-
mon defense in the wake of one of the
greatest killers of children in our coun-
try—all of these things, and we here
are doing nothing.

What did Martin Luther King say?
What we have to repent for is not just
the vitriolic words and violent actions
of the bad people; it is also the appall-
ing silence and inaction of the good
people.

I have stood for comprehensive gun
safety reform, and a lot of things I sup-
port aren’t supported by 97 percent of
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Americans like background checks.
Heck, I support gun licensing. The per-
centage of Americans who support that
falls into the seventies. I support an as-
sault weapons ban. Support for that
falls as well. So maybe that is an area
where we debate. I will stand for those
commonsense changes because, again, 1
believe in the data. States that do that
have seen dramatic drops in violence.
We can debate that.

But when we have a bill from the
House that 97 percent of Americans
support, that has bipartisan support,
that we know will save lives, and we
don’t act, what does that say about us?
Every day in this country, people are
being shot, and people are killed, and
we do nothing when we all agree.

This week, March 7, will mark the
55th anniversary of the day that 600
civil rights activists, led by a young
man named JOHN LEWIS, set out to
walk from Selma to Montgomery to
protest systematic racialized dis-
enfranchisement, discrimination, and
violence. Those nonviolent protesters
were met with vicious beatings with
billy clubs by Alabama State troopers.
They had tear gas and dogs set on
them. Congressman LEWIS had his
skull cracked open.

By the next day, Americans all over
this country—that horrific scene, we
know this as Bloody Sunday—Ameri-
cans all over this country saw that vio-
lence, saw that viciousness, and saw
what was being done to people who
were nonviolent marchers fighting for
justice and equality. It motivated
Americans of all backgrounds—Black,
White, Christian, Jewish, Republican,
and Democrat—to join in the call for
change.

I love this Nation, and I love my
country. I love folks who agree with
me and who disagree with me. I think
patriotism is love of country, and you
can’t love your country unless you love
your fellow country men and women.

I say to the Presiding Officer, I love
you, man.

My friends across the aisle, we don’t
agree. Heck, in our own caucus, we
don’t agree, but we love one another.

My faith and the other faiths rep-
resented in this body—I am excited
that we have more religious diversity
in this body than ever before—all of
our faiths are founded on this funda-
mental principle: Love thy neighbor.

This is the challenge. It is, how do we
manifest love into our policy? Well, as
I have read, one of the great authors
said: What does love look like in pub-
lic? It looks like justice.

This is the great thing about our
country. We don’t always act right
away, but throughout our history,
when we were confronted with the
wretchedness of our society, with the
incongruences between reality and our
morals and beliefs, we have seen this
country rise up and make change.
When four girls died in the bombing in
Birmingham, it shocked the conscience
of this country, and we made change.
When women in a factory called the
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Triangle shirtwaist factory were
trapped in sweatshop-like conditions—
a fire broke out—this country watched
in horror, read about in horror back
then, and saw in horror through the
pictures of women throwing themselves
out windows, dying on the pavement
below, it shocked the conscience of this
country, and we in this body passed
laws to protect workers. I could go on
throughout our entire history.

We are not always fast to get there,
but we are a caring, compassionate,
loving country. We are. That is the
root of who we are. They are the values
we profess. I know that as much as we
disagree and try to vilify each other,
the truth is, we are a nation founded on
the ideals of love.

Again, I look at my colleague up
there in that seat. I have watched him.
I saw him on HBO reading our founding
documents. It was moving to me to see
Republicans and Democrats—I am sure
you saw it—reading our founding docu-
ments. Our Declaration of Independ-
ence—I hate to say this, you might say
I am a little too mushy—it ends with
one of the greatest declarations of love
in human history. It says, if we are
going to make this Nation work, all
the stuff we just talked about, if we are
going to be the country that is, as the
prophet Isaiah said, ultimately a light
unto other nations, inspiring free peo-
ples across the globe—we are the oldest
constitutional democracy. We stepped
out into the course of human events
and said we are going to found a coun-
try based on virtue, not a theocracy,
not a monarchy, on virtue—that we
would be a nation based on ideas. And
those ideas, as imperfect as the
geniuses who founded this country—
and, God, they didn’t believe that
women were equal or Blacks were
equal, but they believed in those ideals
and those virtues and that this Nation
should always strive to make a more
perfect Union, making more real those
virtues and those values in people’s
lives. The history of our country is a
glorious testimony of us getting better
and better with each generation.

Susan B. Anthony stood up and said
that it was we the people, not we the
male citizens that made this country,
not the White male citizens. It was we
the people. She used the words of our
founding documents to inform her mo-
ment of history to call to the con-
science of our country.

Martin Luther King, right here in DC
on the Mall, did he turn to some new
radical treatise? No. He went back to
our founding documents and quoted
them in his speech at the March on
Washington. That is the beauty of our
Nation.

So what does it say, that testimony
to love, that the founding of our Na-
tion in the Declaration of Independ-
ence—and, yes, to all those people, I
will give you deference that that dec-
laration called Native Americans sav-
ages. I will give you deference that the
men who wrote them were imperfect
representatives of the values to which
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they were called to, but that declara-
tion of love at the end is unmistakable.
At the end of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, they say, if we are to make
it all work, we must mutually pledge—
I look at my colleague in the seat be-
cause he knows these words backward
and forward. It says we must mutually
pledge; that is, pledge to each other
our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor.

God, I think about those words more
than you might realize. What does it
mean to give someone your sacred
honor, to pledge to them your lives and
your fortunes? God, I would die for this
country, as I know my colleagues
would. None of the people in this
body—I know many of my friends in
this body have come here with great
wealth, but none of them are doing it
for wealth.

Our lives, our fortunes, but that last
one, sacred honor, what does that
mean? To me, a word that evokes that
greatest of human values, love; that
word that we honor each other. We be-
lieve we are people who must elevate
each other and protect each other.

There is a bill in the House that
passed in a bipartisan way on that fun-
damental ideal of being there for one
another. Whether you pray like me or
look like me, we are there for one an-
other. We protect each other. We stand
for each other. I may have differences
with the man in that seat who is on the
other side of the aisle, but, God, I give
you my sacred honor that I am not
going to vilify or demonize your char-
acter because we are Americans.

Now, the call of our country is people
who are overlooked are dying every
day in communities like mine around
this country, people being felled by do-
mestic abusers. We know from the data
that this can make a difference, a bi-
partisan voice. Ninety percent of
Americans ask: Can we pass com-
prehensive background checks?

We can do better. Let’s leave the
things we want to debate that, God, I
want to debate—gun licensing, assault
weapons ban, leave those aside, but we
agree that someone on the terrorist no-
fly list should not be able to go to a
gun show and go to a casual seller and
buy weapons. Those are the weapons
showing up on the streets in Newark.
We have traced them.

My country tis of thee
Sweet [sweet] land of liberty
Of thee I sing.

May our country be free from fear
and free from violence, and may we be
empathetic toward those today who are
fearful of their abuser, who are fearful
to walk their kids to school. May we
understand that that liberty to fight
for freedom from fear is still an
unachieved dream in this country.
That liberty that comes from safety
and security is still an unrealized
dream for millions of Americans. May
we join together and pledge our lives,
our fortunes, and our sacred honor.
May we pledge to one another to do the
work America wants—to keep each
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other safe and secure and to ensure our
children, disproportionately impacted
by violence, grow up to carry on our
culture, and our traditions, and the
honor that is America.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CRUZ). The Senator from Missouri.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I want to
talk for a few moments about where we
are with the coronavirus response and
the supplemental. I think all Senators
will have an opportunity to be updated
again today.

This is not a new place for us to be.
This time last year, the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Re-
lated Agencies held a hearing on
emerging threats, and at that point we
were experiencing the second largest
outbreak of Ebola in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, antibiotic re-
sistance was a global danger, and there
was a flu outbreak bigger than we had
seen in a long time. So 1 year later, we
are still fighting the Ebola outbreak in
the DRC, antibiotic resistance con-
tinues to be a global problem, and, ac-
cording to Dr. Tony Fauci, the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, the flu we are
seeing this year is shaping up to be one
of the worst in decades.

Several thousand Americans die
every year from the flu—usually, at
least 35,000, sometimes as high as
75,000. I think about 350,000 Americans
have died from the flu in the last dec-
ade.

We are now facing a new danger—the
COVID-19 danger. That is the new
coronavirus that we hadn’t seen before.
As we learned with Ebola, patient zero,
who doesn’t know they even have this
yet, can board a plane or a cruise ship,
and they can be in another country or
even in another continent in a matter
of hours. This lesson is, once again, re-
inforced.

This is like all other diseases. It
doesn’t know any boundaries. We are
no longer living in a world where our
health can be separated from the
health of other countries. Last week,
the number of new coronavirus infec-
tions outside of China outpaced those
inside China for the first time. Maybe
the good news is that China is begin-
ning to see something headed in a dif-
ferent direction, but the bad news is
the infections in Iran, Italy, South
Korea, Japan, and other places. This
has moved into Europe now, and in
South America a case was just an-
nounced in Brazil.

This is kind of that moment where
we have some opportunity to do every-
thing we can to prepare for the worst,
but we still have the option of hoping
for the best. That is what happened
with SARS. That is what happened
with HIN1. To some extent, it is what
happened with Zika. It turned out to be
bad for the people who had it but not as
bad as we anticipated at one point it
might be.

(Mr.
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It is disturbing to see the first deaths
in the State of Washington, but, cer-
tainly, the message to us is to be more
vigilant and be better prepared.

The Congress, in the last 5 years, has
increased money—that doesn’t count
whatever we do this week and next
week—for preparedness by 44 percent.
A year ago, we created for the first
time an infectious disease fund—our
colleague in the House, ToM COLE, was
one of the major proponents of this—to
let the Health and Human Services
people have access to money imme-
diately. Because of that, they had $105
million that they wouldn’t have pre-
viously had to be able to spend imme-
diately to help contain this problem,
where it can be contained, to bring
Americans back here, particularly
from China, and to keep them in a
known location for the 14-day incuba-
tion period to see if anything hap-
pened. All of that was possible because
we had given them the flexibility that
they hadn’t had before.

The first-line-of-defense funding has
been there. We are now moving toward
a conclusion of what we can do to
make more money available for a vac-
cine. A vaccine takes a while. We are
not going to have a vaccine for a while.
We are going to be continuing to talk
to Dr. Fauci and his team about this.
We are working with experts at what is
called BARDA, or the Biomedical Ad-
vanced Research and Development Au-
thority, to move those vaccines quick-
ly. But even if we had a vaccine in 18
months, that would be the U.S. world
record to develop a vaccine here with
the safety that we would think it
would need to have so that anybody
could take a vaccine and, with that
vaccine, this particular virus would
likely be dealt with.

So there is no treatment right now.
There is no cure right now. The treat-
ment is to handle these issues in the
way that we can in a public health sys-
tem that has been built over decades.
There are 50 States and the District of
Columbia, and all have local public
health providers. We are going to have
new money available to work with
them, but, again, the preparedness
money that they have had for the last
5 years should have been used in a
way—and I believe was used in a way—
that gets them all more ready to deal
with this than they otherwise would
have been.

We need to continue so that the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
have what they need to improve the
surveillance systems, the testing sys-
tems. I think we are going to find
quickly that there will be a test that
will be approved by the FDA that al-
lows people to check, in a number of lo-
cations, and have that process in a
number of locations that tests to see if,
in fact, you have what you thought was
a worse-than-usual cold—or maybe you
thought it was a not-worse-than-usual
cold. Sometimes this particular disease
doesn’t evidence that much happened
at all. Because of that, I think there is
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probably, at this point, a bigger num-
ber of people who we think would be a
percentage of people who would have
really negative consequences—even
death—from this disease, rather than
all the people who had it and didn’t
know they had it.

We have learned in the past, through
outbreaks of a flu strain that we didn’t
have a vaccine for, of Ebola, of Zika,
that what we do to protect people in
other countries winds up protecting
people here. We have to be sure that we
understand that a lot of our fate in this
has been determined and will continue
to be determined by what we do to first
try to contain this virus and, secondly,
to provide the money to be sure that,
when we do have an outbreak, which
has already begun in our country, it is
an outbreak that is really held at the
lowest possible level of people im-
pacted and, if you are infected by this
disease, that you have the ability to
work from home, to do other things.
The hospital is not always the place to
g0.

We are working with State and local
health officials right now to see that
that happens. The money that has been
used, I think, has been used effectively.
Clearly, we are trying to agree—be-
tween the House and the Senate and
the administration—to exactly the
right number. I would say that, at this
point, the administration has been the
most agreeable to whatever money we
want to provide but, obviously, would
like to have that money provided
quickly.

I feel confident we are going to have
the resources to deal with this. I feel
confident that this will be a problem
that will not impact more people than
would usually be impacted by some-
thing like the flu. Again, we need to
prepare for the very worst and hope for
the very best, but our job right now is
to prepare for the worst things that
could happen and have the funding
available so that we don’t have to go
through a couple of weeks again where
an easy determination should have
been reached.

One thing we could have done is to
have given the administration exactly
the amount of money they asked for—
we could have decided to spend it dif-
ferently—2 weeks ago and then get into
a discussion of what we need next.
That is not the course we decided to go
down.

We are trying to come up with an
amount of money, it appears, that
would get us through this entire inci-
dent with this virus, but it is time to
get that done. Hopefully, we will see a
bill filed later today and the House
able to vote on that bill before they
leave this week. Once that number is
done, I think it will be seen as almost
certain that the Senate will be able to
deal with that bill and approve that
number.

We are going to move forward. I
think, again, we are going to move for-
ward in a way that minimizes, as much
as possible, the impact that this has on
families and on individuals.
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Mr. President, I look forward to you
and I both having a chance to learn
more about this even today and to
learn more as we move forward. The
big thing we need to learn now is the
amount of money we need to have to
spend and how we allocate that money
for a vaccine and other things.

——
RECESS

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, under the previous order, the
Senate stands in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:28 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO).

————

ADVANCED GEOTHERMAL INNOVA-
TION LEADERSHIP ACT OF 2019—
Motion to Proceed—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
the bill before us supports clean energy
and emerging technologies, so this is
the perfect opportunity to update an
outdated aspect related to a legacy en-
ergy source.

Senator UDALL of New Mexico and I
have an amendment that will close a
loophole in Federal energy policy. I
want my colleagues to know—and I
think they do—of my long support for
renewable and alternative sources of
energy, and so I agree with the aims of
the Murkowski-Manchin Energy bill.

The amendment Senator UDALL and I
have introduced is the same as the bi-
partisan bill we introduced last week.
The title of that bill is the Fair Return
for Public Lands Act. This bill was in-
troduced 100 years to the date of the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920.

This amendment would increase the
royalty rates on Federal lands from
12.5 percent to 18.75 percent. Everybody
here knows that a royalty is what the
oil company will pay to a mineral
owner—in this case, the mineral owner
is the American taxpayer—and that
royalty is paid for the right to extract
oil and natural gas from the lands of
the United States. The legislation mod-
ernizes the public lands leasing system,
and it does this for the first time since
royalty rates were set in 1920.

The legislation increases both the
share of royalties taxpayers receive
from public lands leasing as well as the
rental rates. The new rental rate we
are offering in this amendment reflects
the current fair market value, while
the bill also establishes minimum bid-
ding standards to lease public lands
that will stay in line with inflation.
This bill is a simple fix by making Fed-
eral leasing rates the same whether
you are on land or offshore.

The royalty rate the bill offers is
very comparable to what current leases
are for oil-producing States on their
State-owned land. We use the State of
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Texas as an example. Texas charges a
2b-percent royalty on its State lands,
while States in the Rocky Mountain
West charge royalties that are some-
where between 16-25 percent and 18%
percent. The royalty rate on Federal
public lands is more than one-third
lower, at 12% percent; hence our
amendment—the same as our bill—up-
dating this and bringing more parity
between State rates and Federal rates
and, of course, absolute parity with off-
shore drilling.

The current regulatory system al-
lows companies to get a sweetheart
deal on Federal public lands. Senator
UpALL and I are asking our colleagues
to fix this for the American people.

According to studies done by the
Congressional Budget Office and the
Government Accountability Office,
modernizing public lands royalty rates
for oil and gas could increase Federal
revenues by as much as $200 million
over the next decade and do it with lit-
tle to no impact on production.

It is time—hence our amendment—
for my colleagues in Congress to end
this oil company loophole and bring oil
leasing into the 21st century.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
come to the floor today as a Senator as
well as a physician. I want to do this to
reassure the American people that we
are doing everything possible to com-
bat and contain the coronavirus. Ac-
cording to Johns Hopkins University, a
well-known medical institution, we
here in the United States are the most
prepared Nation on the face of the
Earth to protect ourselves in terms of
preparation for an infectious disease
like the coronavirus.

Nevertheless, this virus is a global
concern and is a problem with pan-
demic potential. We know the outbreak
started in China. It goes without say-
ing that we are deeply saddened by the
loss of life there, as well as here and
around the world. We are concerned
about those currently suffering from
the virus. Our focus continues to be on
protecting the health and the well-
being and the safety of the American
people. That is where we need to focus.

Notably, President Trump’s early
travel restrictions on China have actu-
ally helped slow the spread of the
virus. He has since expanded these re-
strictions. The President, I believe, has
acted swiftly, boldly, and decisively to
contain the virus and to keep Ameri-
cans safe. Still, this country is not a
hermetically sealed bubble. It will
never be—can’t be. We are likely to see
more cases here in the days and weeks
ahead.
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We all must be prepared, and we
must stay vigilant. Be assured, the
Trump administration is fully engaged
in responding to this virus. The United
States has the best public health sys-
tem in the world, and we have a plan in
place to combat the coronavirus. Our
public health experts are working to
identify and isolate the virus, as well
as to produce a vaccine.

The fastest you can ever produce a
vaccine is several years. We seem to be
moving faster than that with regard to
coronavirus. We have seen develop-
ment, but even though it is moving
faster than ever, it will still take a
minimum of a year and 6 months to
have a vaccine available and produced
at a level that could actually impact
the population of the country. Since it
is a new virus, a new vaccine needs to
be developed. The Vice President said
over the weekend that we expect to
have a vaccine available sometime
next year, and I agree.

Meanwhile, our strategy for testing,
for isolation, and for quarantines right
now is helping to lower the risks. Years
ago, we created an infectious disease
rapid response team. The goal was to
make sure that we were ready if the
time would come, and the time has now
come. Test Kkits are becoming more
widely available for States and com-
munities. We heard today over the
noon hour that they are expecting to
have enough test kits available around
the country so that, over the next
week, we can test a million people. We
are going to continue to use every
available tool we can in this fight.

The White House has created a
Coronavirus Task Force led by Vice
President PENCE. The effort is headed
by top officials at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and the National Insti-
tutes of Health. I had a chance to visit
with a number of them today, specifi-
cally the infectious disease group
through the NIH. We have had a num-
ber of briefings through the Centers for
Disease Control. We recently had a
briefing by Dr. Anne Schuchat, the
head of the Centers for Disease Control
in the area helping with our efforts on
coronavirus. As she has said, ‘“‘Our ag-
gressive containment strategy here in
the United States has been working
and is responsible for the low level of
cases that we have so far.” Officials at
the CDC and the National Institutes of
Health are coordinating with other
Federal officials, and they tend to be
working around the clock.

The administration is making sure
that State and local officials have all
of the resources they need to respond.
Dr. Schuchat said that our healthcare
system, our businesses, our commu-
nities, and our schools all have action
plans.

Senators have had a number of brief-
ings from officials at the Centers for
Disease Control and the National Insti-
tutes of Health. They are working on
ways to identify the virus and test for
the virus and ways to treat people who
are infected by the virus. They are
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working on quarantines and on a vac-
cine. That is what they should be
doing. This is a massive, nationwide
undertaking.

At every meeting—and I have been
going to meetings on this since it was
first noted around the beginning of the
year. We know about the issue in
China. People now know about the doc-
tor who tried to get the word out to the
world—who was the first to notice this
specific new virus, the coronavirus. He
was reprimanded by the Chinese for
trying to do what he learned to do as a
doctor, which was to share medical
knowledge and information to try to
get ahead of a disease that is pro-
gressing. He was reprimanded by the
Chinese Government, and he has subse-
quently died of the disease.

There are a number of us—and it is
bipartisan—who would go as Senators
to briefings. We have been going to
briefings since the time of the im-
peachment. We would have impeach-
ment in the afternoon and discussions
about coronavirus in the morning.
There has been a focus on this probably
longer than most members around the
country had been focused on it. At
every meeting, we would ask the mem-
bers of the Centers for Disease Control
and National Institutes of Health: Do
you have the funds you need for the
things you need to do right now? At all
of those meetings, they said: Yes, we
have all we need.

Now things have changed. They say
they need additional funds, and they
are right. We agree they need more
funds for testing, treatment, and vac-
cine development. It is appropriate
that Congress appropriate that money.
Congress must act quickly and deci-
sively in passing a bipartisan emer-
gency funding bill. Both parties agree
this effort has to be fully funded. We
know the initial numbers discussed
were only a starting point. We don’t
know what the total number is going
to be, but the team is going to con-
tinue to have all the funds they need to
deal with this disease.

I find it very disturbing to see Demo-
crats, especially those running for
President, politicizing the issue. This
is a headline in yesterday’s New York

Times: ‘“Democrats Hit Trump On
Virus.” They are talking about the
Presidential candidates running for

President, attacking President Trump
on the virus.

The coronavirus is a deadly disease.
It is not a political tool to try to tar
and feather President Trump. We need
to be working on this together. This
should not be about Democratic can-
didates trying to defeat President
Trump but about defeating the
coronavirus. That is what we ought to
be focusing on.

As a doctor, my focus is on the
health of the American people. My ad-
vice for those who may be watching is
the same commonsense advice you
would take if you were saying ‘I want
to avoid getting the flu during flu sea-
son,” and it is flu season as well. Cover
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your mouth when you cough. Wash
your hands frequently. If you are sick,
stay home. Those are the kinds of com-
monsense things people can do at
home, not just to prevent the flu but
also to protect themselves against the
coronavirus.

There is no reason for lots of anxiety
or for panic. As a nation, we are in the
right position to deal with the chal-
lenge we face. This administration will
continue to do everything in its power
to keep America and Americans safe.
Now it is time for Congress to do its
part—to pass the emergency legislation
and get it to the President’s desk.

Thankfully, we are the most prepared
Nation to face this challenge. We have
harnessed all of the American energy
and ingenuity and expertise we need
for this fight. The key is for all of us to
remain engaged and to remain vigilant.
As a doctor, I am confident that we
will be able to succeed together.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAMER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

S. 2657

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President and fellow
colleagues, I come to the floor today to
talk about the American Energy Inno-
vation Act, which is here before the
Senate and which we are considering
this week.

America’s energy landscape has
changed dramatically since the last
major Energy bill was enacted by Con-
gress more than a decade ago. It is
time to update our outdated energy
policy to reflect today’s realities,
goals, and challenges in the energy sec-
tor.

The American Energy Innovation
Act—the business before the Senate
today—is the cumulation of more than
a year of hearings, business meetings,
and negotiations in the Energy and
Natural Resources Committee. I com-
mend Chairman MURKOWSKI and Rank-
ing Member MANCHIN for their leader-
ship and all of us on the committee in
bringing this strong, bipartisan, ‘‘all of
the above’ energy package to the floor.

Included in this legislation are a
number of provisions I have proposed
that will benefit Idaho and the Nation.

First, the bill appropriately recog-
nizes the importance of having a strong
domestic nuclear industry. I represent
not just one of the Department of En-
ergy’s National Laboratories, but I rep-
resent the Nation’s flagship nuclear en-
ergy laboratory, the Idaho National
Lab.

Nuclear power is the Nation’s largest
source of reliable, carbon-free energy.
To date, nuclear powerplants have pri-
marily served one purpose—to produce
electricity—but we are discovering
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through the work at the Idaho Na-
tional Lab that this is only the tip of
the iceberg as far as the work a nuclear
reactor could do.

The INL and the Department of En-
ergy are currently working to dem-
onstrate that nuclear reactors can be
adapted to produce other products like
hydrogen, steam, and, importantly,
heat. To accelerate this research,
Ranking Member MANCHIN and I intro-
duced the Integrated Energy Systems
Act to help improve the long-term
competitiveness of our current fleet of
nuclear reactors. That bill is included
in the larger bill we have before us.

While we must keep our existing fleet
of reactors online, we must also usher
in the next generation of advanced nu-
clear reactor designs. This is particu-
larly exciting at this point in time.
The bipartisan Nuclear Energy Leader-
ship Act will address key supply chain
and other challenges associated with
developing small, modular, micro, and
other advanced designs. This act is also
included in the larger bill before us
today. That bill, NELA, will enable the
Federal Government to partner with
the private sector to demonstrate and
commercialize these technologies, and
the INL’s National Reactor Innovation
Center will play a key role in making
these designs a reality.

When looking toward a clean, reli-
able, and secure energy future, the im-
portance of rare-earth minerals cannot
be overstated. In Idaho, we have the
Nation’s only significant domestic de-
posit of cobalt—a mineral that is vital
for electric vehicles, wind turbines, and
military hardware. Yet, instead of min-
ing and processing this mineral in the
United States, we import our supply
from China.

Cobalt is just one of many minerals
the United States relies on imports for.
We need to start prioritizing domestic
supply and processing our critical min-
erals for our energy and domestic secu-
rity future. I appreciate that we have
also included this act in the big bill
that is in front of us. This is the Amer-
ican Mineral Security Act, and it
prioritizes our energy independence.

I am also pleased that the key provi-
sions of my bill, the Enhancing Geo-
thermal Production on Federal Lands
Act, were also included. That act is in-
cluded in the larger bill.

Idaho has long been a world leader in
the development of geothermal tech-
nologies. In fact, the Idaho State Cap-
ital Building is the only State capital
in the United States that is heated
solely with geothermal energy.

There is significant potential to ex-
pand this renewable energy in Idaho
and indeed across the Western United
States, and most of this potential ex-
ists on federally managed lands. Unfor-
tunately, developers looking to harness
this resource on Federal lands must
navigate a labyrinth of regulations.
The provisions in this bill will unleash
our Nation’s vast geothermal resources
by making the current permitting re-
view process more efficient, cost-effec-
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tive, predictable, and, importantly,
take a shorter period of time.

Lastly, I am proud that this legisla-
tion contains language from the PRO-
TECT Act that will modernize our elec-
tric grid and enhance cyber security ef-
forts. I don’t need to spend any time on
cyber security. It is important for our
electric grid. It is one of the favorite
targets of terrorists around the world.
They usually go through cyber secu-
rity.

The worldwide adoption of digital au-
tomation technology has created great
benefits, but it also introduces signifi-
cant cyber vulnerabilities to critical
energy infrastructure. I am proud that
the solutions to many of these chal-
lenges are being developed at the Idaho
National Laboratory, which is the
world leader in critical infrastructure,
control systems, and security research
in those areas.

Protecting our electric grid is one of
the most pressing security challenges,
and we must incentivize the energy
sector to deploy the most advanced
cyber security technologies.

The additional authorities and tools
in these bills are critical to both our
energy and national security, and I am
committed—hopefully along with all of
my colleagues here in the Senate—to
seeing those matters cross the finish
line in this important act, which fi-
nally reaches us at this critical time.

With that, I will yield the floor to my
distinguished colleague from New Mex-
ico.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, thank
you for the recognition.

Let me begin today by commending
the efforts of Senators MURKOWSKI and
MANCHIN for working across the aisle
to bring an energy bill to the floor.

This bill has positive initiatives—
promoting energy efficiency, modern-
izing the electric grid, and research
funding for clean energy—but the full
Senate deserves a chance to be heard
on the important issues at stake with
this bill; namely, energy.

Most importantly, we must take real
action on climate change and address a
problematic provision in this bill to
limit environmental reviews of massive
and potentially toxic mining projects.

Everywhere we look, we are experi-
encing the devastating effects of cli-
mate change—whether they are hurri-
canes along the southeastern coasts,
flooding in the Midwest, drought in the
Southwest, or out-of-control wildfires
in California—and we are careening too
close to climate change tipping points
that scientists warn will doom the
planet.

The bill before us does not set targets
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to
the levels required to meet global tar-
gets or transition us to a clean energy
economy, which is where we need to
head, and we need to be heading there
fast. A few things would dramatically
improve this bill’s climate impact.

First, we need to add clean energy
tax incentives. Clean energy tax incen-

March 3, 2020

tives are one of the most effective tools
we have in our toolbox to increase re-
newable power sources like wind and
solar and the energy storage tech-
nology that enables them to work as a
baseload power.

Second, we should put commonsense
limits on one of the worst greenhouse
gases—methane. The U.S. oil and gas
boom means that we are emitting 13
million metric tons of methane every
year. That is 60 percent more than EPA
estimates. Methane is 84 times more
powerful than CO, as a greenhouse gas
in the short term.

Industry says they want to control
methane pollution. They were prepared
to live with limits on public lands in a
2016 rule from the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. In 2017, the Senate rejected
an attempt to repeal that rule on a bi-
partisan basis. But the Trump adminis-
tration eliminated the rule due to lob-
bying by the worst polluters in the in-
dustry. We should restore that rule,
and I have filed an amendment to do so
immediately.

We should also act to phase out HFCs
and include a strong energy efficiency
program for buildings. Then this bill
could make a small but meaningful
contribution to the climate change
fight.

Within the confines of this bill, there
is a problematic and anti-environ-
mental section that deserves serious
scrutiny. I am talking about the con-
troversial American Mineral Security
Act—a bill that saw significant opposi-
tion in the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee. Including this
bill in this package is problematic be-
cause it would ‘‘streamline’ the Fed-
eral permitting process for hard rock
mining. Streamlining the approval
process means arbitrary deadlines and
reducing public input on massive min-
ing projects that could cause further
environmental destruction on public
lands.

Mining is a messy business. Surface
mining ravages the earth. Heap leach
mining produces what is called acid
mine drainage that spews a mix of
acidic water and heavy metals into
streams and contaminates ground-
water. An astounding 40 percent of
western headwaters are contaminated
by mine runoff. Those headwaters are
where we get our drinking water.

There are two controversial mine
proposals in New Mexico right now—
the Terrero Mine in the Pecos and the
Copper Flat Mine near Hillsboro, NM.
Both of these mines are of significant
concern to local farmers, ranchers,
Tribes, and residents who are worried
about water pollution.

Under this provision, almost any-
thing could be labeled a ‘‘critical min-
eral.” Mining permits will get pushed
through, while limiting local commu-
nity input. I am strongly supporting an
amendment from Senator STABENOW to
strike this provision.

The proponents of this critical min-
erals bill have some valid points. Of
course we need certain metals for our
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economy, including a clean energy
economy, but we cannot forget that
the mining industry has gotten one of
the biggest free rides on the back of
the taxpayer in American history, all
the while leaving the taxpayer holding
the bag for their toxic legacy.

Hard rock mining on Federal lands is
governed by the General Mining Act of
1872—that is right, 1872—a 148-year-old
law. President Ulysses S. Grant signed
it to help settle the West and to spur
economic development. Still in effect
today, the act allows mining compa-
nies to mine gold, silver, copper, ura-
nium, and other precious metals on
Federal lands without paying one dime
in royalties—not one dime. That is in
sharp contrast to coal and oil and gas
companies that pay billions in royal-
ties every year for the right to extract
resources—resources owned by the pub-
lic and which are coming off public
lands. The current rate paid by coal,
oil, and gas is 12.5 percent. These same
mining companies often pay royalties
of similar payments when they operate
overseas but not here in the United
States.

Since 1872, mining companies have
taken $300 billion—that is billion with
a “b’—from public lands. The TU.S.
Government Accountability Office esti-
mated that in 2010 alone hardrock min-
ing earned $6.4 billion from public
lands. That would have yielded $800
million per year for the American tax-
payer if mining were treated the same
as coal, oil, and gas.

The shocking fact is, foreign-owned
companies are often the beneficiaries.
For example, 83 percent of the compa-
nies that mine or explore for uranium
in the United States are foreign owned;
64 percent of the companies that
produce gold are foreign owned.

The out-of-date mining law not only
shortchanges taxpayers; it short-
changes the environment. The same in-
dustry that seeks permitting relief
from Congress today does nothing to
pay for cleanup at the tens of thou-
sands of abandoned mines scarring our
public lands. The GAO estimates that
there are 33,000 abandoned mines across
the West that are degrading the envi-
ronment. One study found that 20,000
gallons per day of toxic water from 43
abandoned mine sites are polluting
streams, ponds, and groundwater.

What is wrong with these numbers?
The American taxpayer is stuck with
the bill, and the local and regional
communities are stuck with the dev-
astating environmental and public
health impacts.

Now, witness this: the Gold King
Mine that gushed 3 million gallons—3
million gallons—of this toxic yellow
stew into the Animas and San Juan
Rivers and across my home State of
New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Arizona,
and the Navajo Nation. It has been 4
years since this spill, and the States,
Tribes, and local communities have
still not been fully reimbursed. This
was a normal river in the West that
looked clean and pristine. Here it is,
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this toxic stew—this yellowish, toxic
stew—that ran for a number of days.

The right to mine on Federal lands
royalty-free maybe made sense 150
years ago. A free ride makes no sense
now. It is a sweetheart deal for the
mining companies that can’t be justi-
fied by today’s fiscal or environmental
realities. The old joke in the West is
that the mining company gets the gold,
and the American people get the
shaft—and that is literally true.

My amendment to reform the 1872
mining law that Senators HEINRICH and
BENNET are cosponsoring ends this free
ride by doing two simple things: It sets
a royalty rate between 5 and 8 percent
on mining on Federal lands, the public
lands, and provides for cleanup of aban-
doned mines paid for by royalties and
an abandoned mine reclamation fee of 1
to 3 percent.

The House Committee on Natural Re-
sources approved broad mining reform
legislation last year. This bill could be
coming to the House floor soon and is
probably headed in our direction over
here at the Senate. Mining reform is
decades and decades overdue. It is only
fair to address this injustice before we
give mining companies new perks, even
if they can be justified, and enacting a
royalty and reclamation fee is a
healthy start on that process.

I thank, again, Senators MURKOWSKI
and MANCHIN for their work. I hope we
can return to the regular order, to the
idea that we are going to have a bill on
the floor and that we can have amend-
ments and have the process work as it
normally does and improve the bill on
these important points. If we cannot, I
think the path for this bill becomes
much harder.

Now, on another subject before I con-
clude, I want to voice my support for
the remarks Senator GRASSLEY gave
earlier today on the oil and gas royal-
ties. We filed an amendment together,
based on our bill, to update those roy-
alties and other leasing items for the
first time in 100 years. It is a long over-
due topic, and I hope to see increasing
bipartisan support in the near future.

We have a historic oil boom in this
country, much of which is using public
lands, and the public has a right to see
a fair value for those resources.

We also have a large and growing
budget deficit and a major climate
change problem. Bringing oil and gas
royalties into the 21st century would
be a bipartisan win on all of those
fronts.

I yield the floor. I see my good friend,
the Senator from Tennessee, is here.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

TENNESSEE

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
am on the floor to speak about the
coronavirus, but first let me express to
the families in Tennessee my heartfelt
concern for them as the result of a tor-
nado that swept through Middle Ten-
nessee last night while people were
sleeping.

The number of deaths is 22 so far in
Nashville, and in Wilson, Putnam, and
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Benton Counties. I have seen floods,
and I have seen fires. The damage they
cause is terrible, but there is nothing
quite like seeing what a tornado can
do. It can arrive in 30 seconds or 1
minute and be gone and leave behind it
death and buildings laid flat to the
ground. I can’t imagine what it must
be like for that to happen at 1 in the
morning when nobody knows it is com-
ing.

I will be in Tennessee on Friday when
the Senate concludes its business this
week and will be visiting those areas.
Our office has been in touch with may-
ors in all of the counties and commu-
nities affected. Senator BLACKBURN and
I are working together, along with the
rest of the Tennessee delegation in the
House, to make certain that we give
full Federal support to Governor Lee.
The President talked to Governor Lee
today, and, as a result of that call, the
White House put out a statement indi-
cating the President may be in Ten-
nessee on Friday. That would be wel-
comed as well.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. President, let me speak for a mo-
ment about the coronavirus. The coun-
try was transfixed by the impeachment
process for about a month, and now
they are transfixed by the coronavirus,
but this is different. This is personal.
This could affect each of us. When I am
home—and I am sure when the Pre-
siding Officer is home—there are lots
of questions about the coronavirus.

I want to speak this morning about a
hearing that we had in the Senate’s
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee that was reassuring
to me and, I think, to the Democrats as
well as the Republicans there. It was
reassuring because we had four re-
spected professionals from the govern-
ment with broad experience in dealing
with public health crises—whether it is
anthrax, Ebola, or other coronaviruses.
We have had all of that in the United
States in the last 25 years, and we have
dealt with that.

At the end of the hearing, Senator
MURRAY, the ranking Democrat on the
committee, and I, and the Democrats
on committee who aren’t bashful, and
the Republicans on committee who
aren’t bashful, but I think I can speak
for them in saying those four profes-
sionals, many of whom have worked for
25 or 30 years in terms of helping our
country deal with health crises, con-
tinue to earn our respect. We believe
what they tell us, and they promised to
tell us the truth.

When I saw the Vice President earlier
today, I said to him: Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, I am glad that you have been
placed in charge of this. As a former
Governor, I think it makes sense to
place a Vice President—that indicates
the highest level of attention—and a
former Governor, someone who is ac-
customed to working with States and
local governments, in charge of a prob-
lem that is going to be solved pri-
marily by our exceptional State and
local public health systems. So I think
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you are exactly the right person to be
in charge.

My advice to him was to let the pro-
fessionals do the talking because peo-
ple believe them. If the President and
the Vice President give their view,
they are entitled to do it, but someone
will think they are simply justifying
what they are doing. If the Democrats,
on the other hand, say something
about the coronavirus response, some-
one will think, well, they are just criti-
cizing President Trump.

But if Dr. Fauci, for example, who for
over 35 years—since 1984, which is a
long time, working for President
Reagan, President H. W. Bush, Presi-
dent Clinton, President George W.
Bush, President Obama, and President
Trump; working on HIV/AIDS; working
on anthrax; working on two Ebola
epidemics—if Dr. Fauci answers a ques-
tion and tells us something, we believe
that. What we need is accurate infor-
mation for the American people about
exactly where we stand with this crisis
and what we need to do in Congress
that we have not already done.

So, in the next few minutes, I would
like to talk about what we heard this
morning and to compliment those four
professionals who were there:

Dr. Anne Schuchat, is the Principal
Deputy Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control. She has had 30 years
working with infectious diseases, most
of that time with the CDC.

Dr. Fauci I just described, working
with six Presidents. I believe he has
virtually universal respect here for
truth-telling and competence.

Dr. Robert Kadlec. He is the Assist-
ant Secretary for Preparedness and Re-
sponse at the Department of Health
and Human Services. He used to advise
the Department of Defense, and then
he helped Senator BURR to write the
legislation that set up the agency that
helps us be better prepared to deal with
such health crises as we might experi-
ence here.

Then Dr. Stephen Hahn. He is the
newest one of the four in terms of com-
ing to the government, but he has been
the head of the MD Anderson Cancer
Center in Texas, one of the most re-
spected institutions in the world.

So those are the professionals that
we heard this morning.

Now, what did we hear? We heard
that the coronavirus is alarming in
terms of what is happening around the
world. There are 90,000 cases or more
and 3,000 deaths. All of this has hap-
pened in the last 2, 2v2 months, so far
as we know.

What has happened at home? What
has happened at home here in the
United States is that we have slightly
more than 100 cases that are detected.
About half of those are Americans who
were traveling and had to be brought
home and were repatriated, as we say,
and the other half have been detected
here. Unfortunately, we have had six
deaths.

It is fair to say that citizens in the
United States are at low risk for infec-
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tion from the coronavirus, but you
don’t have to take my word for it.
Take the word of the professionals who
testified this morning before the Sen-
ate’s Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee or take the words
of what the New York Times said a
couple of days ago on its front page in
the Sunday newspaper in describing
the situation in the United States.

Here is what the Times said: ‘“‘Much
about the coronavirus remains unclear,
and it is far from certain that the out-
break will reach severe proportions in
the United States or affect many re-
gions at once.” Continuing, the New
York Times: “With its top-notch sci-
entists, modern hospitals and sprawl-
ing public health infrastructure, most
experts agree, the United States is
among the countries best prepared to
prevent or manage such an epidemic.”

That is the New York Times’ front
page assessment 2 days ago.

Now, in addition to the possible ef-
fect on the lives of Americans, this
problem can disrupt our economy.
Twenty percent of what we import, ac-
cording to our Trade Representative,
comes from China. So we are not just
talking about medicines or masks. We
are talking about parts of cars or
chemicals, such as those for Eastman
Chemical in East Tennessee, which em-
ploys thousands of people. It can cause
our economy to slow down and econo-
mies in the rest of the world to slow
down.

The purpose of our hearing this
morning was, first, to get an idea of
what Americans needed to know about
the coronavirus. We learned some
things. We learned that, based on the
data that we have and that has been re-
ceived just in the last couple of days
from China, we haven’t seen many chil-
dren infected by the coronavirus. They
may be, but the average age of the peo-
ple who seem to be infected by it is 50,
and the people who get the sickest are
people who are already sick.

The second thing we have learned
seems so simple it doesn’t seem to be
true. What can we do about the
coronavirus? How can we keep from
getting it? Wash your hands. Wash
your hands. I find myself now doing it
a few more times a day, and I didn’t
used to do it as often.

Our hands pick up germs from our
cell phones or from the rails we touch
or from the hands we shake or from the
seats in front of us on the airplane.
Then what do we do? We put our hands
on our face many more times an hour
than most people are aware. That is
the single biggest way this spreads.

Wash your hands. That is what Dr.
Fauci says—the professional who has
been working on these diseases for dec-
ades.

Here is something else we learned to
put the coronavirus into context. We
are just past the peak of the flu season.
Most of us know about the flu. We have
a vaccine for the flu—nmot for the
coronavirus, but for the flu—and most
of us take it. But there are tens of mil-
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lions of us who will get the flu this flu
season. Fifty thousand Americans, on
average, die from the flu each year—
50,000 Americans. It might be 30,000 one
year and might be 70,000 in a very bad
year. But there are a lot of people who
die from the flu.

The flu is a respiratory disease, just
like the coronavirus is a respiratory
disease. It is a different respiratory dis-
ease, but the symptoms are similar:
fever and a cough.

We also learned this morning from
the professionals who told us this: For
80 percent of the people who are in-
fected with the coronavirus, it is a fair-
ly mild experience. Twenty percent—
mainly older people—are sicker, and
they are the ones who need the atten-
tion.

Those are some of the things we
learned this morning from the profes-
sionals who have been working on
epidemics or potential epidemics for a
long time.

What should we do about it? Let’s
start with what we have done about it.
I think it is important for the Amer-
ican people to know that. Let’s start
with Congress. This is not our first
rodeo, so to speak. We have faced pub-
lic health threats for the last 20 years.
There are Members of Congress and
staff who were here during the anthrax
attack in 2001, nearly 20 years ago. In
2003, we saw SARS. That was another
type of coronavirus. Then, in 2009, the
flu pandemic Kkilled more than 150,000
people around the world. Then there
were the Ebola outbreaks in 2014 and
2018.

After every one of those incidents,
Congress, working with Democratic
and Republican Presidents, tried to
prepare the Federal Government to be
ready for the next problem.

After anthrax, we created Project
BioShield to develop and stockpile new
treatments and vaccines. After the 2003
SARS outbreak, in 2006, Congress cre-
ated the Pandemic and All-Hazards
Preparedness Act. Senator BURR of
North Carolina was the principal au-
thor. It guides the government on how
to respond to public health emer-
gencies, and it created a fund the gov-
ernment can use to respond quickly to
problems that come up.

Last year, Congress provided more
than $4 billion for public health and
preparedness programs. When a crisis
occurs, like this coronavirus—all of
which has happened since the first of
the year, maybe a little since Decem-
ber, but mostly since the first of the
year—money is often needed quickly,
so Congress created a couple of funds
the agencies can take money from. One
of them is the Rapid Response Fund.
Secretary Azar has already taken $105
million from that fund for this
healthcare issue. We have given him
the authority to take another $136 mil-
lion, which he has done.

The President has recommended $2.5
billion more. Congress, with many dif-
ferent suggestions having been made,
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this week is likely to approve addi-
tional funding to do whatever our pro-
fessionals tell us needs to be done to
keep us safe and help protect our econ-
omy.

In addition to what Congress has
done, our various Presidents have done
even more. For example, President
Obama, if you will remember, sent our
military to Africa to deal with the
Ebola outbreak before it came here.
That was quite an extraordinary ac-
tion. President George W. Bush sent
Centers for Disease Control scientists
around the world to help with the
SARS epidemic. In the same way,
President Trump has done something
that hasn’t been done in this country
for over 50 years. At a time when there
were only six confirmed cases of
coronavirus in the United States, this
administration announced they would
quarantine Americans who may have
been exposed to the virus while in
China and would not allow foreign na-
tionals who traveled to China in the
last 14 days to enter the United States,
and warned Americans not to travel to
China and, more recently, to think
more carefully about traveling to parts
of Italy or South Korea. The President
added Iran to these travel restrictions
more recently.

Dr. Fauci, the National Institutes of
Health professional whom we heard
from this morning, said that without
those Executive actions, we would have
many more cases right now.

The third thing the administration
has done is to develop a test to diag-
nose whether you have the
coronavirus. We didn’t have that before
because this is a new virus. The admin-
istration is rapidly working on that—
not as fast as everyone would like, but
fast, so far as I can tell.

The FDA is working with 65 private
sector test developers in addition to
the 46 labs in 38 States who are using
the Centers for Disease Control test.
The goal is to have in place Kits that
will allow 1 million tests to be done
shortly.

As far as a vaccine, the professionals
are working on a vaccine more rapidly
than any vaccine ever before, but it
still takes more than a year. However,
the President met with drug manufac-
turers to see if existing treatments
might be used earlier. Our National
Laboratories have gotten involved as
well.

As we look at the impact of the
coronavirus, we think mostly about
our own health, but we also see other
issues, such as the effect on our econ-
omy. 13 percent of the facilities that
make active ingredients for drugs are
in China. We need to take a look at
that.

I would like to conclude where I
started. People ask me: What can we do
about the coronavirus? The answer is
as simple as wash your hands, drink a
lot of water, and isolate yourself if you
feel sick. If you have a fever and a
cough, call your doctor. Stay home,
and don’t infect your neighbors.
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Are we going to be able to contain
the coronavirus in the United States? I
go back to what the New York Times
said on its front page on Sunday. We
have experienced dealing with new dis-
eases in the United States. We have
professionals who, for several decades
through several administrations, both
Democratic and Republican, have been
successful in doing that. We have
Presidents, both Democratic and Re-
publican, who have taken strong Exec-
utive action, including this one, to pro-
tect the American people.

In short, while this is an alarming
problem around the world—surely,
more Americans will become infected—
most experts agree that we are fortu-
nate that the United States is the
country in the world with the sci-
entists, with the resources, and with
the experience to do the best possible
job of containing the spread of this
virus.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). The Senator from Vermont.

55TH ANNIVERSARY OF BLOODY SUNDAY

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, 55
years ago, a courageous band of civil
rights activists, including the fearless
JOHN LEWIS, began a march for what
many of us considered a sacred right to
vote. They marched from Selma to
Montgomery, and they marched in the
face of unspeakable violence. They
shed their blood for access to the bal-
lot. While much has changed in the last
55 years, this struggle for voting equal-
ity, and this march for progress, con-
tinues.

On Sunday, I was inspired yet again
by my hero, my dear friend, now-Con-
gressman JOHN LEWIS, who summoned
depthless strength to lead thousands in
commemorating the anniversary of
Bloody Sunday. This was not merely a
commemoration; it was a clarion call
to action. Those of us who know the
Congressman know he has been seri-
ously ill but has not given up the fight.
In fact, Congressman LEWIS’s voice
booming over the crowd reminded us
all to “‘continue to fight . . . now more
than ever.”

“I’m not going to give up,” he thun-
dered. “I’'m not going to give in.” I am
proud to stand with my dear friend,
Congressman JOHN LEWIS.

In the past several years, a number of
States have done all they could to dis-
enfranchise tens of thousands of minor-
ity voters. Their tactics were often
brazen and transparent. While these
voter suppression schemes took many
forms—from sweeping purges of voter
rolls to arbitrary, new identification
requirements—they all shared one pur-
pose and one purpose alone: making
voting more difficult for minorities
and the marginalized. As a Federal
judge observed when he struck down
one such State’s voter ID law, it sought
to disenfranchise ‘‘African Americans
with almost surgical precision.”

Today, we are seeing a reprise of
these efforts ahead of one of the most
consequential elections in the history
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of our democracy. Those doing the sup-
pressions don’t even pretend to hide
their intent.

In November, a senior adviser to
President Trump’s reelection campaign
came right out and said the quiet part,
but he said it out loud. He observed
that ‘‘traditionally Republicans
[suppress] votes,”” and then he pre-
dicted that voter suppression is ‘‘going
to be a much bigger program, a much
more aggressive program’’ in 2020.

In May 2019, Tennessee enacted a dra-
conian law imposing criminal penalties
against voter registration groups who
submitted so-called deficient registra-
tion forms. In October 2019, Florida’s
State legislature tried to undo a con-
stitutional amendment overwhelm-
ingly approved by Floridians to restore
voting rights to former felons. This is
something we take for granted in
Vermont—that they can vote. These ef-
forts have thankfully been halted, at
least temporarily, in the courts. There
will be other States that attempt what
Florida and Tennessee tried—or even
worse. And those who value the sanc-
tity of the vote will be engaged in an
endless war of Whac-A-Mole in the
courts to stop these un-American ef-
forts to suppress the right to vote.

Why have States been given such free
rein to suppress the minority vote? It
is because of the disastrous 2013 Su-
preme Court decision, Shelby County v.
Holder. That gutted section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act, which had been
voted on by both Democrats and Re-
publicans. It gutted it. It crippled the
Federal Government’s ability to
proactively prevent discriminatory
changes to State voting laws.

In the wake of Shelby County, States
have unleashed a torrent of voter sup-
pression schemes, some almost imme-
diately after the decision came down,
knowing full well that the Federal
Government can no longer serve as a
shield against disenfranchisement. Our
democracy depends on these changes—
and changing now. The proliferation,
the threats to the right to vote in the
wake of Shelby County, makes it un-
mistakably clear that we need the full
protections of the Voting Rights Act.

That is exactly why, for years, I have
championed, authored, and I have re-
introduced the Voting Rights Advance-
ment Act. I reintroduced this legisla-
tion again in 2019. I note it is a bipar-
tisan bill. I should repeat this. It is a
bipartisan bill. Republicans and Demo-
crats alike support it to restore section
5 of the Voting Rights Act and improve
and modernize that landmark legisla-
tion, and provide the Federal Govern-
ment with other critical tools to com-
bat this full-fledged assault on the
franchise.

A total of 47 Senators publicly stated
they support this commonsense effort
to protect the right to vote. Why don’t
we bring it to a vote? If people want to
continue these suppressions, let them
vote that way. If they want to allow
people to vote, let them vote that way.
If the majority leader would simply let
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it come to a vote—right now it is being
stopped by one person. If the majority
leader would simply let it come to a
vote, it would pass. The House has al-
ready passed its companion version of
my legislation.

I find it offensive for those who claim
this bipartisan, bicameral legislation is
some kind of partisan power grab. In
America, it is the governed who possess
the power. Restoring their power is not
partisan. Restoring their power is what
it means to be a democracy.

I say to my friend the majority lead-
er, to Senator MCCONNELL: All eyes are
on you. Will he release the Voting
Rights Advancement Act from his leg-
islative graveyard and do it before the
elections? Will he simply allow an up-
or-down vote on this legislation to re-
store the bipartisan Voting Rights Act
of 19656? History is watching.

As my hero and friend JOHN LEWIS
powerfully reminded us this past Sun-
day, “We’ve got to make America bet-
ter for all of her people. . . . We’re one
people, we’re one family.” I agree. The
right to vote for all Americans is the
beating heart of our form of govern-
ment. Indeed, it is the very right that
gives democracy its name. Let us show
the world we are deserving of that
name. Let us show the world the con-
science of the Senate is that we will go
forward and vote it—vote for it or vote
against it but vote it. Don’t just keep
it from coming to a vote.

Unfortunately, when you Kkeep it
from coming to a vote, it looks too
much like what we are trying to do to
a lot of people, especially minorities in
this country, is keep them from voting.
We have Republicans and Democrats in
this body. Let us vote up or down on
this. Most importantly, as we do in my
State of Vermont, we fight to make
sure every Vermonter gets to vote no
matter what their party is, no matter
where they live, no matter who they
are. Let’s see if we can do that for the
rest of the country. We would be a bet-
ter country for it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

S. 2657

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise in
support of the American Energy Inno-
vation Act—a compilation of energy-
related measures that has been re-
ported, with bipartisan support, by the
Senate’s Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Let me start by recognizing the tre-
mendous efforts of the very committed
and dedicated chairman of that com-
mittee, LISA MURKOWSKI, and of the
ranking member, JOE MANCHIN, and
their work in bringing this comprehen-
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sive energy package to the Senate
floor. Under their leadership, the com-
mittee has worked very hard to craft a
bipartisan package that seeks to lower
energy costs for consumers, to diver-
sify our energy portfolio, and to facili-
tate and encourage the use of cleaner
energy sources.

The American Energy Innovation Act
includes several bills that I either au-
thored or cosponsored, including the
Better Energy Storage Technology
Act, known as the BEST Act, which
supports energy storage research and
development; the Weatherization En-
hancement and Local Energy Effi-
ciency Investment and Accountability
Act, which reauthorizes the Weather-
ization Assistance Program; the Wind
Energy Research and Development Act,
which supports targeted investments in
wind energy; and the Energy Savings
and Industrial Competitiveness Act, as
well as the Streamlining Energy Effi-
ciency for Schools Act, which both pro-
mote energy efficiency.

I am particularly pleased that this
agreement includes legislation I au-
thored with Senator HEINRICH. It is
what is known as the BEST Act, the
Better Energy Storage Technology
Act. This bipartisan bill would support
energy storage research and develop-
ment, which would, in turn, advance
the deployment of renewable energy.
Federal investments in the research,
development, and deployment of en-
ergy storage technologies would enable
the expansion of renewable energy
sources that are essential in combating
climate change.

Energy storage systems actually pro-
vide a wide range of benefits. First,
these technologies increase the reli-
ability and resiliency of our electric
grid by limiting potential disruptions.
Energy storage allows for the better
management of supply and demand on
our Nation’s power grid.

Second, this type of technology can
decrease energy costs. In the State of
Maine, the price of electricity can rise
steeply during the coldest days of the
yvear. In late 2017 and early 2018, very
cold temperatures in New England led
to higher energy costs that amounted
to more than $1 billion being spent in
the wholesale energy market in only 15
days.

The next generation of energy stor-
age technologies could also help to
transform our grid, meaning that we
would no longer need to generate more
expensive power to meet demand dur-
ing the hottest and coldest days of the
year. Instead, we could use more af-
fordable sources of energy that have
been stored for later use.

Finally, energy storage systems can
allow for more intermittent renewable
sources, such as wind or solar power, to
be placed on the grid and to be used
precisely when they are needed. Think
of that. Right now, if the wind is not
blowing, obviously we are not pro-
ducing wind energy. If the Sun is not
shining, we are not producing solar-
generated energy. Yet, if during those
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windy periods and on those sunny days
we could figure out how to store the
energy that is produced so that it may
be released later for electricity on the
grid, what a difference it would make.

Off the coast of Maine, offshore wind
turbines can produce electricity almost
50 percent of the time due to our rel-
atively persistent offshore winds, but
with next-generation energy storage
technology, we could utilize this wind
power closer to 100 percent of the time
by storing the electricity that is pro-
duced so that it may be used when the
wind is not blowing. That is why I am
so excited about the potential for im-
proving our energy storage tech-
nologies.

We all think of batteries. Certainly,
coming up with better, more efficient
batteries with which to store elec-
tricity is part of the answer, but there
are other technologies that are going
to be available if we make a concerted
effort to devote resources to research
and development and deployment.

For these reasons, I am especially de-
lighted that the BEST Act was in-
cluded in this package, and I hope it
will be enacted swiftly.

Next, I would like to turn to a pro-
gram that is very important to many
low-income families and seniors in the
State of Maine, and that is the weath-
erization program. I thank Senators
MURKOWSKI and MANCHIN for including
the bill that I authored with Senators
CooONS, REED, and SHAHEEN that reau-
thorizes the Weatherization Assistance
Program.

Through my position on the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, I have
worked with my colleagues to secure
an increase of $561 million for weather-
ization assistance for fiscal year 2020.
In fact, virtually every year, this is
something on which I and the Senators
whom I mentioned work together to
achieve. Oftentimes, regrettably, the
President’s budget eliminates the fund-
ing for the weatherization program,
but with bipartisan support, the mem-
bers of the Committee on Appropria-
tions work hard to include it in the
funding bills. One reason we do so is
that, whether it is insulating them or
replacing windows or installing heat
pumps, weatherizing our houses pays
off. In fact, on average, weatherization
returns a 4 to 1 on the investment.

Since 2010, the State of Maine has re-
ceived a little more than $22 million in
funding, and it has been able to suc-
cessfully weatherize nearly 2,500 homes
and rental units across the State. What
a difference that has made to the fami-
lies who live in those homes and to the
seniors who were once living in drafty
homes, for their energy costs were
much higher than they needed to be be-
cause their homes were not well insu-
lated. It also makes those homes a lot
more comfortable for our seniors and
low-income families.

Encouraging the adoption of energy
efficiency measures is one of the easi-
est, yet effective mechanisms for re-
ducing energy consumption, lessening
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pollution, and ultimately saving
money for families, businesses, com-
munities, and governments at all lev-
els.

In addition to weatherization, this
comprehensive package supports cru-
cial investments in renewable energy,
including the Wind Energy Research
and Development Act that I introduced
with Senator SMITH. This bill would re-
authorize the Department of Energy’s
Office of Wind Energy. It would support
grants in order to improve the effi-
ciency, reliability, and capacity of
wind energy generation. The Aqua
Ventus program, which aims to be the
first floating, deepwater, offshore wind
project in the United States, has been
under development by the University
of Maine and a consortium of both pub-
lic and private partners for many years
now. That consortium and the Univer-
sity of Maine, in particular, could ben-
efit from these targeted investments in
offshore wind energy.

Finally, another important compo-
nent of this comprehensive bill is en-
ergy efficiency. I am pleased that the
Energy Savings and Industrial Com-
petitiveness Act is included in this
package. As an original cosponsor of
this bill, which is also known as the
Portman-Shaheen energy efficiency
legislation, I recognize that it can
kick-start the use of energy efficiency
technologies that are commercially
available right now and can be de-
ployed by residential, commercial, and
industrial energy users. It can also im-
prove the energy efficiency of the Fed-
eral Government, which happens to be
our Nation’s largest consumer of en-
ergy.

I congratulate the bill’s sponsors,
Senators SHAHEEN and PORTMAN, for
crafting this commonsense bill and for
their relentless efforts in getting it
across the finish line.

Again, I express my appreciation to
Chairman MURKOWSKI and Ranking
Member MANCHIN.

I would also like to highlight another
energy efficiency bill that is included
in this package, and that is the
Streamlining Energy Efficiency for
Schools Act, which I sponsored with
Senator MARK WARNER.

In Maine, our schools have made tre-
mendous progress on energy efficiency,
but it can be challenging for schools to
take full advantage of programs that
lower energy costs, in part because
school officials may not know where to
start. A lot of these programs are scat-
tered in different agencies across the
Federal Government.

Our bipartisan bill would create a co-
ordinating structure within the De-
partment of Energy that would stream-
line available Federal energy efficiency
programs, assist school administrators
with navigating available Federal fi-
nancing, and thus reduce school build-
ings’ energy costs.

Again, I want to thank the com-
mittee leaders for their excellent work
on this package of energy legislation,
and I would urge all of my colleagues
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to join me in supporting the adoption
of the American Energy Innovation
Act. This is an area where we can truly
make a difference for our constituents,
our communities, our States, our levels
of government, and for our country.

Let’s get on with the adoption of this
very worthwhile package of energy
bills.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

STEPHEN SCHWARTZ

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, the U.S.
Senate used to be called the greatest
deliberative body in the world. It is the
Senate where, at this desk, Hugo Black
wrote labor law reform. Essentially, he
and another Senator in the U.S. Senate
and President Roosevelt created collec-
tive bargaining. It is the desk in the
Senate Chamber where Senator McGov-
ern from South Dakota passed legisla-
tion with Senator Dole across the aisle
for feeding programs for hungry people
in the United States.

I just met with a number of people
from the Cleveland Food Bank, the
Middle Ohio Food Bank, and Second
Harvest Food Bank. The McGovern-
Dole legislation also fed hungry kids
around the world.

This is the body that used to do those
kinds of things—the greatest delibera-
tive body in the world. But under Lead-
er MCCONNELL, whose office is down the
hall, we see something different. The
focus of this body has pretty much
been one job, and that is confirming
young, 38-, 40-, 42-, and 45-year-old
judges—extreme judges—who always
put their thumbs on the scale to sup-
port corporations over workers, to sup-
port Wall Street over consumers, and
who put their thumbs on the scale to
support insurance companies over pa-
tients and drug companies over pa-
tients. Even by the low standards—and,
my gosh, they are low—we have come
to expect from Senator MCCONNELL and
the majority in always, always sup-
porting the rich, always fighting for
the largest corporations, always fight-
ing for the people who have privilege
against struggling families, against
workers—40 percent of people in this
country don’t have $400 to their name
if they have an emergency to meet. In-
stead of dealing with that issue, it is
more tax cuts for the rich. It is more
cuts to Medicaid or to food stamps or
to the SNAP program or any of these
things.

Even by the low standards we have
come to expect from Leader MCcCON-
NELL and President Trump, this nomi-
nation I am going to talk about today,
Stephen Schwartz, is appalling. In one
sentence, he wants to abolish Social
Security—not scale back the cost of
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living, not throw a few people off So-
cial Security disability, not eliminate
survivors’ benefits; he wants to abolish
Social Security. You heard that right.

President Trump, on the stump—he
came to Ohio many times, my State,
and around the country—promised he
would protect Social Security, but now
he puts Stephen Schwartz on the
bench, a judge who wants to abolish it.

Stephen Schwartz wrote that Social
Security benefits were intended to pre-
vent ‘‘outright starvation.” He wasn’t
sitting at this desk, to be sure, in the
1930s when Social Security was started.
Obviously, he didn’t understand that
Social Security was one of three legs of
the stool: Social Security, private pen-
sion—we don’t have too many of those
anymore—and then savings that work-
ers were able to accrue.

He says that Social Security was
there to prevent ‘‘outright starvation,”
that Social Security has ‘‘become a
standard component of most retire-
ment programs.” That is kind of the
point, to make sure that every single
American who works her whole life and
pays into the system can have a decent
retirement. But for this man, Stephen
Schwartz, the man President Trump
and Leader MCCONNELL want to put on
a Federal court with jurisdiction—this
isn’t one of those lifetime judges who
are in one district that can do a little
bit of damage in the Northern District
of Ohio or in the Southern District of
Alabama—they can do plenty of dam-
age. But this is a man whom President
Trump and Leader MCCONNELL want to
put on a Federal court with jurisdic-
tion over the whole country. As long as
people aren’t literally starving to
death in retirement, that is enough, he
seems to think.

I would like Mr. Schwartz to come to
Ohio. I would like him to come to Gar-
field Heights. My wife and I live in the
city of Cleveland. Garfield Heights bor-
ders the city of Cleveland. I would like
him to come to Garfield Heights and go
to Carlo’s Barber Shop with me some-
day and just listen to people talk.
Carlo cuts the hair of a whole lot of re-
tired people. I would love to hear him
listen to the retired machinist or the
retired teacher and say to them that
this gentleman wants to serve in the
Federal Government, appointed by the
President of the United States, and
thinks that Social Security should be
eliminated. I want him to talk to the
nurses and the barbers and the teach-
ers. I want him to talk to Americans
who have paid into Social Security for
their whole lives.

Social Security is called social insur-
ance. It is like unemployment benefits.
It is like Medicare. Social Security—
you pay in every paycheck unless you
are really rich. Then you only pay in
for a few months. But you pay into it
every paycheck, understanding that it
is insurance, it is social insurance. You
pay in, and then when you retire or if
you get disabled—or if you die, your
children get the survivors’ benefits.
You pay in, paycheck after paycheck



S1288

after paycheck, and then when you
need it—that is the whole point of in-
surance—for disability, when you need
it for survivors’ benefits, if someone in
the family—if the breadwinner in the
family dies or you need it for retire-
ment, then you get it.

It is one more broken promise to
workers by President Trump, one more
betrayal.

Remember, at the beginning of the
year, President Trump went to Davos,
that sort of hoity-toity place in Swit-
zerland. While he was hobnobbing with
the global elite, he let slip his plan. He
changed his mind the next day, but it
is clear what he wanted. After his tax
handouts to billionaires and corpora-
tions blew up the deficit, President
Trump said he wants to pay for those
tax cuts—remember, 70 percent of the
Trump tax cuts went to the richest 1
percent.

That is why a year and a half ago you
saw the lobbyists going in and out of
MITcH MCCONNELL’s office, the leader’s
office, all saying: I want this tax cut
for this company and this tax cut for
that company. He wants to pay for all
that—the President said he wants to
pay for it by cutting Social Security
and Medicare. Think about that. All
these people pay into Social Security
and pay into Medicare every day of
their working lives—people starting at
16 or 15 or 17—they pay that through-
out their working lives, and then the
President says he wants to cut Medi-
care and Social Security in order to
pay for tax cuts for rich people.

He sold his giveaway to the wealthy
as a tax cut for the working people. It
wasn’t. He sold his tax cut to the
wealthy by saying it would raise
wages. It didn’t. People see Trump’s
tax scam for what it really was: a give-
away to corporations and the wealthi-
est tiny sliver, the 1 percent of this
country.

He said over and over that it would
mean raises for workers. He promised
that somehow these massive corporate
tax cuts, these giveaways to compa-
nies, would end up in workers’ pockets.
I heard him pledge to a group of Sen-
ators at the White House in the rel-
atively small Cabinet Room—I heard
him say that everybody is going to get
a $4,000 raise. Well, not. They obviously
didn’t.

He told workers last year, the month
after he signed the law: You are going
to start seeing a lot more money in
your paycheck.

One lie after another. He did say,
though, after signing the bill, when he
went to Mar-a-Lago and hung around
with his millionaire and billionaire
friends: I made you a lot richer today
when I signed that tax cut. He did live
up to that promise when he made them
richer. It just didn’t trickle down, shall
we say, to people making $30,000,
$50,000, and $80,000 a year.

Instead of investing in workers, these
corporations bought back trillions of
dollars of their own stock to line inves-
tors’ pockets. Meanwhile, the deficit
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exploded. We know what the corporate
crowd’s plan always is to deal with
deficits. You come into office, you cut
taxes on rich people. The deficit goes
up to over $1 trillion. So what do you
do? Oh, my gosh, the deficit is up. We
have to cut spending. Go after Medi-
care. Go after Social Security. Go after
Medicaid. Go after SNAP. Go after, in
my State, the Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnership, the MEP, which helps
local businesses create jobs. He cut
that to zero. He has cut programs and
all kinds of things that matter to
working-class, middle-class, and small-
business Americans, all to pay for that
tax cut. So much of what he does now
is to pay for that tax cut that blew a
hole in the deficit.

It all comes back to whose side you
are on. Do you stand with corporations,
or do you stand with workers? Do you
fight for Wall Street, or do you care
about the dignity of work and live the
dignity of work? We know for whom
Stephen Schwartz fights. He spent his
whole career trying to block protec-
tions for workers and students. He
tried to stop people from voting in
North Carolina. He has argued against
the retirement securities that workers
paid into their whole lives. And this is
his reward. He has fought voting
rights. He has worked to put Social Se-
curity out of business. He has always
stood with the most privileged and the
richest, and this is his reward from the
President of the United States and his
reward from Senator MCCONNELL, who
sits in the front of this room.

That is why he doesn’t belong on the
Federal bench. If you love this country,
you fight for the people who make it
work. President Trump promised to
fight for American workers, but this
President betrayed American workers
again and again and again.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
MCSALLY). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
as I mentioned yesterday as we were
preparing to vote on the motion to pro-
ceed to the American Energy Innova-
tion Act, there is much to like and
much to support in this energy reform
legislation we have proposed.

We are in the early stages here of leg-
islating, and I think it is probably fair
to say that perhaps we are a little
rusty. As we have told Members, we
hope to have a process that allows for
amendments from both sides, that
gives us an opportunity to debate these
important and timely issues.

As we legislate and as we move
through each step, it does require a
level of cooperation. Again, as I men-
tioned, we haven’t been legislating on a
weekly basis, so when it comes to just
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the process and the procedure of how
this all comes together, maybe we are
still in a little bit of a learning curve.

I have had an opportunity in previous
Congresses to be that first legislative
vehicle that we have really taken on in
a period of time. We have worked
through some of them successfully be-
fore—one, famously unsuccessful. I
don’t want this to fall into the ‘‘fa-
mously unsuccessful” category, so I am
encouraging Members to look criti-
cally at the bill we have introduced,
the American Energy Innovation Act,
and work with us through this amend-
ment process. We have received a num-
ber of what I would put in the ‘“‘non-
controversial bucket’” category that I
am hoping we will be able to accept,
and I am hoping we can work together
to incorporate those into our under-
lying measure.

I wanted to take just a few minutes
this afternoon to highlight why the in-
novation title within the American En-
ergy Innovation Act is so important
and what this bill will do to help sup-
port and increase innovation in Amer-
ica.

When you think about who we are as
Americans, what we are built on, we
are built on a foundation of ingenuity
and innovation. We pioneered the elec-
tric grid system. We pioneered nuclear
energy. We pioneered horizontal drill-
ing. These are many of the life-, econ-
omy-, and world-changing technologies
that you think of in this energy space,
and the United States has led in these
areas. But the policies underlying Fed-
eral energy R&D have not been updated
now in more than 12 years—a dozen
years since we have last updated, re-
freshed, modernized. So the question is
whether they fully reflect the range of
opportunities and challenges that we
have, and I would submit to you that
they do not. We haven’t kept pace with
everything that is happening around
us. It is important—it is incumbent
upon us to look to our policies.

Modernizing our energy laws will
support the scientific work undertaken
by the Department of Energy, by our
National Laboratories, and by our uni-
versities. It will also support the men
and the women who dedicate their ca-
reers to scientific pursuits, individuals
who truly form the backbone of Amer-
ican R&D and are a tremendous asset
to our country.

As I mentioned yesterday, those of us
on the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee have spent the last year
putting together this innovation pack-
age. Throughout that process, what we
heard in committee from the experts
was that three of the most promising
technologies for clean energy are en-
ergy storage; advanced nuclear; and
carbon capture, utilization, and stor-
age. These three areas, we are told, are
where the promise really is if you want
to focus on clean energy solutions. Our
composite bill prioritizes all three
technologies, as well as renewable en-
ergy and industrial and vehicle tech-
nologies.
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CCUS—carbon capture, utilization,
and storage—technologies will allow
coal and natural gas plants to avoid
greenhouse gas emissions and even
allow us to make useful products from
carbon dioxide. I have had an oppor-
tunity and I know some other col-
leagues have had an opportunity to go
to some of these laboratories—not only
in this country but overseas—where we
are taking that carbon, that waste
product, and we are turning it into
value—in other words, building mate-
rials, whether it is a sheetrock type of
a process or whether it is the equiva-
lent of cinder blocks made out of car-
bon, that waste. When we can change
this so we are taking a waste product
and converting it to value—talk about
technologies that can really change
how we operate.

Again, the carbon capture, utiliza-
tion, and storage technologies will
allow us to advance in that direction.
The bill also includes demonstration
and deployment programs that focus
on industrial emissions and direct air
capture, which will similarly reduce
emissions.

When you think about the prospects
and the possibilities for us with direct
air capture, it was not too many years
ago that it was a dream concept. Now
it is no longer a dream concept. We are
truly in the process of evaluating and
piloting some of these technologies.

I mentioned nuclear energy as one of
the three. Nuclear energy is our Na-
tion’s largest and most reliable source
of =zero-emission electricity. Within
this subtitle of this bill, we have in-
cluded the legislation I have been
working on, the Nuclear Energy Lead-
ership Act, which would demonstrate
advanced reactors to help restore our
national leadership and Kkeep our do-
mestic industry competitive with the
likes of Russia and China.

You have the CCUS and nuclear en-
ergy. The third area—the third really
transformative area—is storage. This
is, without a doubt, probably the most
popular topic within our bill. We have
included the BEST Act from Senator
CoLLINS, which creates a crosscutting
energy storage R&D program at the
Department of Energy. Its focus is on
long-duration energy storage that can
smooth out variable renewable energy
generation. This is a very significant
part of our bill.

With regard to industrial energy, our
innovation package includes language
that Senator WHITEHOUSE authored to
create a crosscutting R&D program to
reduce emissions in seven areas, in-
cluding chemical production, steel and
aluminum, high temperature process
heat generation, and industrial carbon
capture.

I think you will see from that provi-
sion that, again, it is making inroads
into those areas where we see the high-
est emissions within our industrial en-
ergy sector. As we see consumers de-
manding cleaner products, know that
our bill helps ensure that American in-
dustries are going to be prepared to de-
liver on that.
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Another area where we are pushing
forward, of course, is renewable energy,
which we look at and say has the op-
portunity to provide nearly limitless
power across America. The costs of
many of these technologies we have al-
ready seen come down significantly.
We take reasonable steps within this
bill to move wind, solar, geothermal,
marine, hydrokinetic, and other renew-
ables to full commercialization.

To give some specifics in this space,
in geothermal energy, we provide op-
portunities to responsibly develop
more of the resource with new tech-
niques and to coproduce critical min-
erals along with it.

In my State of Alaska, we have enor-
mous potential within the geothermal
space. Knowing that within this title,
we have an opportunity to really help
move out some of the new techniques
that are out there is significant.

For solar energy, we are working on
new applications like solar paint, ad-
dressing grid integration challenges,
and improving recycling. For marine
energy—marine hydrokinetic—we are
developing offshore testing centers to
scale up new concepts.

I remind colleagues, I come from a
State where we have more coastline
than the entire United States put to-
gether of all the coastal States there.
This is an area that I have long looked
to and said: Why are we not doing more
when it comes to tapping into our ma-
rine energy sources?

Our wind energy provisions include
offshore and floating wind development
and demonstration activities. We are
working to push out in the renewable
sector some of these areas where we
are still pioneering in many of these
ways. We have demonstrated wind on
land with great efficiency. How are we
doing with offshore? What more can we
be doing there?

By providing the Department of En-
ergy with new tools and direction, we
are helping to ensure the United States
remains the world leader in innovative
technologies.

One of the challenges we hear about
as we discuss these cool things in the
Energy Committee is how you get
these great cutting-edge ideas from the
lab to the market. To address that, our
bill reauthorizes the Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency-Energy. This is
ARPA-E. This is the entity that helps
these nascent technologies bridge the
so-called valley of death and reach
commercialization. ARPA-E has al-
ready delivered significant results with
nearly $3 billion in follow-on private fi-
nancing for its projects.

We had the Secretary for the Depart-
ment of Energy, Secretary Brouillette,
before the committee just today on a
budget hearing. He heard repeatedly
from members on both sides of the
aisle the value that comes from ARPA-
E. Of course, developing new and clean-
er and more affordable technologies
doesn’t benefit us just here at home; it
can also make a meaningful impact
around the world.
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We shouldn’t just develop and deploy
new technologies at home. We should
also sell them to other -countries
around the world. This is an incredible
opportunity for economic growth. We
know that we will simultaneously
lower global greenhouse gas emissions
and help to cement geopolitical rela-
tionships that can span generations.

We will be discussing more of the
component pieces within the American
Energy Innovation Act. You are going
to continue to hear me say that this is
good legislation, this is important leg-
islation, this is timely legislation—
after 12 years. But you don’t nec-
essarily have to take my word for it.
Consider the work of the American En-
ergy Innovation Council, which is led
by noted individuals, luminaries, like
Norm Augustine and Bill Gates. They
have found that at least 50 percent of
the U.S. annual GDP growth can be
traced to increases in innovation and
that innovation has been the predomi-
nant driver of U.S. economic growth
over the last century.

When we say that this Energy bill fo-
cuses on that innovation, recognize the
value that innovation brings to us in
the energy sector. The council’s mem-
bers have also observed that advances
in energy technology deserve par-
ticular attention since energy
underlies virtually every facet of mod-
ern life. Without a sufficient, reliable,
and affordable source of energy, the
U.S. economy would grind to a halt.

They are exactly right in their
words. Yet the United States continues
to allocate less than 0.1 percent of its
annual Federal outlays to energy R&D.
Put that into context. This is an after-
thought in our budget and, unfortu-
nately, in real life for too many Ameri-
cans. We take for granted that when
you pull up to the gas station, they are
going to have fuel there. We take for
granted that when you flip the light
switch, the lights are going to come on.
The reality is, it takes a tremendous
amount of work to make that happen.
It is innovation that brings this all to
us.
Innovation is worth it. The proof is
literally around us with everything we
do. Given our history, given our people,
given our institutions, I know this
country can continue to lead the way
on new technologies. What we need to
do is make sure we have policies that
help further incent them, that do not
drag down that opportunity to meet
those challenges.

I am confident that we have a good
bill in front of us, a strong bill in front
of us. I appreciate the support that the
Senate has shown for our bill thus far.
I look forward to working on amend-
ments as the week continues. I urge
colleagues to provide us with those
matters that you have been working
on. We want to try to accommodate,
but we also recognize that we haven’t
been in this process before where we
have had the opportunity for open
amendments. We want to try do it
right. We want to try to be efficient, as
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we do in the Energy Committee, and
we want to be fair to our colleagues.

With that, I look forward to the
input and the cooperation from fellow
Senators as we proceed with the discus-
sion about the American Energy Inno-
vation Act.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the
order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I am here today for the 267th
time to call this Chamber to wake up
to the threat of climate change. My
chart here is getting a little dog-eared
with use.

Let me dive right in with a report
from over 30 years ago that was pre-
sented to a major conference here in
Washington, DC. On the very first page
of this report it says:

Increases in atmospheric concentration of
carbon dioxide (CO,) and other key gases . . .
that are opaque to portions of the infrared
spectrum result in the ‘‘greenhouse effect’
or global warming. When short wavelength
infrared radiation from the sun warms the
earth’s surface, and this heat is later radi-
ated from the earth, some gases in the at-
mosphere are not transparent to the longer
wavelength re-radiation, the heat does not
escape, and the atmosphere becomes warmer,
much as does the interior of a greenhouse.

That is a flawless description of cli-
mate change. I wonder who wrote it.
Well, let me continue.

After some hedging about the state
of the science and the uncertainty sur-
rounding how much climate change
could be attributed to humans at that
point in time, this same report delves
into the expected effects of climate
change on our planet. It reads:

There is qualitative agreement among
prognosticators that sea levels will rise, wet-
lands will flood, salt water will infuse fresh
water supplies, and there will be changes in
the distribution of tree and crop species and
agricultural productivity.

Wow. That is really accurate. That is
all the stuff we are actually seeing hap-
pen right now. Gosh, I wonder who
wrote that. Let’s continue on through
the report.

A significant rise in sea levels will flood
now habitable land in some countries. . . .
Developed countries may be able to protect
their cities, at least for some years, by build-
ing levees and dikes at a considerable cost to
avoid major displacements of people and
their economic bases.

We are also seeing that. Impressive—
whoever wrote this report really got
this quite accurately 30 years ago.

Let me go on with the report:

These same actions will affect wetlands
and it may not be possible to protect both
coastal and wetland areas.

Once you have built your dike, it
pushes water out into wetland areas.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The report says:

Flooding will intrude into water supplies,
such as coastal cities (e.g. Miami and New
Orleans) .. . .

Wow. Who wrote this? This is good.

It continues:

Changes in temperature patterns will af-
fect natural ecosystems by altering the dis-
tributions of species, and affecting forestry
and silviculture. Under various scenarios,
commonly harvested species will move north
and try to grow in different soil types.
Ranges of particular species are likely to
change because trees in the southern part of
the present range may die off much more
quickly than they can propagate further
north .. ..

This is all stuff we are seeing now—
all predicted 30 years ago in this re-
port. Wow. I wonder who wrote it.

I will continue quoting the report:

Similarly, crop lands will change. In
present farm areas, there will be greater reli-
ance on irrigation. The stress will depend on
changes in precipitation patterns, which is
now difficult (at best) to predict. Grain pro-
duction will move north and productivity
may fall because of differing soil types. Glob-
al warming could expand the northern range
of livestock disease and pests .. . .

Still quoting from this report:

Global warming will affect snowfall pat-
terns, hence melt, and affect water supplies.
Most of California’s water supplies are from
snow melt and if snow is reduced to rain, or
melts quickly during the winter, water sup-
plies in the summer will be less than now.

Wow. Thirty years ago they predicted
all of that. That is really impressive.
Fast forward to today, and that is ex-
actly what we are seeing. All of it is
underway already. Sea level rise is al-
ready happening. The tide gauge in
Naval Station Newport, in my home
State of Rhode Island, shows over 10
inches of sea level rise over the last
century. Temperatures are up globally,
with some areas measuring increases
well above 2 degrees Celsius. Wildlife
and plants are indeed shifting away
from the equator, like the maple trees
whose range is creeping out of the
United States toward Canada. And, of
course, we have seen water tables con-
tinue to drop as temperatures rise and
snowpack dwindles.

Wow. This report was so accurate.
Who wrote it?

Well, let’s look for a minute at the
prescriptions that the report lays out.
What should we do about this problem
it describes so accurately? Those pre-
scriptions are pretty good for 30 years
ago, too. Here is what its authors reck-
on typical, sensible governments would
do in response to climate change:

(1) Reduce the emissions of CO, by reduc-
ing the use or mix of fossil fuels; (2) Reduce
the emissions of potential pollutants; (3) Im-
prove energy efficiency; (4) Ban or restrict
the manufacture of certain chemicals; and
(5) Seek to affect the natural emissions of
key chemical compounds.

Wow. Indeed, governments around
the world have adopted these policies.
There are dozens of carbon pricing re-
gimes in place, including in some of
our biggest global competitors, like
the program China is rolling out this
yvear. There are comprehensive energy
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efficiency programs and bans on cli-
mate-damaging chemicals like HFCs
and global efforts to harness natural
processes like growing trees to seques-
ter carbon.

That is really good prescription, who-
ever wrote it. This rigorous analysis
was so good that its authors eagerly
thrust it into the hands of political
leaders here in the United States. Not
only did the authors present it to the
Symposium on Industrial Development
and Climate Change in May 1989, but
they submitted it to the U.S. House of
Representatives at a hearing on the
same day. In the hearing, the authors
condemned the House committee on
climate-related legislation and ex-
pressed support for ‘‘coordinat[ing] fed-
eral research and national global cli-
mate change policy efforts.”

So who was it? Who was this sensible,
forward-thinking group that lauded a
smart bill 30 years ago that was de-
signed to prepare us for climate
change? Who was it over 30 years ago
who presented all of these sound find-
ings and recommendations to inter-
national business leaders and to Mem-
bers of Congress? Who was it? Hold
your breath. It was the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce—the biggest, most power-
ful trade group in Washington and one
of the biggest obstructors of climate
action in Washington today, according
to the nonpartisan watchdog Influence
Map.

Here is a chart showing the big cor-
porate players in Washington on cli-
mate. The good guys are over here on
the green side, and the bad guys are
over here on the red side. The worst is
that climate miscreant, Marathon Pe-
troleum, that is busy messing around
with electronic vehicle taxes and mess-
ing around with vehicle fuel efficiency
standards. Yet, right here, lined up
with Phillips 66, the Southern Com-
pany, and Marathon Petroleum, is—
boom—the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
It is way over on the far side of climate
obstruction and denial.

As Influence Map’s Dylan Tanner tes-
tified last fall, ‘““The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce . . . is likely the most au-
thoritative voice of American busi-
ness,” and it has been one of the most
ardent opponents of climate action.

It is just gross. The chamber knew
about this problem early on. It took its
own sound climate report to business
leaders and to the U.S. Congress in the
1980s. It described then what we are
seeing now. It described then what it
has denied since then. It made rec-
ommendations that we are still push-
ing for now. It was poised back then, in
the 1980s, to be a part of the solution to
climate change—to get onto this prob-
lem early before it metastasized into
the climate crisis we experience today.

Instead, here is what the chamber
did: It opposed one comprehensive cli-
mate bill after another in Congress. It
opposed them all—the bipartisan cap
and trade bill in 2005, the Energy Pol-
icy Act. The chamber sent out a Key
Vote Alert signal that whoever voted
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in favor of the bill could face an on-
slaught of political attacks in the next
election. That is another feature of the
chamber’s climate obstruction.

It runs TV ads against candidates
who might do something about the cli-
mate. Here are some hot moments from
some of its climate attack ads: If we
were to do anything about climate
change, obviously, you would be freez-
ing in your bed, wearing your coat
while in a sleeping bag with your cov-
ers. Clearly, you would have to cook
your breakfast over candles, in a tin
can, and you would have to walk to
work.

That is its crooked, political elec-
tioneering image of what doing some-
thing about climate change would
mean for Americans. There is its logo,
proudly, on that whole pack of lies.

In 2007, the chamber ran political TV
ads against climate legislation, mak-
ing all of those threats: People would
be prevented from heating their homes.
People wouldn’t be able to drive to
work. People would cook over candles.

Then, in 2009, the chamber led the
charge against the Waxman-Markey
bill. The chamber tanked Waxman-
Markey, and since then, the Repub-
licans in Congress have refused to hold
hearings on, to mark up, to debate, or
to vote on any legislation that pro-
poses a policy framework for economy-
wide reductions in carbon pollution.
We have a lost decade, in significant
respects, thanks to the misbehavior of
the chamber of commerce—the largest,
most powerful lobbying force in our
country.

The chamber doesn’t just try to beat
climate action in Congress; the cham-
ber also has fought climate action in
the courts, and it has fought climate
action in the agencies of the executive
branch. Here are some lowlights of
chamber mischief:

In 2010, the chamber sued the EPA
and sought to overturn the finding that
greenhouse gas emissions endanger
public health and welfare. Disabling
the endangerment finding would crip-
ple the EPA’s ability to regulate car-
bon under the Clean Air Act. When the
courts rejected the chamber’s lawsuit,
the chamber became central command
for corporate lawyers, coal lobbyists,
and Republican political strategists
who devised the legal schemes to fight
climate regulations. This produced an-
other chamber lawsuit to block the
Clean Power Plan to reduce carbon pol-
lution from powerplants.

Of course, once President Trump
took office, the chamber switched from
defense and obstruction to offense and
began attacking Obama administration
rules that limited carbon pollution.
The chamber even funded the phony re-
port that President Trump used as his
justification for leaving the Paris ac-
cord. That is the contribution to this
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. It
authored 30 years ago the report that I
read from. It made the recommenda-
tions 30 years ago about fixing this
problem. Then it turned into this cli-
mate obstruction, political monster.
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Worst of all, the chamber has been
fighting science itself. It actually pro-
posed putting the evidence of climate
change on trial in what its own offi-
cials branded as the ‘‘Scopes monkey
trial of the 21st century.” The chamber
said the trial ‘“‘would be evolution
versus creationism.” Of course, the
chamber has been the 800-pound gorilla
in elections that every Member of Con-
gress and candidate for Congress knows
all too well.

The 2010 Citizens United decision al-
lowed what we call outside groups,
anonymous groups, to spend unlimited
sums on electioneering activities. In
the wake of that decision, the chamber
has funneled, roughly, $150 million into
congressional races—$150 million. This
makes the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
the largest spender of undisclosed do-
nations on congressional races—the
largest spender of what we call dark
money on congressional races.

If you dare cross the chamber or
don’t subscribe to its climate denial-
climate obstruction point of view, you
risk its running an ad against you like
this ad, which was run against a U.S.
Senate candidate in Pennsylvania in
2016. This is toward the end of the ad,
and the theory of the ad is that the
candidate is so determined to tax en-
ergy that she is going to tax the energy
of these women’s children who are run-
ning around on a playground.

Here are two moms on a playground
who are watching their children run
around, and the setup is: Oh, wow. How
energetic Johnny and Billy are. Oh, but
don’t you know? The Senate campaign
is going to tax their energy.

“Run, Jimmy. Run’ is the punch
line.

Classy.

So what gives? How did the chamber
go from being the sensible climate re-
alist to the hardened climate obstruc-
tor?

The answer is pretty simple—fossil
fuel money.

As Influence Map’s Dylan Tanner
told us at our hearing, big trade groups
like the chamber tend to adopt the
lowest common denominator positions
on climate of their most oppositional
members. For the chamber, that lowest
common denominator is Big Oil and
other fossil fuel giants.

Fossil fuel uses the chamber as its
tool to defend—at all costs—what the
International Monetary Fund esti-
mates as being a $650 billion subsidy in
the United States. That was the num-
ber estimated by the IMF for 2015—a
$650 billion subsidy to fossil fuel for
getting away with what economists
call negative externalities—shoving
their costs on other people. If you be-
lieve in market economics, those nega-
tive externalities should be baked into
the cost of the product, but they don’t
want that. They want the public to
bear the cost so they can sell their
products cheaper. That is a subsidy,
and it is a $650 billion subsidy every
year. So giving the chamber, let’s say,
$150 million to spend is chump change
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against $6560 billion. That is exactly
what the chamber does. It lets itself be
used by fossil fuel interests to deliver
this message.

What about the rest of the chamber’s
members? Not everybody in the cham-
ber is a fossil fuel company.

Big tech, what about you guys? You
have companies in your ranks who
claim to care a lot about the climate.

Google, for instance, has the com-
pany motto: ‘“Don’t Be Evil.” Google
warns its investors that climate
change threatens its operations, that
its “‘systems are vulnerable to damage
or interruption from natural disasters
[and] the effects of climate change
(such as sea-level rise, drought, flood-
ing, wildfires, and increased storm se-
verity).”

Google also tells investors that
“[c]limate change is one of the most
significant global challenges of our
time” and that it has a goal to reach
100-percent renewable energy for its op-
erations. Google even signed the Cor-
porate Renewable Energy Buyers’ Prin-
ciples and the American Business Act
on Climate Pledge. Yet Google also
funds the chamber’s anti-climate cru-
sade.

I don’t know about my colleagues,
but Google does not come to my office
and say: Hey, you need to do something
good on climate. Google has a million
issues it lobbies us on, but they are not
on climate change. On climate change,
it supports the chamber of commerce,
and the chamber of commerce is our
adversary.

Look at the big food and beverage
companies. They have crops—a supply
chain of grain and fruit and vegetables.
They have crops that the chamber’s re-
port of 30 years ago told us would be af-
fected by climate change. Those crops
are the bread and butter—the supply
chain—of these big food and beverage
companies. Where are they?

Many food and beverage companies
say they understand the threat of cli-
mate change. Pepsi signed the Ceres
BICEP Climate Declaration and the
Prince of Wales’s Corporate Leaders
Group Trillion Tonne Communique.
Those were both important commit-
ments to climate action. There is
Pepsi’s rival, Coca-Cola. Coke says it
plans to reduce CO, emissions by 25
percent and that to do so will work to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions across
its value chain and make comprehen-
sive carbon footprint reductions across
its manufacturing processes, packaging
formats, delivery fleet, refrigeration
equipment, and ingredient sourcing.
Yet both Coke and Pepsi fund the
chamber of commerce’s denial and ob-
struction operation, and they fund the
American Beverage Association—their
little beverage trade association—
which, in turn, runs more money to the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

What is the net result here in Con-
gress of all of that?

You have two companies that ac-
tively reduce their carbon emissions
and enthusiastically, publicly, support
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good climate policy, but in Congress,
through their funding of the chamber,
they take the position of opposing cli-
mate action here in Washington—the
place where it really, really counts.

Decades ago, one of most powerful
political forces in Washington, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, knew climate
change was coming. It wrote that re-
port. It described how global warming
happened. It described what the con-
sequences were going to be in the
oceans, in the agricultural sector,
across our country. It made regula-
tions as to how to head it off. It under-
stood the risks. It knew. It knew what
we needed to do to head off the worst
consequences and, even back then, sup-
ported legislation to help us prepare.

Then, in came the fossil fuel indus-
try. The chamber will not tell us how
they are funded. I could tell you right
now how this all worked except that
the chamber will not disclose how it is
funded. But it sure looks as though
floods of fossil fuel money came in and
bought the chamber, caused it to
change its position on the facts of cli-
mate change, caused it to change its
position on the consequences of cli-
mate change, caused it to change its
position on what we needed to do to
head off climate change.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce let
itself be bought by the fossil fuel indus-
try. And thanks to the greed of that
one-member industry, the fossil fuel
folks, and thanks to the indifference of
the others—thanks to the indifference
of the tech sector, the indifference of
the ag sector—we still have yet to act,
30 years later.

At the close of the chamber’s report
is a really telling quote from the satir-
ical comic strip ‘“Pogo.” ‘“‘Pogo,” in a
legendary cartoon from when I was
about as young as the pages here, says:
We have met the enemy, and it is us.

The chamber quotes that at the end
of its report: “We have met the enemy,
and it is us.”

Well, that was an observation about
what was going wrong with the planet
and how it was our emissions that were
causing it. We have met the enemy; we
see this danger; we understand it; and
we are the cause of it. It is us.

But at the same time, it is also like
a preconfession by the chamber: ‘“We
have met the enemy, and it is us.” For
30 years, the chamber has been the
enemy. Since Citizens United, it has
been an implacable enemy. They have
been wrong on climate. They knew it 30
years ago; they know it now.

We need to fix this, and we need cor-
porate America to extract itself from
the thrall of the evildoers in its midst,
and we need to solve, at last, this prob-
lem.

So time to wake up.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
20-12 concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Israel for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $2.40 billion. After
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan
to issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 20-12

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Israel.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $2.25 billion.

Other $0.15 billion.

Total $2.40 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to eight (8) KC-46 Aircraft

Up to seventeen (17) PW4062 Turbofan En-
gines (16 installed, 1 spare).

Up to eighteen (18) MAGR 2K-GPS SAASM
Receivers (16 installed, 2 spares).

Non-MDE: Also included are AN/ARC-210
U/VHF radios, APX-119 Identification Friend
or Foe transponders, initial spares and repair

parts, consumables, support equipment,
technical data, engineering change pro-
posals, publications, Field Service Rep-

resentatives (FSRs), repair and return, depot
maintenance, training and training equip-
ment, contractor technical and logistics per-
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sonnel services, U.S. Government and con-
tractor representative support, Group A and
B installation for subsystems, flight test and
certification, other related elements of logis-
tics support and training.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (IS-D-
YAG).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 3, 2020.

*As defined in Section 47

(6) of the Arms Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Israel—KC-46A Aerial Refueling Aircraft
The Government of Israel has requested to

buy up to eight (8) KC-46 aircraft; up to sev-
enteen (17) PW4062 turbofan engines (16 in-
stalled, 1 spare); and up to eighteen (18)
MAGR 2K-GPS SAASM receivers (16 in-
stalled, 2 spares). Also included are AN/ARC-
210 U/VHF radios, APX-119 Identification
Friend or Foe transponders, initial spares
and repair parts, consumables, support
equipment, technical data, engineering
change proposals, publications, Field Service
Representatives (FSRs), repair and return,
depot maintenance, training and training
equipment, contractor technical and logis-
tics personnel services, U.S. Government and
contractor representative support, Group A
and B installation for subsystems, flight test
and certification, other related elements of
logistics support and training. The total es-
timated program cost is $2.4 billion.

The United States is committed to the se-
curity of Israel, and it is vital to U.S. na-
tional interests to assist Israel to develop
and maintain a strong and ready self-defense
capability. This proposed sale is consistent
with those objectives.

The proposed sale further supports the for-
eign policy and national security of the
United States by allowing Israel to provide a
redundant capability to U.S. assets within
the region, potentially freeing U.S. assets for
use elsewhere during times of war. Aerial re-
fueling and strategic airlift are consistently
cited as significant shortfalls for our allies.
In addition, the sale improves Israel’s na-
tional security posture as a key U.S. ally.
Israel will have no difficulty absorbing this
equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed equipment and support will
not alter the basic military balance in the
region.

The principal contractors will be Boeing
Corporation, Everett, WA, for the aircraft;
and Raytheon Company, Waltham, MA, for
the MAGR 2K. There are no known offset
agreements proposed in connection with this
potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the assignment of two U.S. field serv-
ice/contractor representatives to Israel.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 20-12

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Boeing KC-46 is an aerial refueling
aircraft with two (2) Pratt & Whitney Model
4062 (PW4062) Turbofan engines. The KC-46
evolved from the Boeing 767-200ER passenger
aircraft and the 767-2C provision freighter.
Refueling systems and military avionics
have been added to the aircraft.

2. The Miniature Airborne Global Posi-
tioning System Receiver 2000 (MAGR 2K)
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with Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing
Module (SAASM) design is a GPS Receiver
Applications Module based open system ar-
chitecture that is modular in design and in-
corporates modern electronics. The MAGR
2K is a form, fit, and function backward com-
patible replacement of the MAGR, and pro-
vides enhancements including improved ac-
quisition and GPS solution performance, all-
in-view GPS satellite tracking and GPS in-
tegrity.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures or equivalent systems which might
reduce system effectiveness or be used in the
development of a system with similar or ad-
vanced capabilities.

4. A determination has been made that
Israel can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Israel.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unaminous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
20-03 concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Morocco for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $239.35 million.
After this letter is delivered to your office,
we plan to issue a news release to notify the
public of this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,

Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 20-03
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended
(i) Prospective Purchaser: Kingdom of Mo-
rocco.
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(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $211.18 million.

Other $28.17 million.

Total $239.35 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Twenty five (25) M88A2 Heavy Equipment
Recovery Combat Utility Lift and Evacu-
ation System (HERCULES) Vehicles and/or
M88A1 Long Supply HERCULES Refurbished
Vehicles.

Twenty-five (256) M2 .50 Caliber Machine
Guns.

Non-MDE: Also included are twenty five
(26) export Single Channel Ground and Air-
borne Radio System (SINCGARS); twenty
five (25) AN/PSN-13A Defense Advanced
Global Positioning System (GPS) Receiver
(DAGR) with Selective-Availability/Anti-
Spoofing Module (SAASM); thirty (30) AN/
VAS-5B Driver Vision Enhancer (DVE) kits;
twenty five (25) M239 or M250 smoke grenade
launchers; one thousand eight hundred (1,800)
MT76 (G826) or L8A1/LL8A3 (G815) smoke gre-
nade rounds; spare parts; support equipment;
depot level support; Government-Furnished
Equipment (GFE); repair parts; communica-
tion support equipment; communication
equipment integration; tools and test equip-
ment; training; training simulators; repair
and return program; U.S. Government and
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services; Technical Assistance
Field Team (TAFT); and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support. Ad-
ditionally, the following recommended basic
load ammunition may be included upon re-
quest from customer: twenty five thousand
(25,000) AbB76 cartridges, .50 caliber linked 4
APUVAPI-T F/M2; three hundred (300) G815—
grenade, smoke screening LL8A1/A3; two thou-
sand five hundred (2,500) Ab541—50 armor
piercing incendiary, tracer M20 F/M2; ninety-
one thousand eight hundred (91,800) Ab557—
cartridge, .50 caliber 4 ball/l tracer linked
M33 F/M2; fifty four thousand (54,000) A598—
cartridge, .50 caliber blank F/M2; other tech-
nical assistance and support equipment; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (MO-B-
UTS).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 3, 2020.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Morocco—M88A2 Heavy Equipment Recovery
Combat Utility Lift and Evacuation Sys-
tem (HERCULES), Support, and Equip-
ment

The Government of Morocco has requested
to buy twenty five (25) M88A2 Heavy Equip-
ment Recovery Combat Utility Lift and
Evacuation System (HERCULES) vehicles
and/or M88A1 long supply HERCULES refur-
bished vehicles; and twenty-five (25) M2 .50
caliber machine guns. Also included are
twenty five (25) export Single Channel
Ground and Airborne Radio System
(SINCGARS); twenty five (25) AN/PSN-13A
Defense Advanced Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) Receiver (DAGR) with Selective-
Availability/Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM);
thirty (30) AN/VAS-5B Driver Vision
Enhancer (DVE) kits; twenty five (25) M239
or M250 smoke grenade launchers; one thou-
sand eight hundred (1,800) M76 (G826) or L8A1/
L8A3 (G815) smoke grenade rounds; spare
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parts; support equipment; depot level sup-
port; Government-Furnished Equipment
(GFE); repair parts; communication support
equipment; communication equipment inte-
gration; tools and test equipment; training;
training simulators; repair and return pro-
gram; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical, and logistics support
services; Technical Assistance Field Team
(TAFT); and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. Additionally, the
following recommended basic load ammuni-
tion may be included upon request from cus-
tomer: twenty five thousand (25,000) Ab576
cartridges, .50 caliber linked 4 API/API-T F/
M2; three hundred (300) G8l5—grenade,
smoke screening LL8A1/A3; two thousand five
hundred (2,500) A541—50 armor piercing in-
cendiary, tracer M20 F/M2; ninety-one thou-
sand eight hundred (91,800) Ab57—cartridge,
.50 caliber 4 ball/l tracer linked M33 F/M2;
fifty four thousand (54,000) A598—cartridge,
.60 caliber blank F/M2; other technical as-
sistance and support equipment; and other
related elements of logistics and program
support. The total estimated cost is $239.35
million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by helping to improve the security of
a major non-NATO ally that continues to be
an important force for political stability and
economic progress in North Africa.

The proposed sale will improve Morocco’s
capability to meet current and future com-
bat vehicle recovery requirements. Morocco
will use the enhanced capability to enable
armored forces training to strengthen its
homeland defense and deter regional threats.
Morocco intends to use these defense articles
and services to modernize its armed forces
by updating their combat vehicle recovery
capability in pace with their armored unit
upgrades. Morocco will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing these vehicles into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
services will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be BAE,
York, Pennsylvania. The purchaser typically
requests offsets. Any offset agreement will
be defined in negotiations between the pur-
chaser and the contractor(s).

Implementation of this sale will require
the assignment of approximately 30 U.S.
Government or contractor representatives to
travel to Morocco for equipment de-proc-
essing/fielding, system checkout and new
equipment training.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 20-03

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The M88A2 Improved Recovery Vehicle
HERCULES (Heavy Equipment Recovery
Combat Utility Lift and Evacuation System)
recovers tanks mired to different depths, re-
moves and replaces tank turrets and power
packs, and uprights overturned heavy com-
bat vehicles. The main winch on the M88A2
is capable of a 70-ton, single-line recovery,
allowing the HERCULES to provide recovery
of the 70-ton M1A2 Abrams tanks. The high-
est level of information that could be trans-
ferred with the sale of HERCULES is UN-
CLASSIFIED.

2. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system
effectiveness or be used in the development
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of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities.

3. A determination has been made that Mo-
rocco can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance
of the U.S. foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Morocco.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM
WALLACE COVINGTON

Ms. SINEMA. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the esteemed ca-
reer and public service of Dr. William
Wallace Covington, who is retiring as
regents’ professor of forestry at North-
ern Arizona University, NAU.

As founder and director of NAU’s Ec-
ological Restoration Institute, Dr. Cov-
ington’s research has substantially
contributed to our understanding of
the conditions necessary to maintain
healthy forest ecosystems. His dem-
onstrations that selective thinning and
controlled fires may mitigate more in-
tense, destructive fires have undoubt-
edly helped save significant swathes of
southwestern ponderosa pine forests,
including those found in Arizona.

Dr. Covington was recognized as an
Outstanding Teaching Scholar by NAU,
and received the Biswell Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Associa-
tion for Fire Ecology, has testified be-
fore both congressional and State nat-
ural resource committees and advised a
former Chief of the U.S. Forest Service
and former Secretary of the Interior.
Dr. Covington’s dedication to novel re-
search and evidence-driven outcomes
has been essential in safeguarding our
communities from uncontrolled fires.

I thank Dr. Covington for his years of
dedicated work and public service on
behalf of Arizona, the Southwest, and
the American people.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD a letter from
Bruce Babbitt recognizing Dr. Cov-
ington.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

JANUARY 26, 2019.
Hon. KYRSTEN SINEMA,
U.S. Senator,
Washington, DC.
Hon. MARTHA MCSALLY,
U.S. Senator,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR SINEMA AND SENATOR
McSALLY: I write to support Congressional
recognition of the remarkable career and
public service of Professor Wallace Cov-
ington who is retiring as Regents Professor
of Forestry at Northern Arizona University.

Professor Covington’s work came to my at-
tention back in 1993. At the Interior Depart-
ment we were confronted with a rapid in-
crease in large, destructive fires in the west-
ern ponderosa forest in the Southwest. In re-
sponse to a proposal from Covington, the De-
partment dedicated an extensive forest tract
at Mt. Trumbull north of the Grand Canyon
for large scale experimentation, and we
began to fund his work.
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What emerged from the Mt. Trumbull ex-
periment was a new understanding of pre-
settlement open forests that were main-
tained free of dense thickets and underbrush
by frequent, low intensity natural fires. Fol-
lowing European settlement, these natural
forests became overly dense as a result of
fire suppression and over grazing. With so
much unnatural fuel accumulation, forest
fires have become more intense, widespread
and destructive.

Covington’s work at Mount Trumbull dem-
onstrated that these forests could be brought
back to a more natural condition by a care-
fully controlled process of selective thinning
and the application of low intensity pre-
scribed fire.

Covington has since taken his academic
work to the policy level by organizing sup-
port for large scale restoration programs.
The Congress, with leadership from Senator
Kyl, has supported creation of the Ecological
Restoration Institute at Northern Arizona
University and comparable centers at Colo-
rado State University and New Mexico High-
lands University.

This work continues today with support
from local governments and environmental
groups. An example is the 4FRI project, a
twenty year restoration project across sev-
eral million acres in northern Arizona, man-
aged by the Forest Service with support
from the Congress and a broad coalition of
state and federal agencies, local commu-
nities and environmental organizations.

Covington’s work is an outstanding exam-
ple of science in action under leadership
from a dedicated public servant, forging con-
sensus policy changes that are now restoring
forests, and safeguarding communities from
uncontrolled wildfire.

His work and advocacy has been of ines-
timable benefit to the American people.

Sincerely,
BRUCE BABBITT.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING PRESTIGE
AMERITECH

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, as
chairman of the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, each
week I recognize a small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit, which drives our econ-
omy. This week, it is my pleasure to
honor Prestige Ameritech of North
Richland Hills, TX, as the Senate
Small Business of the Week.

When Kimberly-Clark Corporation
closed its medical protective gear man-
ufacturing facilities in the TUnited
States, Dan Reese and Mike Bowen
sought to revitalize this critical indus-
try. Since 2006, Dan and Mike have led
Prestige Ameritech, which specializes
in manufacturing high-quality medical
protective gear. During the HINI swine
flu epidemic in 2009, Prestige
Ameritech worked around the clock to
produce critical protective equipment,
including N95 respirators, medical face
shields, and medical goggles. As the
epidemic subsided, Prestige Ameritech
struggled as its clients returned to for-
eign products instead of continuing to
support this vital industry. Dozens of
workers were laid off as the company
fought to survive.

Now, 14 years later, Prestige
Ameritech is the largest domestic sur-
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gical mask manufacturer, employing
about 100 workers. They are certified
as an FDA Registered Facility,
HUBZone, and a certified Native Amer-
ican Owned Business. As a leading ad-
vocate of medical supply chain secu-
rity, Prestige Ameritech supports de-
velopment of the medical industrial
sector in the United States. According
to the Department of Health and
Human Services, more than 90 percent
of surgical masks sold in the United
States are manufactured overseas. If a
public health emergency arose, Dan
and Mike have warned, disruptions in
mask supply could endanger millions
of Americans.

For over a decade, since the HINI
swine flu epidemic, Prestige Ameritech
has strengthened industry partnerships
and warned government officials of the
dangers of exporting our medical indus-
trial capacity. As part of the Secure
Mask Supply Association—SMSA—
Prestige Ameritech works with domes-
tically owned and operated surgical
and respirator mask manufacturers to
raise awareness regarding the impor-
tance of prevention and readiness by
creating and maintaining an infra-
structure for an American-made mask
supply. For years, Prestige Ameritech
and SMSA sounded the alarm about
the vulnerability of American medical
supply chains.

In response to the growing
coronavirus outbreak, Prestige
Ameritech has ramped up their daily
production to 600,000 masks. Their
work provides protection for millions
worldwide, from healthcare workers to
American citizens abroad. Due to in-
creased demand, they have prioritized
supplying hospitals and medical instal-
lations with personal protective equip-
ment. The disruption of American med-
ical supply chains has catapulted Pres-
tige Ameritech into the spotlight,
highlighting the vital importance of
their work. They have been profiled in
national news outlets including the
New York Times, Washington Post,
Wired, and CNN. Through this surge in
interest, Prestige Ameritech has re-
mained committed to their mission,
driving home the need for a resurgence
of domestic industrial medial sup-
pliers.

Recognizing their foresight, knowl-
edge, and courage, I am proud to con-
gratulate Dan, Mike, and the entire
Prestige Ameritech team for being
named as the Senate Small Business of
the Week. I look forward to watching
your continued growth, advocacy, and
leadership in this critical segment of
our industrial sector.e

REMEMBERING WILLIAM
FULGINITI

e Mr. UDALL. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a great
New Mexican, William Fulginiti, who
for 43 years led the New Mexico Munic-
ipal League. Sadly, Bill passed away
February 25, 2020, at the age of 78, sur-
rounded by family and those he loved.
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Bill held the position of executive di-
rector of the State municipal league
for over four decades because, for all
those years, he led the organization
with skill, energy, commitment, and
vision. The New Mexico Municipal
League is 106 incorporated municipali-
ties and 14 other organizations strong
because of Bill’s work over the years
growing the organization. The league
functions as one of the most effective
voices for New Mexico communities in
our State. Over two-thirds of New
Mexico’s population resides in incor-
porated municipalities. While Bill’s re-
sponsibility for promoting those com-
munities was great, he gladly took on
the challenge and achieved enormous
success over the years.

Bill was a staple in New Mexico poli-
tics, a staple at the State legislature.
His work was, in large part, responsible
for giving the municipal league the
strong voice it now has. Bill knew the
facts. He knew the programs. He knew
the laws. He knew the people. He un-
derstood the complexities of how cities
work and brought his deft negotiating
skills to the table to further the inter-
ests of communities around the State.
He was, according to Roundhouse vet-
erans, ‘‘a force to be reckoned with.”

Bill helped launch the New Mexico
Self Insurers Fund and the National
League of Cities Mutual Insurance
Fund, and he initiated the first bond
pool for New Mexico cities so they
could access national bond markets
and save money on interest rates.

Bill’s reach was wide. At various
times, he served on the board of direc-
tors of the National League of Cities.
He testified before Congress on the in-
frastructure needs of cities. At the
time of his passing, he served as vice
chair of the New Mexico Finance Au-
thority, a legislatively created agency
that helps finance important infra-
structure projects for cities, counties,
and State agencies. And he was serving
as a member on the State water trust
board, a board that funds water
projects critical to our arid State.

Over the years, Bill’s work earned
him the Governor’s Distinguished Pub-
lic Service Award and the New Mexico
Distinguished Public Administration
Award, among other awards.

Bill’s many decades of public service
also included serving our Nation for 8
years in the U.S. Air Force. Bill earned
his master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity.

Bill served our State with integrity,
honesty, and a sense of humor, and he
helped mentor the next generation of
public servants.

Bill’s influence in our State was far
and wide. His work will continue to
have a positive impact in the years to
come. We will miss you, Bill, but we
will not forget you.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
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the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

————————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4351. An act to require certain grant-
ees under title I of the Housing and Commu-
nity Development Act of 1974 to submit a
plan to track discriminatory land use poli-
cies, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5003. An act to amend the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act to provide enhanced
protection against debt collector harassment
of members of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 5931. An act to require a review of the
effects of FHA mortgage insurance policies,
practices, and products on small-dollar
mortgage lending, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5932. An act to ensure greater trans-
parency regarding the terms and conditions
of financing provided by the People’s Repub-
lic of China to member states of the inter-
national financial institutions.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 12:27 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 4998. An act to prohibit certain Fed-
eral subsidies from being used to purchase
communications equipment or services pos-
ing national security risks, to provide for
the establishment of a reimbursement pro-
gram for the replacement of communications
equipment or services posing such risks, and
for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. GRASSLEY).

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 4351. An act to require certain grant-
ees under title I of the Housing and Commu-
nity Development Act of 1974 to submit a
plan to track discriminatory land use poli-
cies, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 5003. An act to amend the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act to provide enhanced
protection against debt collector harassment
of members of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

H.R. 5931. An act to require a review of the
effects of FHA mortgage insurance policies,
practices, and products on small-dollar
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mortgage lending, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

H.R. 5932. An act to ensure greater trans-
parency about the terms and conditions of fi-
nancing provided by the People’s Republic of
China to member states of the international
financial institutions; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC—4144. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘National
Veterinary Accreditation Program’’
((RIN0579-AE40) (Docket No. APHIS-2017-
0065)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 26, 2020; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4145. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Relations, Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, Department of
the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Office of the Comptroller’s 2019 Annual
Report to Congress; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC—4146. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Annual Volun-
teer Survey: Fiscal Year 2019 ; to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations; and Foreign Re-
lations.

EC-4147. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Security Cooperation Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, an addendum
to the Defense Articles and Services author-
ized and furnished to foreign countries and
international organizations under FMS,
Chapter 2, Arms Export Control Act (OSS-
2020-0202); to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

EC-4148. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of firearms abroad controlled under
Category I of the U.S. Munitions Lists of
Imm semi-automatic pistols to Mexico in
the amount of $1,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 19-076); to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

EC-4149. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2020-0022 - 2020-0037); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4150. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Defense Security Cooperation Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2019 Military Assistance
Report’ ; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-4151. A communication from the Execu-
tive Secretary, National Labor Relations
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Joint Employer Sta-
tus Under the National Labor Relations Act”
(RIN3142-AA13) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 26, 2020;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor , and Pensions.

EC-4152. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Office of Inspector General’s
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Semiannual Report for the period of April 1,
2019 through September 30, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-4153. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Congressional and Inter-
governmental Relations, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Department’s fis-
cal year 2019 Annual Financial Report; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-4154. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel, Office of Government
Contracting and Business Development,
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Small Business HUBZone Program
and Government Contracting Programs’
(RIN3245-AG38) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 26, 2020;
to the Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship.

EC-4155. A communication from the Senior
Director of Government Affairs and Cor-
porate Communications, National Railroad
Passenger Corporation, Amtrak, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, other materials re-
quired to accompany Amtrak’s Grant and
Legislative Request for fiscal year 2021; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4156. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Electronic
Delivery of Notices to Broadcast Television
Stations” ((MB Docket No. 19-165) (FCC 20—
8)) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 27, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4157. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures; Miscella-
neous Amendments (85); Amendment No.
3892 ((RIN2120-AA65) (Docket No. 31297)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 28, 2020; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4158. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures; Miscella-
neous Amendments (42); Amendment No.
3891 ((RIN2120-AA65) (Docket No. 31296)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 28, 2020; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4159. A communication from the Chief
of the Policy and Rules Division, Office of
Engineering and Technology, Federal Com-
munications Commission, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Amendment of Parts 1, 2, 15, 18, 27, and 95 of
the Commission’s Rules to Make Non-Sub-
stantive Editorial Revisions to the Table of
Frequency Allocations and to Various Other
Rules” ((ET Doc. No. 19-289) (DA 19-1326)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 28, 2020; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4160. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of (VOR) Federal Airway V-7 in the Vi-
cinity of Sheboygan, Wisconsin” ((RIN2120-
AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2019-0686)) received
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during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 28, 2020; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4161. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of VHF Omnidirectional Range (VOR)
Federal Airway V-7 and Area Navigation
Routed Y-285 Due to Decommissioning of the
Winner, San Diego, VOR” ((RIN2120-AA66)
(Docket No. FAA-2019-0799)) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 28,
2020; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4162. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Air Traffic Service (ATS) Routes V-
82, V-217, and T-383 in the Vicinity of
Baudette, Minnesota” ((RIN2120-A A66)
(Docket No. FAA-2019-0729)) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 28,
2020; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4163. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace, Alpine, Wyoming”’
((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket No. FAA-2019-0811))
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on February 28, 2020; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4164. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class D and Class E Airspace; Con-
cord, California” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket
No. FAA-2019-0678)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2020; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4165. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class E Airspace; Shawnee, OKla-
homa” ((RIN2120-AA66) (Docket No. FAA-
2019-0908)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4166. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Revoca-
tion and Amendment of the Class E Airspace;
Mansfield, Louisiana” ((RIN2120-A A66)
(Docket No. FAA-2019-0833)) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 28,
2020; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4167. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of the Class E Airspace; Bowling Green
and Somerset, Kentucky’” ((RIN2120-AA66)
(Docket No. FAA-2019-0834)) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 28,
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2020; to the Committee
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4168. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Pratt and Whitney Turbofan
Engines” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2019-0596)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4169. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2019-0399)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4170. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Textron Aviation Inc. (Type
Certificate Previously Held by Cessna Air-
craft Company)”’ ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket
No. FAA-2019-0156)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2020; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4171. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes”
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2019-0673))
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on February 28, 2020; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4172. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; General Electric Company
Turbofan Engines’” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket
No. FAA-2019-0063)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 28, 2020; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4173. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes’” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2020-0098)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4174. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of the Class E Airspace; Neillsville,
Wisconsin” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No.
FAA-2019-0767)) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4175. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal

on Commerce,
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Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Amend-
ment of the Class E Airspace; Neillsville,
Wisconsin” ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No.
FAA-2019-0767)) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 28, 2020; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Ms. MURKOWSKTI for the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

*James P. Danly, of Tennessee, to be a
Member of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission for the remainder of the term
expiring June 30, 2023.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
CRAMER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. JONES,
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. TiLLis, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr.
KING):

S. 3374. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to protect the confidentiality of
substance use disorder patient records; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. JONES, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 3375. A Dbill to amend the State Justice
Institute Act of 1984 to provide technical as-
sistance and training to State and local
courts to improve the constitutional and eq-
uitable enforcement of fines, fees, and mone-
tary bail, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HEINRICH:

S. 3376. A bill to amend title XX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide low-income indi-
viduals with opportunities to enter and fol-
low a career pathway in the health profes-
sions, to extend and expand demonstration
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEE, and Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR):

S. 3377. A Dbill to amend the Antitrust
Criminal Penalty Enhancement and Reform
Act of 2004 to repeal the sunset provision; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, and Mr. HOEVEN):

S. 3378. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to eliminate the period of eligi-
bility for the Vocational Rehabilitation and
Employment program of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
CooNs, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN):

S. 3379. A bill to block the implementation
of a recent presidential proclamation re-
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stricting individuals from certain countries
from entering the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S. 3380. A bill to improve patient safety by
supporting State-based quality improvement
efforts and through enhanced data collection
and reporting, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 3381. A bill to reauthorize the Essex Na-
tional Heritage Area, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH:

S. 3382. A bill to require the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology to estab-
lish a premise plumbing research laboratory,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 3383. A bill to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to ensure that
preexisting condition exclusions with respect
to enrollment in health insurance coverage
and group health plans continue to be pro-
hibited; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. MCSALLY:

S. 3384. A bill to allow for negotiation of
prices for certain covered Medicare part D
drugs, to allow for importation by individ-
uals of prescription drugs from Canada, to
preserve access to affordable generics and
biosimilars, to increase the use of real-time
benefit tools to lower beneficiary costs, to
establish a manufacturer discount program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. BLACK-

BURN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
McCSALLY, Mrs. LOEFFLER, and Mr.
JONES):

S. Res. 526. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the International
Olympic Committee should rebid the 2022
Winter Olympic games to be hosted by a
country that recognizes and respects human
rights; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 17

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 177, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 and the Small
Business Act to expand the availability
of employee stock ownership plans in S
corporations, and for other purposes.

S. 179

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 179, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
a clinical trial of the effects of can-
nabis on certain health outcomes of
adults with chronic pain and post-trau-
matic stress disorder, and for other
purposes.
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S. 208

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 208, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to permit cer-
tain retired members of the uniformed
services who have a service-connected
disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of
Veterans Affairs for their disability
and either retired pay by reason of
their years of military service or Com-
bat-Related Special Compensation, and
for other purposes.

S. 433

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 433, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove home health payment reforms
under the Medicare program.

S. 578

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 578, a bill to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to elimi-
nate the five-month waiting period for

disability insurance benefits under
such title for individuals with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

S. 633

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
633, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the members of the
Women’s Army Corps who were as-
signed to the 6888th Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion, known as the ‘‘Six
Triple Eight”’.

S. 696

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 696, a bill to designate the
same individual serving as the Chief
Nurse Officer of the Public Health
Service as the National Nurse for Pub-
lic Health.

S. 890

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
890, a bill to authorize the Sergeant at
Arms to protect the personal tech-
nology devices and accounts of Sen-
ators and covered employees from
cyber attacks and hostile information
collection activities, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1081

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1081, a bill to amend title
54, United States Code, to provide per-
manent, dedicated funding for the Land
and Water Conservation Fund, and for
other purposes.

S. 1362

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 1362, a bill to make demonstration
grants to eligible local educational
agencies or consortia of eligible local
educational agencies for the purpose of
increasing the numbers of school
nurses in public elementary schools
and secondary schools.
S. 1508
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1508, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to provide en-
hanced penalties for convicted mur-
derers who Kkill or target America’s
public safety officers.
S. 1645
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1645, a bill to protect a wom-
an’s ability to determine whether and
when to bear a child or end a preg-
nancy, and to protect a health care
provider’s ability to provide reproduc-
tive health care services, including
abortion services.
S. 1857
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1857, a bill to amend the
National Energy Conservation Policy
Act to improve Federal energy and
water performance requirements for
Federal buildings and establish a Fed-
eral Energy Management Program.
S. 2085
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2085, a bill to
authorize the Secretary of Education
to award grants to eligible entities to
carry out educational programs about
the Holocaust, and for other purposes.
S. 2164
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2164, a bill to amend the
Water Resources Research Act of 1984
to reauthorize grants for and require
applied water supply research regard-
ing the water resources research and
technology institutes established under
that Act.
S. 2321
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2321, a bill to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint a coin in com-
memoration of the 100th anniversary of
the establishment of Negro Leagues
baseball.
S. 2335
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2335, a bill to accelerate smart
building development, and for other
purposes.
S. 2366
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
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CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2366, a bill to streamline the employer
reporting process and strengthen the
eligibility verification process for the
premium assistance tax credit and
cost-sharing subsidy.
S. 2539
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2539, a bill to modify
and reauthorize the Tibetan Policy Act
of 2002, and for other purposes.
S. 2563
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. YOUNG) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2563, a bill to improve
laws relating to money laundering, and
for other purposes.
S. 2666
At the request of Ms. MCSALLY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2666, a bill to promote the
development of renewable energy on
public land, and for other purposes.
S. 2772
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2772, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
treatment of clinical psychologists as
physicians for purposes of furnishing
clinical psychologist services under the
Medicare program.
S. 2898
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2898, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for a full annu-
ity supplement for certain air traffic
controllers.
S. 2965
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2965, a bill to amend title
5, United States Code, to repeal the re-
quirement that the United States Post-
al Service prepay future retirement
benefits, and for other purposes.
S. 2089
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2989, a bill to amend
title XI of the Social Security Act to
clarify the mailing requirement relat-
ing to social security account state-
ments.
S. 3020
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3020, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
authorize the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to enter into contracts with
States or to award grants to States to
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promote health and wellness, prevent
suicide, and improve outreach to vet-
erans, and for other purposes.
S. 3026
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3026, a bill to promote
international efforts in combating cor-
ruption, Kkleptocracy, and illicit fi-
nance by foreign officials and other
foreign persons, including through a
new anti-corruption action fund, and
for other purposes.
S. 3072
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3072, a bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
to prohibit the approval of new abor-
tion drugs, to prohibit investigational
use exemptions for abortion drugs, and
to impose additional regulatory re-
quirements with respect to previously
approved abortion drugs, and for other
purposes.
S. 3220
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3220, a bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to clarify that
the provision of home and community-
based services is not prohibited in an
acute care hospital, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3301
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3301, a bill to promote the empower-
ment, development, and prosperity of
women globally, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3308
At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3308, a bill to amend title
37, United States Code, to standardize
payment of hazardous duty incentive
pay for members of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.
S. 3327
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3327, a bill to require the
imposition of sanctions with respect to
officials of the Government of Lebanon
responsible for the wrongful or unlaw-
ful detention of citizens and nationals
of the United States held in Lebanon.
S. CON. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
McCSALLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Con. Res. 5, a concurrent resolution
supporting the Local Radio Freedom
Act.
S. RES. 289
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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Res. 289, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that socialism
poses a significant threat to freedom,
liberty, and economic prosperity.

S. RES. 487

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CruUz) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 487, a resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Countering Inter-
national Parental Child Abduction
Month and expressing the sense of the
Senate that Congress should raise
awareness of the harm caused by inter-
national parental child abduction.

S. RES. 509

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS), the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the Senator
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA), the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN), the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. MCSALLY), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN),
the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE), the
Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 509, a resolu-
tion calling upon the United Nations
Security Council to adopt a resolution
on Iran that extends the dates by
which Annex B restrictions under Res-
olution 2231 are currently set to expire.

AMENDMENT NO. 1334

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
1334 intended to be proposed to S. 2657,
a bill to support innovation in ad-
vanced geothermal research and devel-
opment, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1335

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 1335 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2657, a bill
to support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and
for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 1337

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) were added as cosponsors of
amendment No. 1337 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2657, a bill to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 526—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE  INTER-
NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
SHOULD REBID THE 2022 WINTER
OLYMPIC GAMES TO BE HOSTED
BY A COUNTRY THAT RECOG-
NIZES AND RESPECTS HUMAN
RIGHTS

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
McSALLY, Mrs. LOEFFLER, and Mr.
JONES) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 526

Whereas the International Olympic Com-
mittee has announced Beijing, People’s Re-
public of China, as the host city of the 2022
Winter Olympic Games;

Whereas the Olympic charter states that
the goal of Olympism is to promote ‘‘a peace-
ful society concerned with the preservation
of human dignity’’;

Whereas the 2019 Trafficking in Persons
Report of the Department of State relating
to the People’s Republic of China indicates
that—

(1) authorities in the People’s Republic of
China have arbitrarily detained more than
1,000,000 ethnic Muslims, including Uyghur,
ethnic Kazakh, and Kyrgyz individuals, in as
many as 1,200 ‘‘vocational training centers’’,
which are internment camps designed to
erase ethnic and religious identities;

(2) the national household registry system
of the People’s Republic of China restricts
the freedom of rural inhabitants to legally
change their workplace or residence, placing
the internal migrant population of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China at high risk of forced
labor in brick kilns, coal mines, and fac-
tories;

(3) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China subjects Christians and members
of other religious groups to forced labor in
brick Kilns, food processing centers, and fac-
tories as part of detention for the purpose of
ideological indoctrination; and

(4) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China provides financial incentives for
companies to open factories near the intern-
ment camps, and local governments receive
additional funds from the Government of the
People’s Republic of China for each inmate
forced to work in an internment camp;

Whereas, in October 2019, Radio Free Asia
reported that—

(1) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, as part of its Pair Up and Be-
come Family program, assigns male Han
Chinese ‘‘relatives’ to monitor the homes of
Uyghur families in the Xinjiang Uyghur Au-
tonomous Region (XUAR) and to regularly
sleep in the same beds as the wives of men
detained in the internment camps of the re-
gion; and

(2) Uyghur individuals who protest hosting
“relatives’ or refuse to take part in study
sessions or other activities with the officials
in their homes are subject to additional re-
strictions and may face detention in the in-
ternment camps;

Whereas, in July 2019, Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Fin-
land, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland,
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King-

S1299

dom jointly condemned the arbitrary deten-
tion and surveillance of Uyghur individuals
and other minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region;

Whereas, in June 2019, the Independent Tri-
bunal Into Forced Organ Harvesting from
Prisoners of Conscience in China of the
China Tribunal found that—

(1) forced organ harvesting has been car-
ried out for years throughout the People’s
Republic of China on a significant scale, and
practitioners of Falun Gong have been the
main source of organs; and

(2) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China has committed crimes against
humanity with respect to Uyghur individuals
and practitioners of Falun Gong;

Whereas the report of Freedom House enti-
tled ‘“‘Freedom in the World 2019 indicates
that—

(1) women, ethnic and religious minorities,
and the LGBT community in the People’s
Republic of China have no opportunity to
gain meaningful political representation and
are barred from advancing their interests
outside the formal structures of the Com-
munist Party of China;

(2) foreign journalists in the People’s Re-
public of China were surveilled, harassed,
physically abused, detained to prevent meet-
ings with certain individuals, and had their
visas withheld;

(3) hundreds of Falun Gong practitioners
have recently received long prison terms,
and many other individuals were arbitrarily
detained in various ‘‘legal education” facili-
ties, where they were tortured, sometimes
fatally, until they abandoned their beliefs;

(4) limitations on due process in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, including the exces-
sive use of pretrial detention, are rampant,
and an extended crackdown on human rights
lawyers has weakened the access of defend-
ants to independent legal counsel; and

(5) individuals attempting to petition the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China with respect to grievances or injus-
tices are routinely intercepted in their ef-
forts to travel to Beijing, forcefully returned
to their hometowns, or subjected to extra-
legal detention in ‘‘black jails’’, psychiatric
institutions, and other sites at which they
are at risk of abuse;

Whereas the annual report of the U.S. Con-
gressional-Executive Commission on China
for 2019 indicates that—

(1) the omne-party authoritarian political
system of the People’s Republic of China de-
prives the people of the People’s Republic of
China of their right to meaningfully partici-
pate in electoral processes and public life
generally;

(2) in 2019, the Government of the People’s
Republic of China detained and prosecuted
individuals who criticized government offi-
cials and policies online and censored or dis-
torted a range of news and information that
the Government of the People’s Republic of
China considered ‘‘politically sensitive’’, in-
cluding—

(A) the 30th anniversary of

Tiananmen Square massacre;

(B) human rights abuses in the Xinjiang

Uyghur Autonomous Region; and

(C) the protests in Hong Kong against
proposed extradition legislation;

(3) Hong Kong authorities, under the influ-
ence of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China, violated fundamental free-
doms of the people of Hong Kong, as articu-
lated in the Basic Law, including the free-
doms of expression, association, and assem-

the

bly;
(4) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China has used propaganda,

disinformation, and censorship in an attempt
to shape reporting on the Hong Kong pro-
tests, attributing the protests to influence
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by ‘‘foreign forces’,
testers in Hong Kong;

(5) officials of the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Communist
Party of China continue to abuse criminal
law and police power to punish critics and
“maintain stability’ with the goal of perpet-
uating one-party rule, often targeting
human rights advocates, religious believers,
and ethnic minority groups; and

(6) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China is likely committing crimes
against humanity;

Whereas, before the 2008 Summer Olympics
were held in Beijing, the Department of
State Country Report on Human Rights
Practices for 2006 reported that the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China prac-
ticed severe cultural and religious repression
of minorities, especially of Uyghur individ-
uals in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Re-
gion, and according to the Department of
State Country Reports on Human Rights
Practices for 2018, such repression has inten-
sified since the 2008 Summer Olympics in
Beijing;

Whereas four Special Rapporteurs of the
United Nations have urged the governing au-
thorities in Hong Kong and the People’s Re-
public of China to ensure protestors in Hong
Kong may fully exercise the right to peace-
fully assemble, including—

(1) the Special Rapporteur on the pro-
motion and protection of the right to free-
dom of opinion and expression;

(2) the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights defenders;

(3) the Special Rapporteur on the rights to
freedom of peaceful assembly and of associa-
tion; and

(4) the Special Rapporteur on torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment;

Whereas police in Hong Kong have arrested
more than 6,000 individuals and fired more
than 16,000 rounds of tear gas during the
seven months of protests by people of Hong
Kong seeking to uphold their liberties and
the autonomy of Hong Kong, as articulated
in the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Re-
public of China (referred to in this preamble
as the ‘‘Basic Law”’);

Whereas the report of the Network of Chi-
nese Human Rights Defenders entitled ‘‘De-
fending Rights in a ‘No Rights Zone’: Annual
Report on the Situation of Human Rights
Defenders in China (2018)”’ indicates that—

(1) authorities in the People’s Republic of
China continue to charge Tibetans with ‘‘in-
citing separatism’ for expressing political or
religious dissent and impose heavy prison
sentences on such individuals;

(2) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China continues to implement its dra-
conian 2017 cybersecurity law, which author-
izes invasive cyber surveillance and provides
broad authority to restrict and penalize on-
line expression;

(3) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China intends to have ‘‘full coverage,
connectivity, and control” of the entire Peo-
ple’s Republic of China by police video sur-
veillance by 2020; and

(4) the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China boldly retaliates against human
rights advocates for their work upholding
international standards and cooperating
with the United Nations human rights mech-
anisms;

Whereas, in January 2020, the editorial
board of The Washington Post questioned
whether the People’s Republic of China
should ‘‘be allowed to host the 2022 Winter
Olympics in one city while running con-
centration camps in another’’; and

Whereas the flagrant human rights abuses
committed by the Government of the Peo-

and threatening pro-
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ple’s Republic of China are inconsistent with
Olympic values: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate supports the values of
Olympism and the principles of Team USA
with respect to the protection of—

(A) the rights, safety, and well-being of
athletes; and

(B) the integrity of sport; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that, con-
sistent with the principles of the Inter-
national Olympic Committee, unless the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China demonstrates significant progress in
securing fundamental human rights, includ-
ing the freedoms of religion, speech, move-
ment, association, and assembly, by January
1, 2021, the International Olympic Committee
should rebid the 2022 Winter Olympics to be
hosted by a country that recognizes and re-
spects human rights.

———
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 1345. Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr.

MORAN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. KING, and
Ms. SINEMA) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, to support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 1346. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself
and Mr. BURR) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1347. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1348. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1349. Mr. REED submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1350. Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. JONES, Mr. MORAN, and Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1351. Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1352. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1353. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1354. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1355. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1356. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1357. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1358. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
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to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1359. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1360. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1361. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1362. Mr. UDALL (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1363. Mr. UDALL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1364. Mr. UDALL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1365. Mr. UDALL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1366. Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. BENNET, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. MARKEY,
and Ms. STABENOW) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1367. Mrs. LOEFFLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1368. Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
BOOZMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. CASSIDY)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1369. Ms. STABENOW (for herself and
Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1370. Ms. STABENOW (for herself and
Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1371. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1372. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1373. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1374. Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr.
CRAMER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1375. Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
MARKEY) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1376. Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, and Mr. WARNER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1377. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1378. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
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to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1379. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1380. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1381. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1382. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
ALEXANDER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1383. Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
SULLIVAN, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1384. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1385. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1386. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1387. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1388. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1389. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1390. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1391. Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. BURR,
and Mr. CARPER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1392. Mr. KING (for himself and Ms.
ERNST) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1393. Ms. SINEMA submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1394. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1395. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1396. Mr. BENNET submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1397. Mr. WYDEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1398. Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.
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SA 1399. Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1400. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
BURR) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1401. Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr.
BARRASSO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1402. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1403. Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and
Mr. CRAMER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1404. Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and
Mr. CRAMER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1405. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1406. Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. ENzI, Ms. SMITH, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. HOEVEN, and Ms.
HASSAN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1407. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1408. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1409. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1410. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1411. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1412. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1413. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1414. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1415. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Ms. ROSEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2657, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1416. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Mr.
CRAMER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1417. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
DAINES, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. TESTER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
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posed by him to the bill S. 2657, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1418. Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr.
CRAMER, and Mr. DAINES) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1419. Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mr.
KING) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by her to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1420. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1421. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1422. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1423. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1424. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1425. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 1426. Mr. CASEY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1427. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1428. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. MARKEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1407
submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended
to be proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1429. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and
Mr. GARDNER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1407
submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended
to be proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1430. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1431. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1432. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1433. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1434. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1435. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1436. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1437. Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1438. Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1407
submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended
to be proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1439. Mr. SCOTT, of South Carolina (for
himself and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1440. Mr. ENZI submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1441. Mr. ENZI submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1442. Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1443. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1444. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1445. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1446. Mr. CARPER (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. REED, Ms. WARREN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. BROWN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 1407 submitted by
Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be proposed
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1447. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
and Mr. CASEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1407
submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended
to be proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1448. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1449. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
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bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1450. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
JONES) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1451. Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr.
CRAPO) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1452. Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr.
KAINE) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1453. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1454. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mrs.
CAPITO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1455. Ms. ROSEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1456. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1457. Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1458. Mr. TOOMEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1459. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for Mr. PETERS
(for himself and Mr. PORTMAN)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 1869, to require the
disclosure of ownership of high-security
space leased to accommodate a Federal agen-
cy, and for other purposes.

SA 1460. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for Mr. COTTON
(for himself, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. BARRASSO, and Ms. WAR-
REN)) proposed an amendment to the resolu-
tion S. Res. 497, commemorating the life of
Dr. Li Wenliang and calling for transparency
and cooperation from the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the Com-
munist Party of China.

SA 1461. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for Ms. COLLINS
(for herself, Mr. CASEY, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. MCSALLY, Mr. JONES, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Ms. SMITH, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. REED, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
SULLIVAN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCOTT
of Florida, and Mrs. SHAHEEN)) proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 4334, to amend
the Older Americans Act of 1965 to authorize
appropriations for fiscal years 2020 through
2024, and for other purposes.

SA 1462. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657, to
support innovation in advanced geothermal
research and development, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.
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SA 1463. Mr. CRAMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1464. Mr. CRAMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1465. Mr. CRAMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1466. Mr. GARDNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1467. Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. PETERS,
and Ms. STABENOW) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1468. Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and
Mr. PETERS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1407
submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended
to be proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1469. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1470. Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mrs.
CAPITO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1471. Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr.
TESTER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1472. Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mrs.
CAPITO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1473. Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
TOOMEY, Mrs. CAPITO, and Mr. CRUZ) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 1407 submitted by
Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be proposed
to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1474. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2657,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1475. Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr.
HOEVEN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1476. Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 1407 sub-
mitted by Ms. MURKOWSKI and intended to be
proposed to the bill S. 2657, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1477. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
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bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1478. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1479. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1407 submitted by Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI and intended to be proposed to the
bill S. 2657, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1345. Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr.
MORAN, Ms. ERNST, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
KING, and Ms. SINEMA) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO THE
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986
SEC. 4001. GREEN ENERGY PUBLICLY TRADED

PARTNERSHIPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7704(d)(1)(E) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘income and gains derived
from the exploration’ and inserting ‘‘income
and gains derived from—

‘“(i) the exploration’’,

(2) by inserting ‘‘or”
source’’,

(3) by striking ‘¢, or the transportation or
storage” and all that follows and inserting
the following:

‘“(ii) the generation of electric power or
thermal energy exclusively using any quali-
fied energy resource (as defined in section
45(c)(1)),

‘‘(iii) the operation of energy property (as
defined in section 48(a)(3), determined with-
out regard to any date by which the con-
struction of the facility is required to begin),

“‘(iv) in the case of a facility described in
paragraph (3) or (7) of section 45(d) (deter-
mined without regard to any placed in serv-
ice date or date by which construction of the
facility is required to begin), the accepting
or processing of open-loop biomass or munic-
ipal solid waste,

‘(v) the storage of electric power or ther-
mal energy exclusively using energy prop-
erty that is energy storage property (as de-
fined in section 48(c)(b)),

‘(vi) the generation, storage, or distribu-
tion of electric power or thermal energy ex-
clusively using energy property that is com-
bined heat and power system property (as de-
fined in section 48(c)(3), determined without
regard to subparagraph (B)(iii) thereof and
without regard to any date by which the con-
struction of the facility is required to begin),

‘“(vii) the transportation or storage of any
fuel described in subsection (b), (c), (d), or (e)
of section 6426,

‘“(viii) the conversion of renewable biomass
(as defined in subparagraph (I) of section
211(0)(1) of the Clean Air Act (as in effect on
the date of the enactment of this clause))
into renewable fuel (as defined in subpara-
graph (J) of such section as so in effect), or
the storage or transportation of such fuel,

‘‘(ix) the production, storage, or transpor-
tation of any fuel which—

““(I) uses as its primary feedstock carbon
oxides captured from an anthropogenic
source or the atmosphere,

before ‘‘industrial
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‘“(IT) does not use as its primary feedstock
carbon oxide which is deliberately released
from naturally occurring subsurface springs,
and

‘“(III) is determined by the Secretary, after
consultation with the Secretary of Energy
and the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, to achieve a reduction of
not less than a 60 percent in lifecycle green-
house gas emissions (as defined in section
211(0)(1)(H) of the Clean Air Act, as in effect
on the date of the enactment of this clause)
compared to baseline lifecycle greenhouse
gas emissions (as defined in section
211(0)(1)(C) of such Act, as so in effect),

‘“(x) the generation of electric power from,
a qualifying gasification project (as defined
in section 48B(c)(1) without regard to sub-
paragraph (C)) that is described in section
48(d)(1)(B), or

‘“(xi) in the case of a qualified facility (as
defined in section 45Q(d), without regard to
any date by which construction of the facil-
ity is required to begin) not less than 50 per-
cent (30 percent in the case of a facility
placed in service before January 1, 2020) of
the total carbon oxide production of which is
qualified carbon oxide (as defined in section
45Q(c)—

‘“(I) the generation, availability for such
generation, or storage of electric power at
such facility, or

‘(IT) the capture of carbon dioxide by such
facility,”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section apply to taxable years
beginning after December 31, 2019.

SA 1346. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself and Mr. BURR) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—-MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 4001. RATES AND CHARGES FOR NATURAL
GAS.

(a) HEARING ON CHANGED RATES OR
CHARGES.—Section 4(e) of the Natural Gas
Act (156 U.S.C. T17c(e)) is amended by striking
the third and fourth sentences and inserting
the following: ‘“Where changes in rates or
charges are thus made effective, the Com-
mission may, by order, require the natural-
gas company to furnish a bond, to be ap-
proved by the Commission, to refund any
amounts ordered by the Commission, to keep
accurate accounts in detail of all amounts
received by reason of those changes, speci-
fying by whom and in whose behalf those
amounts were paid, and, on completion of
the hearing and decision, to order the nat-
ural-gas company to refund, with interest,
the portion of those rates or charges by its
decision found not justified. At any hearing
involving a rate or charge sought to be
changed, the burden of proof to show that
the changed rate or charge is just and rea-
sonable shall be on the natural-gas company,
and the Commission shall give to the hearing
and decision of such questions preference
over other questions pending before the Com-
mission and decide the same as speedily as
possible.”.

(b) REFUNDS.—Section 5 of the Natural Gas
Act (156 U.S.C. 717d) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (d); and

(2) inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

“(b) REFUNDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—At the conclusion of any
hearing under this section in which refunds

S1303

of amounts that have been paid are required,
the Commission shall order the natural-gas
company to make those refunds for the pe-
riod beginning on the refund effective date
established under paragraph (3) and ending
on the date on which the new rate estab-
lished by the Commission under subsection
(a) takes effect in amounts in excess of those
amounts that would have been paid under
the just and reasonable rate, charge, classi-
fication, rule, regulation, practice, or con-
tract that the Commission orders to be ob-
served and in force.

‘(2) REQUIREMENT.—The refunds required
under paragraph (1) shall be made, with in-
terest, to the persons who have paid the
rates or charges that are the subject of the
hearing.

‘“(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
establish the refund effective date in accord-
ance with this paragraph.

*(B) HEARINGS INITIATED ON COMPLAINT.—In
the case of a hearing initiated on a com-
plaint, the refund effective date shall be—

‘(i) not earlier than the date on which the
complaint was filed; and

‘(i) not later than 150 days after that
date.

¢(C) HEARING INITIATED ON MOTION OF COM-
MISSION.—In the case of a hearing initiated
by the Commission on its own motion, the
refund effective date shall be—

‘(i) not earlier than the date on which the
Commission publishes notice of the intent to
initiate the hearing; and

‘(i) not later than 150 days after that
date.

‘‘(c) No FINAL DECISION.—If the Commis-
sion has not rendered a final decision for a
hearing under this section by the end of the
180-day period beginning on the date on
which the hearing is initiated, the Commis-
sion shall state—

‘(1) the reasons why the Commission has
failed to render a decision; and

‘(2) the best estimate of the Commission
as to when the Commission reasonably ex-
pects to render the decision.”.

(¢) EFFECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) shall not apply to any
proceeding under the Natural Gas Act (15
U.S.C. 717 et seq.) commenced before the date
of enactment of this Act.

(2) REFILING WITHOUT PREJUDICE.—A pro-
ceeding under the Natural Gas Act (156 U.S.C.
717 et seq.) commenced before the date of en-
actment of this Act may be withdrawn and
refiled without prejudice.

(d) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not earlier than 3 years
and not later than 4 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission shall conduct a
study on the effect of the amendments made
by subsections (a) and (b).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The study under para-
graph (1) shall include an analysis of—

(A) the impact, if any, of the amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) on the cost
of capital paid by natural-gas companies (as
defined in section 2 of the Natural Gas Act
(15 U.S.C. M7a));

(B) any change in the average time taken
to resolve proceedings under sections 4 and 5
of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. T17c, 717d);
and

(C) such other matters as the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission may determine
to be appropriate and in the public interest.

(3) REPORT.—On completion of the study
under paragraph (1), the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission shall submit to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Energy
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and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report describing the results of the
study.

SA 1347. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2657, to
support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 1041.

SA 1348. Mr. WHITEHOUSE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2657, to
support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. EXPORT CONTROLS ON ELECTRONIC
WASTE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COUNTERFEIT MILITARY GOOD.—The term
“‘counterfeit military good’” means a coun-
terfeit good that—

(A) is falsely identified or labeled as meet-
ing military specifications; or

(B) is intended for use in a military, intel-
ligence, or national security application.

(2) COUNTERFEIT GOOD.—The term ‘‘coun-
terfeit good” means any good on which, or in
connection with which, a counterfeit mark is
used.

(3) COUNTERFEIT MARK.—The term ‘‘coun-
terfeit mark’ has the meaning given that
term in section 2320 of title 18, United States
Code.

(4) ELECTRONIC WASTE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘electronic
waste’”” means any of the following used
items containing electronic components, or
fragments thereof, including parts or sub-
components of such items:

(i) Computers and related equipment.

(ii) Data center equipment (including serv-
ers, network equipment, firewalls, battery
backup systems, and power distribution
units).

(iii) Mobile computers (including note-
books, netbooks, tablets, and e-book read-
ers).

(iv) Televisions (including portable tele-
visions and portable DVD players).

(v) Video display devices (including mon-
itors, digital picture frames, and portable
video devices).

(vi) Digital imaging devices (including
printers, copiers, facsimile machines, image
scanners, and multifunction machines).

(vii) Consumer electronics—

(I) including digital cameras, projectors,
digital audio players, cellular phones and
wireless Internet communication devices,
audio equipment, video cassette recorders,
DVD players, video game systems (including
portable systems), video game controllers,
signal converter boxes, and cable and sat-
ellite receivers; and

(IT) not including appliances that have
electronic features.

(viii) Portable global positioning system
navigation devices.

(ix) Other used electronic items that the
Secretary determines to be necessary to
carry out this section.

(B) EXEMPT ITEMS.—The term ‘‘electronic
waste’ does not include—

(i) exempted electronic waste items;

(ii) electronic parts of a motor vehicle; or

(iii) electronic components, or items con-
taining electronic components, that are ex-
ported or reexported to an entity under the
owernship or control of the person exporting
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or reexporting the components or items,
with the intent that the components or
items be used for the purpose for which the
components or items were used in the United
States.

(6) EXEMPTED ELECTRONIC WASTE ITEMS.—
The term ‘‘exempted electronic waste items”’
means the following:

(A) Tested, working used electronics.

(B) Low-risk counterfeit electronics.

(C) Recalled electronics.

(6) EXPORT ADMINISTRATION REGULATIONS.—
The term ‘‘Export Administration Regula-
tions’”’ means the regulations set forth in
subchapter C of chapter VII of title 15, Code
of Federal Regulations, or successor regula-
tions.

(7) EXPORT; REEXPORT.—The terms ‘‘ex-
port” and ‘‘reexport’” have the meanings
given those terms in section 1742 of the Ex-
port Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4801).

(8) FEEDSTOCK.—The term ‘‘feedstock”
means any raw material constituting the
principal input for an industrial process.

(9) LOW-RISK COUNTERFEIT ELECTRONICS.—
The term ‘‘low-risk counterfeit electronics™
means any electronic components or items
that—

(A) have been subjected to destruction
processes that render the items unusable for
their original purpose; and

(B) are exported as a feedstock, with no ad-
ditional mechanical or hand separation re-
quired, in a reclamation process to render
the electronic components or items recycled
consistent with the laws of the foreign coun-
try performing the reclamation process.

(10) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ means an
individual or entity.

(11) RECALLED ELECTRONICS.—The term ‘‘re-
called electronics’” means any electronic
items that—

(A) because of a defect in the design or
manufacture of the items—

(i) are subject to a recall notice issued by
the Consumer Product Safety Commission or
other pertinent Federal authority and have
been received by the manufacturer or its
agent and repaired by the manufacturer or
its agent to cure the defect; or

(ii) have been recalled by the manufacturer
as a condition of the validity of the warranty
on the items and have been repaired by the
manufacturer or its agent to cure the defect;
and

(B) are exported by the manufacturer of
the items.

(12) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

(13) TESTED, WORKING USED ELECTRONICS.—
The term ‘‘tested, working used electronics’
means any used electronic items that—

(A) are determined, through testing meth-
odologies established by the Secretary, to
be—

(i) fully functional for the purpose for
which the items were designed; or

(ii) in the case of multifunction devices,
fully functional for at least one of the pri-
mary purposes for which the items were de-
signed;

(B) are exported with the intent to reuse
the products as functional products; and

(C) are appropriately packaged for ship-
ment to prevent the items from losing
functionality as a result of damage during
shipment.

(14) USED.—The term ‘‘used’, with respect
to an item, means the item has been oper-
ated or employed.

(b) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in
subsections (¢) and (d), no person may export
or reexport electronic waste or exempted
electronic waste items.

(¢c) EXPORT PROHIBITION EXEMPTIONS.—A
person may export or reexport exempted
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electronic waste items if the following re-
quirements are met:

(1) REGISTRATION.—The person is listed on
a publicly available registry maintained by
the Secretary of persons authorized to ex-
port or reexport exempted electronic waste.

(2) PURPOSE.—The exempted electronic
waste items are being exported or reexported
for reclamation, recall, or reuse.

(3) FILING OF EXPORT INFORMATION.—For
each export transaction, the person files in
the Automated Export System, in accord-
ance with part 758 of the Export Administra-
tion Regulations (or any corresponding simi-
lar regulation or ruling), electronic export
information that contains, at a minimum,
the following information:

(A) A description of the type and total
quantity of exempted electronic waste items
exported.

(B) The name of each country that will re-
ceive the exempted electronic waste items
for reuse, recall, or recycling.

(C)(i) The name of the ultimate consignee
that will receive the exempted electronic
waste items for reclamation, recall, or reuse;
and

(ii) documentation and a declaration that
such consignee has the necessary permits,
resources, and competence to manage the ex-
empted electronic waste items as reusable
products or recyclable feedstock and prevent
the release of such items as counterfeit
goods or counterfeit military goods.

(4) COMPLIANCE WITH EXISTING LAWS.—The
export or reexport of the exempted elec-
tronic waste items otherwise complies with
applicable international agreements to
which the United States is a party and with
other trade and export control laws of the
United States.

(6) EXPORT DECLARATIONS AND REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The exempted electronic waste
items are accompanied by—

(A) documentation of the registration of
the exporter required under paragraph (1);

(B) a declaration signed by an officer or
designated representative of the exporter as-
serting that the exempted electronic waste
items meet the applicable requirements for
exempted electronic waste items under this
section;

(C) a description of the contents and condi-
tion of the exempted electronic waste items
in the shipment;

(D) for tested, working used electronics, a
description of the testing methodologies and
test results for each item;

(E) the name of the ultimate consignee and
declaration of the consignee’s applicable per-
mits, resources, and competence to process
or use the items as intended; and

(F) with respect to low-risk counterfeit
electronics only and when required by the
country to which the electronics are being
exported or reexported, the written consent
of the competent authority of the country to
allow the entry of the electronics into the
country.

(d) EXCEPTION FOR PERSONAL USE.—The
Secretary may provide for an exception to
the requirements of this section, subject to
such recordkeeping requirements as the Sec-
retary may impose, for the export or reex-
port of 5 or fewer items that are or contain
electronic components intended for personal
use.

(e) PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.—Any Dper-
son who violates this section or the regula-
tions issued under subsection (f)(2) shall be
subject to the same penalties as those that
apply to any person violating any other pro-
vision of the Export Administration Regula-
tions.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
this section shall take effect upon the expi-
ration of the 1-year period beginning on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) MODIFICATION OF EAR.—The Secretary
shall, not later than the effective date under
paragraph (1), ensure that the Export Admin-
istration Regulations are modified to carry
out this section.

SA 1349. Mr. REED submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle A of
title I, insert the following:

SEC. 1 . STUDY ON EMISSIONS REDUCTION
PATHWAYS FROM HOME HEATING.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary shall conduct a
study evaluating pathways to reduce green-
house gas emissions from home heating and
cooling systems in residential and small
commercial buildings by increasing energy
efficiency and electrification, and the use of
alternative fuels, including through the use
of—

(1) alternative fuels to supply heat to resi-
dential buildings using existing infrastruc-
ture;

(2) a district heating and cooling system;

(3) advanced biofuels (as defined in section
9001 of the Farm Security and Rural Invest-
ment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8101)), advanced
biofuel blends, and energy efficient furnaces
and boilers, including necessary retrofits to
allow for the use of those fuels;

(4) electric heat pumps, including geo-
thermal and air-source heat pumps;

(5) alternative low-emission refrigerants;
and

(6) opportunities for reducing installation
and maintenance costs through workforce
development and training.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and
the Committee on Energy and Commerce and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the
study conducted under subsection (a), includ-
ing—

(1) an evaluation of potential greenhouse
gas emissions reductions from the pathways
described in subsection (a);

(2) an evaluation of the impact of adopting
technologies described in subsection (a) on
consumers, the electric grid, and pipeline
systems;

(3) an identification of barriers to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from the heating
and cooling sector; and

(4) recommendations relating to the issues
described in paragraphs (1) through (3).

SA 1350. Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. JONES, Mr. MORAN, and
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, to support innova-
tion in advanced geothermal research
and development, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 18 . ESTABLISHED PROGRAM TO SIMU-

LATE COMPETITIVE RESEARCH.
Section 2203(b) of the Energy Policy Act of
1992 (42 U.S.C. 13503(b)) is amended by strik-
ing paragraph (3) and inserting the following:
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‘(3) ESTABLISHED PROGRAM TO STIMULATE
COMPETITIVE RESEARCH.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means an institution of higher edu-
cation located in an eligible jurisdiction.

¢‘(i1) ELIGIBLE JURISDICTION.—The term ‘eli-
gible jurisdiction’ means a State that, as de-
termined by the Secretary—

“(D(aa) historically has received relatively
little Federal research and development
funding; and

““(bb) has demonstrated a commitment—

‘““(AA) to develop the research bases in the
State; and

‘(BB) to improve science and engineering
research and education programs at institu-
tions of higher education in the State; and

‘“(IT) is an eligible jurisdiction under the
criteria used by the Secretary to make
awards under this paragraph on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of the American
Energy Innovation Act of 2020.

‘‘(iii) EPSCOR.—The term ‘EPSCoR’ means
the Established Program to Stimulate Com-
petitive Research operated under subpara-
graph (B).

“(iv) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term
‘National Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

‘“(v) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means—

“(I) a State;

‘“(IT) the District of Columbia;

‘“(I1II) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

“(IV) Guam; and

‘“(V) the United States Virgin Islands.

‘(B) PROGRAM OPERATION.—The Secretary
shall operate an Established Program to
Stimulate Competitive Research.

“0) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of
EPSCoR shall be—

‘“(i) to increase the number of researchers
at institutions of higher education in eligi-
ble jurisdictions capable of performing na-
tionally competitive science and engineering
research in support of the mission of the De-
partment of Energy in the areas of applied
energy research, environmental manage-
ment, and basic science;

‘(i) to enhance the capabilities of institu-
tions of higher education in eligible jurisdic-
tions to develop, plan, and execute research
that is competitive in the peer-review proc-
ess; and

‘“(iii) to increase the probability of long-
term growth of competitive funding to insti-
tutions of higher education in eligible juris-
dictions.

‘(D) GRANTS IN AREAS OF APPLIED ENERGY
RESEARCH, ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, AND
BASIC SCIENCE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—EPSCoR shall make
grants to eligible entities to carry out and
support applied energy research and research
in all areas of environmental management
and basic science sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Energy, including—

“(I) energy efficiency, fossil energy, renew-
able energy, and other applied energy re-
search;

‘“(IT) electricity delivery research;

‘“(ITIT) cybersecurity, energy security, and
emergency response;

‘(IV) environmental management; and

‘“(V) basic science research.

‘“(ii)  ACTIVITIES.—EPSCOR may make
grants under this subparagraph for any ac-
tivities consistent with the objectives de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) in the areas of
applied energy research, environmental man-
agement, and basic science described in
clause (i), including—

‘() to support research at eligible entities
that is carried out in partnership with the
National Laboratories;

‘“(IT) to provide for graduate traineeships;
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“(ITI) to support research by early career
faculty; and

“(IV) to improve research capabilities at
eligible entities through biennial implemen-
tation grants.

¢“(iii) NO cOST SHARING.—EPSCoR shall not
impose any cost-sharing requirement with
respect to a grant made under this subpara-
graph.

‘“(E) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—EPSCoR may
carry out such activities as may be nec-
essary to meet the objectives described in
subparagraph (C) in the areas of applied en-
ergy research, environmental management,
and basic science described in subparagraph
D)D).

“(F) PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of the American
Energy Innovation Act of 2020, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committees on Energy
and Natural Resources and Appropriations of
the Senate and the Committees on Energy
and Commerce and Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a plan describing
how the Secretary shall implement EPSCoR.

‘(i) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan de-
scribed in clause (i) shall include a descrip-
tion of—

‘(I) the management structure of EPSCoR,
which shall ensure that all research areas
and activities described in this paragraph are
incorporated into EPSCoR;

““(IT) efforts to conduct outreach to inform
eligible entities and faculty of changes to,
and opportunities under, EPSCoR;

“(IIT) how EPSCoR plans to increase en-
gagement with eligible entities, faculty, and
State committees, including by holding reg-
ular workshops, to increase participation in
EPSCoR; and

“(IV) any other issues relating to EPSCoR
that the Secretary determines appropriate.

¢(G) PROGRAM EVALUATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of enactment of the American
Energy Innovation Act of 2020, the Secretary
shall contract with a federally funded re-
search and development center, the National
Academy of Sciences, or a similar organiza-
tion to carry out an assessment of the effec-
tiveness of EPSCoR, including an assessment
of—

‘(D) the tangible progress made towards
achieving the objectives described in sub-
paragraph (C);

‘“(II) the impact of research supported by
EPSCoR on the mission of the Department of
Energy; and

“(ITII) any other issues relating to EPSCoR
that the Secretary determines appropriate.

‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The organization with
which the Secretary contracts under clause
(1) shall not be a National Laboratory.

‘“(iii) REPORT.—Not later than 6 years after
the date of enactment of the American En-
ergy Innovation Act of 2020, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committees on Energy
and Natural Resources and Appropriations of
the Senate and the Committees on Energy
and Commerce and Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report describing
the results of the assessment carried out
under clause (i), including recommendations
for improvements that would enable the Sec-
retary to achieve the objectives described in
subparagraph (C).”.

SA 1351. Mr. MENENDEZ (for him-
self, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657,
to support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DISCLOSURE BY PROFESSIONAL PER-
SONS SEEKING APPROVAL OF COM-
PENSATION UNDER SECTION 316 OR
317 OF PROMESA.

(a) REQUIRED DISCLOSURE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In a voluntary case com-
menced under section 304 of PROMESA (48
U.S.C. 2164), no attorney, accountant, ap-
praiser, auctioneer, agent, consultant, or
other professional person may be com-
pensated under section 316 or 317 of that Act
(48 U.S.C. 2176, 2177) unless prior to making a
request for compensation, the professional
person has submitted a verified statement
conforming to the disclosure requirements of
rule 2014(a) of the Federal Rules of Bank-
ruptcy Procedure setting forth the connec-
tion of the professional person with—

(A) the debtor;

(B) any creditor;

(C) any other party in interest, including
any attorney or accountant;

(D) the Financial Oversight and Manage-
ment Board established in accordance with
section 101 of PROMESA (48 U.S.C. 2121); and

(E) any person employed by the Oversight
Board described in subparagraph (D).

(2) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—A professional
person that submits a statement under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) supplement the statement with any ad-
ditional relevant information that becomes
known to the person; and

(B) file annually a notice confirming the
accuracy of the statement.

(b) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States Trustee
shall review each verified statement sub-
mitted pursuant to subsection (a) and may
file with the court comments on such
verified statements before the professionals
filing such statements seek compensation
under section 316 or 317 of PROMESA (48
U.S.C. 2176, 2177).

(2) OBJECTION.—The United States Trustee
may object to compensation applications
filed under section 316 or 317 of PROMESA
(48 U.S.C. 2176, 2177) that fail to satisfy the
requirements of subsection (e).

(3) RIGHT TO BE HEARD.—Each person de-
scribed in section 1109 of title 11, United
States Code, may appear and be heard on any
issue in a case under this section.

(c) JURISDICTION.—The district courts of
the United States shall have jurisdiction of
all cases under this section.

(d) RETROACTIVITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a court has entered an
order approving compensation under a case
commenced under section 304 of PROMESA
(48 U.S.C. 2164), each professional person sub-
ject to the order shall file a verified state-
ment in accordance with subsection (a) not
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(2) NO DELAY.—A court may not delay any
proceeding in connection with a case com-
menced under section 304 of PROMESA (48
U.S.C. 2164) pending the filing of a verified
statement under paragraph (1).

(e) LIMITATION ON COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In a voluntary case com-
menced under section 304 of PROMESA (48
U.S.C. 2164), in connection with the review
and approval of professional compensation
under section 316 or 317 of PROMESA (48
U.S.C. 2176, 2177), the court may deny allow-
ance of compensation for services and reim-
bursement of expenses, accruing after the
date of the enactment of this Act of a profes-
sional person if the professional person—

(A) has failed to file statements of connec-
tions required by subsection (a) or has filed
inadequate statements of connections;

(B) except as provided in paragraph (3), is
on or after the date of enactment of this Act
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not a disinterested person, as defined in sec-
tion 101 of title 11, United States Code; or

(C) except as provided in paragraph (3), rep-
resents, or holds an interest adverse to, the
interest of the estate with respect to the
matter on which such professional person is
employed.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a deter-
mination under paragraph (1), the court may
take into consideration whether the services
and expenses are in the best interests of
creditors and the estate.

(3) COMMITTEE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS.—
An attorney or accountant described in sec-
tion 1103(b) of title 11, United States Code,
shall be deemed to have violated paragraph
(1) if the attorney or accountant violates
section 1103(b) of title 11, United States
Code.

SA 1352. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following:
SEC. 12

. WESTERN AREA POWER ADMIN-
ISTRATION PILOT PROJECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the Western Area Power
Administration (referred to in this section as
the ‘“‘Administrator’’) shall—

(1) establish a pilot project, as part of the
continuous process improvement program
and to provide increased transparency for
customers—

(A) to make available a database of infor-
mation relating to the Western Area Power
Administration in accordance with para-
graph (2); and

(B) to provide annual updates to the data-
base in accordance with subsection (b); and

(2) publish on a publicly available website
of the Western Area Power Administration, a
database of the following information, begin-
ning with fiscal year 2008, relating to the
Western Area Power Administration:

(A) By power system and in a consistent
format, rates charged to customers for power
and transmission service.

(B) By power system, the amount of capac-
ity or energy sold.

(C) By region, an accounting, at the task
level, budget activity level, organizational
code level, and object class level, of all ex-
penditures, including—

(i) indirect costs, including overhead costs;

(ii) direct charges and direct allocations;

(iii) costs related to contract staff;

(iv) costs related to independent consult-
ants;

(v) the number of full-time equivalents;

(vi) charges to the region from the head-
quarters office of the Western Area Power
Administration for all annual and capital
costs; and

(vii) expenses incurred on behalf of other
Federal agencies or programs or third par-
ties for the administration of programs not
related to the marketing, transmission, or
wheeling of Federal hydropower resources
within the Western Area Power Administra-
tion marketing area, including—

(I) indirect costs, including overhead costs;

(IT) direct charges and allocations;

(ITI) costs related to contract staff; and

(IV) the number of full-time equivalents.

(D) For the headquarters office of the
Western Area Power Administration, an ac-
counting, at the task level, budget activity
level, organizational code level, and object
class level, of all expenditures, including—

(i) indirect costs, including overhead costs;
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(ii) direct charges and direct allocations;

(iii) costs related to contract staff;

(iv) costs related to independent consult-
ants;

(v) the number of full-time equivalents;

(vi) a summary of any expenditures de-
scribed in this paragraph, with the total
amount paid by each region and power sys-
tem; and

(vii) expenses incurred on behalf of other
Federal agencies or programs or third par-
ties for the administration of programs not
related to the marketing, transmission, or
wheeling of Federal hydropower resources
within the Western Area Power Administra-
tion marketing area, including—

(I) indirect costs, including overhead costs;

(IT) direct charges and allocations;

(ITI) costs related to contract staff; and

(IV) the number of full-time equivalents.

(E) Capital expenditures for each project,
including—

(i) capital investments delineated by the
year in which each investment is placed into
service; and

(ii) the sources of capital for each invest-
ment.

(b) ANNUAL SUMMARY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the end of each fiscal year in which the
pilot project is being carried out under this
section, the Administrator shall make avail-
able on a publicly available website—

(A) updates to documents made available
on the date of the initial publication of the
information on the website under subsection
(a)(2);

(B) an identification of the annual changes
in the information published on the website
under subsection (a)(2);

(C) the reasons for the changes identified
under subparagraph (B);

(D) subject to paragraph (2), the total
amount of the unobligated balances retained
by the Western Area Power Administration
at the end of the prior fiscal year within
each project and headquarters by—

(i) purpose or function;

(ii) source of funding;

(iii) anticipated program allotment; and

(iv) underlying authority for each source of
funding; and

(E) the anticipated level of unobligated
balances that the Western Area Power Ad-
ministration expects to retain at the end of
the fiscal year in which the annual summary
is published, as delineated by each of the cat-
egories described in clauses (i) through (iv)
of subparagraph (D).

(2) LIMITATION.—Amounts in the Upper Col-
orado River Basin Fund established by sec-
tion 5(a) of the Act of April 11, 1956 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Colorado River Stor-
age Project Act’) (43 U.S.C. 620d(a)), shall
not be considered to be an unobligated bal-
ance retained by the Western Area Power
Administration for purposes of paragraph
O(D).

(c) TERMINATION.—The pilot project under
this section shall terminate on the date that
is 7 years after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SA 1353. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS

SEC. 4001. CONVEYANCE OF LOWELL OBSERV-
ATORY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) OBSERVATORY.—The term ‘‘Observ-
atory’”” means the Lowell Observatory in
Flagstaff, Arizona.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ¢Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service.

(b) RELEASE OF REVERSIONARY AND RE-
SERVED INTERESTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, if the Observatory makes a written
request to the Secretary for conveyance of
the parcel of land described in paragraph (2)
not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall con-
vey to the Observatory, without consider-
ation and by quitclaim deed, all right, title,
and interest of the United States in and to
that parcel of land.

(2) LAND DESCRIBED.—The parcel of land to
be conveyed under paragraph (1) is the Na-
tional Forest System land—

(A) conveyed by the United States to Per-
cival Lowell and his heirs by the Act entitled
“An Act granting certain lands in the
Coconino National Forest, in Arizona, for ob-
servatory purposes’’, approved May 30, 1910
(36 Stat. 452; chapter 261); and

(B) described as sec. 17, T. 21 N., R. 7T E., of
the Gila and Salt River base and meridian in
Coconino County, Arizona.

SA 1354. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—_MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 4001. WATER SUPPLY INFRASTRUCTURE RE-
HABILITATION AND UTILIZATION.

(a) AGING INFRASTRUCTURE ACCOUNT.—Sec-
tion 9603 of the Omnibus Public Land Man-
agement Act of 2009 (43 U.S.C. 510b) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(d) AGING INFRASTRUCTURE ACCOUNT.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the general fund of the Treasury a special
account, to be known as the ‘Aging Infra-
structure Account’ (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘Account’), to provide funds
to, and provide for the extended repayment
of the funds by, a transferred works oper-
ating entity or project beneficiary respon-
sible for repayment of reimbursable costs for
the conduct of extraordinary operation and
maintenance work at a project facility,
which shall consist of—

““(A) any amounts that are specifically ap-
propriated to the Account under section 9605;
and

‘(B) any amounts deposited in the Account
under paragraph (3)(B).

‘“(2) EXPENDITURES.—Subject to appropria-
tions and paragraph (3), the Secretary may
expend amounts in the Account to fund and
provide for extended repayment of the funds
for eligible projects identified in a report
submitted under paragraph (5)(A).

¢“(3) REPAYMENT CONTRACT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not
expend amounts under paragraph (2) with re-
spect to an eligible project described in that
paragraph unless the transferred works oper-
ating entity or project beneficiary respon-
sible for repayment of reimbursable costs
has entered into a contract to repay the
amounts under subsection (b)(2).

‘“(B) DEPOSIT OF REPAID FUNDS.—Amounts
repaid by a transferred works operating enti-
ty or project beneficiary responsible for re-
payment of reimbursable costs receiving
funds under a repayment contract entered
into under this subsection shall be deposited
in the Account and shall be available to the
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Secretary for expenditure in accordance with
this subsection without further appropria-
tion.

““(4) APPLICATION FOR FUNDING.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not less than once per
fiscal year, the Secretary shall accept, dur-
ing an application period established by the
Secretary, applications from transferred
works operating entities or project bene-
ficiaries responsible for payment of reim-
bursable costs for funds and extended repay-
ment for eligible projects.

‘“(B) ELIGIBLE PROJECT.—A project eligible
for funding and extended repayment under
this subsection is a project that—

‘(i) qualifies as an extraordinary operation
and maintenance work under this section;

‘‘(ii) is for the major, non-recurring main-
tenance of a mission-critical asset; and

‘(iii) is not eligible to be carried out or
funded under the repayment provisions of
section 4(c) of the Reclamation Safety of
Dams Act of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 508(c)).

‘“(C) GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATIONS.—Not
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this subsection, the Secretary shall
issue guidelines describing the information
required to be provided in an application for
funding and extended repayment under this
subsection that require, at a minimum—

‘(i) a description of the project for which
the funds are requested;

‘(i) the amount of funds requested;

‘(iii) the repayment period requested by
the transferred works operating entity or
project beneficiary responsible for repay-
ment of reimbursable costs;

‘(iv) alternative non-Federal funding op-
tions that have been evaluated;

‘“(v) the financial justification for request-
ing an extended repayment period; and

‘“(vi) the financial records of the trans-
ferred works operating entity or project ben-
eficiary responsible for repayment of reim-
bursable costs.

‘(D) REVIEW BY THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary shall review each application sub-
mitted under subparagraph (A)—

‘(i) to determine whether the project is el-
igible for funds and an extended repayment
period under this subsection;

‘“(ii) to determine if the project has been
identified by the Bureau of Reclamation as
part of the major rehabilitation and replace-
ment of a project facility; and

¢“(iii) to conduct a financial analysis of—

‘“(I) the project; and

‘“(IT) the transferred works operating enti-
ty or project beneficiary responsible for re-
payment of reimbursable costs.

‘“(5) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date on which an application period
closes under paragraph (4)(A), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committees on Energy
and Natural Resources and Appropriations of
the Senate and the Committees on Natural
Resources and Appropriations of the House
of Representatives a report that—

‘“(A) 1identifies each project eligible for
funding and extended repayment under this
subsection;

“(B) with respect to each eligible project
identified under subparagraph (A), includes—

‘(i) a description of—

‘“(I) the eligible project;

‘“(IT) the anticipated cost and duration of
the eligible project; and

“(III) any remaining engineering or envi-
ronmental compliance that is required be-
fore the eligible project commences;

‘(ii) an analysis of—

‘“(I) the repayment period proposed in the
application; and

‘“(IT) if the Secretary recommends a min-
imum necessary repayment period that is
different than the repayment period pro-
posed in the application, the minimum nec-
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essary repayment period recommended by
the Secretary; and

‘‘(iii) an analysis of alternative non-Fed-
eral funding options; and

‘(C) describes the balance of funds in the
Account as of the date of the report.

‘(6) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in
this subsection affects—

““(A) any funding provided, or contracts en-
tered into, under subsection (a) before the
date of enactment of this subsection; or

“(B) the use of funds otherwise made avail-

able to the Secretary to carry out subsection
(a).”.
(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
THE RECLAMATION SAFETY OF DAMS ACT OF
1978.—Section 5 of the Reclamation Safety of
Dams Act of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 509) is amended,
in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘, and, ef-
fective October 1, 2019, not to exceed an addi-
tional $550,000,000 (October 1, 2019, price lev-
els)” before ¢, plus or minus’’.

(¢) REVIEW OF FLOOD CONTROL RULE
CURVES PILOT PROJECT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) BUREAU.—The term ‘‘Bureau’’ means
the Bureau of Reclamation.

(B) ELIGIBLE WORKS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible works’’
means a reserved works, or a transferred
works for which—

(I) the flood control rule curve has not
been substantially adjusted during the 10-
year period ending on the date of enactment
of this Act; and

(IT) the Secretary receives a request in ac-
cordance with paragraph (3)(A)().

(ii) EXCLUSIONS.—The term
works’” does not include—

(I) any project authorized by the Boulder
Canyon Project Act (43 U.S.C. 617 et seq.);

(IT) any project authorized by the Act of
April 11, 1956 (commonly known as the ‘‘Col-
orado River Storage Project Act’) (43 U.S.C.
620 et seq.); or

(ITI) any project of the Pick-Sloan Mis-
souri River Basin Program (authorized by
section 9 of the Act of December 22, 1944
(commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act
of 1944*) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 665)).

(C) PILOT PROJECT.—The term ‘‘pilot
project’” means the pilot project established
under paragraph (2).

(D) RESPONSIBLE PARTY.—The term ‘‘re-
sponsible party’” means—

(i) with respect to a reserved works—

(I) a non-Federal water user or power con-
tractor that has an active repayment, water
service, or power service contract with the
Bureau;

(IT) a power contractor that has an active
contract with a Federal power marketing ad-
ministration for energy, capacity, or energy
and capacity, from a hydropower facility
owned by the Bureau; or

(ITI) a non-Federal operating entity, in-
cluding a joint powers authority or board of
control, that has assumed responsibility on
behalf of multiple water users, through a
contract with the Bureau, for the operation
and maintenance of the reserved works; and

(ii) with respect to a transferred works, the
operating entity of the transferred works.

(E) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means Secretary of the Interior.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROJECT.—The
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Army, shall establish within
the Bureau a pilot project to adjust flood
control rule curves in accordance with para-
graph (4).

(3) SELECTION OF ELIGIBLE WORKS.—

(A) REQUEST.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In order for an eligible
works to be selected for inclusion in the
pilot project, a responsible party shall sub-
mit a written request to the Secretary seek-
ing a flood control rule curve adjustment.

“eligible
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(ii) NoTICcE.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Secretary receives a
request under clause (i), the Secretary shall
notify—

(I) each responsible party of that request,
using lists maintained by the Bureau; and

(IT) if applicable, the appropriate Federal
power marketing administration.

(B) SELECTION.—Each year, the Secretary
shall—

(i) select 1 or more eligible works for inclu-
sion in the pilot project; and

(ii) submit a list of those eligible works
to—

(I) the Secretary of the Army;

(IT) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(ITI) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate.

(C) EXCLUSION.—The Secretary shall not
select an eligible works for inclusion in the
pilot project under subparagraph (B)@i) if,
not later than 60 days after the date on
which the notice is provided to each respon-
sible party under subparagraph (A)@i)(I), a
majority of the responsible parties submit to
the Secretary an objection to the inclusion
of the eligible works in the pilot project.

(4) ADJUSTMENT OF A FLOOD CONTROL
RULE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The flood control rule
curve of an eligible works shall be adjusted
pursuant to section 7 of the Act of December
22, 1944 (33 U.S.C. 709), if the Secretary of the
Army determines that the adjustment would
enhance the authorized purposes of the eligi-
ble works.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In the adjustment of
a flood control rule curve under subpara-
graph (A), the following factors shall be con-
sidered:

(i) Forecast-informed reservoir operations.

(ii) Improved hydrologic forecasting for—

(I) precipitation;

(IT) snowpack;

(IIT) runoff; and

(IV) soil moisture conditions.

(iii) Any new watershed data, including
data provided by a responsible party for the
eligible works.

(C) CONSULTATION.—In the adjustment of a
flood control rule curve under subparagraph
(A), the following entities shall be consulted:

(i) Each responsible party for the eligible
works.

(ii) In the case of an eligible works that
produces power marketed by the Federal
Government, the Federal power marketing
administration that markets the power.

(iii) The Secretary.

(5) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall
consult with the Secretary of the Army with
respect to any action taken by the Secretary
of the Army—

(A) pursuant to section 7 of the Act of De-
cember 22, 1944 (33 U.S.C. 709); and

(B) that relates to the pilot project.

(6) FUNDING.—The Secretary or the Sec-
retary of the Army, as appropriate, may ac-
cept amounts from responsible parties for el-
igible works to fund all or a portion of the
cost of carrying out an adjustment of a flood
control rule under paragraph (4), including a
review or revision of operational documents
(including water control plans, water control
manuals, water control diagrams, release
schedules, rule curves, operational agree-
ments with non-Federal entities, and any as-
sociated environmental documentation).

(7) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection—

(A) affects or modifies any existing author-
ity to review or modify—

(i) reservoir operations, including any ex-
isting forecast-informed reservoir operations
at a facility of the Corps of Engineers, such
as Coyote Dam; and

(ii) flood control operations; or
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(B) affects or modifies any authorized pur-
pose of any project carried out by the Sec-
retary.

(8) TERMINATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The pilot project shall
terminate on the date that is 15 years after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(B) EFFECT.—Termination of the pilot
project under subparagraph (A) shall not af-
fect any flood control rule curve developed
as part of the pilot project.

SA 1355. Ms. MCSALLY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 12 . PUBLIC LAND RENEWABLE ENERGY
DEVELOPMENT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED LAND.—The term
land” means land that is—

(A) public land; and

(B) not excluded from the development of
geothermal, solar, or wind energy under—

(i) a land use plan established under the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or

(ii) other Federal law.

(2) EXCLUSION AREA.—The term ‘‘exclusion
area’” means covered land that is identified
by the Bureau of Land Management as not
suitable for development of renewable en-
ergy projects.

(3) FEDERAL LAND.—The term
land’” means—

(A) National Forest System land; and

(B) public land.

(4) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund’ means the Re-
newable Energy Resource Conservation Fund
established by subsection (h)(3)(A).

() NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—The term
‘““National Forest System’ has the meaning
given the term in section 11(a) of the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)).

(6) PRIORITY AREA.—The term ‘‘priority
area’® means covered land identified by the
land use planning process of the Bureau of
Land Management as being a preferred loca-
tion for a renewable energy project, includ-
ing a designated leasing area (as defined in
section 2801.5(b) of title 43, Code of Federal
Regulations (or a successor regulation)) that
is identified under the rule of the Bureau of
Land Management entitled ‘‘Competitive
Processes, Terms, and Conditions for Leasing
Public Lands for Solar and Wind Energy De-
velopment and Technical Changes and Cor-
rections” (81 Fed. Reg. 92122 (December 19,
2016)) (or a successor regulation).

(7) PuBLIC LAND.—The term ‘‘public land”
has the meaning given the term ‘‘public
lands” in section 103 of the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1702).

(8) RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT.—The term
‘“‘renewable energy project’” means a project
carried out on covered land that uses wind,
solar, or geothermal energy to generate en-
ergy.

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(10) VARIANCE AREA.—The term ‘‘variance
area’ means covered land that—

(A) is not an exclusion area; and

(B) is not a priority area.

(b) LAND USE PLANNING; SUPPLEMENTS TO
PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENTS.—

(1) PRIORITY AREAS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Energy, shall

“‘covered

“‘Federal
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establish priority areas on covered land for
geothermal, solar, and wind energy projects.

(B) DEADLINE.—

(i) GEOTHERMAL ENERGY.—For geothermal
energy, the Secretary shall establish priority
areas as soon as practicable, but not later
than 5 years, after the date of enactment of
this Act.

(ii) SOLAR ENERGY.—For solar energy, the
Secretary shall establish additional priority
areas as soon as practicable, but not later
than 3 years, after the date of enactment of
this Act.

(iii) WIND ENERGY.—For wind energy, the
Secretary shall establish priority areas as
soon as practicable, but not later than 3
years, after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(2) VARIANCE AREAS.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, variance areas shall be con-
sidered for renewable energy project develop-
ment, consistent with the principles of mul-
tiple use (as defined in section 103 of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702)).

(3) REVIEW AND MODIFICATION.—Not less fre-
quently than once every 5 years, the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) review the adequacy of land allocations
for geothermal, solar, and wind energy pri-
ority and variance areas for the purpose of
encouraging new renewable energy develop-
ment opportunities; and

(B) based on the review carried out under
subparagraph (A), add, modify, or eliminate
priority, variance, and exclusion areas.

(4) COMPLIANCE WITH THE NATIONAL ENVI-
RONMENTAL POLICY ACT.—For purposes of this
subsection, compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.) shall be accomplished—

(A) for geothermal energy, by
supplementing the October 2008 final pro-
grammatic environmental impact statement
for geothermal leasing in the Western United
States, including by incorporating any addi-
tional regional analyses that were completed
by Federal agencies after the date on which
the programmatic environmental impact
statement was finalized;

(B) for solar energy, by supplementing the
July 2012 final programmatic environmental
impact statement for the Solar Energy Pro-
gram of the Bureau of Land Management, in-
cluding by incorporating any additional re-
gional analyses that were completed by Fed-
eral agencies after the date on which the
programmatic environmental impact state-
ment was finalized; and

(C) for wind energy, by supplementing the
July 2005 final programmatic environmental
impact statement for wind energy develop-
ment, including by incorporating any addi-
tional regional analyses that were completed
by Federal agencies after the date on which
the programmatic environmental impact
statement was finalized.

(6) NO EFFECT ON PROCESSING APPLICA-
TIONS.—A requirement to prepare a supple-
ment to a programmatic environmental im-
pact statement under this subsection shall
not result in any delay in processing an ap-
plication for a renewable energy project.

(6) COORDINATION.—In developing a supple-
ment required by this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall coordinate, on an ongoing basis,
with appropriate State, Tribal, and local
governments, transmission infrastructure
owners and operators, developers, and other
appropriate entities to ensure that priority
areas identified by the Secretary are—

(A) economically viable (including having
access to existing or planned transmission
capacity);

(B) likely to avoid or minimize conflict
with habitat for animals and plants, recre-
ation, cultural resources, and other uses of
covered land; and
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(C) consistent with section 202 of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712), including subsection
(c)(9) of that section (43 U.S.C. 1712(c)(9)).

(c) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW ON COVERED
LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a proposed renewable energy
project has been sufficiently analyzed by a
programmatic environmental impact state-
ment conducted under subsection (b)(4), the
Secretary shall not require any additional
review under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

(2) ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—If
the Secretary determines that additional en-
vironmental review under the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321
et seq.) is necessary for a proposed renewable
energy project, the Secretary shall rely on
the analysis in the programmatic environ-
mental impact statement conducted under
subsection (b)(4) to the maximum extent
practicable when analyzing the potential im-
pacts of the project.

(3) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAW.—Nothing
in this subsection modifies or supersedes any
requirement under applicable law.

(d) PROGRAM TO IMPROVE RENEWABLE EN-
ERGY PROJECT PERMIT COORDINATION.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and implement, through the offices
established under subparagraph (B), a pro-
gram to improve Federal permit coordina-
tion with respect to renewable energy
projects on covered land.

(B) ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICES.—To estab-
lish and implement the program described in
subparagraph (A), and to carry out other
necessary activities, as determined by the
Secretary, the Secretary shall establish—

(i) an office to serve as the National Re-
newable Energy Coordination Office; and

(ii) State, district, or field Renewable En-
ergy Coordination Offices, for such time as
the Secretary determines to be appropriate.

(2) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding for purposes of this sub-
section, including to specifically expedite
the environmental analysis of applications
for projects proposed in a variance area or a
priority area, with—

(i) the Secretary of Defense; and

(ii) the Secretary of Agriculture.

(B) STATE PARTICIPATION.—The Secretary
may request the Governor of any interested
State to be a signatory to the memorandum
of understanding under subparagraph (A).

(3) DESIGNATION OF QUALIFIED STAFF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the memorandum of
understanding under paragraph (2) is exe-
cuted, all Federal signatories, as appro-
priate, shall identify for the National Renew-
able Energy Coordination Office established
under paragraph (1)(B)(i) and each Renew-
able Energy Coordination Office established
under paragraph (1)(B)(ii) 1 or more employ-
ees who have expertise in the regulatory
issues relating to the office in which the em-
ployee is employed, including, as applicable,
particular expertise in—

(i) consultation regarding, and preparation
of, biological opinions under section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
1536);

(ii) permits under section 404 of the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C.
1344);

(iii) regulatory matters under the Clean
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.);

(iv) the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.);
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(v) the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16
U.S.C. 703 et seq.);

(vi) the preparation of analyses under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(vii) implementation of the requirements
of section 306108 of title 54, United States
Code (formerly known as section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act);

(viii) planning under section 14 of the Na-
tional Forest Management Act of 1976 (16
U.S.C. 472a); and

(ix) the Act of June 8, 1940 (54 Stat. 250,
chapter 278; 16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) (commonly
known as the ‘“Bald Eagle Protection Act’).

(B) DuTiEs.—Each employee assigned
under subparagraph (A) shall—

(i) be responsible for addressing all issues
relating to the jurisdiction of the home of-
fice or agency of the employee; and

(ii) participate as part of the team of per-
sonnel working on proposed energy projects,
planning, monitoring, inspection, enforce-
ment, and environmental analyses.

(4) CLARIFICATION OF EXISTING AUTHORITY.—
Section 307 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1737) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(8) DONATIONS.—The Secretary, in accord-
ance with subsection (c), may accept dona-
tions from renewable energy companies
working on public lands, including donations
to help cover the costs of environmental re-
views.”.

(6) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 1
of the first fiscal year beginning after the
date of enactment of this Act, and each Feb-
ruary 1 thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report describing the
progress made under the program established
under paragraph (1)(A) during the preceding
year.

(B) INcLUSIONS.—Each report under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include—

(i) projections for renewable energy pro-
duction and capacity installations; and

(ii) a description of any problems relating
to leasing, permitting, siting, or production.

(e) INCREASING ECONOMIC CERTAINTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
sider the total amount paid in acreage rental
rates, capacity fees, and other recurring an-
nual fees in evaluating existing rates paid by
renewable energy projects for the use of Fed-
eral land.

(2) INCREASES IN BASE RENTAL RATES.—
After a base rental rate is established on an
issuance of a right-of-way authorization, for
the entire term of the right-of-way author-
ization, any increase in the base rental rate
shall be Ilimited to the Implicit Price
Deflator-Gross Domestic Product Index pub-
lished by the Bureau of Economic Analysis
of the Department of Commerce on the date
of issuance of the right-of-way authoriza-
tion.

(3) REDUCTIONS IN BASE RENTAL RATES.—
The Secretary may reduce acreage rental
rates and capacity fees for existing and new
wind and solar authorizations if the Sec-
retary determines—

(A) that the existing rates—

(i) exceed fair market value;

(ii) impose economic hardships;

(iii) limit commercial interest in a com-
petitive lease sale or right-of-way grant; or

(iv) are not competitively priced compared
to other available land; or

(B) that a reduced rental rate or capacity
fee is necessary to promote the greatest use
of wind and solar energy resources, espe-
cially inside priority areas.

(f) LIMITED GRANDFATHERING.—
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(1) DEFINITION OF PROJECT.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘project’” means a system
described in section 2801.9(a)(4) of title 43,
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on
the date of enactment of this Act).

(2) REQUIREMENT TO PAY RENTS AND FEES.—
The owner of a project that applied for a
right-of-way under section 501 of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1761) on or before December 19, 2016,
shall be obligated to pay with respect to the
right-of-way all rents and fees in effect be-
fore the effective date of the rule of the Bu-
reau of Land Management entitled ‘‘Com-
petitive Processes, Terms, and Conditions for
Leasing Public Lands for Solar and Wind En-
ergy Development and Technical Changes
and Corrections’” (81 Fed. Reg. 92122 (Decem-
ber 19, 2016)).

(g) RENEWABLE ENERGY GOAL.—The Sec-
retary and the Secretary of Agriculture,
through management of public land and ad-
ministration of Federal laws, shall seek to
issue permits that, in total, authorize pro-
duction of not less than 25 gigawatts of elec-
tricity from wind, solar, and geothermal en-
ergy projects by not later than December 31,
2025.

(h) DISPOSITION OF REVENUES.—

(1) DISPOSITION OF REVENUES.—Without fur-
ther appropriation or fiscal year limitation,
of the amounts collected as bonus bids, rent-
als, fees, or other payments under a right-of-
way, permit, lease, or other authorization
(other than under section 504(g) of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1764(g))) for the development
of wind or solar energy on covered land or
National Forest System land—

(A) for the period beginning on January 1,
2021, and ending on December 31, 2040—

(i) 25 percent shall be paid by the Secretary
of the Treasury to the State within the
boundaries of which the revenue is derived;

(ii) 256 percent shall be paid by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to the 1 or more coun-
ties within the boundaries of which the rev-
enue is derived, to be allocated among the
counties based on the percentage of land
from which the revenue is derived;

(iii) 15 percent shall be deposited in the
Treasury and be made available to the Sec-
retary to carry out the program established
under subsection (d)(1), including the trans-
fer of the funds by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to other Federal agencies and State
agencies to facilitate the processing of re-
newable energy permits on Federal land,
with priority given to using the amounts, to
the maximum extent practicable without
detrimental impacts to emerging markets,
to expediting the issuance of permits re-
quired for the development of renewable en-
ergy projects in the States from which the
revenues are derived; and

(iv) 35 percent shall be deposited in the
Fund; and

(B) beginning on January 1, 2041—

(i) 25 percent shall be paid by the Secretary
of the Treasury to the State within the
boundaries of which the revenue is derived;

(ii) 256 percent shall be paid by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to the 1 or more coun-
ties within the boundaries of which the rev-
enue is derived, to be allocated among the
counties based on the percentage of land
from which the revenue is derived;

(iii) 10 percent shall be deposited in the
Treasury and be made available to the Sec-
retary to carry out the program established
under subsection (d)(1), including the trans-
fer of the funds by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to other Federal agencies and State
agencies to facilitate the processing of re-
newable energy permits on Federal land,
with priority given to using the amounts, to
the maximum extent practicable without
detrimental impacts to emerging markets,
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to expediting the issuance of permits re-
quired for the development of renewable en-
ergy projects in the States from which the
revenues are derived; and

(iv) 40 percent shall be deposited in the
Fund.

(2) PAYMENTS TO STATES AND COUNTIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts paid to States
and counties under paragraph (1) shall be
used consistent with section 35 of the Min-
eral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 191).

(B) PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES.—A pay-
ment to a county under subparagraph (A)
shall be in addition to a payment in lieu of
taxes received by the county under chapter
69 of title 31, United States Code.

(3) RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCE CON-
SERVATION FUND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—There is established in
the Treasury a fund, to be known as the ‘‘Re-
newable Energy Resource Conservation
Fund”’, which shall be administered by the
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—The Secretary may
make amounts in the Fund available to Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal agencies to be
distributed in regions in which renewable en-
ergy projects are located on Federal land, for
the purposes of—

(i) restoring and protecting—

(I) fish and wildlife habitat for affected
species;

(IT) fish and wildlife corridors for affected
species; and

(ITI) water resources in areas affected by
wind, geothermal, or solar energy develop-
ment; and

(ii) preserving and improving recreational
access to Federal land and water in an af-
fected region through an easement, right-of-
way, or other instrument from willing land-
owners for the purpose of enhancing public
access to existing Federal land and water
that is inaccessible or restricted.

(C) PARTNERSHIPS.—The Secretary may
enter into cooperative agreements with
State, local, and Tribal agencies, nonprofit
organizations, and other appropriate entities
to carry out the activities described in
clauses (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (B).

(D) INVESTMENT OF FUND.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Any amounts deposited in
the Fund shall earn interest in an amount
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury
on the basis of the current average market
yield on outstanding marketable obligations
of the United States of comparable matu-
rities.

(i1) USE.—Any interest earned under clause
(i) may be expended in accordance with this
paragraph.

(E) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—At the end of
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate and the Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report identifying—

(i) the amounts described in paragraph (1)
that were collected during that fiscal year,
organized by source;

(ii) the amount and purpose of payments
made to each Federal, State, local, and Trib-
al agency under subparagraph (B) during
that fiscal year; and

(iii) the amount remaining in the Fund at
the end of the fiscal year.

(F') INTENT OF CONGRESS.—It is the intent of
Congress that the revenues deposited and
used in the Fund shall supplement (and not
supplant) annual appropriations for activi-
ties described in clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-
paragraph (B).

(i) PROMOTING AND ENHANCING DEVELOP-
MENT OF GEOTHERMAL ENERGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 234(a) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 156873(a)) is
amended by striking ‘“‘in the first 5 fiscal
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yvears beginning after the date of enactment
of this Act” and inserting ‘‘through fiscal
year 2023,

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 234(b) of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 156873(b))
is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“Amounts’” and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) AUTHORIZATION.—Effective for fiscal
year 2021 and each fiscal year thereafter,
amounts deposited under subsection (a) shall
be available to the Secretary of the Interior
for expenditure, without further appropria-
tion or fiscal year limitation, to implement
the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C.
1001 et seq.) and this Act.”’.

(j) FACILITATION OF COPRODUCTION OF GEO-
THERMAL ENERGY ON OIL AND GAS LEASES.—
Section 4 of the Geothermal Steam Act of
1970 (30 U.S.C. 1003) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c¢), by striking ‘“The Sec-
retary’ and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’;

(2) in subsection (b), by redesignating para-
graph (3) as paragraph (2) and moving the
paragraph so as to appear after paragraph (1)
of subsection (c) (as designated by paragraph
(1)); and

(3) in subsection (c) (as amended by para-
graphs (1) and (2)), by adding at the end the
following:

¢“(3) LAND SUBJECT TO OIL AND GAS LEASE.—

‘““(A) DEFINITION OF LAND.—In this para-
graph, the term ‘land’ means land that—

‘(i) is under an oil and gas lease issued
pursuant to the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 181 et seq.) or the Mineral Leasing Act
for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 351 et seq.);

‘“(i1) is subject to an approved application
for permit to drill; and

‘“(iii) from which oil and gas production is
occurring.

‘“(B) GEOTHERMAL ENERGY.—Land may be
available for noncompetitive leasing under
this section to the holder of an oil and gas
lease described in subparagraph (A)(i)—

‘(i) if the Secretary determines that geo-
thermal energy will be produced from a well
that is producing or is capable of producing
oil and gas; and

‘(i) to provide for the coproduction of geo-
thermal energy with oil and gas.”’.

(k) NONCOMPETITIVE LEASING OF ADJOINING
AREAS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF GEOTHERMAL
RESOURCES.—Section 4(c) of the Geothermal
Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1003(c)) (as
amended by subsection (j)) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) ADJOINING LAND.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) FAIR MARKET VALUE PER ACRE.—The
term ‘fair market value per acre’ means a
dollar amount per acre that—

‘() subject to subclause (II), is equal to
the market value per acre, as determined by
the Secretary—

‘‘(aa) under regulations promulgated under
this paragraph;

‘“(bb) taking into account the data de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(iii) regarding a
valid discovery under subclause (I) of that
subparagraph; and

‘‘(cc) not later than 180 days after the date
on which the Secretary receives an applica-
tion for a lease under this paragraph; and

‘“(IT) shall be not less than the greater of—

‘‘(aa) 4 times the median amount paid per
acre for all land leased under this Act during
the preceding year; or

“(bb) $50.

““(ii) INDUSTRY STANDARDS.—The term ‘in-
dustry standards’ means the standards by
which a qualified geothermal professional as-
sesses whether downhole or flowing tempera-
ture measurements with indications of per-
meability are sufficient to produce energy
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from geothermal resources, as determined
through flow or injection testing or measure-
ment of lost circulation while drilling.

‘‘(iii) QUALIFIED FEDERAL LAND.—The term
‘qualified Federal land’ means land that is
available for leasing under this Act.

“(lv) QUALIFIED GEOTHERMAL PROFES-
SIONAL.—The term ‘qualified geothermal pro-
fessional’ means an individual who is an en-
gineer or geoscientist in good professional
standing with at least 5 years of experience
in geothermal exploration, development, or
project assessment.

‘“(v) QUALIFIED LESSEE.—The term ‘quali-
fied lessee’ means a person that is eligible to
hold a geothermal lease under this Act (in-
cluding applicable regulations).

‘‘(vi) VALID DISCOVERY.—The term ‘valid
discovery’ means a discovery, by a new or ex-
isting slim hole or production well, of a geo-
thermal resource that exhibits downhole or
flowing temperature measurements with in-
dications of permeability that are sufficient
to meet industry standards.

‘“(B) AUTHORITY.—An area of qualified Fed-
eral land that adjoins other land for which a
qualified lessee holds a legal right to develop
geothermal resources may be available for a
noncompetitive lease under this section to
the qualified lessee at the fair market value
per acre, if—

‘(i) the area of qualified Federal land—

“(I) consists of not less than 1 acre and not
more than 640 acres; and

‘“(IT1) is not already leased under this Act or
nominated to be leased under subsection (a);

‘“(ii) the qualified lessee has not previously
received a noncompetitive lease under this
paragraph in connection with the valid dis-
covery for which data has been submitted
under clause (iii)(I); and

‘‘(iii) sufficient geological and other tech-
nical data prepared by a qualified geo-
thermal professional has been submitted by
the qualified lessee to the applicable Federal
land management agency that would lead in-
dividuals who are experienced in the subject
matter to believe that—

““(I) there is a valid discovery of geo-
thermal resources on the land for which the
qualified lessee holds the legal right to de-
velop geothermal resources; and

““(IT) those geothermal resources extend
into the adjoining areas.

‘(C) REGULATIONS FOR DETERMINING FAIR
MARKET VALUE.—The Secretary shall promul-
gate regulations establishing a procedure to
determine fair market value per acre under
subparagraph (A)(i)(I) for purposes of this
paragraph.

‘(D) ADMINISTRATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

“(I) publish a notice of any request to lease
land under this paragraph;

‘“(II) provide to a qualified lessee and pub-
lish, with an opportunity for public comment
for a period of 30 days, any proposed deter-
mination under this paragraph of the fair
market value per acre of an area that the
qualified lessee seeks to lease under this
paragraph; and

“(IIT) provide to the qualified lessee and
any adversely affected party the opportunity
to appeal the final determination of the fair
market value per acre of the area in an ad-
ministrative proceeding before the applica-
ble Federal land management agency, in ac-
cordance with applicable law (including reg-
ulations).

“(ii) LIMITATION ON NOMINATION.—After
publication of a notice of request to lease
land under this paragraph, the Secretary
may not accept any nomination to lease that
land under subsection (a) unless the request
has been denied or withdrawn.

‘‘(iii) ANNUAL RENTAL.—For purposes of
section 5(a)(3), a lease awarded under this
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paragraph shall be considered a lease award-
ed in a competitive lease sale.

‘“(E) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 270
days after the date of enactment of the
American Energy Innovation Act of 2020, the
Secretary shall issue regulations to carry
out this paragraph.”.

(1) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, the Secretary
shall continue to manage public land under
the principles of multiple use and sustained
yield in accordance with title I of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), including due
consideration of mineral and nonrenewable
energy-related projects and other nonrenew-
able energy uses, for the purposes of land use
planning, permit processing, and conducting
environmental reviews.

SA 1356. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title I, insert the following:

SEC. 17 . ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES
MANUFACTURING INCENTIVE PRO-
GRAM.

Section 136 of the Energy Independence
and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17013) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (C) as clauses (i) through (iii), re-
spectively, and indenting appropriately;

(ii) by striking the paragraph designation
and heading and all that follows through
“meets—’"’ and inserting the following:

‘(1) ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLE.—The
term ‘advanced technology vehicle’ means—

““(A) an ultra efficient vehicle;

‘“(B) a light duty vehicle that meets—"’;

(iii) in subparagraph (B)(iii) (as so redesig-
nated), by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘; or’’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘(C) a medium-duty or heavy-duty vehicle
that—

“(1)(@) is subject to regulations established
by the Secretary of Transportation under
parts 523, 534, and 535 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or successor regulations);
or

“(II) is included in a vehicle type or class
that offers opportunities to substantially re-
duce consumption of conventional motor
fuel, as determined by the Secretary by rule;
and

‘“(ii) reduces consumption of conventional
motor fuel by 10 percent or greater as com-
pared to model year 2010 medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles of a similar vehicle type or
class, unless the Secretary determines by
rule that—

‘“(I) the percentage is not achievable for a
specific vehicle type or class; and

“(IT) an alternative percentage for that ve-
hicle type or class will result in substantial
reductions in motor fuel consumption within
the United States.”’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(4) QUALIFYING COMPONENTS.—The term
‘qualifying components’ means components,
systems, or groups of subsystems that the
Secretary determines—

““(A) to be designed to improve fuel econ-
omy or otherwise substantially reduce con-
sumption of conventional motor fuel; or

‘(B) to contribute measurably to the over-
all improved fuel use of an advanced tech-
nology vehicle.”’;
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(2) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or other
vehicle’ after ‘‘ultra efficient vehicle’’; and

(3) in subsection (h)(1)(B), by striking
‘‘automobiles, or components of auto-
mobiles’” and inserting ‘‘automobiles or
other vehicles, or components of auto-
mobiles or other vehicles”.

SA 1357. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPORT ON WIRELESS PHONE SERV-
ICE RESILIENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Communica-
tions Commission shall study, and publish a
report on, actions the Federal Government,
telecommunications providers, and State
emergency officials should take to improve
the resilience of wireless phone service dur-
ing natural disasters, including wildfires.

(b) CONTENTS.—In the report published
under subsection (a), the Federal Commu-
nications Commission shall—

(1) specify the type of pre-planned coordi-
nation agreements between telecommuni-
cations providers, such as roaming and
peering agreements and mutual aid arrange-
ments, that should take effect during nat-
ural disasters; and

(2) assess the feasibility of expanding the
one-call notification system programs under
chapter 61 and section 60114 of title 49,
United States Code, to cover wireless phone
service.

SA 1358. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . REPORT ON ENERGY USAGE OF NET-
WORK-ENABLED APPLIANCES AND
DEVICES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) NETWORK-ENABLED APPLIANCE.—The
term ‘‘network-enabled appliance’” means
any product described in paragraphs (1)
through (20) of section 322(a) of the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C.
6292(a)) capable of interacting and commu-
nicating with other electronic devices by
using wireless internet or other wireless pro-
tocols, interactively or autonomously.

(2) NETWORK-ENABLED DEVICE.—The term
“‘network-enabled device” means an elec-
tronic device capable of computation and
communication with other electronic devices
by using wireless internet or other wireless
protocols, such as an electronic tablet, smart
speaker, and smart thermostat.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report that
describes—

(1) the energy usage of network-enabled ap-
pliances and network-enabled devices during
standby and active modes; and

(2) recommendations for updating appli-
ance efficiency standards to ensure max-
imum energy efficiency of network-enabled
appliances and network-enabled devices.

SA 1359. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
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by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . STUDY ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
MICROGRIDS IN WILDFIRE RISK
AREAS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct a study relating to the imple-
mentation of microgrids in wildfire risk
areas, including assessments of—

(A) the means by which utilities can better
plan for that implementation;

(B) any permitting changes at the local,
State, or Federal level that are necessary for
that implementation; and

(C) any other barriers to that implementa-
tion; and

(2) make publicly available the results of
the study conducted under paragraph (1).

SA 1360. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title I, insert
the following:

SEC. 15 . INTERIM STORAGE PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFECTED INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘af-
fected Indian tribe’” has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

(2) HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE.—The
term ‘‘high-level radioactive waste’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2 of the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C.
10101).

(3) NUCLEAR WASTE FUND.—The term ‘Nu-
clear Waste Fund’’ means the Nuclear Waste
Fund established under section 302(c) of the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C.
10222(c)).

(4) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program carried out
under subsection (b).

(5) SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL.—The term ‘‘spent
nuclear fuel” has the meaning given the
term in section 2 of the Nuclear Waste Pol-
icy Act of 1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101).

(b) P1ILOT PROGRAM.—Notwithstanding any
provision of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of
1982 (42 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.), the Secretary
shall carry out a pilot program to license,
construct, and operate 1 or more Federal
consolidated storage facilities to provide in-
terim storage, as needed, for spent nuclear
fuel and high-level radioactive waste located
on sites without an operating nuclear reac-
tor.

(¢) REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS.—Not later
than 120 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall issue a request
for proposals for cooperative agreements—

(1) to obtain any license necessary from
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the
construction of 1 or more consolidated stor-
age facilities;

(2) to demonstrate the safe transportation
of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radio-
active waste, as applicable; and

(3) to demonstrate the safe storage of spent
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive
waste, as applicable, at the 1 or more con-
solidated storage facilities, pending the con-
struction and operation of deep geologic dis-
posal capacity for the permanent disposal of
the spent nuclear fuel or high-level radio-
active waste.
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(d) CONSENT-BASED APPROVAL.—Prior to
siting a consolidated storage facility pursu-
ant to this section, the Secretary shall enter
into an agreement to host the facility with—

(1) the Governor of the State;

(2) each unit of local government within
the jurisdiction of which the facility is pro-
posed to be located; and

(3) each affected Indian tribe.

(e) APPLICABILITY.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary shall comply with—

(1) all licensing requirements and regula-
tions of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission;
and

(2) all other applicable laws (including reg-
ulations).

(f) PILOT PROGRAM PLAN.—Not later than
120 days after the date on which the Sec-
retary issues the request for proposals under
subsection (c), the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a plan to carry out this section
that includes—

(1) an estimate of the cost of licensing,
constructing, and operating a consolidated
storage facility, including the transportation
costs, on an annual basis, over the expected
lifetime of the facility;

(2) a schedule for—

(A) obtaining any license necessary to con-
struct and operate a consolidated storage fa-
cility from the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion;

(B) constructing the facility;

(C) transporting spent nuclear fuel to the
facility; and

(D) removing the spent nuclear fuel and de-
commissioning the facility;

(3) an estimate of the cost of any financial
assistance, compensation, or incentives pro-
posed to be paid to the host State, Indian
tribe, or local government;

(4) an estimate of any future reductions in
the damages expected to be paid by the
United States for the delay of the Depart-
ment in accepting spent nuclear fuel ex-
pected to result from the pilot program;

(5) recommendations for any additional
legislation needed to authorize and imple-
ment the pilot program; and

(6) recommendations for a mechanism to
ensure that any spent nuclear fuel or high-
level radioactive waste stored at a consoli-
dated storage facility pursuant to this sec-
tion shall move to deep geologic disposal ca-
pacity, following a consent-based approval
process for that deep geologic disposal capac-
ity consistent with subsection (d), within a
reasonable time after the issuance of a li-
cense to construct and operate the consoli-
dated storage facility.

(g) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.—Prior to choos-
ing a site for the construction of a consoli-
dated storage facility under this section, the
Secretary shall conduct 1 or more public
hearings in the vicinity of each potential
site and in at least 1 other location within
the State in which the site is located to so-
licit public comments and recommendations.

(h) USE OF NUCLEAR WASTE FUND.—The
Secretary may make expenditures from the
Nuclear Waste Fund to carry out this sec-
tion, subject to appropriations.

SA 1361. Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

Strike section 1031.

SA 1362. Mr. UDALL (for himself and
Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, to support innova-
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tion in advanced geothermal research
and development, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—MINERAL LEASING
SEC. 4001. INCREASED ONSHORE OIL AND GAS
ROYALTY RATES.

Section 17 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 226) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“12.5”’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘18.75’; and

(2) by striking ‘12% per centum’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘18.75 per-
cent’’.

SEC. 4002. INCREASED MINIMUM BID AMOUNT.

Section 17(b) of the Mineral Leasing Act
(30 U.S.C. 226(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(B)—

(A) by striking the subparagraph designa-
tion and all that follows through the period
at the end of the first sentence and inserting
the following:

“(B) NATIONAL MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE BID.—

‘“(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clauses (ii) and (v), the national minimum
acceptable bid shall be $10 per acre.”’;

(B) in the second sentence—

(i) by striking ‘“‘Thereafter, the Secretary”’
and inserting the following:

‘“(ii) ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘is necessary: (i) to en-
hance” and inserting the following: ‘‘is nec-
essary—

“(I) to enhance’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘(ii) to promote’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(IT) to promote’’;

(C) in the third sentence, by striking
‘““Ninety days’ and inserting the following:

¢‘(ii1) NOTIFICATION.—90 days’’;

(D) in the fourth sentence, by striking
““The proposal’’ and inserting the following:

‘(iv) NEPA.—The proposal’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(v) EXCEPTION.—To ensure a return of fair
market value, as determined by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary may establish in a no-
tice of competitive lease sale a minimum ac-
ceptable bid applicable to the lease sale or 1
or more parcels within the lease sale that is
higher than the national minimum bid under
clause (i).”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(C), by striking ‘‘$2
per acre’’ and inserting ‘‘$10 per acre’’.

SEC. 4003. INCREASED ONSHORE OIL AND GAS
RENTAL RATES.

Section 17(d) of the Mineral Leasing Act
(30 U.S.C. 226(d)) is amended, in the first sen-
tence—

(1) by striking ‘‘$1.50 per acre’ and insert-
ing “‘$3 per acre’’; and

(2) by striking “‘$2 per acre’ and inserting
“‘$5 per acre’’.

SEC. 4004. FEE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST.

Section 17 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 226) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(q) FEE FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
charge any person who submits, in accord-
ance with procedures established by the Sec-
retary to carry out this subsection, an ex-
pression of interest in leasing land available
for disposition under this section for explo-
ration for, and development of, oil or gas a
fee, in an amount determined by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (2).

‘“(2) AMOUNT.—The fee authorized under
paragraph (1) shall be established by the Sec-
retary in an amount that is determined by
the Secretary to be appropriate to cover the
aggregate cost of processing an expression of
interest under this subsection, but not less
than $15 per acre of the area covered by the
applicable expression of interest.”.
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SEC. 4005. ADJUSTMENT.

Section 17 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 226) (as amended by section 4004) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(r) ADJUSTMENT TO CERTAIN FEES.—The
Secretary shall—

‘(1) not later than 4 years after the date of
enactment of the American Energy Innova-
tion Act of 2020, and at least once every 4
years thereafter, promulgate regulations ad-
justing each of the per-acre dollar amounts
of fees imposed under subsections (b), (d),
and (q) and subsections (e) and (f) of section
31 to reflect the change in the Consumer
Price Index for All Urban Consumers pub-
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics; and

‘“(2) as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to enhance financial returns to the
United States or to promote more efficient
management of oil and gas resources on Fed-
eral land, promulgate regulations adjusting
any of the applicable per-acre dollar
amounts of fees imposed under subsection
(b), (d), or (q) or subsection (e) or (f) of sec-
tion 31, as applicable.”.
SEC. 4006. REINSTATEMENT

LEASES.

Section 31 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30
U.S.C. 188) is amended—

(1) in subsection (e)—

(A) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘(2) payment of back rentals and the inclu-
sion in a reinstated lease of a requirement
for future rentals at a rate of not less than
$20 per acre per year;’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking the subparagraph designa-
tion;

(IT) by striking ‘‘issued pursuant to the
provisions of section 17(b) of this Act’’;

(ITI) by striking ‘1625’ and inserting *25’;
and

(IV) by inserting
colon; and

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B); and

(C) in the second sentence of the undesig-
nated matter following paragraph (4), by
striking ‘‘, but not to exceed $500°’; and

(2) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“$5” and
inserting ““$10”’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘12%%”’ and
inserting ‘25",

SEC. 4007. FISCAL REFORM STUDY AND REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall offer to enter into
an arrangement with the National Academy
of Sciences under which the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, in cooperation with the
Comptroller General of the United States,
shall conduct a study evaluating the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of the implementa-
tion of this title and the amendments made
by this title.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—The study conducted
under subsection (a) shall include consider-
ation of—

(1) the systems of the Department of the
Interior for collecting and auditing pay-
ments under this title and the amendments
made by this title;

(2) the performance of the stewardship of
the Department of the Interior and the dis-
position of receipts by the Department of the
Interior in carrying this title and the amend-
ments made by this title; and

(3) the performance of the valuation ap-
proach carried out under this title and the
amendments made by this title, including a
review of whether other approaches could
more fully capture foregone revenue of leas-
ing in low-market conditions in light of
other possible economic uses at different
points in the future.

OF COMPETITIVE

“and” after the semi-
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(c) REPORT.—If the Comptroller General of
the United States enters into an arrange-
ment with the National Academy of Sciences
under subsection (a), not earlier than 3, but
not later than 5, years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
shall submit to Congress a report that de-
scribes the results of the study conducted
under that subsection.

SA 1363. Mr. UDALL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 383, line 8, insert ‘‘the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Secretary of State,” before ‘‘the
Secretary’’.

On page 383, line 12, strike ‘‘national and”
and insert ‘‘environmental, public health,
climate, national, and”’.

On page 383, line 25, strike “‘and’’.

On page 384, line 23, strike the period and
insert ‘‘; and’’.

On page 384, between lines 23 and 24, insert
the following:

(C) an analysis of the environmental, eco-
nomic, and public health risks with respect
to the proposed infrastructure, including an
analysis of—

(i) the climate impacts of the proposed in-
frastructure during each of the 20- and 50-
year periods beginning on the date on which
the proposed infrastructure is constructed;

(ii) the environmental and public health
impacts (including any cumulative impacts)
of the proposed infrastructure on commu-
nities in the vicinity of the proposed infra-
structure;

(iii) the impacts of the proposed infrastruc-
ture on contributions to ocean plastic waste;

(iv) any economic risks associated with the
proposed infrastructure if global tempera-
ture increases were to be limited to 1.5 de-
gree Celsius; and

(v) which geographical areas would be
using the products produced from the pro-
posed infrastructure.

SA 1364. Mr. UDALL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO THE
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986
SEC. 4001. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Clean En-
ergy Victory Bond Act of 2020°°.
SEC. 4002. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Potential exists for increasing clean
and renewable energy production and energy
efficiency installation in the United States.

(2) Other nations, including China and Ger-
many, are ahead of the United States in
manufacturing and deploying various clean
energy technologies, even though many of
these technologies were invented in the
United States.

(3) Climate change represents an existen-
tial threat to the safety, security, and econ-
omy of the United States. Rapid and robust
deployment of clean energy will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the
effects of climate change on American soci-
ety.

(4) Many segments of the American public
want to take charge of efforts to combat the
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effects of climate change and practice re-
sponsible consumer behavior.

(5) The Office of Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy of the Department of Energy
(referred to in this section as the “EERE’)
estimates that taxpayer investment of
$12,000,000,000 into the EERE research and de-
velopment portfolio has already yielded an
estimated net economic benefit to the
United States of more than $230,000,000,000,
with an overall annual return on investment
of more than 20 percent.

(6) Investments in renewable energy and
energy efficiency projects in the TUnited
States create green jobs throughout the Na-
tion. New and innovative jobs could be cre-
ated through expanded government support
for clean energy and energy efficiency.

(7)) As Americans choose energy efficiency
and clean energy and transportation, it re-
duces our dependence on foreign oil and im-
proves our energy security.

(8) Bonds are a low-cost method for encour-
aging clean energy, as they do not require di-
rect budget allocations or expenditures. The
projects supported through Clean Energy
Victory Bonds will create jobs and business
revenues that will increase Federal tax reve-
nues, while simultaneously reducing nation-
wide health and environmental costs in-
curred by the Federal Government.

(9) Bonds are voluntary measures that
allow Americans to contribute financially in
whatever amount is available to them.

(10) During World War II, over 80 percent of
American households purchased Victory
Bonds to support the war effort, raising over
$185,000,000,000, or over $2,000,000,000,000 in to-
day’s dollars.

SEC. 4003. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this title:

(1) CLEAN ENERGY PROJECT.—The term
‘‘clean energy project’” means a technology
that provides—

(A) performance-based energy efficiency
improvements; or

(B) clean energy
ing—

(i) electricity generated from solar, wind,
geothermal, small-scale hydropower, and
hydrokinetic energy sources;

(ii) fuel cells using non-fossil fuel sources;

(iii) advanced storage technologies;

(iv) next generation biofuels from sustain-
able non-food feedstocks; and

(v) electric vehicle infrastructure.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Treasury or the
Secretary’s delegate.

SEC. 4004. CLEAN ENERGY VICTORY BONDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy and the Secretary of De-
fense, shall issue bonds to be known as
‘“‘Clean Emnergy Victory Bonds’, the proceeds
from which shall be used to carry out the
purposes described in subsection (c) of sec-
tion 9512 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
(as added by section 4005).

(b) SAVINGS BOND.—Any Clean Energy Vic-
tory Bond issued under this section shall be
issued by the Secretary—

(1) as a savings bond of series EE, or as ad-
ministered by the Bureau of the Fiscal Serv-
ice of the Department of the Treasury, in a
manner consistent with the provisions of
section 3105 of title 31, United States Code;
and

(2) in denominations of $25 and such other
amounts as are determined appropriate by
the Secretary, and shall mature within such
periods as determined by the Secretary.

(c) AMOUNT OF CLEAN ENERGY VICTORY
BoNDs.—The aggregate face amount of the
Clean Energy Victory Bonds issued annually
under this section shall be not greater than
$50,000,000,000.

improvements, includ-
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(d) INTEREST.—Clean Energy Victory Bonds
shall bear interest at the rate the Secretary
sets for Savings Bonds of Series EE and Se-
ries I, plus a rate of return determined by
the Secretary which is based on the valu-
ation of—

(1) savings achieved through reduced en-
ergy spending by the Federal Government re-
sulting from clean energy projects funded
from the proceeds of such bonds; and

(2) interest collected on loans financed or
guaranteed from the proceeds of such bonds.

(e) FuLL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Payment of
interest and principal with respect to any
Clean Energy Victory Bond issued under this
section shall be made from the general fund
of the Treasury of the United States and
shall be backed by the full faith and credit of
the United States.

(f) PROMOTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take
such actions, independently and in conjunc-
tion with financial institutions offering
Clean Energy Victory Bonds, to promote the
purchase of Clean Energy Victory Bonds, in-
cluding campaigns describing the financial
and social benefits of purchasing Clean En-
ergy Victory Bonds.

(2) PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES.—For purposes
of paragraph (1), promotional activities may
include advertisements, pamphlets, or other
promotional materials—

(A) in periodicals;

(B) on billboards and other outdoor venues;

(C) on television;

(D) on radio;

(E) on the internet;

(F) within financial institutions; or

(G) any other venues or outlets the Sec-
retary may identify.

SEC. 4005. CLEAN ENERGY VICTORY BONDS
TRUST FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter A of chapter
98 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“SEC. 9512. CLEAN ENERGY VICTORY BONDS
TRUST FUND.

‘“(a) CREATION OF TRUST FUND.—There is
established in the Treasury of the United
States a trust fund to be known as the ‘Clean
Energy Victory Bonds Trust Fund’, con-
sisting of such amounts as may be appor-
tioned or credited to such Trust Fund as pro-
vided in this section or section 9602(b).

““(b) TRANSFERS TO TRUST FUND.—There
are hereby appropriated to the Trust Fund—

‘(1) amounts equivalent to revenue from
the issuance of Clean Energy Victory Bonds
under section 4 of the Clean Energy Victory
Bond Act of 2020, and

‘“(2) any gifts or bequests made to the
Trust Fund which are accepted by the Sec-
retary for the benefit of such Fund or any
activity financed through such Fund.

‘‘(c) EXPENDITURES FROM TRUST FUND.—
Amounts in the Trust Fund shall be avail-
able, without further appropriation, to fi-
nance clean energy projects (as defined in
section 3 of the Clean Energy Victory Bond
Act of 2020) at the Federal, State, and local
level, which may include—

‘(1) providing additional support to exist-
ing Federal financing programs available to
States for energy efficiency upgrades and
clean energy deployment,

‘(2) providing funding for clean energy in-
vestments by all Federal agencies,

‘“(3) providing funding for electric grid en-
hancements and connections that enable
clean energy deployment,

‘‘(4) providing funding to renovate existing
inefficient buildings or building new energy
efficient buildings,

‘“(5) providing tax incentives and tax cred-
its for clean energy technologies,

‘(6) providing funding for new innovation
research, including ARPA-E, public competi-
tions similar to those designed by the X
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Prize Foundation, grants provided through
the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy of the Department of Energy, or
other mechanisms to fund revolutionary
clean energy technology,

‘(7)) providing additional support to exist-
ing Federal, State, and local grant programs
that finance clean energy projects, and

‘(8) providing funding for zero-emission ve-
hicle infrastructure and manufacturing.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for subchapter A of chapter 98 of
such Code is amended by adding at the end
the following new item:

“Sec. 9512. Clean Energy Victory Bonds

Trust Fund.”.

SA 1365. Mr. UDALL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous
SEC. 24 . CODIFICATION OF FINAL RULE RE-
LATING TO WASTE PREVENTION.

The final rule of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement entitled ‘‘Waste Prevention, Pro-
duction Subject to Royalties, and Resource
Conservation” (81 Fed. Reg. 83008 (November
18, 2016)) shall have the force and effect of
law.

SA 1366. Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mr. BENNET, Ms. HARRIS, Mr.
MARKEY, and Ms. STABENOW) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . HARDROCK MINING AND RECLAMA-
TION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ABANDONED HARDROCK MINE STATE.—The
term ‘‘abandoned hardrock mine State”
means each of the States of Alaska, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Ne-
vada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon,
South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyo-
ming.

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land” means any land and any interest in
land that is—

(A) owned by the United States; and

(B) open to location of mining claims
under the general mining laws.

(3) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund” means the
Hardrock Minerals Reclamation Fund estab-
lished by subsection (c)(1).

(4) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land”
means land that is—

(A) held in trust for the benefit of an In-
dian tribe or member of an Indian tribe; or

(B) held by an Indian tribe or member of an
Indian tribe, subject to a restriction by the
United States against alienation.

(5) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(6) HARDROCK MINERAL.—The term
“hardrock mineral’” has the meaning given
the term ‘‘locatable mineral” except that—

(A) legal and beneficial title to the mineral
need not be held by the United States; and

(B) paragraph (7)(B) does not apply to this
paragraph.

(7) LOCATABLE MINERAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘locatable min-
eral” means any mineral—
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(i) the legal and beneficial title to which
remains in the United States; and

(ii) that is not subject to disposition
under—

(I) the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181
et seq.);

(IT) the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 (30
U.S.C. 1001 et seq.);

(III) the Act of July 31, 1947 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Materials Act of 1947’) (30
U.S.C. 601 et seq.); or

(IV) the Act of August 7, 1947 (commonly
known as the ‘““‘Mineral Leasing Act for Ac-
quired Lands’’) (30 U.S.C. 351 et seq.).

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘locatable min-
eral’” does not include any mineral that is—

(i) subject to a restriction against alien-
ation imposed by the United States; and

(ii) held in trust by the United States for,
or owned by, any Indian tribe or member of
an Indian tribe, as defined in section 2 of the
Indian Mineral Development Act of 1982 (25
U.S.C. 2101).

(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) ROYALTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (3)
and (4), production of all locatable minerals
from any mining claim located under the
general mining laws shall be subject to a
royalty established by the Secretary by reg-
ulation of not less than 5 percent, and not
more than 8 percent, of the gross income
from mining for production of all locatable
minerals.

(2) ROYALTY RATE.—The regulation shall
establish a reasonable royalty rate for each
locatable mineral subject to a royalty under
this subsection that may vary based on the
locatable mineral concerned.

(3) NO ROYALTY FOR FEDERAL LAND SUBJECT
TO EXISTING PERMIT.—No royalty under para-
graph (1) shall be required for production on
Federal land that—

(A) is subject to an approved plan of oper-
ations or an operations permit on the date of
the enactment of this Act; and

(B) produces valuable locatable minerals in
commercial quantities on the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(4) ROYALTY RELIEF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), in order to promote the greatest ulti-
mate recovery pursuant to a mining permit
or a plan of operations under which produc-
tion in commercial quantities has occurred
and in the interest of conservation of natural
resources, the Secretary may reduce any
royalty otherwise required for all or part of
a mining operation under paragraph (1), on a
showing by clear and convincing evidence by
the person conducting mineral activities
under the operations or mining permit or
plan of operations that, without the reduc-
tion in royalty, production would not occur.

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Any reduction in a
royalty provided for by this paragraph shall
not be effective until 60 days after the date
on which the Secretary—

(i) publishes public notice of the royalty
reduction; and

(ii) submits to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate and the
Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives notice and a state-
ment of the reasons for granting the royalty
reduction.

() FEDERAL LAND NOT SUBJECT TO EXISTING
OPERATIONS PERMIT.—Production from any
Federal land not specifically approved for
mineral extraction under a plan of oper-
ations or an operations permit in existence
on the date of enactment of this Act shall be
subject to the royalty described in paragraph
@.

(6) DEPOSIT.—Amounts received by the
United States as royalties under this sub-
section shall be deposited in the Fund.
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(c) HARDROCK MINERALS
FuND.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States a sepa-
rate account, to be known as the ‘‘Hardrock
Minerals Reclamation Fund”’, consisting of—

(A) any amounts collected under sub-
section (b);

(B) any amounts collected under sub-
section (d); and

(C) any income on investments under para-
graph (2).

(2) INVESTMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall no-
tify the Secretary of the Treasury of any
portion of the Fund that the Secretary de-
termines is not required to meet current
withdrawals.

(B) ELIGIBLE INVESTMENTS.—The Secretary
of the Treasury shall invest portions of the
Fund identified under subparagraph (A) in
public debt securities with maturities suit-
able for the needs of the Fund.

(3) INTEREST.—Investments in public debt
securities shall bear interest at rates deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, tak-
ing into consideration current market yields
on outstanding marketplace obligations of
the United States of comparable maturity.

(4) ADMINISTRATION.—The Fund shall be ad-
ministered by the Secretary, acting through
the Director of the Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement.

() EXPENDITURES.—Subject to paragraph
(7, amounts in the Fund may, without fiscal
year limitation and without further appro-
priation—

(A) be expended by the Secretary for the
purposes described in paragraph (7);

(B) be transferred by the Secretary to the
Director of the Bureau of Land Management,
the Chief of the Forest Service, the Director
of the National Park Service, the Director of
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
or the head of any other Federal agency,
that develops, implements, and has the abil-
ity to carry out all or a significant portion
of a reclamation program under this sub-
section; or

(C) be transferred by the Secretary to an
Indian tribe or a State with an approved rec-
lamation program, as provided in paragraph
(6).

(6) STATE AND TRIBAL RECLAMATION PRO-
GRAMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each State having within
the borders of the State, or Indian tribe hav-
ing within the borders of the reservation of
the Indian tribe, mined land that is eligible
for reclamation under this subsection may
submit to the Secretary a reclamation pro-
gram for the land.

(B) APPROVAL.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a State or Indian tribe has devel-
oped and submitted a program for reclama-
tion of abandoned mines consistent with the
priorities established under paragraph (7)(C)
and has the ability and necessary State or
tribal legislation to implement this sub-
section, the Secretary shall—

(i) approve the program; and

(ii) grant to the State or Indian tribe the
exclusive responsibility and authority to im-
plement the approved program.

(C) WITHDRAWAL OF APPROVAL.—The Sec-
retary shall withdraw the approval and au-
thorization if the Secretary determines that
the State or tribal program is not in compli-
ance with procedures, guidelines, and re-
quirements established by the Secretary.

(D) APPROVAL OF EXISTING PROGRAMS.—
Subject to subparagraph (C), any State pro-
gram in an abandoned hardrock mine State
or tribal program for reclamation of aban-
doned mines approved under title IV of the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) before the
date of enactment of this Act and in good
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standing with the Secretary as of that date
shall be considered approved under this sub-
section.

(7) USE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE FUND.—

(A) USE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, with-
out fiscal year limitation and without fur-
ther appropriation, use amounts in the Fund
for the reclamation and restoration of land
and water resources adversely affected by
past hardrock minerals and mining and re-
lated activities in abandoned hardrock mine
States and on Indian land located within the
exterior boundaries of abandoned hardrock
mine States, including the conduct of activi-
ties—

(I) to protect public health and safety;

(IT) to prevent, abate, treat, and control
water pollution created by abandoned mine
drainage, including activities conducted in
watersheds;

(IIT) to reclaim and restore abandoned sur-
face and underground mined areas;

(IV) to reclaim and restore abandoned
milling and processing areas;

(V) to backfill, seal, or otherwise control
abandoned underground mine entries;

(VI) to revegetate land adversely affected
by past mining activities—

(aa) to prevent erosion and sedimentation;
and

(bb) for any other reclamation purpose;

(VII) to control surface subsidence due to
abandoned underground mines; and

(VIII) to enhance fish and wildlife habitat.

(ii) DETERMINATION.—Before expending
amounts in the Fund for the purposes de-
scribed in clause (i), the Secretary shall
make a determination that there is no con-
tinuing reclamation responsibility of the
claim holder, operator, or other person who
abandoned the site before completion of the
required reclamation under Federal or State
law.

(B) ALLOCATION.—Of the amounts deposited
in the Fund each fiscal year—

(i) 20 percent shall be allocated by the Sec-
retary for expenditure by the Secretary or, if
a State or Indian tribe has an approved pro-
gram pursuant to paragraph (6), by the State
or Indian tribe, in the States in which, or on
Indian land on which, hardrock minerals are
produced, based on a formula reflecting ex-
isting production in the State or on the land
of the Indian tribe;

(ii) 30 percent shall be allocated by the
Secretary for expenditure by the Secretary
or, if a State or Indian tribe has an approved
program pursuant to paragraph (6), by the
State or Indian tribe, in the States and on
Indian land using a formula based on the
quantity of hardrock minerals historically
produced in the State or from the Indian
land before the date of enactment of this
Act;

(iii) 256 percent shall be allocated by the
Secretary for expenditure on Federal land;

(iv) 10 percent shall be available to the
Secretary for grants under subparagraph (E);

(v) 10 percent shall be available to the Sec-
retary for grants under subparagraph (F);
and

(vi) b percent shall be available for admin-
istrative expenses of the United States, In-
dian tribes, and the States to accomplish the
purposes of this subsection.

(C) PRIORITIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), ex-
penditures from the Fund shall be based on
the following priorities:

(I) The conduct of activities to protect
public health and safety from the adverse ef-
fects of past hardrock mineral mining activi-
ties, including activities addressing surface
water and groundwater contaminants.

(IT) The conduct of activities to restore
land, water, and fish and wildlife resources
degraded by the adverse effects of past

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

hardrock mineral mining activities, includ-
ing restoration activities in watershed areas.

(ii) MULTIPLE PRIORITIES.—In complying
with the priorities established under this
subparagraph, funds may be expended for
reclamation activities under clause (i)(II) be-
fore the completion of all reclamation
projects under clause (i)(I) if the expenditure
of the funds for reclamation activities under
clause (i)(IT) is made in conjunction with rec-
lamation activities under clause (i)(I).

(iii) MINIMUM  EXPENDITURE.—Notwith-
standing clauses (i) and (ii), not less than 25
percent of the expenditures by the Secretary
on Federal lands for any year shall be for the
purposes described in clause (i)(II).

(D) ELIGIBLE LAND AND WATER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Amounts may be expended
for reclamation activities under this para-
graph only with respect to land or water re-
sources if the land or water resources have
been—

(I) affected by hardrock mineral mining ac-
tivities; and

(IT) abandoned or left in an inadequate rec-
lamation status.

(ii) SPECIFIC SITES AND AREAS NOT ELIGI-
BLE.—Section 411(d) of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30
U.S.C. 1240a(d)) shall apply to expenditures
from the Fund.

(iii) INVENTORY.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

(aa) prepare and maintain a publicly avail-
able inventory of abandoned hardrock min-
erals mines on Federal land, State land,
other publicly owned land, private land, and
any abandoned mine on Indian land that
may be eligible for expenditures under this
paragraph; and

(bb) submit to Congress an annual report
that describes the progress in reclaiming the
sites listed on the inventory.

(II) MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE.—The Sec-
retary shall expend not more than $5,000,000
to carry out the inventory required by this
clause.

(E) GRANTS TO CERTAIN STATES AND INDIAN
TRIBES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use
amounts made available under subparagraph
(B)(IV) to make grants to States (other than
abandoned hardrock mine States) and Indian
tribes to carry out reclamation and restora-
tion of land and water resources adversely
affected by past hardrock minerals and min-
ing activities, including the conduct of ac-
tivities described in subparagraph (A)().

(ii) DETERMINATION.—Before awarding a
grant under this subparagraph, the Sec-
retary shall make a determination that
there is no continuing reclamation responsi-
bility of any person who abandoned the site
before completion of required reclamation
under Federal or State law.

(iii) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish by regulation the procedures and cri-
teria for awarding grants under this subpara-
graph, which shall include—

(I) consistency with the priorities estab-
lished under subparagraph (C)(i); and

(IT) priority for those projects for which
Federal funding is not available under other
laws or programs.

(F) GRANTS TO PUBLIC ENTITIES AND NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.—The Secretary shall
use amounts made available under subpara-
graph (B)(v) to make grants to public enti-
ties (including State fish and game agencies
and local governments) and nonprofit organi-
zations (based on criteria established by the
Secretary by regulation) to carry out activi-
ties that support collaborative restoration
projects to improve fish and wildlife habitat
affected by past hardrock minerals and min-
ing activities, including activities that—

(i) improve water quality and quantity;
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(ii) restore watersheds in which historic
mining dewatered or otherwise fragmented
stream habitats;

(iii) restore instream habitat conditions
necessary to support aquatic species;

(iv) restore vegetative cover and
streamside areas to control erosion and im-
prove conditions for fish and wildlife;

(v) control and remove noxious weeds and
invasive species associated with historic
mining disturbances that affect fish and
wildlife;

(vi) restore fish and wildlife habitat in
cases in which previous hardrock minerals
and mining activity limits fish and wildlife
productivity;

(vii) protect and restore fish and wildlife
habitat in areas affected by historic minerals
and mining activity; and

(viii) mitigate impacts to watersheds af-
fected by past hardrock minerals and mining
activities.

(G) RESPONSE OR REMOVAL ACTIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Reclamation and restora-
tion activities conducted under this para-
graph that constitute a removal or remedial
action under section 101 of the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601)
shall be conducted only with the concurrence
of the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

(ii) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Secretary and the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency shall enter
into a memorandum of understanding to es-
tablish procedures for consultation, concur-
rence, training, the exchange of technical ex-
pertise, and the conduct of joint activities,
as appropriate, that provide assurances that
reclamation or restoration activities under
this paragraph shall not be conducted in a
manner that—

(I) increases the costs or likelihood of re-
moval or remedial actions under the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.); or

(IT) to the maximum extent practicable,
avoids oversight by multiple agencies.

(d) ABANDONED MINE LAND RECLAMATION
FEE—

(1) IMPOSITION OF FEE.—Each operator of a
hardrock minerals mining operation shall
pay to the Secretary, for deposit in the
Fund, a reclamation fee in an amount estab-
lished by the Secretary by regulation of not
less than 1 percent, and not more than 3 per-
cent, of the value of the production from the
hardrock minerals mining operation for each
calendar year.

(2) VALUE OF PRODUCTION.—For purposes of
this subsection, the Secretary shall deter-
mine the value of production in the same
manner as provided under subsection (b)(1).

(3) PAYMENT DEADLINE.—The reclamation
fee shall be paid not later than 60 days after
the end of each calendar year beginning with
the first calendar year occurring after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(4) DEPOSIT OF REVENUES.—Amounts re-
ceived by the Secretary under paragraph (1)
shall be deposited into the Fund.

(5) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection re-
quires a reduction in, or otherwise affects,
any similar fee required under any law (in-
cluding regulations) of any State.

SA 1367. Mrs. LOEFFLER submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title I, add the
following:
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SEC. 18 . OFFICE OF ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Department of En-
ergy Organization Act is amended by insert-
ing after section 215 (42 U.S.C. 7144b) the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 216. OFFICE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Department an Office of Artificial
Intelligence and Technology (referred to in
this section as the ‘Office’).

““(b) MissSION.—The mission of the Office
shall be to scale and synchronize the devel-
opment and impact of artificial intelligence
across the Department.

‘‘(c) DIRECTOR.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office shall be head-
ed by a Director, who shall be appointed by
the Secretary.

‘“(2) DuTIES.—The Director of the Office
shall—

““(A) carry out and administer the mission
of the Office; and

‘“(B) advise the Secretary with respect to
accelerating the delivery of artificial intel-
ligence-enabled capabilities and supporting
United States leadership in artificial intel-
ligence.

“(3) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Director of the
Office shall be an individual who, by reason
of professional background and experience, is
specially qualified to advise the Secretary on
matters pertaining to artificial intel-
ligence.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Department of Energy Orga-
nization Act (Public Law 95-91; 91 Stat. 565)
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 215 the following:

‘“Sec. 216. Office of Artificial Intelligence

and Technology.”.

SA 1368. Ms. STABENOW (for herself,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr.
CASSIDY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill
S. 2657, to support innovation in ad-
vanced geothermal research and devel-
opment, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

In section 1203, in the heading of sub-
section (e), strike ‘“TO INCLUDE THERMAL EN-
ERGY’’.

In section 1203(e)(1), strike subparagraph
(A) and insert the following:

(A) in subsection (b)(2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘generated’” and inserting
“produced’’;

(ii) by striking ‘“‘The term’ and inserting
the following:

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term”’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘renewable en-
ergy’ does not include electric energy gen-
erated from municipal solid waste that in-
cludes—

‘(i) paper that is commonly recycled and
has been segregated from other solid waste;
or

‘(ii) solid waste collected as part of a sys-
tem that does not provide for the separate
collection of paper that is commonly recy-
cled from residential solid waste (as such
terms are defined in section 246.101 of title
40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect
on the date of enactment of the American
Energy Innovation Act of 2020)).”’; and

SA 1369. Ms. STABENOW (for herself
and Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2657, to support innovation
in advanced geothermal research and
development, and for other purposes;
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which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. 1. STATE ENERGY CONSERVATION
PLANS.

Section 362(d) of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6322(d)) is
amended by striking paragraph (3) and in-
serting the following:

‘“(3) programs to increase transportation
energy efficiency and help achieve net-zero
carbon emissions in the transportation sec-
tor by 2050, including programs to accelerate
the use of alternative transportation fuels
for and electrification of State government
vehicles, fleet vehicles, taxis and ridesharing
services, mass transit, school buses, and pri-
vately owned passenger and medium- and
heavy-duty vehicles;”.

SA 1370. Ms. STABENOW (for herself
and Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to
the bill S. 2657, to support innovation
in advanced geothermal research and
development, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. 1. STATE ENERGY CONSERVATION
PLANS.

Section 362(d) of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6322(d)) is
amended by striking paragraph (3) and in-
serting the following:

“(3) programs to increase transportation
energy efficiency, including programs to
help achieve net-zero carbon emissions in
the transportation sector by 2050 and accel-
erate the use of alternative transportation
fuels for and electrification of State govern-
ment vehicles, fleet vehicles, taxis and ride-
sharing services, mass transit, school buses,
and privately owned passenger and medium-
and heavy-duty vehicles;”.

SA 1371. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY FUND

FOR AMERICA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided, in this section:

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Climate Change Advisory Com-
mission established by subsection (b)(1)(A).

(2) FUND.—The term ‘“‘Fund” means the
Climate Change Resiliency Fund established
by subsection (¢)(1)(A).

(3) QUALIFIED CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
PURPOSE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘qualified cli-
mate change adaptation purpose’” means an
objective with a demonstrated intent to re-
duce the economic, social, and environ-
mental impact of the adverse effects of cli-
mate change.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘qualified cli-
mate change adaptation purpose’ includes—

(i) infrastructure resiliency and mitiga-
tion;

(ii) improved disaster response; and

(iii) ecosystem protection.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

(b) CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY COMMIS-
SION.—
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(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE AD-
VISORY COMMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—There is established a
commission to be known as the ‘‘Climate
Change Advisory Commission’’.

(B) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall
be composed of 11 members—

(i) who shall be selected from the public
and private sectors and institutions of high-
er education; and

(ii) of whom—

(I) 3 shall be appointed by the President, in
consultation with the Interagency Climate
Change Adaptation Task Force;

(IT) 2 shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives;

(ITI) 2 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the House of Representatives;

(IV) 2 shall be appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate; and

(V) 2 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the Senate.

(C) TERMS.—Each member of the Commis-
sion shall be appointed for the life of the
Commission.

(D) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.—Each member
of the Commission shall be appointed not
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(E) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission; and

(ii) shall be filled in the manner in which
the original appointment was made.

(F) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which all members of
the Commission have been appointed, the
Commission shall hold the initial meeting of
the Commission.

(G) MEETINGS.—The Commission
meet at the call of the Chairperson.

(H) QUORUM.—A majority of the members
of the Commission shall constitute a
quorum, but a lesser number of members
may hold hearings.

(I) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—
The Commission shall select a Chairperson
and Vice Chairperson from among the mem-
bers of the Commission.

(2) DUuTIES.—The Commission shall—

(A) establish recommendations, frame-
works, and guidelines for a Federal invest-
ment program funded by revenue from cli-
mate change obligations issued under sub-
section (d)(1) for States, municipalities, and
other public entities, including utility dis-
tricts, transit authorities, and multistate
regulatory bodies that—

(i) improves and adapts energy, transpor-
tation, water, and general infrastructure im-
pacted or expected to be impacted due to cli-
mate variability; and

(ii) integrates best available science, data,
standards, models, and trends that improve
the resiliency of infrastructure systems de-
scribed in clause (i); and

(B) identify categories of the most cost-ef-
fective investments and projects that em-
phasize multiple benefits to commerce,
human health, and ecosystems.

(3) COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(A) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—

(i) NON-FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of
the Commission who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government shall be
compensated at a rate equal to the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day (including travel
time) during which the member is engaged in
the performance of the duties of the Com-
mission.

(ii) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of the
Commission who is an officer or employee of
the Federal Government shall serve without

shall
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compensation in addition to the compensa-
tion received for the services of the member
as an officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(B) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for an employee of an agen-
cy under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from the
home or regular place of business of the
member in the performance of the duties of
the Commission.

(C) STAFF.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the
Commission may, without regard to the civil
service laws (including regulations), appoint
and terminate such personnel as are nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform
the duties of the Commission.

(ii) COMPENSATION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
clause (II), the Chairperson of the Commis-
sion may fix the compensation of personnel
without regard to the provisions of chapter
51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5,
United States Code, relating to classification
of positions and General Schedule pay rates.

(II) MAXIMUM RATE OF PAY.—The rate of
pay for personnel shall not exceed the rate
payable for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of title 5, United
States Code.

(4) FUNDING.—The Commission shall use
amounts in the Fund to pay for all adminis-
trative expenses of the Commission.

(56) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall
terminate on such date as the Commission
determines after the Commission carries out
the duties of the Commission under para-
graph (2).

(¢) CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY FUND.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—There is established with-
in the Department of Commerce the ‘Cli-
mate Change Resiliency Fund”.

(B) RESPONSIBILITY OF SECRETARY.—The
Secretary shall take such action as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to assist
in implementing the establishment of the
Fund in accordance with this section.

2) CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
PROJECTS.—The Secretary, in consultation
with the Commission, shall carry out a pro-
gram to provide funds to eligible applicants
to carry out projects for a qualified climate
change adaptation purpose.

(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity eligible
to participate in the program under para-
graph (2) shall include—

(A) a Federal agency;

(B) a State or a group of States;

(C) a unit of local government or a group of
local governments;

(D) a utility district;

(E) a tribal government or a consortium of
tribal governments;

(F) a State or regional transit agency or a
group of State or regional transit agencies;

(G) a nonprofit organization;

(H) a special purpose district or public au-
thority, including a port authority; and

(I) any other entity, as determined by the
Secretary.

(4) APPLICATION.—An eligible entity shall
submit to the Secretary an application for a
project for a qualified climate change adap-
tation purpose at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including data relating
to any benefits, such as economic impact or
improvements to public health, that the
project is expected to provide.

(5) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select
projects from eligible entities to receive
funds under this subsection based on criteria
and guidelines determined and published by
the Commission.
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(6) NON-FEDERAL FUNDING REQUIREMENT.—
In order to receive funds under this section,
an eligible entity shall provide funds for the
project in an amount that is equal to not
less than 25 percent of the amount of funds
provided under this subsection.

(7) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—AIl amounts
deposited in the Fund in accordance with
subsection (d)(1)(A) shall be used only to
fund new projects in accordance with this
section.

(8) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL LAW.—Noth-
ing in this section waives the requirements
of any Federal law (including regulations)
that would otherwise apply to a qualified cli-
mate change project that receives funds
under this subsection.

(9) COMPLIANCE WITH DAVIS-BACON ACT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AI1l laborers and mechan-
ics employed by contractors and subcontrac-
tors on projects funded directly by or as-
sisted in whole or in part by and through the
Fund pursuant to this subsection shall be
paid wages at rates not less than those pre-
vailing on projects of a character similar in
the locality as determined by the Secretary
of Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of
chapter 31 of part A of title 40, United States
Code.

(B) LABOR STANDARDS.—With respect to the
labor standards specified in this paragraph,
the Secretary of Labor shall have the au-
thority and functions set forth in Reorga-
nization Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat.
1267; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title
40, United States Code.

(10) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use
funds made available to the Secretary and
not otherwise obligated to carry out the pro-
gram under paragraph (2).

(d) REVENUE.—

(1) CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary’s delegate (referred to in this sub-
section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall issue obli-
gations under chapter 31 of title 31, United
States Code (referred to in this subsection as
‘‘climate change obligations’), the proceeds
from which shall be deposited in the Fund.

(B) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Payment of
interest and principal with respect to any
climate change obligation issued under this
paragraph shall be made from the general
fund of the Treasury of the United States
and shall be backed by the full faith and
credit of the United States.

(C) EXEMPTION FROM LOCAL TAXATION.—AIll
climate change obligations issued by the
Secretary, and the interest on or credits
with respect to such obligations, shall not be
subject to taxation by any State, county,
municipality, or local taxing authority.

(D) AMOUNT OF CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGA-
TIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), the aggregate face amount of the
climate change obligations issued annually
under this paragraph shall be $200,000,000.

(ii) ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—For any cal-
endar year in which all of the obligations
issued pursuant to clause (i) have been pur-
chased, the Secretary may issue additional
climate change obligations during such cal-
endar year, provided that the aggregate face
amount of such additional obligations does
not exceed $800,000,000.

(E) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use
funds made available to the Secretary and
not otherwise obligated to carry out the pur-
poses of this paragraph.

(2) PROMOTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
mote the purchase of climate change obliga-
tions through such means as are determined
appropriate by the Secretary, with the
amount expended for such promotion not to
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exceed $10,000,000 for any fiscal year during
the period of fiscal years 2021 through 2025.

(B) DONATED ADVERTISING.—In addition to
any advertising paid for with funds made
available under subparagraph (C), the Sec-
retary shall solicit and may accept the dona-
tion of advertising relating to the sale of cli-
mate change obligations.

(C) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
For each fiscal year during the period of fis-
cal years 2021 through 2025, there is author-
ized to be appropriated $10,000,000 to carry
out the purposes of this paragraph.

SA 1372. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—COLORADO OUTDOOR
RECREATION
SEC. 4001. DEFINITION OF STATE.

In this title, the term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Colorado.

SEC. 4002. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this title, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this title, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

Subtitle A—Continental Divide
SEC. 4101. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) COVERED AREA.—The term ‘‘covered
area’ means any area designated as wilder-
ness by the amendments to section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) made by
section 4102(a).

(2) HISTORIC LANDSCAPE.—The term ‘‘His-
toric Landscape’ means the Camp Hale Na-
tional Historic Landscape designated by sec-
tion 4107(a).

(3) RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA.—The
term ‘‘Recreation Management Area’’ means
the Tenmile Recreation Management Area
designated by section 4104(a).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(6) WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREA.—The
term ‘‘Wildlife Conservation Area’’ means, as
applicable—

(A) the Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area designated by section 4105(a); and

(B) the Williams Fork Mountains Wildlife
Conservation Area designated by section
4106(a).

SEC. 4102. COLORADO WILDERNESS ADDITIONS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Section 2(a) of the Colo-
rado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132
note; Public Law 103-77) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (18), by striking ‘1993,”
and inserting ‘1993, and certain Federal land
within the White River National Forest that
comprises approximately 6,896 acres, as gen-
erally depicted as ‘Proposed Ptarmigan Peak
Wilderness Additions’ on the map entitled
‘Proposed Ptarmigan Peak Wilderness Addi-
tions’ and dated June 24, 2019,”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘4(23) HOLY CROSS WILDERNESS ADDITION.—
Certain Federal land within the White River
National Forest that comprises approxi-
mately 3,866 acres, as generally depicted as
‘Proposed Megan Dickie Wilderness Addi-
tion’ on the map entitled ‘Holy Cross Wilder-
ness Addition Proposal’ and dated June 24,
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2019, which shall be incorporated into, and
managed as part of, the Holy Cross Wilder-
ness designated by section 102(a)(5) of Public
Law 96-560 (94 Stat. 3266).

¢“(24) HOOSIER RIDGE WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land within the White River Na-
tional Forest that comprises approximately
5,235 acres, as generally depicted as ‘Pro-
posed Hoosier Ridge Wilderness’ on the map
entitled ‘Tenmile Proposal’ and dated June
24, 2019, which shall be known as the ‘Hoosier
Ridge Wilderness’.

‘‘(256) TENMILE WILDERNESS.—Certain Fed-
eral land within the White River National
Forest that comprises approximately 7,624
acres, as generally depicted as ‘Proposed
Tenmile Wilderness’ on the map entitled
‘Tenmile Proposal’ and dated June 24, 2019,
which shall be known as the ‘Tenmile Wil-
derness’.

¢“(26) EAGLES NEST WILDERNESS ADDITIONS.—
Certain Federal land within the White River
National Forest that comprises approxi-
mately 9,670 acres, as generally depicted as
‘Proposed Freeman Creek Wilderness Addi-
tion’ and ‘Proposed Spraddle Creek Wilder-
ness Addition’ on the map entitled ‘Eagles
Nest Wilderness Additions Proposal’ and
dated June 24, 2019, which shall be incor-
porated into, and managed as part of, the Ea-
gles Nest Wilderness designated by Public
Law 94-352 (90 Stat. 870).”.

(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—Any reference in the
Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) to the
effective date of that Act shall be considered
to be a reference to the date of enactment of
this Act for purposes of administering a cov-
ered area.

(¢) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—In ac-
cordance with section 4(d)(1) of the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)), the Secretary
may carry out any activity in a covered area
that the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary for the control of fire, insects, and
diseases, subject to such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate.

(d) GRAZING.—The grazing of livestock on a
covered area, if established before the date of
enactment of this Act, shall be permitted to
continue subject to such reasonable regula-
tions as are considered to be necessary by
the Secretary, in accordance with—

(1) section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)); and

(2) the guidelines set forth in Appendix A
of the report of the Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives accompanying H.R. 2570 of the
101st Congress (H. Rept. 101-405).

(e) COORDINATION.—For purposes of admin-
istering the Federal land designated as wil-
derness by paragraph (26) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by subsection (a)(2)), the Secretary shall, as
determined to be appropriate for the protec-
tion of watersheds, coordinate the activities
of the Secretary in response to fires and
flooding events with interested State and
local agencies, including operations using
aircraft or mechanized equipment.

SEC. 4103. WILLIAMS FORK MOUNTAINS WILDER-
NESS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—In furtherance of the
purposes of the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131
et seq.), certain Federal land in the White
River National Forest in the State, com-
prising approximately 8,036 acres and gen-
erally depicted as ‘‘Proposed Williams Fork
Mountains Wilderness’” on the map entitled
“Williams Fork Mountains Proposal” and
dated June 24, 2019, is designated as a poten-
tial wilderness area.

(b) MANAGEMENT.—Subject to valid exist-
ing rights and except as provided in sub-
section (d), the potential wilderness area
designated by subsection (a) shall be man-
aged in accordance with—
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(1) the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et
seq.); and

(2) this section.

(¢) LIVESTOCK USE OF VACANT ALLOT-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, in
accordance with applicable laws (including
regulations), the Secretary shall publish a
determination regarding whether to author-
ize livestock grazing or other use by live-
stock on the vacant allotments known as—

(A) the ““Big Hole Allotment’’; and

(B) the ‘‘Blue Ridge Allotment’’.

(2) MODIFICATION OF ALLOTMENTS.—In pub-
lishing a determination pursuant to para-
graph (1), the Secretary may modify or com-
bine the vacant allotments referred to in
that paragraph.

(3) PERMIT OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION.—Not
later than 1 year after the date on which a
determination of the Secretary to authorize
livestock grazing or other use by livestock is
published under paragraph (1), if applicable,
the Secretary shall grant a permit or other
authorization for that livestock grazing or
other use in accordance with applicable laws
(including regulations).

(d) RANGE IMPROVEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary permits
livestock grazing or other use by livestock
on the potential wilderness area under sub-
section (c), the Secretary, or a third party
authorized by the Secretary, may use any
motorized or mechanized transport or equip-
ment for purposes of constructing or reha-
bilitating such range improvements as are
necessary to obtain appropriate livestock
management objectives (including habitat
and watershed restoration).

(2) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au-
thority provided by this subsection termi-
nates on the date that is 2 years after the
date on which the Secretary publishes a posi-
tive determination under subsection (c)(3).

(e) DESIGNATION AS WILDERNESS.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The potential wilderness
area designated by subsection (a) shall be
designated as wilderness, to be known as the
“Williams Fork Mountains Wilderness’’—

(A) effective not earlier than the date that
is 180 days after the date of enactment this
Act; and

(B) on the earliest of—

(i) the date on which the Secretary pub-
lishes in the Federal Register a notice that
the construction or rehabilitation of range
improvements under subsection (d) is com-
plete;

(ii) the date described in subsection (d)(2);
and

(iii) the effective date of a determination
of the Secretary not to authorize livestock
grazing or other use by livestock under sub-
section (c)(1).

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—Subject to valid ex-
isting rights, the Secretary shall manage the
Williams Fork Mountains Wilderness in ac-
cordance with—

(A) the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77); and

(B) this subtitle.

SEC. 4104. TENMILE RECREATION MANAGEMENT
AREA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 17,122 acres of Fed-
eral land in the White River National Forest
in the State, as generally depicted as ‘“‘Pro-
posed Tenmile Recreation Management
Area” on the map entitled ‘‘Tenmile Pro-
posal” and dated June 24, 2019, are des-
ignated as the ‘“Tenmile Recreation Manage-
ment Area’’.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Recre-
ation Management Area are to conserve, pro-
tect, and enhance for the benefit and enjoy-
ment of present and future generations the
recreational, scenic, watershed, habitat, and
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ecological resources of the Recreation Man-
agement Area.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Recreation Management Area—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances—

(i) the purposes of the Recreation Manage-
ment Area described in subsection (b); and

(ii) recreation opportunities, including
mountain biking, hiking, fishing, horseback
riding, snowshoeing, climbing, skiing, camp-
ing, and hunting; and

(B) in accordance with—

(i) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.);

(ii) any other applicable laws (including
regulations); and

(iii) this section.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only
allow such uses of the Recreation Manage-
ment Area as the Secretary determines
would further the purposes described in sub-
section (b).

(B) VEHICLES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (iii), the use of motorized vehicles in
the Recreation Management Area shall be
limited to the roads, vehicle classes, and pe-
riods authorized for motorized vehicle use on
the date of enactment of this Act.

(ii) NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—Except as
provided in clause (iii), no new or temporary
road shall be constructed in the Recreation
Management Area.

(iii) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in clause (i) or
(ii) prevents the Secretary from—

(I) rerouting or closing an existing road or
trail to protect natural resources from deg-
radation, as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate;

(IT) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles for administrative purposes or roadside
camping;

(IIT) constructing temporary roads or per-
mitting the use of motorized vehicles to
carry out pre- or post-fire watershed protec-
tion projects;

(IV) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles to carry out any activity described in
subsection (d), (e)(1), or (f); or

(V) responding to an emergency.

(C) COMMERCIAL TIMBER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), no
project shall be carried out in the Recreation
Management Area for the purpose of har-
vesting commercial timber.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from harvesting or sell-
ing a merchantable product that is a byprod-
uct of an activity authorized under this sec-
tion.

(d) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—The Sec-
retary may carry out any activity, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), that the Secretary determines to
be necessary to prevent, control, or mitigate
fire, insects, or disease in the Recreation
Management Area, subject to such terms and
conditions as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate.

(e) WATER.—

(1) EFFECT ON WATER MANAGEMENT INFRA-
STRUCTURE.—Nothing in this section affects
the construction, repair, reconstruction, re-
placement, operation, maintenance, or ren-
ovation within the Recreation Management
Area of—

(A) water management infrastructure in
existence on the date of enactment of this
Act; or

(B) any future infrastructure necessary for
the development or exercise of water rights
decreed before the date of enactment of this
Act.
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(2) APPLICABLE LAW.—Section 3(e) of the
James Peak Wilderness and Protection Area
Act (Public Law 107-216; 116 Stat. 1058) shall
apply to the Recreation Management Area.

(f) REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.—
Nothing in this section precludes the Sec-
retary from authorizing, in accordance with
applicable laws (including regulations), the
use or leasing of Federal land within the
Recreation Management Area for—

(1) a regional transportation project, in-
cluding—

(A) highway widening or realignment; and

(B) construction of multimodal transpor-
tation systems; or

(2) any infrastructure, activity, or safety
measure associated with the implementation
or use of a facility constructed under para-
graph (1).

(g) APPLICABLE LAW.—Nothing in this sec-
tion affects the designation of the Federal
land within the Recreation Management
Area for purposes of—

(1) section 138 of title 23, United States
Code; or

(2) section 303 of title 49, United States
Code.

(h) PERMITS.—Nothing in this section al-
ters or limits—

(1) any permit held by a ski area or other
entity; or

(2) the acceptance, review, or implementa-
tion of associated activities or facilities pro-
posed or authorized by law or permit outside
the boundaries of the Recreation Manage-
ment Area.

SEC. 4105. PORCUPINE GULCH WILDLIFE CON-
SERVATION AREA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 8,287 acres of Fed-
eral land located in the White River National
Forest, as generally depicted as ‘‘Proposed
Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conservation
Area’ on the map entitled ‘‘Porcupine Gulch
Wildlife Conservation Area Proposal’ and
dated June 24, 2019, are designated as the
“Porcupine Gulch Wildlife Conservation
Area’” (referred to in this section as the
“Wildlife Conservation Area’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Wild-
life Conservation Area are—

(1) to conserve and protect a wildlife mi-
gration corridor over Interstate 70; and

(2) to conserve, protect, and enhance for
the benefit and enjoyment of present and fu-
ture generations the wildlife, scenic,
roadless, watershed, and ecological resources
of the Wildlife Conservation Area.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Wildlife Conservation Area—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes described in sub-
section (b); and

(B) in accordance with—

(i) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.);

(ii) any other applicable laws (including
regulations); and

(iii) this section.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only
allow such uses of the Wildlife Conservation
Area as the Secretary determines would fur-
ther the purposes described in subsection (b).

(B) RECREATION.—The Secretary may per-
mit such recreational activities in the Wild-
life Conservation Area that the Secretary de-
termines are consistent with the purposes
described in subsection (b).

(C) MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND MECHANIZED
TRANSPORT; NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—

(i) MOTORIZED VEHICLES AND MECHANIZED
TRANSPORT.—Except as provided in clause
(iii), the wuse of motorized vehicles and
mechanized transport in the Wildlife Con-
servation Area shall be prohibited.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(ii) NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—Except as
provided in clause (iii) and subsection (e), no
new or temporary road shall be constructed
within the Wildlife Conservation Area.

(iii) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in clause (i) or
(ii) prevents the Secretary from—

(I) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles or mechanized transport for administra-
tive purposes;

(IT) constructing temporary roads or per-
mitting the use of motorized vehicles or
mechanized transport to carry out pre- or
post-fire watershed protection projects;

(IIT) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles or mechanized transport to carry out ac-
tivities described in subsection (d) or (e); or

(IV) responding to an emergency.

(D) COMMERCIAL TIMBER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), no
project shall be carried out in the Wildlife
Conservation Area for the purpose of har-
vesting commercial timber.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from harvesting or sell-
ing a merchantable product that is a byprod-
uct of an activity authorized under this sec-
tion.

(d) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—The Sec-
retary may carry out any activity, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), that the Secretary determines to
be necessary to prevent, control, or mitigate
fire, insects, or disease in the Wildlife Con-
servation Area, subject to such terms and
conditions as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate.

(e) REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.—
Nothing in this section or section 4110(e) pre-
cludes the Secretary from authorizing, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), the use or leasing of Federal land
within the Wildlife Conservation Area for—

(1) a regional transportation project, in-
cluding—

(A) highway widening or realignment; and

(B) construction of multimodal transpor-
tation systems; or

(2) any infrastructure, activity, or safety
measure associated with the implementation
or use of a facility constructed under para-
graph (1).

(f) APPLICABLE LAW.—Nothing in this sec-
tion affects the designation of the Federal
land within the Wildlife Conservation Area
for purposes of—

(1) section 138 of title 23, United States
Code; or

(2) section 303 of title 49, United States
Code.

(g) WATER.—Section 3(e) of the James Peak
Wilderness and Protection Area Act (Public
Law 107-216; 116 Stat. 1058) shall apply to the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

SEC. 4106. WILLIAMS FORK MOUNTAINS WILD-
LIFE CONSERVATION AREA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 3,528 acres of Fed-
eral land in the White River National Forest
in the State, as generally depicted as ‘“‘Pro-
posed Williams Fork Mountains Wildlife
Conservation Area’” on the map entitled
‘“Williams Fork Mountains Proposal’’ and
dated June 24, 2019, are designated as the
“Williams Fork Mountains Wildlife Con-
servation Area’” (referred to in this section
as the ““Wildlife Conservation Area’’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Wild-
life Conservation Area are to conserve, pro-
tect, and enhance for the benefit and enjoy-
ment of present and future generations the
wildlife, scenic, roadless, watershed, rec-
reational, and ecological resources of the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

(¢c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Wildlife Conservation Area—

(A) in a manner that conserves, protects,
and enhances the purposes described in sub-
section (b); and
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(B) in accordance with—

(i) the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600
et seq.);

(ii) any other applicable laws (including
regulations); and

(iii) this section.

(2) USES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall only
allow such uses of the Wildlife Conservation
Area as the Secretary determines would fur-
ther the purposes described in subsection (b).

(B) MOTORIZED VEHICLES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (iii), the use of motorized vehicles in
the Wildlife Conservation Area shall be lim-
ited to designated roads and trails.

(ii) NEW OR TEMPORARY ROADS.—Except as
provided in clause (iii), no new or temporary
road shall be constructed in the Wildlife
Conservation Area.

(iii) EXCEPTIONS.—Nothing in clause (i) or
(ii) prevents the Secretary from—

(I) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles for administrative purposes;

(IT) authorizing the use of motorized vehi-
cles to carry out activities described in sub-
section (d); or

(IIT) responding to an emergency.

(C) BicYCLES.—The use of bicycles in the
Wildlife Conservation Area shall be limited
to designated roads and trails.

(D) COMMERCIAL TIMBER.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii), no
project shall be carried out in the Wildlife
Conservation Area for the purpose of har-
vesting commercial timber.

(ii) LIMITATION.—Nothing in clause (i) pre-
vents the Secretary from harvesting or sell-
ing a merchantable product that is a byprod-
uct of an activity authorized under this sec-
tion.

(E) GRAZING.—The laws (including regula-
tions) and policies followed by the Secretary
in issuing and administering grazing permits
or leases on land under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary shall continue to apply with
regard to the land in the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Area, consistent with the purposes de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(d) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—The Sec-
retary may carry out any activity, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), that the Secretary determines to
be necessary to prevent, control, or mitigate
fire, insects, or disease in the Wildlife Con-
servation Area, subject to such terms and
conditions as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate.

(e) REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS.—
Nothing in this section or section 4110(e) pre-
cludes the Secretary from authorizing, in ac-
cordance with applicable laws (including reg-
ulations), the use or leasing of Federal land
within the Wildlife Conservation Area for—

(1) a regional transportation project, in-
cluding—

(A) highway widening or realignment; and

(B) construction of multimodal transpor-
tation systems; or

(2) any infrastructure, activity, or safety
measure associated with the implementation
or use of a facility constructed under para-
graph (1).

(f) WATER.—Section 3(e) of the James Peak
Wilderness and Protection Area Act (Public
Law 107-216; 116 Stat. 1058) shall apply to the
Wildlife Conservation Area.

SEC. 4107. CAMP HALE NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDSCAPE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the approximately 28,676 acres of Fed-
eral land in the White River National Forest
in the State, as generally depicted as ‘‘Pro-
posed Camp Hale National Historic Land-
scape’ on the map entitled ‘‘Camp Hale Na-
tional Historic Landscape Proposal’ and
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dated June 24, 2019, are designated the
‘““Camp Hale National Historic Landscape’’.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the His-
toric Landscape are—

(1) to provide for—

(A) the interpretation of historic events,
activities, structures, and artifacts of the
Historic Landscape, including with respect
to the role of the Historic Landscape in
local, national, and world history;

(B) the historic preservation of the His-
toric Landscape, consistent with—

(i) the designation of the Historic Land-
scape as a national historic site; and

(ii) the other purposes of the Historic
Landscape;

(C) recreational opportunities, with an em-
phasis on the activities related to the his-
toric use of the Historic Landscape, includ-
ing skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, hik-
ing, horseback riding, climbing, other road-
and trail-based activities, and other outdoor
activities; and

(D) the continued environmental remedi-
ation and removal of unexploded ordnance at
the Camp Hale Formerly Used Defense Site
and the Camp Hale historic cantonment
area; and

(2) to conserve, protect, restore, and en-
hance for the benefit and enjoyment of
present and future generations the scenic,
watershed, and ecological resources of the
Historic Landscape.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Historic Landscape in accordance
with—

(A) the purposes of the Historic Landscape
described in subsection (b); and

(B) any other applicable laws (including
regulations).

(2) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prepare a management plan
for the Historic Landscape.

(B) CONTENTS.—The management plan pre-
pared under subparagraph (A) shall include
plans for—

(i) improving the interpretation of historic
events, activities, structures, and artifacts
of the Historic Landscape, including with re-
spect to the role of the Historic Landscape in
local, national, and world history;

(ii) conducting historic preservation and
veteran outreach and engagement activities;

(iii) managing recreational opportunities,
including the use and stewardship of—

(I) the road and trail systems; and

(IT) dispersed recreation resources;

(iv) the conservation, protection, restora-
tion, or enhancement of the scenic, water-
shed, and ecological resources of the Historic
Landscape, including conducting the restora-
tion and enhancement project under sub-
section (d); and

(v) environmental remediation and, con-
sistent with subsection (e)(2), the removal of
unexploded ordnance.

(3) EXPLOSIVE HAZARDS.—The Secretary
shall provide to the Secretary of the Army a
notification of any unexploded ordnance (as
defined in section 101(e) of title 10, United
States Code) that is discovered in the His-
toric Landscape.

(d) CAMP HALE RESTORATION AND ENHANCE-
MENT PROJECT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a restoration and enhancement project
in the Historic Landscape—

(A) to improve aquatic, riparian, and wet-
land conditions in and along the Eagle River
and tributaries of the Eagle River;

(B) to maintain or improve recreation and
interpretive opportunities and facilities; and

(C) to conserve historic values in the Camp
Hale area.
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(2) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the
project described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall coordinate with—

(A) the United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers;

(B) the Camp Hale-Eagle River Headwaters
Collaborative Group;

(C) the National Forest Foundation;

(D) the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment;

(E) the Colorado State Historic Preserva-
tion Office;

(F) units of local government; and

(G) other interested organizations and
members of the public.

(e) ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Army shall continue to carry out the
projects and activities of the Department of
the Army in existence on the date of enact-
ment of this Act relating to cleanup of—

(A) the Camp Hale Formerly Used Defense
Site; or

(B) the Camp Hale historic cantonment
area.

(2) REMOVAL OF UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Army may remove unexploded ordnance (as
defined in section 101(e) of title 10, United
States Code) from the Historic Landscape, as
the Secretary of the Army determines to be
appropriate in accordance with applicable
law (including regulations).

(B) ACTION ON RECEIPT OF NOTICE.—On re-
ceipt from the Secretary of a notification of
unexploded ordnance under subsection (¢)(3),
the Secretary of the Army may remove the
unexploded ordnance in accordance with—

(i) the program for environmental restora-
tion of formerly used defense sites under sec-
tion 2701 of title 10, United States Code;

(ii) the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.); and

(iii) any other applicable provision of law
(including regulations).

(3) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in this
subsection modifies any obligation in exist-
ence on the date of enactment of this Act re-
lating to environmental remediation or re-
moval of any unexploded ordnance located in
or around the Camp Hale historic canton-
ment area, the Camp Hale Formerly Used
Defense Site, or the Historic Landscape, in-
cluding such an obligation under—

(A) the program for environmental restora-
tion of formerly used defense sites under sec-
tion 2701 of title 10, United States Code;

(B) the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.); or

(C) any other applicable provision of law
(including regulations).

(f) INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT.—The Sec-
retary and the Secretary of the Army shall
enter into an agreement—

(1) to specify—

(A) the activities of the Secretary relating
to the management of the Historic Land-
scape; and

(B) the activities of the Secretary of the
Army relating to environmental remediation
and the removal of unexploded ordnance in
accordance with subsection (e) and other ap-
plicable laws (including regulations); and

(2) to require the Secretary to provide to
the Secretary of the Army, by not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act and periodically thereafter, as appro-
priate, a management plan for the Historic
Landscape for purposes of the removal ac-
tivities described in subsection (e).

(g) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section—

(1) affects the jurisdiction of the State over
any water law, water right, or adjudication
or administration relating to any water re-
source;
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(2) affects any water right in existence on
or after the date of enactment of this Act, or
the exercise of such a water right, includ-
ing—

(A) a water right under an interstate water
compact (including full development of any
apportionment made in accordance with
such a compact);

(B) a water right decreed within, above,
below, or through the Historic Landscape;

(C) a water right held by the United
States;

(D) the management or operation of any
reservoir, including the storage, manage-
ment, release, or transportation of water;
and

(E) the construction or operation of such
infrastructure as is determined to be nec-
essary by an individual or entity holding
water rights to develop and place to bene-
ficial use those rights, subject to applicable
Federal, State, and local law (including reg-
ulations);

(3) constitutes an express or implied res-
ervation by the United States of any re-
served or appropriative water right;

(4) alters or limits—

(A) a permit held by a ski area;

(B) the implementation of activities gov-
erned by a ski area permit; or

(C) the authority of the Secretary to mod-
ify or expand an existing ski area permit;

(5) prevents the Secretary from closing
portions of the Historic Landscape for public
safety, environmental remediation, or other
use in accordance with applicable laws; or

(6) affects—

(A) any special use permit in effect on the
date of enactment of this Act; or

(B) the renewal of a permit described in
subparagraph (A).

(h) FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
general fund of the Treasury a special ac-
count, to be known as the ‘“‘Camp Hale His-
toric Preservation and Restoration Fund”.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Camp Hale Historic Preservation and Res-
toration Fund $10,000,000, to be available to
the Secretary until expended, for activities
relating to historic interpretation, preserva-
tion, and restoration carried out in and
around the Historic Landscape.

(i) DESIGNATION OF OVERLOOK.—The inter-
pretive site located beside United States
Route 24 in the State, at 39.431N 106.323W, is
hereby designated as the ““Sandy Treat Over-
look™.

SEC. 4108. WHITE RIVER NATIONAL FOREST
BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of the
White River National Forest is modified to
include the approximately 120 acres com-
prised of the SW 1/4, the SE 1/4, and the NE
1/4 of the SE 1/4 of sec. 1, T. 2 S., R. 80 W., 6th
Principal Meridian, in Summit County in
the State.

(b) LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION
FUND.—For purposes of section 200306 of title
54, United States Code, the boundaries of the
White River National Forest, as modified
under subsection (a), shall be considered to
be the boundaries of the White River Na-
tional Forest as in existence on January 1,
1965.

SEC. 4109. ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK
POTENTIAL WILDERNESS BOUND-
ARY ADJUSTMENT.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to provide for the ongoing maintenance
and use of portions of the Trail River Ranch
and the associated property located within
Rocky Mountain National Park in Grand
County in the State.

(b) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—Section
1952(b) of the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-11; 123 Stat.
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1070) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The bound-
ary of the Potential Wilderness is modified
to exclude the area comprising approxi-
mately 15.5 acres of land identified as ‘Poten-
tial Wilderness to Non-wilderness’ on the
map entitled ‘Rocky Mountain National
Park Proposed Wilderness Area Amendment’
and dated January 16, 2018.”".

SEC. 4110. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) FIsH AND WILDLIFE.—Nothing in this
subtitle affects the jurisdiction or responsi-
bility of the State with respect to fish and
wildlife in the State.

(b) NO BUFFER ZONES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this subtitle or
an amendment made by this subtitle estab-
lishes a protective perimeter or buffer zone
around—

(A) a covered area;

(B) a wilderness area or potential wilder-
ness area designated by section 4103;

(C) the Recreation Management Area;

(D) a Wildlife Conservation Area; or

(E) the Historic Landscape.

(2) OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES.—The fact that a
nonwilderness activity or use on land outside
of a covered area can be seen or heard from
within the covered area shall not preclude
the activity or use outside the boundary of
the covered area.

(¢) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall file maps and legal descrip-
tions of each area described in subsection
(b)(1) with—

(A) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate.

(2) FORCE OF LAW.—Each map and legal de-
scription filed under paragraph (1) shall have
the same force and effect as if included in
this subtitle, except that the Secretary may
correct any typographical errors in the maps
and legal descriptions.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Each map and
legal description filed under paragraph (1)
shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the
Forest Service.

(d) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire any land or interest in land within the
boundaries of an area described in subsection
(b)(1) only through exchange, donation, or
purchase from a willing seller.

(2) MANAGEMENT.—Any land or interest in
land acquired under paragraph (1) shall be in-
corporated into, and administered as a part
of, the wilderness area, Recreation Manage-
ment Area, Wildlife Conservation Area, or
Historic Landscape, as applicable, in which
the land or interest in land is located.

(e) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to wvalid rights
in existence on the date of enactment of this
Act, the areas described in subsection (b)(1)
are withdrawn from—

(1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under min-
ing laws; and

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

(f) MILITARY OVERFLIGHTS.—Nothing in
this subtitle or an amendment made by this
subtitle restricts or precludes—

(1) any low-level overflight of military air-
craft over any area subject to this subtitle or
an amendment made by this subtitle, includ-
ing military overflights that can be seen,
heard, or detected within such an area;

(2) flight testing or evaluation over an area
described in paragraph (1); or

(3) the use or establishment of—
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(A) any new unit of special use airspace
over an area described in paragraph (1); or

(B) any military flight training or trans-
portation over such an area.

(g) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that military aviation training on
Federal public lands in Colorado, including
the training conducted at the High-Altitude
Army National Guard Aviation Training
Site, is critical to the national security of
the United States and the readiness of the
Armed Forces.

Subtitle B—San Juan Mountains
SEC. 4201. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) COVERED LAND.—The term
land” means—

(A) land designated as wilderness under
paragraphs (27) through (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 4202); and

(B) a Special Management Area.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREA.—The term
‘‘Special Management Area’ means each of—

(A) the Sheep Mountain Special Manage-
ment Area designated by section 4203(a)(1);
and

(B) the Liberty Bell East Special Manage-
ment Area designated by section 4203(a)(2).
SEC. 4202. ADDITIONS TO NATIONAL WILDER-

NESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM.

Section 2(a) of the Colorado Wilderness Act
of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-
77) (as amended by section 4102(a)(2)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

¢(27) LIZARD HEAD WILDERNESS ADDITION.—
Certain Federal land in the Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National For-
ests comprising approximately 3,141 acres, as
generally depicted on the map entitled ‘Pro-
posed Wilson, Sunshine, Black Face and San
Bernardo Additions to the Lizard Head Wil-
derness’ and dated September 6, 2018, which
is incorporated in, and shall be administered
as part of, the Lizard Head Wilderness.

‘(28) MOUNT SNEFFELS WILDERNESS ADDI-
TIONS.—

““(A) LIBERTY BELL AND LAST DOLLAR ADDI-
TIONS.—Certain Federal land in the Grand
Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National
Forests comprising approximately 7,235
acres, as generally depicted on the map enti-
tled ‘Proposed Liberty Bell and Last Dollar
Additions to the Mt. Sneffels Wilderness,
Liberty Bell East Special Management Area’
and dated September 6, 2018, which is incor-
porated in, and shall be administered as part
of, the Mount Sneffels Wilderness.

‘(B) WHITEHOUSE ADDITIONS.—Certain Fed-
eral land in the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre,
and Gunnison National Forests comprising
approximately 12,465 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Proposed White-
house Additions to the Mt. Sneffels Wilder-
ness’ and dated September 6, 2018, which is
incorporated in, and shall be administered as
part of, the Mount Sneffels Wilderness.

‘“(29) MCKENNA PEAK WILDERNESS.—Certain
Federal land in the State of Colorado com-
prising approximately 8,884 acres of Bureau
of Land Management land, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘Proposed McKen-
na Peak Wilderness Area’ and dated Sep-
tember 18, 2018, to be known as the ‘McKenna
Peak Wilderness’.”.

SEC. 4203. SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—

(1) SHEEP MOUNTAIN SPECIAL MANAGEMENT
AREA.—The Federal land in the Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre, and Gunnison and San Juan
National Forests in the State comprising ap-
proximately 21,663 acres, as generally de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Sheep
Mountain Special Management Area’ and

“‘covered
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dated September 19, 2018, is designated as the
‘“Sheep Mountain Special Management
Area’’.

(2) LIBERTY BELL EAST SPECIAL MANAGE-
MENT AREA.—The Federal land in the Grand
Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National
Forests in the State comprising approxi-
mately 792 acres, as generally depicted on
the map entitled ‘‘Proposed Liberty Bell and
Last Dollar Additions to the Mt. Sneffels
Wilderness, Liberty Bell East Special Man-
agement Area’ and dated September 6, 2018,
is designated as the ‘“‘Liberty Bell East Spe-
cial Management Area’’.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Special
Management Areas is to conserve and pro-
tect for the benefit and enjoyment of present
and future generations the geological, cul-
tural, archaeological, paleontological, nat-
ural, scientific, recreational, wilderness,
wildlife, riparian, historical, educational,
and scenic resources of the Special Manage-
ment Areas.

(c) MANAGEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age the Special Management Areas in a man-
ner that—

(A) conserves, protects, and enhances the
resources and values of the Special Manage-
ment Areas described in subsection (b);

(B) subject to paragraph (3), maintains or
improves the wilderness character of the
Special Management Areas and the suit-
ability of the Special Management Areas for
potential inclusion in the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System; and

(C) is in accordance with—

(i) the National Forest Management Act of
1976 (16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.);

(ii) this subtitle; and

(iii) any other applicable laws.

(2) PROHIBITIONS.—The following shall be
prohibited in the Special Management Areas:

(A) Permanent roads.

(B) Except as necessary to meet the min-
imum requirements for the administration
of the Federal land, to provide access for
abandoned mine cleanup, and to protect pub-
lic health and safety—

(i) the use of motor vehicles, motorized
equipment, or mechanical transport (other
than as provided in paragraph (3)); and

(ii) the establishment of temporary roads.

(3) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may allow
any activities (including helicopter access
for recreation and maintenance and the com-
petitive running event permitted since 1992)
that have been authorized by permit or li-
cense as of the date of enactment of this Act
to continue within the Special Management
Areas, subject to such terms and conditions
as the Secretary may require.

(B) PERMITTING.—The designation of the
Special Management Areas by subsection (a)
shall not affect the issuance of permits relat-
ing to the activities covered under subpara-
graph (A) after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(C) BicYCLES.—The Secretary may permit
the use of bicycles in—

(i) the portion of the Sheep Mountain Spe-
cial Management Area identified as ‘‘Ophir
Valley Area’ on the map entitled ‘‘Proposed
Sheep Mountain Special Management Area’
and dated September 19, 2018; and

(ii) the portion of the Liberty Bell East
Special Management Area identified as ‘‘Lib-
erty Bell Corridor” on the map entitled
“Proposed Liberty Bell and Last Dollar Ad-
ditions to the Mt. Sneffels Wilderness, Lib-
erty Bell East Special Management Area’
and dated September 6, 2018.

(d) APPLICABLE LAwW.—Water and water
rights in the Special Management Areas
shall be administered in accordance with
section 8 of the Colorado Wilderness Act of
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1993 (Public Law 103-77; 107 Stat. 762), except
that, for purposes of this title—

(1) any reference contained in that section
to ‘“‘the lands designated as wilderness by
this Act”, ‘‘the Piedra, Roubideau, and
Tabeguache areas identified in section 9 of
this Act, or the Bowen Gulch Protection
Area or the Fossil Ridge Recreation Manage-
ment Area identified in sections 5 and 6 of
this Act”’, or ‘‘the areas described in sections
2, 5, 6, and 9 of this Act” shall be considered
to be a reference to ‘‘the Special Manage-
ment Areas’’; and

(2) any reference contained in that section
to ‘“‘this Act” shall be considered to be a ref-
erence to ‘‘title IV of the American Energy
Innovation Act of 2020”".

SEC. 4204. RELEASE OF WILDERNESS STUDY
AREAS.

(a) DOMINGUEZ CANYON WILDERNESS STUDY
AREA.—Subtitle E of title II of Public Law
111-11 is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 2408 (16 U.S.C.
460zzz—T) as section 2409; and

(2) by inserting after section 2407 (16 U.S.C.
460zzz—6) the following:

“SEC. 2408. RELEASE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Congress finds that, for
the purposes of section 603(c) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1782(c)), the portions of the
Dominguez Canyon Wilderness Study Area
not designated as wilderness by this subtitle
have been adequately studied for wilderness
designation.

‘‘(b) RELEASE.—Any public land referred to
in subsection (a) that is not designated as
wilderness by this subtitle—

‘(1) is no longer subject to section 603(c) of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782(c)); and

‘“(2) shall be managed in accordance with
this subtitle and any other applicable laws.”’.

(b) MCKENNA PEAK WILDERNESS STUDY
AREA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress finds that, for
the purposes of section 603(c) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1782(c)), the portions of the McKenna
Peak Wilderness Study Area in San Miguel
County in the State not designated as wil-
derness by paragraph (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 4202) have been adequately studied
for wilderness designation.

(2) RELEASE.—Any public land referred to
in paragraph (1) that is not designated as
wilderness by paragraph (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 4202)—

(A) is no longer subject to section 603(c) of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782(c)); and

(B) shall be managed in accordance with
applicable laws.

SEC. 4205. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) FISH AND WILDLIFE.—Nothing in this
subtitle affects the jurisdiction or responsi-
bility of the State with respect to fish and
wildlife in the State.

(b) NO BUFFER ZONES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this subtitle
establishes a protective perimeter or buffer
zone around covered land.

(2) ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE WILDERNESS.—The
fact that a nonwilderness activity or use on
land outside of the covered land can be seen
or heard from within covered land shall not
preclude the activity or use outside the
boundary of the covered land.

(¢) MAPS AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary or the Secretary of the Interior, as
appropriate, shall file a map and a legal de-
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scription of each wilderness area designated
by paragraphs (27) through (29) of section 2(a)
of the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 4202) and the Special Management
Areas with—

(A) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate.

(2) FORCE OF LAW.—Each map and legal de-
scription filed under paragraph (1) shall have
the same force and effect as if included in
this subtitle, except that the Secretary or
the Secretary of the Interior, as appropriate,
may correct any typographical errors in the
maps and legal descriptions.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Each map and
legal description filed under paragraph (1)
shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the Bu-
reau of Land Management and the Forest
Service.

(d) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary or the Sec-
retary of the Interior, as appropriate, may
acquire any land or interest in land within
the boundaries of a Special Management
Area or the wilderness designated under
paragraphs (27) through (29) of section 2(a) of
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16
U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-77) (as added
by section 4202) only through exchange, do-
nation, or purchase from a willing seller.

(2) MANAGEMENT.—AnNy land or interest in
land acquired under paragraph (1) shall be in-
corporated into, and administered as a part
of, the wilderness or Special Management
Area in which the land or interest in land is
located.

(e) GRAZING.—The grazing of livestock on
covered land, if established before the date of
enactment of this Act, shall be permitted to
continue subject to such reasonable regula-
tions as are considered to be necessary by
the Secretary with jurisdiction over the cov-
ered land, in accordance with—

(1) section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act (16
U.S.C. 1133(d)(4)); and

(2) the applicable guidelines set forth in
Appendix A of the report of the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House
of Representatives accompanying H.R. 2570
of the 101st Congress (H. Rept. 101-405) or
H.R. 5487 of the 96th Congress (H. Rept. 96—
617).

(f) FIRE, INSECTS, AND DISEASES.—In ac-
cordance with section 4(d)(1) of the Wilder-
ness Act (16 U.S.C. 1133(d)(1)), the Secretary
with jurisdiction over a wilderness area des-
ignated by paragraphs (27) through (29) of
section 2(a) of the Colorado Wilderness Act
of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1132 note; Public Law 103-
T7) (as added by section 4202) may carry out
any activity in the wilderness area that the
Secretary determines to be necessary for the
control of fire, insects, and diseases, subject
to such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

(g) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid rights
in existence on the date of enactment of this
Act, the covered land and the approximately
6,590 acres generally depicted on the map en-
titled ‘“Proposed Naturita Canyon Mineral
Withdrawal Area’ and dated September 6,
2018, is withdrawn from—

(1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under min-
ing laws; and

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

Subtitle C—Thompson Divide
SEC. 4301. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this subtitle are—

(1) subject to valid existing rights, to with-
draw certain Federal land in the Thompson
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Divide area from mineral and other disposal
laws; and

(2) to promote the capture of fugitive
methane emissions that would otherwise be
emitted into the atmosphere—

(A) to reduce methane gas emissions; and

(B) to provide—

(i) new renewable electricity supplies and
other beneficial uses of fugitive methane
emissions; and

(ii) increased royalties for taxpayers.

SEC. 4302. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS.—The
term ‘‘fugitive methane emissions’ means
methane gas from those Federal lands in
Garfield, Gunnison, Delta, or Pitkin County
in the State generally depicted on the pilot
program map as ‘‘Fugitive Coal Mine Meth-
ane Use Pilot Program Area’ that would
leak or be vented into the atmosphere from
an active, inactive or abandoned under-
ground coal mine.

(2) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the Greater Thompson Divide
Fugitive Coal Mine Methane Use Pilot Pro-
gram established by section 4305(a)(1).

(3) PILOT PROGRAM MAP.—The term ‘‘pilot
program map’’ means the map entitled
“Greater Thompson Divide Fugitive Coal
Mine Methane Use Pilot Program Area’ and
dated June 17, 2019.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ¢Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(5) THOMPSON DIVIDE LEASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘““Thompson Di-
vide lease’ means any oil or gas lease in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act
within the Thompson Divide Withdrawal and
Protection Area.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Thompson Di-
vide lease’ does not include any oil or gas
lease that—

(i) is associated with a Wolf Creek Storage
Field development right; or

(ii) before the date of enactment of this
Act, has expired, been cancelled, or other-
wise terminated.

(6) THOMPSON DIVIDE MAP.—The term
“Thompson Divide map’ means the map en-
titled ‘“‘Greater Thompson Divide Area Map”’
and dated June 13, 2019.

(7) THOMPSON DIVIDE WITHDRAWAL AND PRO-
TECTION AREA.—The term ‘‘Thompson Divide
Withdrawal and Protection Area’” means the
Federal land and minerals generally depicted
on the Thompson Divide map as the
“Thompson Divide Withdrawal and Protec-
tion Area’.

(8) WOLF CREEK STORAGE FIELD DEVELOP-
MENT RIGHT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘Wolf Creek
Storage Field development right” means a
development right for any of the Federal
mineral leases numbered COC 007496, COC
007497, COC 007498, COC 007499, COC 007500,
COC 007538, COC 008128, COC 015373, COC
0128018, COC 051645, and COC 051646, and gen-
erally depicted on the Thompson Divide map
as ‘“Wolf Creek Storage Agreement’’.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Wolf Creek
Storage Field development right’” does not
include any storage right or related activity
within the area described in subparagraph
(A).

SEC. 4303. THOMPSON DIVIDE WITHDRAWAL AND
PROTECTION AREA.

(a) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, the Thompson Divide Withdrawal and
Protection Area is withdrawn from—

(1) entry, appropriation, and disposal under
the public land laws;

(2) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.
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(b) SURVEYS.—The exact acreage and legal
description of the Thompson Divide With-
drawal and Protection Area shall be deter-
mined by surveys approved by the Secretary,
in consultation with the Secretary of Agri-
culture.

(c) GRAZING.—The grazing of livestock on
covered land, if established before the date of
enactment of this Act, shall be allowed to
continue subject to such reasonable regula-
tions as are considered to be necessary by
the Secretary with jurisdiction over the cov-
ered land.

SEC. 4304. THOMPSON DIVIDE LEASE EXCHANGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In exchange for the relin-
quishment by a leaseholder of all Thompson
Divide leases of the leaseholder, the Sec-
retary may issue to the leaseholder credits
for any bid, royalty, or rental payment due
under any Federal oil or gas lease on Federal
land in the State, in accordance with sub-
section (b).

(b) AMOUNT OF CREDITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the amount of the credits issued to a lease-
holder of a Thompson Divide lease relin-
quished under subsection (a) shall—

(A) be equal to the sum of—

(i) the amount of the bonus bids paid for
the applicable Thompson Divide leases;

(ii) the amount of any rental paid for the
applicable Thompson Divide leases as of the
date on which the leaseholder submits to the
Secretary a notice of the decision to relin-
quish the applicable Thompson Divide leases;
and

(iii) the amount of any expenses incurred
by the leaseholder of the applicable Thomp-
son Divide leases in the preparation of any
drilling permit, sundry notice, or other re-
lated submission in support of the develop-
ment of the applicable Thompson Divide
leases as of January 28, 2019, including any
expenses relating to the preparation of any
analysis under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and

(B) require the approval of the Secretary.

(2) EXCLUSION.—The amount of a credit
issued under subsection (a) shall not include
any expenses paid by the leaseholder of a
Thompson Divide lease for legal fees or re-
lated expenses for legal work with respect to
a Thompson Divide lease.

(c) CANCELLATION.—Effective on relinquish-
ment under this section, and without any ad-
ditional action by the Secretary, a Thomp-
son Divide lease—

(1) shall be permanently cancelled; and

(2) shall not be reissued.

(d) CONDITIONS.—

(1) APPLICABLE LAW.—Except as otherwise
provided in this section, each exchange
under this section shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with—

(A) this title; and

(B) other applicable laws (including regula-
tions).

(2) ACCEPTANCE OF CREDITS.—The Secretary
shall accept credits issued under subsection
(a) in the same manner as cash for the pay-
ments described in that subsection.

(3) APPLICABILITY.—The use of a credit
issued under subsection (a) shall be subject
to the laws (including regulations) applica-
ble to the payments described in that sub-
section, to the extent that the laws are con-
sistent with this section.

(4) TREATMENT OF CREDITS.—AIll amounts in
the form of credits issued under subsection
(a) accepted by the Secretary shall be con-
sidered to be amounts received for the pur-
poses of—

(A) section 35 of the Mineral Leasing Act
(30 U.S.C. 191); and

(B) section 20 of the Geothermal Steam Act
of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1019).

(e) WOLF CREEK STORAGE FIELD DEVELOP-
MENT RIGHTS.—
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(1) CONVEYANCE TO SECRETARY.—As a condi-
tion precedent to the relinquishment of a
Thompson Divide lease, any leaseholder with
a Wolf Creek Storage Field development
right shall permanently relinquish, transfer,
and otherwise convey to the Secretary, in a
form acceptable to the Secretary, all Wolf
Creek Storage Field development rights of
the leaseholder.

(2) LIMITATION OF TRANSFER.—ADN interest
acquired by the Secretary under paragraph
O—

(A) shall be held in perpetuity; and

(B) shall not be—

(i) transferred;

(ii) reissued; or

(iii) otherwise used for mineral extraction.
SEC. 4305. GREATER THOMPSON DIVIDE FUGI-

TIVE COAL MINE METHANE USE
PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) FUGITIVE COAL MINE METHANE USE
PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Bureau of Land Management a pilot
program, to be known as the ‘‘Greater
Thompson Divide Fugitive Coal Mine Meth-
ane Use Pilot Program”’.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the pilot pro-
gram is to promote the capture, beneficial
use, mitigation, and sequestration of fugitive
methane emissions—

(A) to reduce methane emissions;

(B) to promote economic development;

(C) to produce bid and royalty revenues;

(D) to improve air quality; and

(E) to improve public safety.

(3) PLAN.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall develop a plan—

(i) to complete an inventory of fugitive
methane emissions in accordance with sub-
section (b);

(ii) to provide for the leasing of fugitive
methane emissions in accordance with sub-
section (c); and

(iii) to provide for the capping or destruc-
tion of fugitive methane emissions in accord-
ance with subsection (d).

(B) COORDINATION.—In developing the plan
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall co-
ordinate with—

(i) the State;

(ii) Garfield, Gunnison, Delta, and Pitkin
Counties in the State;

(iii) lessees of Federal coal within the
counties referred to in clause (ii);

(iv) interested institutions of higher edu-
cation in the State; and

(v) interested members of the public.

(b) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSION INVEN-
TORY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall complete an inventory of fugi-
tive methane emissions.

(2) ConDUCT.—The Secretary may conduct
the inventory under paragraph (1) through,
or in collaboration with—

(A) the Bureau of Land Management;

(B) the United States Geological Survey;

(C) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(D) the United States Forest Service;

(E) State departments or agencies;

(F) Garfield, Gunnison, Delta, or Pitkin
County in the State;

(G) the Garfield County Federal Mineral
Lease District;

(H) institutions of higher education in the
State;

(I) lessees of Federal coal within a county
referred to in subparagraph (F);

(J) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

(K) the National Center for Atmospheric
Research; or

(L) other interested entities,
members of the public.
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(3) CONTENTS.—The inventory under para-
graph (1) shall include—

(A) the general location and geographic co-
ordinates of each vent, seep, or other source
producing significant fugitive methane emis-
sions;

(B) an estimate of the volume and con-
centration of fugitive methane emissions
from each source of significant fugitive
methane emissions including details of
measurements taken and the basis for that
emissions estimate;

(C) an estimate of the total volume of fugi-
tive methane emissions each year;

(D) relevant data and other information
available from—

(i) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(ii) the Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration;

(iii) Colorado Department of Natural Re-
sources;

(iv) Colorado Public Utility Commission;

(v) Colorado Department of Health and En-
vironment; and

(vi) Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement; and

(E) such other information as may be use-
ful in advancing the purposes of the pilot
program.

(4) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION; DISCLOSURE.—

(A) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.—The Secretary
shall provide opportunities for public par-
ticipation in the inventory under this sub-
section.

(B) AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall
make the inventory under this subsection
publicly available.

(C) DISCLOSURE.—Nothing in this sub-
section requires the Secretary to publicly re-
lease information that—

(i) poses a threat to public safety;

(ii) is confidential business information; or

(iii) is otherwise protected from public dis-
closure.

(5) USE.—The Secretary shall use the in-
ventory in carrying out—

(A) the leasing program under subsection
(c); and

(B) the capping or destruction of fugitive
methane emissions under subsection (d).

(¢c) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSION LEASING
PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights and in accordance with this section,
not later than 1 year after the date of com-
pletion of the inventory required under sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall carry out a
program to encourage the use and destruc-
tion of fugitive methane emissions.

(2) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS FROM COAL
MINES SUBJECT TO LEASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall au-
thorize the holder of a valid existing Federal
coal lease for a mine that is producing fugi-
tive methane emissions to capture for use, or
destroy by flaring, the fugitive methane
emissions.

(B) CONDITIONS.—The authority under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be—

(i) subject to valid existing rights; and

(ii) subject to such terms and conditions as
the Secretary may require.

(C) LIMITATIONS.—The program carried out
under paragraph (1) shall only include fugi-
tive methane emissions that can be captured
for use, or destroyed by flaring, in a manner
that does not—

(i) endanger the safety of any coal mine
worker; or

(ii) unreasonably interfere with any ongo-
ing operation at a coal mine.

(D) COOPERATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall work
cooperatively with the holders of valid exist-
ing Federal coal leases for mines that
produce fugitive methane emissions to en-
courage—
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(I) the capture of fugitive methane emis-
sions for beneficial use, such as generating
electrical power, producing usable heat,
transporting the methane to market, trans-
forming the fugitive methane emissions into
a different marketable material; or

(IT) if the beneficial use of the fugitive
methane emissions is not feasible, the de-
struction of the fugitive methane emissions
by flaring.

(ii) GUIDANCE.—In furtherance of the pur-
poses of this paragraph, not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall issue guidance for the imple-
mentation of Federal authorities and pro-
grams to encourage the capture for use, or
destruction by flaring, of fugitive methane
emissions while minimizing impacts on nat-
ural resources or other public interest val-
ues.

(E) ROYALTIES.—The Secretary shall deter-
mine whether any fugitive methane emis-
sions used or destroyed pursuant to this
paragraph are subject to the payment of a
royalty under applicable law.

(3) FUGITIVE METHANE EMISSIONS FROM
ABANDONED COAL MINES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, notwithstanding sec-
tion 4303, subject to valid existing rights,
and in accordance with section 21 of the Min-
eral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 241) and any other
applicable law, the Secretary shall—

(i) authorize the capture for use, or de-
struction by flaring, of fugitive methane
emissions from abandoned coal mines on
Federal land; and

(ii) make available for leasing such fugi-
tive methane emissions from abandoned coal
mines on Federal land as the Secretary con-
siders to be in the public interest.

(B) SOURCE.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary shall offer for lease
each significant vent, seep, or other source
of fugitive methane emissions from aban-
doned coal mines.

(C) BID QUALIFICATIONS.—A bid to lease fu-
gitive methane emissions under this para-
graph shall specify whether the prospective
lessee intends—

(i) to capture the fugitive methane emis-
sions for beneficial use, such as generating
electrical power, producing usable heat,
transporting the methane to market, trans-
forming the fugitive methane emissions into
a different marketable material;

(ii) to destroy the fugitive methane emis-
sions by flaring; or

(iii) to employ a specific combination of—

(I) capturing the fugitive methane emis-
sions for beneficial use; and

(IT) destroying the fugitive methane emis-
sion by flaring.

(D) PRIORITY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If there is more than one
qualified bid for a lease under this para-
graph, the Secretary shall select the bid that
the Secretary determines is likely to most
significantly advance the public interest.

(ii) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining the
public interest under clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall take into consideration—

(I) the size of the overall decrease in the
time-integrated radiative forcing of the fugi-
tive methane emissions;

(IT) the impacts to other natural resource
values, including wildlife, water, and air; and

(ITI) other public interest values, including
scenic, economic, recreation, and cultural
values.

(E) LEASE FORM.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and provide to prospective bidders a
lease form for leases issued under this para-
graph.

(ii) DUE DILIGENCE.—The lease form devel-
oped under clause (i) shall include terms and
conditions requiring the leased fugitive
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methane emissions to be put to beneficial
use or flared by not later than 1 year after
the date of issuance of the lease.

(F) ROYALTY RATE.—The Secretary shall
develop a minimum bid and royalty rate for
leases under this paragraph to advance the
purposes of this section, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable.

(d) SEQUESTRATION.—If, by not later than 4
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, any significant fugitive methane emis-
sions from abandoned coal mines on Federal
land are not leased under subsection (c)(3),
the Secretary shall, in accordance with ap-
plicable law, take all reasonable measures—

(1) to cap those fugitive methane emissions
at the source in any case in which the cap
will result in the long-term sequestration of
all or a significant portion of the fugitive
methane emissions; or

(2) if sequestration under paragraph (1) is
not feasible, destroy the fugitive methane
emissions by flaring.

(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 4
years after the date of enactment of this Act
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report
detailing—

(1) the economic and environmental im-
pacts of the pilot program, including infor-
mation on increased royalties and estimates
of avoided greenhouse gas emissions; and

(2) any recommendations by the Secretary
on whether the pilot program could be ex-
panded geographically to include other sig-
nificant sources of fugitive methane emis-
sions from coal mines.

SEC. 4306. EFFECT.

Except as expressly provided in this sub-
title, nothing in this subtitle—

(1) expands, diminishes, or impairs any
valid existing mineral leases, mineral inter-
est, or other property rights wholly or par-
tially within the Thompson Divide With-
drawal and Protection Area, including access
to the leases, interests, rights, or land in ac-
cordance with applicable Federal, State, and
local laws (including regulations);

(2) prevents the capture of methane from
any active, inactive, or abandoned coal mine
covered by this subtitle, in accordance with
applicable laws; or

(3) prevents access to, or the development
of, any new or existing coal mine or lease in
Delta or Gunnison County in the State.

Subtitle D—Curecanti National Recreation

Area
SEC. 4401. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘“‘map’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Curecanti National Recreation
Area, Proposed Boundary’, numbered 616/
100,485C, and dated August 11, 2016.

(2) NATIONAL RECREATION AREA.—The term
‘“National Recreation Area’” means the
Curecanti National Recreation Area estab-
lished by section 4402(a).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 4402. CURECANTI NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Effective beginning
on the earlier of the date on which the Sec-
retary approves a request under subsection
(¢)(2)(B)(i)(I) and the date that is 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, there shall
be established as a unit of the National Park
System the Curecanti National Recreation
Area, in accordance with this title, con-
sisting of approximately 50,667 acres of land
in the State, as generally depicted on the
map as ‘‘Curecanti National Recreation Area
Proposed Boundary’’.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall
be on file and available for public inspection
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in the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service.

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the National Recreation Area in ac-
cordance with—

(A) this subtitle; and

(B) the laws (including regulations) gen-
erally applicable to units of the National
Park System, including section 100101(a),
chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 100752,
100753, and 102101 of title 54, United States
Code.

(2) DAM, POWER PLANT, AND RESERVOIR MAN-
AGEMENT AND OPERATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this subtitle
affects or interferes with the authority of
the Secretary—

(i) to operate the Uncompahgre Valley
Reclamation Project under the reclamation
laws;

(ii) to operate the Wayne N. Aspinall Unit
of the Colorado River Storage Project under
the Act of April 11, 1956 (commonly known as
the ‘‘Colorado River Storage Project Act’)
(43 U.S.C. 620 et seq.); or

(iii) under the Federal Water Project
Recreation Act (16 U.S.C. 4601-12 et seq.).

(B) RECLAMATION LAND.—

(i) SUBMISSION OF REQUEST TO RETAIN AD-
MINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION.—If, before the
date that is 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation submits to the Secretary a request
for the Commissioner of Reclamation to re-
tain administrative jurisdiction over the
minimum quantity of land within the land
identified on the map as ‘“‘Lands withdrawn
or acquired for Bureau of Reclamation
projects’” that the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation identifies as necessary for the ef-
fective operation of Bureau of Reclamation
water facilities, the Secretary may—

(I) approve, approve with modifications, or
disapprove the request; and

(IT) if the request is approved under sub-
clause (I), make any modifications to the
map that are necessary to reflect that the
Commissioner of Reclamation retains man-
agement authority over the minimum quan-
tity of land required to fulfill the reclama-
tion mission.

(i1) TRANSFER OF LAND.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the land identified on the map as
“Lands withdrawn or acquired for Bureau of
Reclamation projects’, as modified pursuant
to clause (i)(II), if applicable, shall be trans-
ferred from the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion to the Director of the National Park
Service by not later than the date that is 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act.

(IT) ACCESS TO TRANSFERRED LAND.—

(aa) IN GENERAL.—Subject to item (bb), the
Commissioner of Reclamation shall retain
access to the land transferred to the Director
of the National Park Service under subclause
(I) for reclamation purposes, including for
the operation, maintenance, and expansion
or replacement of facilities.

(bb) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
terms of the access authorized under item
(aa) shall be determined by a memorandum
of understanding entered into between the
Commissioner of Reclamation and the Direc-
tor of the National Park Service not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act.

(3) MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into management agreements, or modify
management agreements in existence on the
date of enactment of this Act, relating to the
authority of the Director of the National
Park Service, the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management, or the Chief of the Forest
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Service to manage Federal land within or ad-
jacent to the boundary of the National
Recreation Area.

(B) STATE LAND.—The Secretary may enter
into cooperative management agreements
for any land administered by the State that
is within or adjacent to the National Recre-
ation Area, in accordance with the coopera-
tive management authority under section
101703 of title 54, United States Code.

(4) RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.—

(A) AUTHORIZATION.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall allow
boating, boating-related activities, hunting,
and fishing in the National Recreation Area
in accordance with applicable Federal and
State laws.

(B) CLOSURES; DESIGNATED ZONES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Superintendent of the National
Recreation Area, may designate zones in
which, and establish periods during which,
no boating, hunting, or fishing shall be per-
mitted in the National Recreation Area
under subparagraph (A) for reasons of public
safety, administration, or compliance with
applicable laws.

(i) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—Except in
the case of an emergency, any closure pro-
posed by the Secretary under clause (i) shall
not take effect until after the date on which
the Superintendent of the National Recre-
ation Area consults with—

(I) the appropriate State agency respon-
sible for hunting and fishing activities; and

(IT) the Board of County Commissioners in
each county in which the zone is proposed to
be designated.

(5) LANDOWNER ASSISTANCE.—On the writ-
ten request of an individual that owns pri-
vate land located not more than 3 miles from
the boundary of the National Recreation
Area, the Secretary may work in partnership
with the individual to enhance the long-term
conservation of mnatural, cultural, rec-
reational, and scenic resources in and around
the National Recreation Area—

(A) by acquiring all or a portion of the pri-
vate land or interests in private land located
not more than 3 miles from the boundary of
the National Recreation Area by purchase,
exchange, or donation, in accordance with
section 4403;

(B) by providing technical assistance to
the individual, including cooperative assist-
ance;

(C) through available grant programs; and

(D) by supporting conservation easement
opportunities.

(6) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing
rights, all Federal land within the National
Recreation Area is withdrawn from—

(A) entry, appropriation, and disposal
under the public land laws;

(B) location, entry, and patent under the
mining laws; and

(C) operation of the mineral leasing, min-
eral materials, and geothermal leasing laws.

(7) GRAZING.—

(A) STATE LAND SUBJECT TO A STATE GRAZ-
ING LEASE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If State land acquired
under this subtitle is subject to a State graz-
ing lease in effect on the date of acquisition,
the Secretary shall allow the grazing to con-
tinue for the remainder of the term of the
lease, subject to the related terms and condi-
tions of user agreements, including per-
mitted stocking rates, grazing fee levels, ac-
cess rights, and ownership and use of range
improvements.

(ii) ACCESs.—A lessee of State land may
continue its use of established routes within
the National Recreation Area to access State
land for purposes of administering the lease
if the use was permitted before the date of
enactment of this Act, subject to such terms
and conditions as the Secretary may require.
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(B) STATE AND PRIVATE LAND.—The Sec-
retary may, in accordance with applicable
laws, authorize grazing on land acquired
from the State or private landowners under
section 4403, if grazing was established before
the date of acquisition.

(C) PRIVATE LAND.—On private land ac-
quired under section 403 for the National
Recreation Area on which authorized grazing
is occurring before the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with
the lessee, may allow the continuation and
renewal of grazing on the land based on the
terms of acquisition or by agreement be-
tween the Secretary and the lessee, subject
to applicable law (including regulations).

(D) FEDERAL LAND.—The Secretary shall—

(i) allow, consistent with the grazing
leases, uses, and practices in effect as of the
date of enactment of this Act, the continu-
ation and renewal of grazing on Federal land
located within the boundary of the National
Recreation Area on which grazing is allowed
before the date of enactment of this Act, un-
less the Secretary determines that grazing
on the Federal land would present unaccept-
able impacts (as defined in section 1.4.7.1 of
the National Park Service document entitled
‘““Management Policies 2006: The Guide to
Managing the National Park System’) to
the natural, cultural, recreational, and sce-
nic resource values and the character of the
land within the National Recreation Area;
and

(ii) retain all authorities to manage graz-
ing in the National Recreation Area.

(E) TERMINATION OF LEASES.—Within the
National Recreation Area, the Secretary
may—

(i) accept the voluntary termination of a
lease or permit for grazing; or

(ii) in the case of a lease or permit vacated
for a period of 3 or more years, terminate the
lease or permit.

(8) WATER RIGHTS.—Nothing in this sub-
title—

(A) affects any use or allocation in exist-
ence on the date of enactment of this Act of
any water, water right, or interest in water;

(B) affects any vested absolute or decreed
conditional water right in existence on the
date of enactment of this Act, including any
water right held by the United States;

(C) affects any interstate water compact in
existence on the date of enactment of this
Act;

(D) authorizes or imposes any new reserved
Federal water right;

(E) shall be considered to be a relinquish-
ment or reduction of any water right re-
served or appropriated by the United States
in the State on or before the date of enact-
ment of this Act; or

(F) constitutes an express or implied Fed-
eral reservation of any water or water rights
with respect to the National Recreation
area.

(9) FISHING EASEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this subtitle
diminishes or alters the fish and wildlife pro-
gram for the Aspinall Unit developed under
section 8 of the Act of April 11, 1956 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Colorado River Stor-
age Project Act’) (70 Stat. 110, chapter 203;
43 U.S.C. 620g), by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Reclamation,
and the Colorado Division of Wildlife (includ-
ing any successor in interest to that divi-
sion) that provides for the acquisition of
public access fishing easements as mitiga-
tion for the Aspinall Unit (referred to in this
paragraph as the ‘‘program’).

(B) ACQUISITION OF FISHING EASEMENTS.—
The Secretary shall continue to fulfill the
obligation of the Secretary under the pro-
gram to acquire 26 miles of class 1 public
fishing easements to provide to sportsmen
access for fishing within the Upper Gunnison
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Basin upstream of the Aspinall Unit, subject
to the condition that no existing fishing ac-
cess downstream of the Aspinall Unit shall
be counted toward the minimum mileage re-
quirement under the program.

(C) PLAN.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall—

(i) develop a plan for fulfilling the obliga-
tion of the Secretary described in subpara-
graph (B); and

(ii) submit to Congress a report that—

(I) includes the plan developed under
clause (1); and

(IT) describes any progress made in the ac-
quisition of public access fishing easements
as mitigation for the Aspinall Unit under the
program.

SEC. 4403. ACQUISITION OF LAND; BOUNDARY
MANAGEMENT.

(a) ACQUISITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
quire any land or interest in land within the
boundary of the National Recreation Area.

(2) MANNER OF ACQUISITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), land described in paragraph (1) may be
acquired under this subsection by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase from willing sellers with do-
nated or appropriated funds;

(iii) transfer from another Federal agency;
or

(iv) exchange.

(B) STATE LAND.—Land or interests in land
owned by the State or a political subdivision
of the State may only be acquired by pur-
chase, donation, or exchange.

(b) TRANSFER OF ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDIC-
TION.—

(1) FOREST SERVICE LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the approximately 2,560 acres of
land identified on the map as ‘“U.S. Forest
Service proposed transfer to the National
Park Service’’ is transferred to the Sec-
retary, to be administered by the Director of
the National Park Service as part of the Na-
tional Recreation Area.

(B) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—The boundary
of the Gunnison National Forest shall be ad-
justed to exclude the land transferred to the
Secretary under subparagraph (A).

(2) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT LAND.—
Administrative jurisdiction over the ap-
proximately 5,040 acres of land identified on
the map as ‘‘Bureau of Land Management
proposed transfer to National Park Service”’
is transferred from the Director of the Bu-
reau of Land Management to the Director of
the National Park Service, to be adminis-
tered as part of the National Recreation
Area.

(3) WITHDRAWAL.—Administrative jurisdic-
tion over the land identified on the map as
“Proposed for transfer to the Bureau of Land
Management, subject to the revocation of
Bureau of Reclamation withdrawal’’ shall be
transferred to the Director of the Bureau of
Land Management on relinquishment of the
land by the Bureau of Reclamation and rev-
ocation by the Bureau of Land Management
of any withdrawal as may be necessary.

(¢) POTENTIAL LAND EXCHANGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The withdrawal for rec-
lamation purposes of the land identified on
the map as ‘‘Potential exchange lands’’ shall
be relinquished by the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation and revoked by the Director of the
Bureau of Land Management and the land
shall be transferred to the National Park
Service.

(2) EXCHANGE; INCLUSION IN NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA.—On transfer of the land
described in paragraph (1), the transferred
land—

(A) may be exchanged by the Secretary for
private land described in section 4402(c)(5)—
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(i) subject to a conservation easement re-
maining on the transferred land, to protect
the scenic resources of the transferred land;
and

(ii) in accordance with the laws (including
regulations) and policies governing National
Park Service land exchanges; and

(B) if not exchanged under subparagraph
(A), shall be added to, and managed as a part
of, the National Recreation Area.

(d) ADDITION TO NATIONAL RECREATION
AREA.—Any land within the boundary of the
National Recreation Area that is acquired by
the United States shall be added to, and
managed as a part of, the National Recre-
ation Area.

SEC. 4404. GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN.

Not later than 3 years after the date on
which funds are made available to carry out
this subtitle, the Director of the National
Park Service, in consultation with the Com-
missioner of Reclamation, shall prepare a
general management plan for the National
Recreation Area in accordance with section
100502 of title 54, United States Code.

SEC. 4405. BOUNDARY SURVEY.

The Secretary (acting through the Direc-
tor of the National Park Service) shall pre-
pare a boundary survey and legal description
of the National Recreation Area.

SA 1373. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the
following:

SEC.12 . COMMUNITY SOLAR.

(a) COMMUNITY SOLAR CONSUMER CHOICE
PROGRAM; FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PARTICIPA-
TION IN COMMUNITY SOLAR.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) COMMUNITY SOLAR.—The term ‘‘commu-
nity solar’” means a solar power plant, the
benefits of the electricity produced by which
are shared by 2 or more electricity cus-
tomers.

(B) SUBSCRIBER.—The term ‘‘subscriber’’
means an electricity customer who receives
a benefit associated with the proportional
output of the community solar facility of the
customer.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY SOLAR
CONSUMER CHOICE PROGRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish a program to ex-
pand community solar options to—

(i) individuals, particularly individuals
that do not have regular access to onsite
solar, including low- and moderate-income
individuals;

(ii) businesses;

(iii) nonprofit organizations; and

(iv) States and local and Tribal govern-
ments.

(B) ALIGNMENT WITH EXISTING FEDERAL
PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall align the
program under subparagraph (A) with exist-
ing Federal programs that serve low-income
communities.

(C) ASSISTANCE TO STATE AND LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENTS.—In carrying out the program
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall—

(i) provide technical assistance to States
and local and Tribal governments for
projects to increase community solar;

(ii) assist States and local and Tribal gov-
ernments in the development of new and in-
novative financial and business models that
leverage competition in the marketplace in
order to serve community solar subscribers;
and
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(iii) use National Laboratories to collect
and disseminate data to assist private enti-
ties in the financing of, subscription to, and
operation of community solar projects.

(3) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION IN
COMMUNITY SOLAR.—The Secretary shall ex-
pand the existing grant, loan, and financing
programs of the Department to include com-
munity solar projects.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY SOLAR
PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 111(d) of the Pub-
lic Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 2621(d)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

¢“(20) COMMUNITY SOLAR PROGRAMS.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(1) COMMUNITY SOLAR FACILITY.—The term
‘community solar facility’ means a solar
photovoltaic system that—

‘“(I) allocates electricity to multiple elec-
tric consumers of an electric utility; and

“(IT) is—

‘‘(aa) connected to a local distribution fa-
cility of the electric utility;

‘“(bb) located on or off the property of an
electric consumer; and

‘“(cc) owned by an electric utility, an elec-
tric consumer, or a third party.

‘(i) COMMUNITY SOLAR PROGRAM.—The
term ‘community solar program’ means a
service provided by an electric utility to an
electric consumer served by the electric util-
ity through which the value of electric en-
ergy generated by a community solar facil-
ity may be used to offset charges billed to
the electric consumer by the electric utility.

‘“(B) STANDARD.—Each electric utility shall
offer a community solar program.’’.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—

(A) TIME LIMITATIONS.—Section 112(b) of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2622(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(TY(A) Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this paragraph, each State
regulatory authority (with respect to each
electric utility for which the State has rate-
making authority) and each nonregulated
utility shall commence consideration under
section 111, or set a hearing date for consid-
eration, with respect to the standard estab-
lished by paragraph (20) of section 111(d).

‘(B) Not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this paragraph, each State
regulatory authority (with respect to each
electric utility for which the State has rate-
making authority), and each nonregulated
electric utility shall complete the consider-
ation and make the determination under sec-
tion 111 with respect to the standard estab-
lished by paragraph (20) of section 111(d).”".

(B) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Section 112(c) of the Pub-
lic Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 2622(c)) is amended—

(I) by striking ‘‘such paragraph (14)” and
all that follows through ‘‘paragraphs (16)”
and inserting ‘‘such paragraph (14). In the
case of the standard established by para-
graph (15) of section 111(d), the reference con-
tained in this subsection to the date of en-
actment of this Act shall be deemed to be a
reference to the date of enactment of that
paragraph (15). In the case of the standards
established by paragraphs (16)’; and

(IT) by adding at the end the following: ‘“‘In
the case of the standard established by para-
graph (20) of section 111(d), the reference con-
tained in this subsection to the date of en-
actment of this Act shall be deemed to be a
reference to the date of enactment of that
paragraph (20).”.

(ii) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—Section 1254(b) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-58;
119 Stat. 971) is amended—

(aa) by striking paragraph (2); and
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(bb) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2).

(IT) TREATMENT.—The amendment made by
paragraph (2) of section 1254(b) of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-58; 119
Stat. 971) (as in effect on the day before the
date of enactment of this Act) is void, and
section 112(d) of the Public Utility Regu-
latory Policies Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2622(d))
shall be in effect as if those amendments had
not been enacted.

(C) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Section 112 of the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 2622) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘‘(g) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—Subsections
(b) and (c) shall not apply to the standard es-
tablished by paragraph (20) of section 111(d)
in the case of any electric utility in a State
if, before the date of enactment of this sub-
section—

‘(1) the State has implemented for the
electric utility the standard (or a com-
parable standard);

‘“(2) the State regulatory authority for the
State or the relevant nonregulated electric
utility has conducted a proceeding to con-
sider implementation of the standard (or a
comparable standard) for the electric utility;
or

‘“(3) the State legislature has voted on the
implementation of the standard (or a com-
parable standard) for the electric utility.”.

(ii) CROSS-REFERENCE.—Section 124 of the
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2634) is amended by adding at
the end the following: ‘‘In the case of the
standard established by paragraph (20) of sec-
tion 111(d), the reference contained in this
subsection to the date of enactment of this
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the
date of enactment of that paragraph (20).”.

(c) FEDERAL CONTRACTS FOR PUBLIC UTIL-
ITY SERVICES.—Section 501(b)(1) of title 40,
United States Code, is amended by striking
subparagraph (B) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

“(B) PUBLIC UTILITY CONTRACTS.—A con-
tract under this paragraph for public utility
services may be for a period of not more than
20 years.”’.

SA 1374. Mrs. CAPITO (for herself,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BARRASSO, and
Mr. CRAMER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2657, to support innovation in
advanced geothermal research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO THE
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986

SEC. 4001. EXTENSION OF CREDIT FOR CARBON
OXIDE SEQUESTRATION.

Section 456Q(d)(1) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2024 and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2029°.

SA 1375. Mr. WICKER (for himself
and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2657, to support innova-
tion in advanced geothermal research
and development, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. 1 REPORT ON ELECTROCHROMIC
GLASS.

(a) DEFINITION OF ELECTROCHROMIC

GLASS.—In this section, the term
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‘“‘electrochromic glass’” means glass that
uses electricity to change the light transmit-
tance properties of the glass to heat or cool
a structure.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary, in collaboration with the heads of
other relevant agencies, shall submit to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
of the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that addresses the benefits of
electrochromic glass, including the fol-
lowing:

(1) Reductions in energy consumption in
commercial buildings, especially peak cool-
ing load reduction and annual energy bill
savings.

(2) Benefits in the workplace, especially
visual comfort and employee health.

(3) Benefits of natural light in hospitals for
patients and staff, especially accelerated pa-
tient healing and recovery time.

SA 1376. Mr. WICKER (for himself,
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. WARNER) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 178, line 16, insert ‘¢, including 2-
dimensional materials such as graphene,”
after ‘‘designs’’.

SA 1377. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2657, to support innovation in
advanced geothermal research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO THE
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986
SEC. 4001. UPDATING CREDIT FOR NONBUSINESS

ENERGY PROPERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 25C of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘10 per-
cent’ and inserting ‘‘15 percent’’,

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking “‘$500”
¢$1,200”, and

(ii) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2005’’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 2020°°, and

(B) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and
inserting the following:

¢“(2) LIMITATION ON INSULATION MATERIAL OR
SYSTEM.—In the case of amounts paid or in-
curred for components described in sub-
section (c)(3)(A) by any taxpayer for any tax-
able year, the credit allowed under this sec-
tion with respect to such amounts for such
year shall not exceed the excess (if any) of
$600 over the aggregate credits allowed under
this section with respect to such amounts for
all prior taxable years ending after Decem-
ber 31, 2020.

¢“(3) LIMITATION ON WINDOWS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) ENERGY STAR MOST EFFICIENT.—In the
case of amounts paid or incurred by any tax-
payer for any taxable year for components
described in subsection (¢)(3)(B) which meet
the most efficient certification under appli-
cable Energy Star program requirements,
the credit allowed under this section with re-
spect to such amounts for such year shall
not exceed the excess (if any) of $600 over the
aggregate credits allowed under this section
with respect to such amounts for all prior
taxable years ending after December 31, 2020.

and inserting
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‘‘(ii) ENERGY STAR.—In the case of amounts
paid or incurred by any taxpayer for any tax-
able year for components described in sub-
section (¢)(3)(B) which do not meet the most
efficient certification under applicable En-
ergy Star program requirements, the credit
allowed under this section with respect to
such amounts for such year shall not exceed
the excess (if any) of $200 over the aggregate
credits allowed under this section with re-
spect to such amounts for all prior taxable
years ending after December 31, 2020.

“(B) ELECTION.—

“(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of any
amounts paid or incurred by any taxpayer
for components described in subsection
(¢)(3)(B), the credit allowed under this sec-
tion shall only be allowed for components de-
scribed in clause (i) of subparagraph (A) or
clause (ii) of such subparagraph, but not
both, as elected by the taxpayer during the
first taxable year in which such credit is
being claimed by the taxpayer.

‘‘(ii) IRREVOCABILITY.—The Secretary shall,
through such rules, regulations, and proce-
dures as are determined appropriate, estab-
lish procedures for making an election under
this subparagraph, which shall require that—

“(I) any election made by the taxpayer
shall be irrevocable, and

‘“(IT) such election shall remain in effect
for all subsequent taxable years.

‘“(4) LIMITATION ON DOORS.—In the case of
amounts paid or incurred for components de-
scribed in subsection (¢)(3)(C) by any tax-
payer for any taxable year, the credit al-
lowed under this section with respect to such
amounts for such year shall not exceed—

‘“(A) the excess (if any) of $5600 over the ag-
gregate credits allowed under this section
with respect to such amounts for all prior
taxable years ending after December 31, 2020,
or

“(B) $250 for each exterior door.

“(5) LIMITATION ON RESIDENTIAL ENERGY
PROPERTY EXPENDITURES.—The amount of the
credit allowed under this section by reason
of subsection (a)(2) shall not exceed—

‘“(A) in the case of any energy-efficient
building property—

‘(i) for any item of property described in
subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of subsection
(d)(3), $600, and

‘(ii) for any item of property described in
subparagraph (D) or (E) of such subsection,
$400, and

‘(B) in the case of any qualified natural
gas, propane, or oil furnace or hot water
boiler (as defined in subsection (d)(4)), an
amount equal to—

‘(1) $600 for a hot water boiler, and

‘“(ii) in the case of a furnace, an amount
equal to the sum of—

“(I) $300, plus

“(II) if the taxpayer is converting from a
non-condensing furnace to a condensing fur-
nace, $300.”,

(3) in subsection (c)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B)
and inserting the following:

““(A) applicable Energy Star program re-
quirements, in the case of an exterior win-
dow, a skylight, or an exterior door, and”’,

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (B), and

(iii) in subparagraph (B), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘2009 International” and
all that follows through ‘‘Act of 2009’ and in-
serting ‘2015 IECC (as defined in section
45L(b)(5))”’,

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by adding ‘‘and” at
the end,

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking °‘,
and” and inserting a period, and

(iii) by striking subparagraph (D), and
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(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(6) LABOR CcOSTS.—The term ‘qualified en-
ergy efficiency improvements’ includes ex-
penditures for labor costs properly allocable
to the onsite preparation, assembly, or origi-
nal installation of any energy efficient build-
ing envelope component.”’,

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A)—

(i) in clause (i), by adding ‘‘or’’ at the end,

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘, or”’ and in-
serting a period, and

(iii) by striking clause (iii),

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following:

‘““(A) an electric heat pump water heater
which, in the standard Department of En-
ergy test procedure, yields a uniform energy
factor of at least 3.0,”",

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2009’ and inserting ‘‘the date of enact-
ment of the American Energy Innovation
Act of 2020,

(iii) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘Jan-
uary 1, 2009’ and inserting ‘‘the date of en-
actment of the American Energy Innovation
Act of 2020,

(iv) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following:

‘(D) a natural gas, propane, or oil water
heater which, in the standard Department of
Energy test procedure, yields—

‘(i) in the case of a storage tank water
heater—

“(I) in the case of a medium-draw water
heater, a uniform energy factor of not less
than 0.78, and

‘“(IT) in the case of a high-draw water heat-
er, a uniform energy factor of not less than
0.80, and

‘“(ii) in the case of a tankless water heat-
er—

“(I) in the case of a medium-draw water
heater, a uniform energy factor of not less
than 0.87, and

“(IT1) in the case of a high-draw water heat-
er, a uniform energy factor of not less than
0.90, and”’, and

(v) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘of at
least 75 percent’ and inserting the following:
‘“‘(as determined pursuant to the applicable
list published by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for -certified wood stoves,
hydronic heaters, or forced-air furnaces) of
at least—

‘(i) in the case of any stove placed in serv-
ice before January 1, 2022, 73 percent, and

‘“(ii) in the case of any stove placed in serv-
ice after December 31, 2021, 75 percent.”’,

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘not less
than 95 and inserting the following: ‘“‘not
less than—

““(A) in the case of a furnace, 97 percent,
and

‘“(B) in the case of a hot water boiler, 95
percent.”,

(D) by striking paragraph (5), and

(E) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (5),

(5) in subsection (e), by adding the fol-
lowing new paragraphs at the end:

‘“(4) INSTALLATION STANDARDS.—The terms
‘energy efficient building envelope compo-
nent’ and ‘qualified energy property’ shall
not include any components or property
which are not installed according to any ap-
plicable Air Conditioning Contractors of
America Quality Installation standards
which are in effect at the time that such
components or property are placed in serv-
ice.

“(5) REPLACEMENT OF TERMINATED STAND-
ARDS.—In the case of any standard, require-
ment, or criteria applicable to any energy ef-
ficient building envelope component or
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qualified energy property which is termi-
nated after the date of enactment of the
American Energy Innovation Act of 2020, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy, shall identify a similar
standard, requirement, or criteria for pur-
poses of determining the eligibility of any
such component or property for purposes of
credit allowed under this section.”’, and

(6) in subsection (g)(2), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2020’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
20277,

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to property
placed in service after December 31, 2020.

SA 1378. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2657, to support innovation in
advanced geothermal research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS TO THE
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986
SEC. 4001. UPDATING NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT

HOME CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 45L of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by
¢“$2,000”’ and inserting ‘“$2,500"’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting
(4)” after ‘‘paragraph (3)’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘this
section” and inserting ‘‘the American En-
ergy Innovation Act of 2020°’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(5) 2018 1IECC.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘2018 IECC’
means the 2018 International Emnergy Con-
servation Code, as such Code (including sup-
plements) is in effect on the date of the en-
actment of the American Energy Innovation
Act of 2020.

‘“(B) SPECIAL RULE.—For purposes of sub-
section (¢)(1)(B)({)(), in determining whether
a dwelling unit has been constructed in ac-
cordance with the standards of chapter 4 of
the 2018 IECC by achieving a level of energy
efficiency which meets Section R406.4
(N1106.4) of such Code, such determination
shall be made without accounting for on-site
energy generation.”;

(3) by striking subsection (c¢) and inserting
the following:

“(c) ENERGY SAVING REQUIREMENTS.—A
dwelling unit meets the energy saving re-
quirements of this subsection if such unit—

“(1)(A) is certified—

‘(i) to have a level of annual heating and
cooling energy consumption which is at least
60 percent below the annual level of heating
and cooling energy consumption of a com-
parable dwelling unit—

‘“(I) which is constructed in accordance
with the standards of chapter 4 of the 2006
International Energy Conservation Code, as
such Code (including supplements) is in ef-
fect on January 1, 2006, and

“(IT) for which the heating and cooling
equipment efficiencies correspond to the
minimum allowed under the regulations es-
tablished by the Department of Energy pur-
suant to the National Appliance Energy Con-
servation Act of 1987 and in effect at the
time of completion of construction, and

‘“(ii) to have building envelope component
improvements account for at least 5 of such
60 percent, or

‘(B) is certified—

‘(i) to have a level of annual energy con-
sumption which is at least 15 percent below

striking

e

or
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the annual level of energy consumption of a
comparable dwelling unit—

‘(I) which is constructed in accordance
with the standards of chapter 4 of the 2018
IECC, and

‘“(II) which meets the requirements de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(i)(II), and

‘“(ii) to have building envelope component
improvements account for at least ¥ of such
15 percent,

‘“(2) is a manufactured home which—

‘“(A) conforms to Federal Manufactured
Home Construction and Safety Standards
(part 3280 of title 24, Code of Federal Regula-
tions), and

‘(B) meets the requirements described in
subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1),

““(3) meets the requirements established by
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency under the Energy Star
Labeled Homes program, or

‘“(4) is a manufactured home which—

‘““(A) conforms to the standards described
in paragraph (2)(A), and

‘(B) meets the requirements described in
paragraph (3).”’; and

(4) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2020 and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2022’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to qualified
new energy efficient homes acquired after
December 31, 2020.

SA 1379. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2657, to support innovation in
advanced geothermal research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. . LOAN GUARANTEES FOR BATTERY
STORAGE TECHNOLOGIES.

Section 1703(b) of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16513(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(11) Battery storage technologies for resi-
dential, industrial, or transportation appli-
cations.”.

SA 1380. Ms. HASSAN (for herself and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2657, to support innovation in
advanced geothermal research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REGIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS REDUC-
TION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(2) GREENHOUSE GAS.—The term ‘‘green-
house gas’ means carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbon,
perfluorocarbon, and sulfur hexafluoride.

(3) OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Office’’ means the
Office of Regional Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Programs established under subsection
D).

(4) REGIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION
PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘regional greenhouse
gas reduction program’ means a program
that uses market-based tools to reduce
greenhouse gases across States at the re-
gional level, such as—

(A) the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
organized among, as of November 14, 2019,
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the States of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont to cap
and reduce carbon dioxide emissions from
the power sector; and

(B) the Western Climate Initiative, a re-
gional carbon trading system organized be-
tween the State of California and Quebec,
Canada.

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means—

(A) a State;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

(D) the United States Virgin Islands;

(E) Guam;

(F) American Samoa;

(G) the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands; and

(H) the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.

(6) UNIT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term
“‘unit of local government’’ means—

(A) a city, town, borough, county, parish,
district, association, or other public body
created by or pursuant to State law;

(B) an Indian tribe (as defined in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5304)); and

(C) a tribal organization (as defined in sec-
tion 4 of the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)).

(b) OFFICE OF REGIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS
REDUCTION PROGRAMS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, there
shall be established within the Environ-
mental Protection Agency an office, to be
known as the ‘‘Office of Regional Greenhouse
Gas Reduction Programs’’.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Office
shall be—

(A) to support, and assist in the expansion
of, existing regional greenhouse gas reduc-
tion programs; and

(B) to facilitate the establishment of new
regional greenhouse gas reduction programs.

(3) DIRECTOR.—The Office shall be headed
by a Director, who shall be appointed by the
Administrator—

(A) without regard to political affiliation;
and

(B) solely on the basis of fitness to perform
the duties of the Director described in para-
graph (4).

(4) DUTIES OF DIRECTOR.—The Director of
the Office shall—

(A) on request by a State or other relevant
entity, provide access to Federal data rel-
evant to regional greenhouse gas reduction
programs;

(B)(i) assist States and other relevant enti-
ties with analysis and modeling of technical,
economic, and public policy issues relating
to regional greenhouse gas reduction pro-
grams; and

(ii) provide any other relevant technical
support, on request;

(C) develop and share best practices based
on existing regional greenhouse gas reduc-
tion programs;

(D) track and report on greenhouse gas
emissions in States participating in regional
greenhouse gas reduction programs using
data collected by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency;

(E) designate a representative in the Of-
fice—

(i) to act as a liaison to regional green-
house gas reduction programs; and

(ii) to communicate with States and other
entities seeking to establish regional green-
house gas reduction programs;

(F) facilitate communication among Fed-
eral and State agencies, agencies of units of
local government, and stakeholders to share
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lessons learned about greenhouse gas moni-
toring and control programs, through meth-
ods such as workshops, conferences,
websites, and newsletters;

(G) administer the grant program estab-
lished under subsection (c);

(H) coordinate with the interagency task
force established under subsection (d); and

(I) carry out any other activity relevant to
the function of the Office.

(5) REPORT.—The Administrator, acting
through the Director of the Office, shall sub-
mit a biannual report to Congress that de-
scribes and summarizes the efforts made and
technical assistance provided by the Office
to help States improve the health and envi-
ronment of communities in those States.

(6) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—On request of
the Director, the head of each Federal agen-
cy shall provide the Director any informa-
tion and data necessary for any analyses or
reports required as part of the function of
the Office.

(7) NO ADDITIONAL REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Nothing in this subsection author-
izes the Administrator or the Director of the
Office to impose an additional reporting re-
quirement on a State participating in a re-
gional greenhouse gas reduction program.

(c) REGIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION
PROGRAM STARTUP GRANTS.—

(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘eligible entity”
means—

(A) a State;

(B) a unit of local government; and

(C) a regional consortium that is a partner-
ship between or among 1 or more entities de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) and (B).

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Office shall establish a pro-
gram within the Office to provide grants to
eligible entities, on a competitive basis, to
take active preliminary steps (including in-
formation-gathering) towards developing or
participating in a regional greenhouse gas
reduction program.

(3) APPLICATION.—An eligible entity shall
submit to the Director of the Office an appli-
cation to receive a grant under paragraph (2)
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Director of
the Office may require.

(4) MINIMUM GRANT AMOUNT.—A grant
awarded under paragraph (2) shall be in an
amount that is not less than $250,000.

() AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Director of the Office such amounts as
are necessary to carry out this subsection, to
remain available until expended.

(d) INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator
shall establish an interagency task force (re-
ferred to in this subsection as the ‘‘task
force”)—

(A) to determine how best to support exist-
ing regional greenhouse gas reduction pro-
grams;

(B) to consult with States to determine
how best to support States and other entities
that seek to develop regional greenhouse gas
reduction programs or expand existing re-
gional greenhouse gas reduction programs;
and

(C) to analyze existing gaps in Federal data
that are relevant to the formation or anal-
ysis of regional greenhouse gas reduction
programs.

(2) MEMBERS.—The task force shall—

(A) be headed by a representative from the
Office; and

(B) include representatives from—

(i) the Department of Energy;

(ii) the Department of Agriculture;

(iii) the Department of Transportation;
and
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(iv) the Department of the Interior.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the task force is estab-
lished under paragraph (1), the task force
shall submit to Congress a report that de-
scribes a plan—

(A) to support existing regional greenhouse
gas reduction programs;

(B) to support States and other entities
seeking to develop regional greenhouse gas
reduction programs; and

(C) that addresses Federal data gaps with
respect to regional greenhouse gas reduction
programs.

SA 1381. Ms. HASSAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC. 1 . NET METERING STUDY AND EVALUA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XVIII of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-58; 119
Stat. 1122) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 1841. NET METERING STUDY AND EVALUA-
TION.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary shall seek to enter into an
agreement with the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘National
Academies’) under which the National Acad-
emies shall—

‘(1) study the opportunities and challenges
associated with net metering; and

‘“(2) evaluate the expected medium- and
long-term impacts of net metering.

‘“(b) ELEMENTS.—The study and evaluation
conducted pursuant to the agreement en-
tered into under subsection (a) shall ad-
dress—

‘(1) developments in net metering, includ-
ing the emergence of new technologies;

‘“(2) alternatives to existing metering sys-
tems that—

‘‘(A) provide for transactions that—

‘“(i) measure electric energy consumption
by an electric consumer at the home or facil-
ity of that electric consumer; and

‘“(ii) are capable of sending electric energy
usage information through a communica-
tions network to an electric utility;

‘(B) promote equitable distribution of re-
sources and costs; and

“(C) provide incentives for the use of dis-
tributed renewable generation;

“(3) net metering planning and operating
techniques;

‘“(4) effective architecture for net meter-
ing;

““(5) successful net metering business mod-
els;

‘“(6) consumer and industry incentives for
net metering;

‘“(7T) the role of renewable resources in the
electric grid;

‘“(8) the role of net metering in developing
future models for renewable infrastructure;
and

‘“(9) the use of battery storage with net
metering.

‘“(c) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The agreement entered
into under subsection (a) shall require the
National Academies to submit to the Sec-
retary, not later than 2 years after entering
into the agreement, a report that describes
the results of the study and evaluation con-
ducted pursuant to the agreement.
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‘(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The report sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) shall be made
available to the public through electronic
means, including the internet.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Energy Policy Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-58; 119 Stat. 604) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

““Sec. 1841. Net metering study and evalua-
tion.”.

SA 1382. Mr. DURBIN (for himself
and Mr. ALEXANDER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . OFFICE OF SCIENCE.

Section 209 of the Department of Energy
Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7139) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out the functions of the
Office of Science—

(1) for fiscal year 2021, $7,500,000,000;

¢(2) for fiscal year 2022, $8,000,000,000;

¢¢(3) for fiscal year 2023, $8,600,000,000;

““(4) for fiscal year 2024, $9,200,000,000; and

*“(5) for fiscal year 2025, $9,800,000,000.".

SA 1383. Mr. CARPER (for himself,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2657,
to support innovation in advanced geo-
thermal research and development, and
for other purposes; which was ordered
to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DIESEL EMISSIONS REDUCTION.

(a) REAUTHORIZATION OF DIESEL EMISSIONS
REDUCTION PROGRAM.—Section 797(a) of the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16137(a))
is amended by striking ‘2016’ and inserting
2024,

(b) RECOGNIZING DIFFERENCES IN DIESEL
VEHICLE, ENGINE, EQUIPMENT, AND FLEET
USE.—

(1) NATIONAL GRANT, REBATE, AND LOAN PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 792(c)(4)(D) of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16132(c)(4)(D)) is
amended by inserting ¢, recognizing dif-
ferences in typical vehicle, engine, equip-
ment, and fleet use throughout the United
States’ before the semicolon.

(2) STATE GRANT, REBATE, AND LOAN PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 793(b)(1) of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16133(b)(1)) is
amended—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking °;
and’’ and inserting a semicolon; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) the recognition, for purposes of imple-
menting this section, of differences in typ-
ical vehicle, engine, equipment, and fleet use
throughout the United States, including ex-
pected useful life; and”’.

(¢) REALLOCATION OF UNUSED STATE
FUNDS.—Section 793(c)(2)(C) of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16133(c)(2)(C)) is
amended beginning in the matter preceding
clause (i) by striking ‘‘to each remaining”’
and all that follows through ‘‘this para-
graph’ in clause (ii) and inserting ‘‘to carry
out section 792’.
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SA 1384. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 130, strike line 1 and insert the fol-
lowing:

(g) TIMING FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE.—Section 417(d) of the Energy
Conservation and Production Act (42 U.S.C.
6867(d)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘(d) Payments’ and insert-
ing the following:

¢(d) METHOD AND TIMING OF PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
any payments’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) TIMING.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law (including regulations), not
later than 60 days after the date on which
funds have been made available to provide
assistance under this part, the Secretary
shall distribute to the applicable recipient
the full amount of assistance to be provided
to the recipient under this part for the fiscal

year.”.

(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—Section 421 of the En-
ergy

On page 130, line 9, strike ‘“(h)” and insert
“d)”,

On page 130, line 16, strike ““(i)”’ and insert
“G).

At the end of subtitle H of title I, add the
following:

SEC. 18 . TIMING FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FI-
NANCIAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE
STATE ENERGY PROGRAM.

Section 363 of the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act (42 U.S.C. 6323) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

¢(g) TIMING FOR DISTRIBUTION OF FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law (including regulations), not
later than 60 days after the date on which
funds have been made available to provide fi-
nancial assistance under this section, the
Secretary shall distribute to the applicable
State the full amount of assistance to be
provided to the State under this section for
the fiscal year.”.

SA 1385. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC.1 . HEAT EFFICIENCY THROUGH APPLIED
TECHNOLOGY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) combined heat and power technology,
also known as cogeneration, is a technology
that efficiently produces electricity and
thermal energy at the point of use of the
technology;

(2) by combining the provision of both elec-
tricity and thermal energy in a single step,
combined heat and power technology makes
significantly more efficient use of fuel com-
pared to separate generation of heat and
power, which has significant economic and
environmental advantages;

(3) waste heat to power is a technology
that captures heat discarded by an existing
industrial process and uses that heat to gen-
erate power with no additional fuel and no
incremental emissions, reducing the need for
electricity from other sources and the grid,
and any associated emissions;

(4) waste heat or waste heat to power is
considered renewable energy in 17 States;
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(5)(A) a 2012 joint report by the Depart-
ment of Energy and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency estimated that by achieving
the national goal outlined in Executive
Order 13624 (77 Fed. Reg. 54779) (September 5,
2012) of deploying 40 gigawatts of new com-
bined heat and power technology by 2020, the
United States would increase the total com-
bined heat and power capacity of the United
States by 50 percent in less than a decade;
and

(B) additional efficiency would—

(i) save 1,000,000,000,000,000 BTUs of energy;
and

(ii) reduce emissions by 150,000,000 metric
tons of carbon dioxide annually, a quantity
equivalent to the emissions from more than
25,000,000 cars;

(6) a 2012 report by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency estimated the amount of
waste heat available at a temperature high
enough for power generation from industrial
and nonindustrial applications represents an
additional 10 gigawatts of electric gener-
ating capacity on a national basis;

(7) distributed energy generation, includ-
ing through combined heat and power tech-
nology and waste heat to power technology,
has ancillary benefits, such as—

(A) removing load from the electricity dis-
tribution grid; and

(B) improving the overall reliability of the
electricity distribution system; and

(8)(A) a number of regulatory barriers im-
pede broad deployment of combined heat and
power technology and waste heat to power
technology; and

(B) a 2008 study by Oak Ridge National
Laboratory identified interconnection
issues, regulated fees and tariffs, and envi-
ronmental permitting as areas that could be
streamlined with respect to the provision of
combined heat and power technology and
waste heat to power technology.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section:

(A) COMBINED HEAT AND POWER TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘combined heat and
power technology’” means the generation of
electric energy and heat in a single, inte-
grated system that meets the efficiency cri-
teria in clauses (ii) and (iii) of section
48(c)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, under which heat that is conventionally
rejected is recovered and used to meet ther-
mal energy requirements.

(B) OUTPUT-BASED EMISSION STANDARD.—
The term ‘‘output-based emission standard”
means a standard that relates emissions to
the electrical, thermal, or mechanical pro-
ductive output of a device or process rather
than the heat input of fuel burned or pollut-
ant concentration in the exhaust.

(C) QUALIFIED WASTE HEAT RESOURCE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘qualified waste
heat resource’ means—

(I) exhaust heat or flared gas from any in-
dustrial or commercial process;

(IT) waste gas or industrial tail gas that
would otherwise be flared, incinerated, or
vented;

(ITI) a pressure drop in any gas for an in-
dustrial or commercial process; or

(IV) any other form of waste heat resource
as the Secretary may determine.

(ii) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘qualified waste
heat resource” does not include a heat re-
source from a process the primary purpose of
which is the generation of electricity using a
fossil fuel.

(D) WASTE HEAT TO POWER TECHNOLOGY.—
The term ‘‘waste heat to power technology’’
means a system that generates electricity
through the recovery of a qualified waste
heat resource.

(2) PURPA DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
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1978 (16 U.S.C. 2602) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

¢(22) COMBINED HEAT AND POWER TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘combined heat and
power technology’ means the generation of
electric energy and heat in a single, inte-
grated system that meets the efficiency cri-
teria in clauses (ii) and (iii) of section
48(c)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, under which heat that is conventionally
rejected is recovered and used to meet ther-
mal energy requirements.

¢“(23) QUALIFIED WASTE HEAT RESOURCE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified
waste heat resource’ means—

‘(i) exhaust heat or flared gas from any in-
dustrial process;

‘(i) waste gas or industrial tail gas that
would otherwise be flared, incinerated, or
vented;

‘‘(iii) a pressure drop in any gas for an in-
dustrial or commercial process; or

‘(iv) any other form of waste heat resource
as the Secretary may determine.

‘““(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘qualified
waste heat resource’ does not include a heat
resource from a process the primary purpose
of which is the generation of electricity
using a fossil fuel.

¢“(24) WASTE HEAT TO POWER TECHNOLOGY.—
The term ‘waste heat to power technology’
means a system that generates electricity
through the recovery of a qualified waste
heat resource.”.

(¢) UPDATED INTERCONNECTION PROCEDURES
AND TARIFF SCHEDULE.—

(1) ADOPTION OF STANDARDS.—Section 111(d)
of the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2621(d)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘(20) UPDATED INTERCONNECTION PROCE-
DURES AND TARIFF SCHEDULE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Commission and other appropriate agen-
cies, shall establish, for generation with
nameplate capacity up to 20 megawatts
using all fuels—

‘(i) guidance for technical interconnection
standards that ensure interoperability with
existing Federal interconnection rules;

‘‘(ii) model interconnection procedures, in-
cluding appropriate fast track procedures;
and

‘“(iii) model rules for determining and as-
signing interconnection costs.

‘(B) STANDARDS.—The standards estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall, to the
maximum extent practicable, reflect current
best practices (as demonstrated in model
codes and rules adopted by States) to encour-
age the use of distributed generation (such
as combined heat and power technology and
waste heat to power technology) while ensur-
ing the safety and reliability of the inter-
connected units and the distribution and
transmission networks to which the units
connect.

‘“(C) VARIATIONS.—In establishing the
model standards under subparagraph (A), the
Secretary shall consider the appropriateness
of using standards or procedures that vary
based on unit size, fuel type, or other rel-
evant characteristics.””.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—

(A) TIME LIMITATIONS.—Section 112(b) of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2622(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

“(M(A) Not later than 90 days after the
date on which the Secretary completes the
standards required under section 111(d)(20),
each State regulatory authority (with re-
spect to each electric utility for which the
authority has ratemaking authority) shall
commence the consideration referred to in
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that section, or set a hearing date for such
consideration, with respect to each standard.

‘“(B) Not later than 2 years after the date
on which the Secretary completes the stand-
ards required under section 111(d)(20), each
State regulatory authority (with respect to
each electric utility for which the authority
has ratemaking authority) shall—

‘(i) complete the consideration under sub-
paragraph (A);

‘“(ii) make the determination referred to in
section 111 with respect to each standard es-
tablished under section 111(d)(20); and

“(iii) submit to the Secretary and the
Commission a report detailing the updated
plans of the State regulatory authority for
interconnection procedures and tariff sched-
ules that reflect best practices to encourage
the use of distributed generation.”’.

(B) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—Section 112(c) of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2622(c)) is amended by adding
at the end the following: ‘‘In the case of each
standard established under paragraph (20) of
section 111(d), the reference contained in this
subsection to the date of enactment of this
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the
date of enactment of that paragraph.”.

(C) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Section 112 of the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 2622) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(g) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—Subsections
(b) and (c) shall not apply to a standard es-
tablished under paragraph (20) of section
111(d) in the case of any electric utility in a
State if, before the date of enactment of this
subsection—

‘(1) the State has implemented for the
electric utility the standard (or a com-
parable standard);

‘(2) the State regulatory authority for the
State has conducted a proceeding after De-
cember 31, 2016, to consider implementation
of the standard (or a comparable standard)
for the electric utility; or

‘“(3) the State legislature has voted on the
implementation of the standard (or a com-
parable standard) for the electric utility.”.

(ii) CROSS-REFERENCE.—Section 124 of the
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2634) is amended by adding at
the end the following: ‘‘In the case of each
standard established under paragraph (20) of
section 111(d), the reference contained in this
subsection to the date of enactment of this
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the
date of enactment of that paragraph.”.

(d) SUPPLEMENTAL, BACKUP, AND STANDBY
POWER FEES OR RATES.—

(1) ADOPTION OF STANDARDS.—Section 111(d)
of the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2621(d)) (as amended by sub-
section (c)(1)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

¢“(21) SUPPLEMENTAL, BACKUP, AND STANDBY
POWER FEES OR RATES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Commission and other appropriate agen-
cies, shall establish model rules and proce-
dures for determining fees or rates for sup-
plementary power, backup or standby power,
maintenance power, and interruptible power
supplied to facilities that operate combined
heat and power technology and waste heat to
power technology that appropriately allow
for adequate cost recovery by an electric
utility but are not excessive.

“(B) FACTORS.—In establishing model rules
and procedures for determining fees or rates
described in subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall consider—

‘(i) the best practices that are used to
model outage assumptions and contingencies
to determine the fees or rates;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘‘(i1) the appropriate duration, magnitude,
or usage of demand charge ratchets;

‘‘(iii) the benefits to the utility and rate-
payers, such as increased reliability, fuel di-
versification, enhanced power quality, and
reduced electric losses from the use of com-
bined heat and power technology and waste
heat to power technology by a qualifying fa-
cility; and

‘“(iv) alternative arrangements to the pur-
chase of supplementary, backup, or standby
power by the owner of combined heat and
power technology and waste heat to power
technology generating units if the alter-
native arrangements—

“(I) do not compromise system reliability;
and

‘“(II) are nondiscretionary and nonpref-
erential.”.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—

(A) TIME LIMITATIONS.—Section 112(b) of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2622(b)) (as amended by sub-
section (¢)(2)(A)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘““(8)(A) Not later than 90 days after the
date on which the Secretary completes the
standards required under section 111(d)(21),
each State regulatory authority (with re-
spect to each electric utility for which the
authority has ratemaking authority) shall
commence the consideration referred to in
that section, or set a hearing date for such
consideration, with respect to each standard.

‘(B) Not later than 2 years after the date
on which the Secretary completes the stand-
ards required under section 111(d)(21), each
State regulatory authority (with respect to
each electric utility for which the authority
has ratemaking authority) shall—

‘(i) complete the consideration under sub-
paragraph (A);

‘(ii) make the determination referred to in
section 111 with respect to each standard es-
tablished under section 111(d)(21); and

‘“(iii) submit to the Secretary and the
Commission a report detailing the updated
plans of the State regulatory authority for
supplemental, backup, and standby power
fees that reflect best practices to encourage
the use of distributed generation.”’.

(B) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—Section 112(c) of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2622(c)) (as amended by sub-
section (¢)(2)(B)) is amended by adding at the
end the following: ‘“‘In the case of each stand-
ard established under paragraph (21) of sec-
tion 111(d), the reference contained in this
subsection to the date of enactment of this
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the
date of enactment of that paragraph.”.

(C) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Section 112 of the Public
Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 2622) (as amended by subsection
(¢)(2)(C)(1)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(h) PRIOR STATE ACTIONS.—Subsections
(b) and (c) shall not apply to a standard es-
tablished under paragraph (21) of section
111(d) in the case of any electric utility in a
State if, before the date of enactment of this
subsection—

‘(1) the State has implemented for the
electric utility the standard (or a com-
parable standard);

‘“(2) the State regulatory authority for the
State has conducted a proceeding after De-
cember 31, 2016, to consider implementation
of the standard (or a comparable standard)
for the electric utility; or

‘“(3) the State legislature has voted on the
implementation of the standard (or a com-
parable standard) for the electric utility.”.

(ii) CROSS-REFERENCE.—Section 124 of the
Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of
1978 (16 U.S.C. 2634) (as amended by sub-
section (¢)(2)(C)(ii)) is amended by adding at
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the end the following: ‘‘In the case of each
standard established under paragraph (21) of
section 111(d), the reference contained in this
subsection to the date of enactment of this
Act shall be deemed to be a reference to the
date of enactment of that paragraph.”.

(e) UPDATING OUTPUT-BASED EMISSIONS
STANDARDS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency (re-
ferred to in this subsection as the ‘“‘Adminis-
trator’’) shall establish a program under
which the Administrator shall provide to
each State (as defined in section 302 of the
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7602)) that elects to
participate and that submits an application
under paragraph (2) a grant for use by the
State in accordance with paragraph (3).

(2) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this subsection, a State shall
submit to the Administrator an application
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Adminis-
trator may require.

(3) USE OF FUNDS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A State shall use a grant
provided under this subsection—

(i) to update any applicable State or local
air permitting regulations under the Clean
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.) to incorporate
environmental regulations relating to out-
put-based emissions standards in accordance
with relevant guidelines developed by the
Administrator under subparagraph (B); or

(ii) if the State has already updated all ap-
plicable State and local permitting regula-
tions to incorporate those output-based
emissions standards, to expedite the proc-
essing of relevant power generation permit
applications under the Public Utility Regu-
latory Policies Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2601 et
seq.).

(B) GUIDELINES.—As soon as practicable
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall publish guidelines for
updating State and local permitting regula-
tions under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401
et seq.) that—

(i) provide credit, in the calculation of the
emission rate of the facility, for any thermal
energy produced by combined heat and power
technology or waste heat to power tech-
nology; and

(ii) apply only to generation units that
produce 5 megawatts of electrical energy or
less.

(4) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant provided under this subsection shall
not exceed $100,000.

(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Administrator to carry out this subsection
$5,000,000.

SA 1386. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous
SEC. 24 . FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY

COMMISSION PERMITTING AND RE-
VIEW.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—

(1) the Federal Government plays a central
role in the review and approval of projects to
maintain and build the energy infrastructure
of the United States, including—

(A) interstate gas pipelines;

(B) projects that cross Federal land; and

(C) projects that impact wildlife, cultural
or historic resources, or waters of the United
States;
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(2) the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission—

(A) has jurisdiction under section 7 of the
Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717f) to regulate
interstate natural gas pipelines, including
siting of the interstate natural gas pipelines;
and

(B) is required under section 15 of the Nat-
ural Gas Act (156 U.S.C. 717n), as a lead agen-
cy, to coordinate with other Federal agen-
cies in the environmental review and proc-
essing of each Federal authorization relating
to natural gas infrastructure;

(3) a report of the Government Account-
ability Office entitled ‘‘Pipeline Permitting:
Interstate and Intrastate Natural Gas Per-
mitting Processes Include Multiple Steps,
and Time Frames Vary”’, and dated February
2013, reported that—

(A) public interest groups and State offi-
cials that were interviewed believed that
members of the public need more oppor-
tunity to comment on a proposed pipeline
project during the permitting process con-
ducted by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission; and

(B) officials from Federal and State agen-
cies and representatives from industry and
public interest groups reported several man-
agement practices that—

(i) could help overcome challenges;

(ii) are associated with an efficient permit-
ting process and obtaining public input; and

(iii) include—

(I) ensuring effective collaboration among
the numerous stakeholders involved in the
permitting process; and

(IT) increasing opportunities for public
comment; and

(4) robust engagement by the public and
stakeholders is essential for the credibility
of the siting, permitting, and review of Fed-
eral processes by the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that, in accordance with Exec-
utive Order 13604 (5 U.S.C. 601 note; relating
to improving performance of Federal permit-
ting and review of infrastructure projects),
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
should prioritize meaningful public engage-
ment and coordination with State and local
governments to ensure that the Federal per-
mitting and review processes of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission—

(1) remain transparent and consistent; and

(2) ensure the health, safety, and security
of the environment and each community af-
fected by the Federal permitting and review
processes.

SA 1387. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 26567, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
Subtitle D—Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission
SEC. 24 . OFFICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

AND CONSUMER ADVOCACY.

Section 319 of the Federal Power Act (16
U.S.C. 825g-1) is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 319. OFFICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

AND CONSUMER ADVOCACY.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘Ad-
visory Committee’ means the Public and
Consumer Advocacy Advisory Committee es-
tablished under subsection (f)(1).

‘(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means
the Director of the Office appointed under
subsection (c)(1).

‘(3) ENERGY CUSTOMER.—The term ‘energy
customer’ means a residential customer or a
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small commercial customer that receives
products or services from—

““(A) a public utility or natural gas com-
pany under the jurisdiction of the Commis-
sion; or

‘“(B) an electric cooperative.

“(4) NATURAL GAS COMPANY.—The term
‘natural gas company’ has the meaning given
the term ‘natural-gas company’ in section 2
of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717a), as
modified by section 601(a)(1)(C) of the Nat-
ural Gas Policy Act of 1978 (156 U.S.C.
3431(a)(1)(C)).

“(5) OFFICE.—The term ‘Office’ means the
Office of Public Participation and Consumer
Advocacy established by subsection (b).

‘“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Commission an office, to be
known as the ‘Office of Public Participation
and Consumer Advocacy’.

““(c) DIRECTOR.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Office shall be head-
ed by a Director, to be appointed by the Sec-
retary of Energy from among individuals
who—

““(A) are licensed attorneys admitted to the
bar of—

‘(i) any State; or

‘“(ii) the District of Columbia; and

‘(B) have experience relating to public
utility proceedings.

‘“(2) DuTiES.—The Director shall coordinate
assistance made available to—

‘“(A) the public, with respect to authorities
exercised by the Commission; and

‘“(B) individuals and entities intervening or
participating, or proposing to intervene or
participate, in proceedings before the Com-
mission.

¢“(3) COMPENSATION AND POWERS.—

‘“(A) COMPENSATION.—The Director shall be
compensated at a rate equal to the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United
States Code.

‘(B) POWERS.—The Director may—

‘(1) employ at the Office—

‘I) not more than 125 full-time profes-
sional employees at appropriate levels of the
General Schedule; and

‘“(IT) such additional support personnel as
the Director determines to be necessary; and

‘“(ii) procure for the Office such temporary
and intermittent services as the Director de-
termines to be necessary.

‘“(d) POWERS OF OFFICE.—The Office may—

‘(1) intervene, appear, and participate, in
accordance with this section, in administra-
tive, regulatory, or judicial proceedings on
behalf of energy customers with respect to
any matter concerning natural gas siting
and infrastructure development under the ju-
risdiction of the Commission or the rates,
charges, prices, tariffs, or service of public
utilities and natural gas companies under
the jurisdiction of the Commission by rep-
resenting the interests of the energy cus-
tomers—

‘“(A) on any matter before the Commission
concerning rates or service of such a public
utility or natural gas company; or

‘“(B) as amicus curiae in—

‘(i) a review in any United States court of
a ruling by the Commission in such a mat-
ter; or

‘“(ii) a hearing or proceeding in any other
Federal regulatory agency or commaission re-
lating to such a matter;

‘“(2) support public participation in the
siting and permitting of natural gas storage
and distribution infrastructure under the ju-
risdiction of the Commission;

‘(3) monitor and review energy customer
complaints and grievances on matters con-
cerning rates or service of public utilities
and natural gas companies under the juris-
diction of the Commission;
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‘“(4) employ means, such as public dissemi-
nation of information, consultative services,
and technical assistance, to ensure, to the
maximum extent practicable, that the inter-
ests of energy customers are adequately rep-
resented in the course of any hearing or pro-
ceeding described in paragraph (1);

‘“(6) collect data concerning rates or serv-
ice of public utilities and natural gas compa-
nies under the jurisdiction of the Commis-
sion;

‘(6) prepare and issue reports and rec-
ommendations; and

“(7T) take such other actions as the Direc-
tor determines to be necessary to ensure just
and reasonable rates for energy customers.

‘‘(e) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL DEPART-
MENTS AND AGENCIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director may secure
directly from a Federal department or agen-
cy such information as the Director con-
siders to be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

‘“(2) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—On re-
quest of the Director under paragraph (1),
the head of a Federal department or agency
shall, to the extent practicable and author-
ized by law, provide the information to the
Office.

“(f) PUBLIC AND CONSUMER ADVOCACY ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director shall
establish an advisory committee, to be
known as the ‘Public and Consumer Advo-
cacy Advisory Committee’—

“‘(A) to review rates, services, and disputes;
and

‘(B) to make recommendations to the Di-
rector.

‘“(2) COMPOSITION.—The
mittee shall—

““(A) be composed of such members as the
Director determines to be appropriate; but

‘(B) include not fewer than—

‘(1) 2 individuals representing State utility
consumer advocates; and

‘‘(ii) 1 individual representing a nongovern-
mental organization that represents con-
sumers.

‘(3) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Committee
shall meet at such frequency as is required
to carry out the duties of the Advisory Com-
mittee.

‘“(4) REPORTS.—The Director shall publish
the recommendations of the Advisory Com-
mittee on the public internet website estab-
lished for the Office.

“(b) DURATION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Advisory Com-
mittee shall continue in operation during
the period for which the Office exists.

‘‘(6) APPLICATION OF FACA.—Except as oth-
erwise specifically provided, the Advisory
Committee shall be subject to the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.).

‘“(g) REPORTS AND GUIDANCE.—As the Direc-
tor determines to be appropriate, the Office
shall issue to the Commission and entities
subject to regulation by the Commission re-
ports and guidance—

‘(1) regarding market practices;

‘“(2) proposing improvements in Commis-
sion monitoring of market practices; and

‘“(3) addressing potential improvements to
industry and Commission practices.

“‘(h) OUTREACH.—The Office shall promote,
through outreach, publications, and, as ap-
propriate, direct communication with enti-
ties regulated by the Commission—

‘(1) improved compliance with Commis-
sion rules and orders; and

‘“(2) public participation in the siting and
permitting of natural gas storage and dis-
tribution infrastructure under the jurisdic-
tion of the Commission.

‘(i) COMPENSATION TO ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS
FOR INTERVENTION OR PARTICIPATION.—

Advisory Com-
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‘(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—In
this subsection, the term ‘eligible recipient’
means an individual or entity—

‘‘(A) that intervenes or participates in any
proceeding before the Commission;

‘“(B) the intervention or participation of
which substantially contributed to the ap-
proval, in whole or in part, of a position ad-
vocated by the individual or entity in the
proceeding; and

¢“(C) that is—

‘(i) an individual;

‘‘(ii) an energy customer; or

‘“(iii) a representative of the interests of
energy customers.

‘‘(2) COMPENSATION.—Subject to paragraph
(3), the Commission, in accordance with reg-
ulations promulgated by the Commission,
may provide to any eligible recipient com-
pensation for reasonable attorney fees, ex-
pert witness fees, and other costs of inter-
vening or participating in the applicable pro-
ceeding before the Commission.

‘(3) REQUIREMENT.—The Commission may
only provide compensation under paragraph
(2) if the Commission determines that—

‘““(A) the applicable proceeding is signifi-
cant;

‘(B) the compensation is approved by the
Advisory Committee; and

“(C) the intervention or participation by
the eligible recipient in the proceeding with-
out receipt of compensation constitutes a
significant financial hardship to the eligible
recipient.

““(j) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion restricts or otherwise affects—

‘(1) any right or obligation of an inter-
venor, participant, State utility consumer
advocate, energy customer, or group of en-
ergy customers under any other applicable
provision of law (including regulations); or

‘“(2) the work of Commission trial staff in
representing the public interest and pursuing
appropriate resolutions in contested matters
before the Commission.

‘“(k) FUNDING.—Of the amounts received by
the Commission for fiscal year 2020 and each
fiscal year thereafter as a result of any fee
imposed by the Commission, the Commission
shall use such sums as are necessary to es-
tablish and provide for the operation of the
Office under this section.”.

SA 1388. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of part II of subtitle B of title
II, add the following:

SEC. 22 . IMPROVING ENERGY SYSTEM RESIL-
IENCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COMBINED HEAT AND POWER TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘combined heat and
power technology’ means a technology for
the generation of electric energy and heat in
a single, integrated system—

(A) that meets the efficiency criteria de-
scribed in clauses (ii) and (iii) of section
48(c)(3)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986; and

(B) under which heat that is convention-
ally rejected is—

(i) recovered; and

(ii) used to meet thermal energy require-
ments.

(2) DISTRIBUTED ENERGY RESOURCE.—The
term ‘‘distributed energy resource’’ means
any energy technology that is—

(A) located on a customer site;

(B) operating on the customer side of the
electric meter; and

(C) interconnected with the grid.
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(3) ENERGY STORAGE.—The term ‘‘energy
storage’ means any technology for the stor-
age of electric energy that is capable of dis-
charge on demand to meet customer or grid
needs for electric energy.

(4) ENERGY SYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘energy sys-
tem” means all components relating to the
production, conversion, delivery, or use of
energy.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘energy sys-
tem” includes any energy generation, trans-
mission, or distribution asset.

(5) GRID.—The term ‘‘grid’’ means the elec-
tric grid composed of—

(A) electric energy distribution and trans-
mission lines; and

(B) associated facilities, including—

(i) substations;

(ii) sensors; and

(iii) operational controls.

(6) RESILIENCE.—The term ‘‘resilience’’,
with respect to an energy system or a com-
ponent of an energy system, means the abil-
ity of the energy system or component—

(A) to adapt to changing conditions; and

(B) to withstand and recover rapidly from
a disruption, including a deliberate attack,
accident, or naturally occurring threat or in-
cident.

(b) REPORT ON ENERGY SYSTEM PERFORM-
ANCE UNDER EXTREME STORMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report describing
energy emergencies, resilience, and mitiga-
tion actions that could lessen the impact of
future energy system disruptions.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In preparing the report
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) take into consideration any lessons
learned from prior storms, including lessons
learned from—

(i) Superstorm Sandy; and

(ii) Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria;

(B) include a description of the anticipated
cost effectiveness and avoided cost to energy
ratepayers if a mitigation action described
in the report is implemented; and

(C) identify specific lessons learned with
regard to coordination among Federal,
State, and local entities with respect to en-
ergy emergency preparedness, mitigation,
and recovery across all energy sectors.

(c) REGIONAL ENERGY EMERGENCY PRE-
PAREDNESS EXERCISES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Title V of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 311 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 529. REGIONAL ENERGY EMERGENCY PRE-

PAREDNESS EXERCISES.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ENERGY SYSTEM.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘energy sys-
tem’ means all components relating to the
production, conversion, delivery, or use of
energy.

‘“(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘energy sys-
tem’ includes any energy generation, trans-
mission, or distribution asset.

‘“(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Energy.

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMANENT PRO-
GRAM.—In carrying out the duties of the Sec-
retary under Emergency Support Function
12 of the National Response Plan, the Sec-
retary shall establish a permanent program
within the Office of Electricity Delivery and
Energy Reliability under which the Sec-
retary shall conduct regional energy emer-
gency preparedness exercises to strengthen
the capability of participants to respond to,
and recover from, severe events affecting the
reliable operation of the energy system.

‘““(c) REQUIREMENTS.—An exercise con-
ducted under subsection (b) shall include
analyses of—
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‘(1) any potential hazards to energy sys-
tems and associated interdependent systems;

‘“(2) the outcome of any physical security,
cybersecurity, and energy emergency pre-
paredness and response activities conducted
under the exercise;

‘(3) options for mitigating the impacts of
energy system disruptions; and

‘“(4) the availability and delivery times of
material and equipment required to rebuild
after energy system disruptions.

‘‘(d) PARTICIPANTS.—Participants in an ex-
ercise conducted under subsection (b) shall
include—

‘(1) State energy officials;

‘“(2) State public utility commissioners;

‘“(3) State emergency management offi-
cials;

‘“(4) local emergency management officials;

‘“(5) utilities;

‘(6) petroleum and natural gas providers
and other fuel providers;

“(T) utility-scale renewable energy pro-
viders;

‘“(8) telecommunications providers;

““(9) first responders; and

‘(10) any other individuals determined to
be appropriate by the Secretary.

‘‘(e) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary is encouraged to co-
ordinate and consult with—

‘(1) the Secretary of Defense;

“(2) the Secretary of Homeland Security;

‘“(3) the Secretary of Transportation;

‘“(4) the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency;

‘“(5) the head of the Office of Energy Infra-
structure Security of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission; and

‘(6) the heads of such other Federal de-
partments and agencies as the Secretary de-
termines to have an interest in strength-
ening the reliable operation of the energy
system.

‘“(f) FUNDING.—The Secretary may request
such funding as the Secretary determines to
be necessary to carry out this section.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) Section 201(g)(4) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121(g)(4)) is amended
by inserting ‘‘, subject to section 529, after
“Energy and”.

(B) Section 303(1) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 183(1)) is amended, in the
matter preceding subparagraph (A), by strik-
ing ““The following’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject
to section 529, the following’’.

(C) Section 501(8) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 311(8)) is amended by
striking ‘‘section 502(a)(6)”’ and inserting
‘“‘section 504(a)(6)".

(D) Section 504(a)(3)(B) of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 314(a)(3)(B)) is
amended by striking *‘, the National Disaster
Medical System,”.

(d) ENERGY RESILIENCE PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a pilot program under which the
Secretary shall provide to States grants for
the development of—

(A) State plans to be used as models for de-
veloping a systematic and holistic approach
to energy system resilience; and

(B) all-hazards, all-fuels energy emergency
plans and mitigation actions.

(2) APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible to receive a
grant under this subsection, a State, acting
jointly with the State energy office and the
public utility or service commission of the
State (or a substantially similar entity) and
in consultation with State energy manage-
ment offices, utilities (including municipal
utilities), electric cooperatives, and private-
sector partners in the applicable State or re-
gion, shall submit to the Secretary an appli-
cation at such time, in such manner, and
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containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—An application submitted
under subparagraph (A) shall include a de-
scription of the manner in which the pro-
posed plan would, with respect to the area
proposed to be served by the plan—

(i) improve the resilience of the energy
system and natural gas and petroleum infra-
structure that services critical facilities, in-
cluding medical facilities, first responder
stations, water treatment plants, tele-
communications nodes, schools, and other
State and local government facilities used
for emergency shelter;

(ii) encourage a multi-State coordinated
effort to respond to disasters;

(iii) improve the deployment of—

(I) energy-efficient practices and tech-
nologies;

(IT) distributed energy resources;

(IIT) combined heat and power tech-
nologies; and

(IV) energy storage;

(iv) support the implementation of smart
grid technology, including—

(I) sensors;

(IT) advanced metering;

(III) automation;

(IV) equipment;

(V) control systems;

(VI) high-temperature, low-sag electric
transmission and subtransmission cable; and

(VII) other technologies that enable the
dynamic optimization of—

(aa) electric grid operations; and

(bb) energy system hardening;

(v) address technical and organizational
communications obstacles that may impair
getting energy systems back online after dis-
asters;

(vi) improve
cyberattacks on—

(I) the energy system;

(IT) natural gas systems; and

(IIT) petroleum product refining and dis-
tribution systems;

(vii) improve petroleum product emer-
gency response and contingency plans im-
pacting first responder and other mission-
critical transportation fleets; and

(viii) address and improve critical infra-
structure interdependencies, including with
respect to energy sources, water, tele-
communications, transportation, and food
system delivery.

(C) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall evalu-
ate an application for a grant submitted
under this subsection—

(i) on the basis of merit; and

(ii) using criteria identified by the Sec-
retary, including—

(I) whether there exists demonstrated sup-
port for the plan from utilities, electric co-
operatives, municipal utilities, and private-
sector partners in the applicable State or re-
gion;

(IT) whether transportation systems and
delivered fuels are adequately addressed;

(IIT) whether the plan would provide for
the dissemination of results obtained in car-
rying out the plan; and

(IV) the permanence of the infrastructure
to be put in place by the plan.

(3) REGIONAL DIVERSITY.—To0 the maximum
extent practicable, the Secretary shall en-
sure regional diversity among States that re-
ceive grants under this subsection, including
participation by—

(A) rural States; and

(B) small States.

(4) BEST PRACTICES.—In carrying out the
pilot program under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) identify and collect information re-
garding best practices for strengthening the
capability of States to improve the resilient,

protections against
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secure, and flexible operation of the energy
system; and

(B) develop a means to securely share with
States those best practices, as available.

(5) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date on which the pilot program is estab-
lished under paragraph (1), and biennially
thereafter for the duration of the program,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port that identifies any technical, policy, or
regulatory issues requiring legislative action
to improve the resilience of—

(A) the electric grid;

(B) renewable energy systems;

(C) natural gas systems; and

(D) petroleum refining and distribution
systems.

(6) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry
out the pilot program under this subsection
terminates on the date that is 5 years after
the date on which the Secretary establishes
the pilot program under paragraph (1).

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary such sums as are necessary to
carry out this subsection, subject to the con-
dition that not more than $20,000,000 may be
made available to carry out this subsection
for any 1 fiscal year.

(e) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—In
carrying out this section and the amend-
ments made by this section, the Secretary
shall—

(1) consult with—

(A) State public utility commissions;

(B) State energy offices;

(C) regional transmission organizations;

(D) electric and natural gas utilities;

(E) independent power producers;

(F) distributed energy providers;

(G) energy storage providers;

(H) transportation fuel providers;

(I) telecommunications providers;

(J) public interest organizations;

(K) any Department-sponsored entity in-
volved in a support or advisory activity
under Emergency Support Function 12 of the
National Response Plan; and

(L) other appropriate stakeholders, as de-
termined by the Secretary; and

(2) to the maximum extent practicable,
use—

(A) existing programs at the Department;
and

(B) resources available through the Na-
tional Laboratories.

SA 1389. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . FOREST INCENTIVES PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CARBON INCENTIVES CONTRACT; CON-
TRACT.—The term ‘‘carbon incentives con-
tract’” or ‘‘contract’” means a 15- to 30-year
contract that specifies—

(A) the eligible practices that will be un-
dertaken;

(B) the acreage of eligible land on which
the practices will be undertaken;

(C) the agreed rate of compensation per
acre;

(D) a schedule to verify that the terms of
the contract have been fulfilled; and

(E) such other terms as are determined
necessary by the Secretary.

(2) CONSERVATION EASEMENT AGREEMENT;
AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘conservation ease-
ment agreement’” or ‘‘agreement’” means a
permanent conservation easement that—
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(A) covers eligible land that will not be
converted for development;

(B) is enrolled under a carbon incentives
contract; and

(C) is consistent with the guidelines for—

(i) the Forest Legacy Program established
under section 7 of the Cooperative Forestry
Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2103c), sub-
ject to the condition that an eligible prac-
tice shall be considered to be a conservation
value for purposes of such consistency; or

(ii) any other program approved by the
Secretary for use under this section to pro-
vide consistency with Federal legal require-
ments for permanent conservation ease-
ments.

(3) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘‘eligible
land’” means forest land in the United States
that is privately owned at the time of initi-
ation of a carbon incentives contract or con-
servation easement agreement.

(4) ELIGIBLE PRACTICE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘eligible prac-
tice’”” means a forestry practice, including
improved forest management that produces
marketable forest products, that is deter-
mined by the Secretary to provide measur-
able increases in carbon sequestration and
storage beyond customary practices on com-
parable land.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘eligible prac-
tice” includes—

(i) afforestation on nonforested land, such
as marginal crop or pasture land,
windbreaks, shelterbelts, stream buffers, in-
cluding working land and urban forests and
parks, or other areas identified by the Sec-
retary;

(ii) reforestation on forest land impacted
by wildfire, pests, wind, or other stresses, in-
cluding working land and urban forests and
parks;

(iii) improved forest management, with ap-
propriate crediting for the carbon benefits of
harvested wood products, through practices
such as improving regeneration after har-
vest, planting in understocked forests, reduc-
ing competition from slow-growing species,
thinning to encourage growth, changing ro-
tations to increase carbon storage, improv-
ing harvest efficiency or wood use; and

(iv) such other practices as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

(5) FOREST INCENTIVES PROGRAM; PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘forest incentives pro-
gram’’ or ‘‘program’’ means the forest incen-
tives program established under subsection
(0)(1).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(b) SUPPLEMENTAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMIS-
SION REDUCTIONS IN UNITED STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a forest incentives program to achieve
supplemental greenhouse gas emission re-
ductions and carbon sequestration on private
forest land of the United States through—

(A) carbon incentives contracts; and

(B) conservation easement agreements.

(2) PRIORITY.—In selecting projects under
this subsection, the Secretary shall provide a
priority for contracts and agreements—

(A) that sequester the most carbon on a per
acre basis, with appropriate crediting for the
carbon benefits of harvested wood products;
and

(B) that create forestry jobs or protect
habitats and achieve significant other envi-
ronmental, economic, and social benefits.

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To participate in the pro-
gram, an owner of eligible land shall—

(i) enter into a carbon incentives contract;
and

(ii) fulfill such other requirements as the
Secretary determines to be necessary.

(B) CONTINUED ELIGIBLE PRACTICES.—AnN
owner of eligible land who has been carrying
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out eligible practices on the eligible land
shall not be barred from entering into a car-
bon incentives contract under this sub-
section to continue carrying out the eligible
practices on the eligible land.

(C) DURATION OF CONTRACT.—A contract
shall be for a term of not less than 15, nor
more than 30, years, as determined by the
owner of eligible land.

(D) COMPENSATION UNDER CONTRACT.—The
Secretary shall determine the rate of com-
pensation per acre under the contract so
that the longer the term of the contract, the
higher rate of compensation.

(E) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PROGRAMS.—AnN
owner or operator shall not be prohibited
from participating in the program due to
participation of the owner or operator in
other Federal or State conservation assist-
ance programs.

(4) COMPLIANCE.—In developing regulations
for carbon incentives contracts under this
subsection, the Secretary shall specify re-
quirements to address whether the owner of
eligible land has completed contract and
agreement requirements.

(c) INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide to owners of eligible land financial in-
centive payments for—

(A) eligible practices that measurably in-
crease carbon sequestration and storage over
a designated period on eligible land, with ap-
propriate crediting for the carbon benefits of
harvested wood products, as specified
through a carbon incentives contract; and

(B) subject to paragraph (2), conservation
easements on eligible land covered under a
conservation easement agreement.

(2) COMPENSATION.—The Secretary shall de-
termine the amount of compensation to be
provided under a contract under this sub-
section based on the emissions reductions
obtained or avoided and the duration of the
reductions, with due consideration to pre-
vailing carbon pricing as determined by any
relevant or State compliance offset pro-
grams.

(3) NO CONSERVATION EASEMENT AGREEMENT
REQUIRED.—Eligibility for financial incentive
payments under a carbon incentives contract
described in paragraph (1)(A) shall not re-
quire a conservation easement agreement.

(d) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall issue regulations that speci-
fy eligible practices and related compensa-
tion rates, standards, and guidelines as the
basis for entering into the program with
owners of eligible land.

(e) SET-ASIDE OF FUNDS FOR CERTAIN PUR-
POSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the
Secretary, a portion of program funds made
available under this program for a fiscal year
may be used—

(A) to develop forest carbon modeling and
methodologies that will improve the projec-
tion of carbon gains for any forest practices
made eligible under the program;

(B) to provide additional incentive pay-
ments for specified management activities
that increase the adaptive capacity of land
under a carbon incentives contract; and

(C) for the Forest Inventory and Analysis
Program of the Forest Service to develop im-
proved measurement and monitoring of for-
est carbon stocks.

(2) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—In establishing
the program, the Secretary shall provide
that funds provided under this section shall
not be substituted for, or otherwise used as a
basis for reducing, funding authorized or ap-
propriated under other programs to com-
pensate owners of eligible land for activities
that are not covered under the program.

(f) PROGRAM MEASUREMENT, MONITORING,
VERIFICATION, AND REPORTING.—
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(€))] MEASUREMENT, MONITORING, AND
VERIFICATION.—The Secretary shall establish
and implement protocols that provide moni-
toring and verification of compliance with
the terms of contracts and agreements.

(2) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—At least an-
nually, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a report that contains—

(A) an estimate of annual and cumulative
reductions achieved as a result of the pro-
gram, determined using standardized meas-
ures, including measures of economic effi-
ciency;

(B) a summary of any changes to the pro-
gram that will be made as a result of pro-
gram measurement, monitoring, and
verification;

(C) the total number of acres enrolled in
the program by method; and

(D) a State-by-State summary of the data.

(3) AVAILABILITY OF REPORT.—Each report
required by this subsection shall be available
to the public through the website of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

(4) PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS.—At least once
every 2 years the Secretary shall adjust eli-
gible practices and compensation rates for
future carbon incentives contracts based on
the results of monitoring under paragraph (1)
and reporting under paragraph (2), if deter-
mined necessary by the Secretary.

(6) ESTIMATING CARBON BENEFITS.—Any
modeling, methodology, or protocol resource
developed under this section—

(A) shall be suitable for estimating carbon
benefits associated with eligible practices for
the purpose of incentives under this section;
and

(B) may be used for netting by States or
emission sources under Federal programs re-
lating to carbon emissions.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as are nec-
essary.

SEC. . MATERIAL CHOICES IN BUILDINGS
FOR SUPPLEMENTAL GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSION REDUCTIONS IN
UNITED STATES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE BUILDING.—The term ‘‘eligible
building’® means a nonresidential building
used for commercial or State or local gov-
ernment purposes.

(2) ELIGIBLE PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘eligible
product” means a commercial or industrial
product, such as an intermediate, feedstock,
or end product (other than food or feed), that
is composed in whole or in part of biological
products, including renewable agricultural
and forestry materials used as structural
building material.

(3) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’ means
the greenhouse gas incentives program es-
tablished under this section.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(b) SUPPLEMENTAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMIS-
SION REDUCTIONS IN BUILDINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish a greenhouse gas incentives program to
achieve supplemental greenhouse gas emis-
sion reductions from material choices in
buildings, based on the lifecycle assessment
of the building materials.

(2) FINANCIAL INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—The
Secretary shall provide to owners of eligible
buildings incentive payments for the use of
eligible products in buildings for seques-
tering carbon based on a lifecycle assess-
ment of the structural assemblies, as com-
pared to a model building as a result of using
eligible products in substitution for more en-
ergy-intensive materials in—

(A) new construction; or

(B) building renovation.

(c) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—
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(1) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to par-
ticipate in the program, the owner of an eli-
gible building shall submit to the Secretary
an application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(2) COMPONENTS.—In establishing the pro-
gram, the Secretary shall require that pay-
ments for activities under the program shall
be—

(A) established at a rate not to exceed the
net estimated benefit an owner of an eligible
building would receive for similar practices
under any federally established carbon offset
program, taking into consideration the costs
associated with the issuance of credits and
compliance with reversal provisions;

(B) provided to owners of eligible buildings
demonstrating at least a 20-percent reduc-
tion in carbon emissions potential, based on
a lifecycle assessment of the structural as-
semblies, as compared to the structural as-
semblies of a model building, subject to the
requirements that—

(i) the Secretary shall identify a model
baseline nonresidential building—

(I) of common size and function; and

(IT) having a service life of not less than 60
years; and

(ii) applicants shall evaluate the carbon
emissions potential of the baseline building
and the proposed building using the same
lifecycle assessment software tool and data
sets, which shall be compliant with the docu-
ment numbered ISO 14044; and

(C) provided on certification by the owner
of an eligible building and verification by
the Secretary, after consultation with the
Secretary of Energy, that—

(i) the eligible building meets the require-
ments of the applicable State commercial
building energy efficiency code (as in effect
on the date of the applicable permit of the
eligible building); and

(ii) the State has made the certification re-
quired pursuant to section 304 of the Energy
Conservation and Production Act (42 U.S.C.
6833).

(3) INCENTIVE PAYMENTS.—A participant in
the program shall receive payment under the
program on completion of construction or
renovation of the applicable eligible build-
ing.

(d) REPORTS.—Not less frequently than
once each year, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report that contains—

(1) an estimate of annual and cumulative
reductions achieved as a result of the pro-
gram—

(A) determined by using lifecycle assess-
ment software that is compliant with the
document numbered ISO 14044; and

(B) expressed in terms of the total number
of cars removed from the road;

(2) a summary of any changes to the pro-
gram that will be made as a result of past
implementation of the program; and

(3) the total number of buildings under car-
bon incentives contracts as of the date of the
report.

(e) ANALYTICAL REQUIREMENTS.—For pur-
poses of this section—

(1) any carbon emissions potential calcula-
tion shall—

(A) be performed in accordance with stand-
ard lifecycle assessment practice; and

(B) include removal and sequestration of
carbon dioxide from the use of biobased prod-
ucts, as well as recycled content materials;

(2) a full lifecycle assessment shall be con-
ducted taking into consideration all lifecycle
stages, including—

(A) resource extraction and processing;

(B) product manufacturing;

(C) onsite construction of assemblies;

(D) transportation;
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(E) maintenance and replacement cycles
over an assumed eligible building service life
of 60 years; and

(F') demolition;

(3) structural assemblies shall be consid-
ered to include columns, beams, girders,
purlins, floor deck, roof, and structural enve-
lope elements;

(4) primary materials shall be considered
to include common products used as the
structural system, such as wood, steel, con-
crete, or masonry; and

(5) the effects of recycling, reuse, or energy
recovery beyond the boundaries of an appli-
cable study system shall not be taken in ac-
count.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

SA 1390. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 2657, to support in-
novation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title I, insert
the following:

SEC. 18 . RESEARCH AND DEPLOYMENT PLAN
FOR ENHANCED INTEGRATION OF
CLEAN DISTRIBUTED ENERGY WITH
THE GRID.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) research by the Secretary and the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency has found that clean distributed en-
ergy technologies can create important val-
ues for both the host facility and the electric
grid operator;

(2) the values described in paragraph (1)
can include, for the host facility—

(A) energy bill savings;

(B) additional revenue from offering ancil-
lary services to the electric grid operator;

(C) increased electric reliability in the
event of grid outages; and

(D) improved electric power quality;

(3) the values described in paragraph (1)
can include, for the electric grid operator—

(A) avoiding the need for transmission and
distribution upgrade investments;

(B) enhanced grid stability by providing re-
active power;

(C) voltage and frequency stabilization;
and

(D) more reliable and stable operation of
the grid by providing dispatchable energy to
the grid during periods of insufficient capac-
ity or supply; and

(4) new advances in intelligent sensing and
simulation and control technologies offer
the potential to enhance the benefits of
clean distributed generation to both the host
facility and the electric grid operator from
dynamic, adaptive, and anticipatory re-
sponse to changing grid conditions.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ANCILLARY SERVICE.—The term ‘‘ancil-
lary service’’ means those services necessary
to support the transmission of electric power
from seller to purchaser given the obliga-
tions of control areas and transmitting utili-
ties within those control areas to maintain
reliable operations of the interconnected
transmission system.

(2) CLEAN DISTRIBUTED ENERGY.—The term
‘“‘clean distributed energy’’ means energy
technologies that are located on or near the
customer site operating on the customer side
of the electric meter and are interconnected
with the electric grid, including—

(A) clean electric generation;

(B) customer electric efficiency measures;

(C) electric demand flexibility; and

(D) energy storage.
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(3) GRID.—The term ‘‘grid’” means the elec-
tric grid that is composed of both distribu-
tion and transmission lines, and associated
facilities, including substations, sensors, and
operational controls.

(4) INTELLIGENCE.—The term ‘‘intelligence’’
means any devices or technologies that
manifest adaptive, anticipatory, and dy-
namic optimization behavior.

(c) RESEARCH AND DEPLOYMENT PLAN FOR
ENHANCED INTEGRATION OF CLEAN DISTRIB-
UTED ENERGY WITH THE GRID.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry
out efforts for advancing the integration of
clean distributed energy into electric grids.

(2) STUDY AND REPORT ON THE STATUS OF
GRID INTEGRATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, after consultation with State
public utility commissions, State energy of-
fices, regional transmission organizations,
electric and natural gas utilities, inde-
pendent power producers, clean distributed
energy providers, public interest organiza-
tions, and other appropriate stakeholders,
shall conduct a study on the status of inte-
gration of clean distributed energy into the
grid, identifying any issues that require ad-
ditional research or regulatory development.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—In conducting the study
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall—

(i) identify and quantify the benefits to all
stakeholders of expanded integration of
clean distributed energy resources into the
grid;

(ii) identify any technical issues (including
cybersecurity concerns) that require re-
search to identify solutions; and

(iii) identify any regulatory barriers that
inhibit the expanded integration of clean dis-
tributed energy resources into the grid.

(C) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report de-
scribing the results of the study conducted
under subparagraph (A).

(D) BEST PRACTICES.—Based on the findings
of the report described in subparagraph (C),
the Secretary shall establish and distribute
to States best practices to encourage the in-
tegration of clean distributed energy into
the grid.

(E) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use un-
obligated funds of the Department to carry
out this paragraph.

(3) RESEARCH INTO THE TECHNICAL BARRIERS
TO THE INTEGRATION OF CLEAN DISTRIBUTED
ENERGY WITH THE GRID.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall—

(i) issue a solicitation for research pro-
posals to address the technical barriers iden-
tified in the report submitted under para-
graph (2)(C); and

(ii) make grants to those applicants with
research proposals selected by the Secretary
in accordance with subparagraph (B).

(B) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall select
research proposals to receive a grant under
this paragraph on the basis of merit, using
criteria identified by the Secretary, includ-
ing the likelihood that the research results
will address critical barriers identified by
the Secretary.

(C) FUNDING.—Beginning in the first full
fiscal year following the date of enactment
of this Act, and annually thereafter for 2
years, the Secretary may request funding as
necessary to carry out this paragraph, but in
no case shall funding exceed $5,000,000 in any
1 fiscal year.

(4) CREATION OF A STAKEHOLDER WORKING
GROUP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
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Secretary shall convene a working group (re-
ferred to in this paragraph as the ‘‘Group’’)
to address regulatory barriers to deployment
of intelligent grid integration of clean dis-
tributed energy technologies.

(B) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Group is
to provide guidance on how to address the
regulatory and economic factors that limit
widespread integration of grid-level clean
distributed energy use in order to advance
the integration of clean distributed energy
into electric grids.

(C) MEMBERSHIP.—The Group shall be com-
posed of—

(i) representatives from—

(I) State public utility commissions;

(IT) State energy offices;

(III) regional transmission organizations;

(IV) electric and natural gas utilities;

(V) independent power producers;

(VI) clean distributed energy providers;
and

(VII) public interest organizations; and

(ii) any other appropriate stakeholders de-
termined by the Secretary to have a mate-
rial interest in the development, implemen-
tation, siting, and integration of clean dis-
tributed energy technology or systems into
the electric grid.

(D) DUTIES.—The duties of the Group shall
be—

(i) to review the regulatory barriers identi-
fied in the report prepared by the Secretary
under paragraph (2)(C);

(ii) to identify any additional regulatory
barriers that inhibit the installation of dis-
tributed energy; and

(iii) to recommend to the Secretary ac-
tions that should be considered to remove
the barriers identified under clauses (i) and
(ii).

(E) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall prepare and submit to Congress
a report based on the recommendations of
the Group under subparagraph (D)(iii), to be
made publicly available.

(F) FUNDING.—The Secretary may request
funding as necessary to carry out this para-
graph, but in no case shall funding exceed
$2,000,000 in any 1 fiscal year.

(5) DEMONSTRATIONS OF INTELLIGENT GRID
INTEGRATION OF CLEAN DISTRIBUTED ENERGY
SYSTEMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Based on the findings in
the reports conducted under this subsection
and not later than 3 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
issue a solicitation for demonstration of in-
tegration of distributed energy resources
into the grid.

(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—Any individual en-
tity or group of entities may submit to the
Secretary proposals for demonstration
projects based on the solicitation described
in subparagraph (A), including—

(i) State and local agencies;

(ii) public institutions;

(iii) private companies;

(iv) electric and natural gas utilities; and

(v) equipment manufacturers.

(C) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
may make grants, in amounts not to exceed
a total of $5,000,000, to eligible entities to
carry out demonstration projects, to be se-
lected based on—

(i) the technical merits of the demonstra-
tion project;

(ii) the likelihood that the demonstration
project will address critical barriers identi-
fied by the Secretary under this subsection;
and

(iii) the share of non-Federal funds for the
demonstration project.

(D) FUNDING.—Beginning in the third full
fiscal year following the date of enactment
of this Act, and annually thereafter for 3
years, the Secretary may request funding as
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necessary to carry out this paragraph, but in
no case shall funding exceed $15,000,000 in
any 1 fiscal year.

(6) REPORT.—The Secretary annually shall
submit to Congress a report that—

(A) describes the progress made in carrying
out this subsection; and

(B) identifies any technical or regulatory
issues that require legislative action.

SA 1391. Mr. KING (for himself, Mr.
BURR, and Mr. CARPER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I, insert
the following:

SEC.1 . BATTERY AND CRITICAL MINERAL RE-
CYCLING.

(a) DEFINITION OF BATTERY.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘battery’” means a battery
that is—

(1) rechargeable; and

(2) electrochemical, including lithium ion
and other chemistries.

(b) GRANTS.—

(1) BATTERY RECYCLING RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, AND DEMONSTRATION GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
award multiyear grants to eligible entities
for research, development, and demonstra-
tion projects to create innovative and prac-
tical approaches to increase the reuse and re-
cycling of batteries, including by address-
ing—

(i) recycling processes;

(ii) the development of methods to pro-
mote the design and production of batteries
that take into full account and facilitate the
dismantling, reuse, recovery, and recycling
of battery components and materials;

(iii) strategies to increase consumer ac-
ceptance of, and participation in, the recy-
cling of batteries; and

(iv) the integration of increased quantities
of recycled critical minerals in batteries and
other products to develop markets for recy-
cled battery materials and critical minerals.

(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Secretary may
award a grant under subparagraph (A) to—

(i) an institution of higher education;

(ii) a National Laboratory;

(iii) a Federal research agency;

(iv) a State research agency;

(v) a nonprofit organization;

(vi) an industrial entity;

(vii) a manufacturing entity;

(viii) a private battery-collection entity;

(ix) a State or municipal government enti-
ty;

(x) a battery retailer; or

(xi) a consortium of 2 or more entities de-
scribed in clauses (i) through (x).

(C) APPLICATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—To0 be eligible to receive a
grant under subparagraph (A), an eligible en-
tity described in subparagraph (B) shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application at such
time, in such manner, and containing such
information as the Secretary may require.

(ii) CONTENTS.—An application submitted
under clause (i) shall describe how the
project will promote collaboration among—

(I) vehicle battery manufacturers;

(IT) other battery manufacturers;

(ITI) battery material and equipment man-
ufacturers;

(IV) battery recyclers, collectors, and re-
finers; and

(V) retailers.

(2) STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a program under which the Secretary
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shall award grants, on a competitive basis,
to States and units of local government to
assist in the establishment or enhancement
of State battery collection, recycling, and
reprocessing programs.

(B) NON-FEDERAL COST SHARE.—The non-
Federal share of the cost of a project carried
out using a grant under this paragraph shall
be 50 percent of the cost of the project.

(C) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report that describes the num-
ber of battery collection points established
or enhanced, an estimate of jobs created, and
the quantity of material collected as a result
of the grants awarded under subparagraph
(A).

(3) RETAILERS AS COLLECTION POINTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
award grants, on a competitive basis, to re-
tailers that sell batteries to establish and
implement a system for the acceptance and
collection of used batteries for reuse, recy-
cling, or proper disposal.

(B) COLLECTION SYSTEM.—The system de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall include
take-back of used batteries at no cost to the
consumer.

(¢) LITHIUM-ION BATTERY RECYCLING PRIZE
COMPETITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
tinue to carry out the existing Lithium-Ion
Battery Recycling Prize competition of the
Department established under section 24 of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719).

(2) ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR  PILOT
PROJECTS.—In addition to any other funds
made available to the Secretary to carry out
the competition described in paragraph (1),
there is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out Phase III of that com-
petition $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2021, to re-
main available until expended, which the
Secretary may use—

(A) to increase the number of winners of
Phase III of that competition;

(B) to increase the amount awarded to the
winners of Phase III of that competition; or

(C) to carry out any other activity that is
consistent with the goals of Phase III of that
competition, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(d) BEST PRACTICES FOR COLLECTION OF
BATTERIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency (referred
to in this subsection as the ‘‘Adminis-
trator’) shall develop best practices for the
collection of batteries that may be cost-ef-
fectively implemented by States and units of
local government.

2) COORDINATION.—The Administrator
shall develop best practices under paragraph
(1) in coordination with State and local lead-
ers and entities in relevant private sectors.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to Congress a re-
port describing the best practices developed
under this subsection.

(e) VOLUNTARY LABELING PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established with-
in the Department and the Environmental
Protection Agency a voluntary program to
promote battery recycling and identify col-
lection points in order to reduce battery
waste, improve collection, and reduce safety
concerns through—

(A) voluntary labeling of batteries; or

(B) other forms of communication about
the reuse and recycling of critical materials
from batteries.

(2) DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES.—Respon-
sibilities under the program established by
paragraph (1) shall be divided between the
Secretary and the Administrator of the En-
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vironmental Protection Agency (referred to
in this subsection as the ‘‘Administrator’’) in
accordance with the terms of applicable
agreements between the Secretary and the
Administrator.

(f) TASK FORCE ON
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
vene a task force to develop an extended bat-
tery producer responsibility framework
that—

(A) addresses battery recycling goals, cost
structures for mandatory recycling, report-
ing requirements, product design, collection
models, and transportation of collected ma-
terials;

(B) provides sufficient flexibility to allow
battery producers to determine cost-effec-
tive strategies for compliance with the
framework; and

(C) outlines regulatory pathways for effec-
tive recycling.

(2) TASK FORCE PARTICIPANTS.—The task
force convened under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude—

(A) battery producers, retailers, recyclers,
collectors, and refiners;

(B) States and municipalities; and

(C) other relevant stakeholders, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the Secretary convenes
the task force under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report
that—

(A) describes the extended producer respon-
sibility framework developed by the task
force;

(B) includes the recommendations of the
task force on how best to implement a man-
datory pay-in or other enforcement mecha-
nism to ensure battery producers and sellers
are contributing to the recycling of bat-
teries; and

(C) suggests regulatory pathways for effec-
tive recycling.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $30,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2021 through 2025.

SA 1392. Mr. KING (for himself and
Ms. ERNST) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2657, to support innovation in
advanced geothermal research and de-
velopment, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title II, add the
following:

SEC. 2307. WIND TECHNICIAN TRAINING GRANT
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XI of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16411 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 1107. WIND TECHNICIAN TRAINING GRANT

PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In
this section, the term ‘eligible entity’ means
a community college or technical school
that offers a wind training program.

““(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall
establish a program under which the Sec-
retary shall award grants, on a competitive
basis, to eligible entities to purchase large
pieces of wind component equipment (such
as nacelles, towers, and blades) for use in
training wind technician students.

‘‘(c) FUNDING.—Of the amounts made avail-
able to the Secretary for administrative ex-
penses to carry out other programs under the
authority of the Secretary, the Secretary
shall use to carry out this section $2,000,000
for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2026.’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Energy Policy Act of 2005

PRODUCER REQUIRE-
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(Public Law 109-58; 119 Stat. 601) is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 1106 the following:

‘“Sec. 1107. Wind technician training grant
program.’’.
SEC. 2308. VETERANS IN WIND ENERGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XI of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16411 et seq.) (as
amended by section 2307(a)) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 1108. VETERANS IN WIND ENERGY.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a program to prepare veterans for ca-
reers in the wind energy industry that shall
be modeled off of the Solar Ready Vets pilot
program formerly administered by the De-
partment of Energy and the Department of
Defense.

“(b) FUNDING.—Of the amounts made avail-
able to the Secretary for administrative ex-
penses to carry out other programs under the
authority of the Secretary, the Secretary
shall use to carry out this section $2,000,000
for each of fiscal years 2021 through 2026."".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Energy Policy Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-58; 119 Stat. 601) (as amended
by section 2307(b)) is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 1107 the
following:

‘““Sec. 1108. Veterans in wind energy.”’.
SEC. 2309. STUDY AND REPORT ON WIND TECHNI-
CIAN WORKFORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
vene a task force comprised of 1 or more rep-
resentatives of each of the stakeholders de-
scribed in subsection (b) that shall—

(1) conduct a study to assess the needs of
wind technicians in the workforce;

(2) create a comprehensive list that—

(A) lists each type of wind technician posi-
tion available in the United States; and

(B) describes the skill sets required for
each type of position listed under subpara-
graph (A); and

(3) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, make publicly avail-
able and submit to Congress a report that—

(A) describes the results of that study;

(B) includes the comprehensive list de-
scribed in paragraph (2); and

(C) provides recommendations—

(i) for creating a credentialing program
that may be administered by community
colleges, technical schools, and other train-
ing institutions; and

(ii) that reflect best practices for wind
technician training programs, as identified
by representatives of the wind industry.

(b) STAKEHOLDERS DESCRIBED.—The stake-
holders referred to in subsection (a) are—

(1) the Department of Defense;

(2) the Department of Education;

(3) the Department;

(4) the Department of Labor;

(5) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(6) technical schools and community col-
leges that have wind technician training pro-
grams; and

(7) the wind industry.

(c) FUNDING.—Of the amounts made avail-
able to the Secretary for administrative ex-
penses to carry out other programs under the
authority of the Secretary, the Secretary
shall use to carry out this section $500,000.

SA 1393. Ms. SINEMA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2657, to support inno-
vation in advanced geothermal re-
search and development, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:
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TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 4001. NONNATIVE PLANT SPECIES REMOVAL
GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’’ means a partnership between 2 or
more entities that—

(A) shall include—

(i) at least 1 flood control district; and

(ii) at least 1 city, county, township, town,
borough, parish, village, or other general
purpose political subdivision of a State or In-
dian tribe (as defined in section 4 of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)); and

(B) may include any other entity (such as
a nonprofit organization or institution of
higher education), as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(2) NONNATIVE PLANT SPECIES.—The term
‘“‘nonnative plant species’ means a plant spe-
cies that—

(A) is nonnative or alien to an ecosystem;
and

(B) if introduced to that ecosystem, will
cause, or is likely to cause, economic harm,
environmental harm, or harm to human
health.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a grant program to award grants,
on a competitive basis, to eligible entities—

(1) to remove nonnative plant species in ri-
parian areas that contribute to drought con-
ditions;

(2) to replace those nonnative plant species
with native plant species; and

(3) to maintain an