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Born on July 2, 1951 in Los Angeles, Cali-

fornia, Phil attended Venice High School and 
the University of California, Los Angeles. After 
graduating, Phil taught for 14 years in Culver 
City as an elementary school teacher and 
served as president of his teachers’ union for 
six years. 

Phil then decided on a bold mid-career 
pivot, attending law school at night and even-
tually becoming a lawyer. He also served as 
a Los Angeles County deputy District Attorney, 
where he had numerous successes in the 
courtroom. However, Phil told friends that he 
missed working in public education and re-
turned as an administrator, beginning his ten-
ure as the principal of Webster Elementary 
School in 1990. 

As principal, Phil introduced innovative 
projects and ideas to the benefit of Webster’s 
students, including Websterville, an annual re- 
creation of a colonial American village. Phil 
also led annual trips to Yosemite National 
Park and was key in establishing the school’s 
computer lab. Phil was known among Web-
ster’s teaching staff for encouraging individ-
uality and creativity in the classroom and con-
tributing to a warm and friendly environment 
for the students. 

Phil is survived by his wife, Charlee; chil-
dren Rachel and Daniel; and grandchildren, 
Heaven and Paris. May his compassion, lead-
ership, and devotion to those around him live 
on in the students he inspired and educators 
he helped nurture over his 37-year career. 
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HONORING TUSKEGEE AIRMEN 
DAY 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Alabama State Legis-
lature’s joint resolution which recognizes 
March 7 as Tuskegee Airmen Day. House 
Joint Resolution 120 will acknowledge the 
honor and valor of those Tuskegee Airmen 
who risked their lives in defense of our coun-
try, despite racism, prejudice and segregation. 

In 1941, a group of African American men 
in Tuskegee, Alabama, joined together to form 
an all-African American squadron of pilots 
known as the Tuskegee Airmen. This squad-
ron fought fiercely overseas on behalf of the 
United States of America during World War II, 
proving that patriotism and love of country 
conquers even the cruelest forms of bigotry. 
Segregation barred African Americans from 
enlisting alongside white Americans, and prior 
to the Tuskegee Airmen, the United States 
had never had an African American military 
pilot. 

After being rejected from enlisting during 
World War I, African Americans spent more 
than two decades advocating for the right to 
enlist and train as military aviators. With help 
from the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, labor union leader A. 
Philip Randolph and Judge William H. Hastie, 
these advocates were successful in passing 
Appropriations Bill Public Law 18 with an 
amendment by Senator Harry H. Schwartz of 
Wyoming, which designated funds for training 
African American pilots. The money was then 
invested in civilian flight schools willing to train 
African American pilots. 

In June of 1941, the 99th Pursuit Squadron 
at Tuskegee University was founded. The unit 
consisted of 47 officers and 429 enlisted men 
who began primary training at Moton Field be-
fore moving to the Tuskegee Air Field about 
ten miles to the west for conversion training. 
Tuskegee Air Field mirrored existing all-white 
air fields like Maxwell Air Field only forty miles 
away, providing African American pilots with 
the same rigorous training as white Ameri-
cans. 

Major Noel F. Parrish advocated for the 
Tuskegee Airmen to be allowed to enter into 
combat, petitioning Washington, D.C. on their 
behalf. Eventually, in 1943, the Tuskegee Air-
men were deemed eligible for combat and 
were sent to North Africa to join the 33rd 
Fighter Group under the command of Colonel 
William W. Momyer. Given little guidance from 
experienced combat pilots, the Tuskegee Air-
men flew toward Italy where they attacked the 
small and strategically located volcanic island 
of Pantelleria. The island eventually surren-
dered, and the Airmen flew on to Sicily, re-
ceiving a Distinguished Unit Citation. The men 
went on to fight with heart and valor through-
out World War II, proving to America and to 
the entire world that African Americans were 
just as capable as white Americans of serving 
their country. In many ways, these men dis-
played even more patriotism, as they actively 
fought to overcome barriers in order to serve 
and protect. 

The Tuskegee Airmen’s legacy is one that 
should make the state of Alabama truly proud. 
These men are part of Alabama’s remarkable 
legacy of advocating for civil rights, proving 
that the determination of African American 
Alabamians can charge the course of history, 
not only for our country but for the entire 
world. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of Alabama’s 
7th Congressional District, I ask you and my 
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to the 
exemplary service of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
and to the Alabama State Legislature for ac-
knowledging their service through the passage 
of House Joint Resolution 120. May we cele-
brate the resilience and sacrifice of the 
Tuskegee Airmen not only on March 7, but 
every day. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATIE PORTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to be present for suspension votes on 
Monday, March 2, 2020 due to the California 
primary election. Had I been present, I would 
have assented to H.R. 5931, H.R. 5003, H.R. 
5932, and H.R. 4351 passing by voice vote. 
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IN HONOR OF ANNISTON WINNING 
THE AHSAA CLASS 4A BASKET-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to recognize the Anniston girls basketball 

team for winning the Alabama High School 
Athletic Association (AHSAA) Class 4A bas-
ketball championship. 

The Bulldogs defeated Deschler 61 to 51 in 
the championship game on February 28th at 
Legacy Arena. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating the students and faculty of Annis-
ton High School, the coaches, the players and 
all the Bulldogs fans on this exciting achieve-
ment. Go Bulldogs. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD E. 
FOX, M.A., RECIPIENT OF AN-
CIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
MAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Reverend Richard E. Fox, 
M.A. as the recipient of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians Division 4 Paul ‘‘Hook’’ O’Malley 
Man of the Year award. He will be honored at 
the organization’s annual gathering on 
Wednesday, March 4, 2020. 

Reverend Fox, son of Richard and Ann C. 
Madden Fox, was born in Pottstown, Pennsyl-
vania and raised in South Wilkes-Barre. In 
June 1983, Reverend Fox graduated from E.L. 
Meyers High School and the Wilkes-Barre 
Area Vo-Tech School with a concentration in 
warehouse management. He was a member 
of the 100th graduating class of the University 
of Scranton, earning a degree in Christian Tra-
ditions in 1988. While at the University of 
Scranton, he also studied at St. Pius X Semi-
nary in Dalton. In 1992, Reverend Fox grad-
uated from Christ the King Seminary in Buf-
falo, New York with a master’s degree in pas-
toral ministry. 

On June 27, 1992, Reverend Fox was or-
dained as a priest at St. Peter’s Cathedral 
Church in Scranton. Following his ordination, 
he served as assistant pastor at churches 
across Northeastern Pennsylvania, including 
Epiphany Church in Sayre (1992 to 1995), Im-
maculate Conception Church in Scranton 
(1995 to 1998), and St. Jude’s Church in 
Mountain Top (1998 to 2000). He then served 
as pastor of Blossburg Area Catholic Commu-
nity in Tioga County (2000 to 2003), Holy Trin-
ity/Holy Child Church in Nanticoke (2003 to 
2005), Immaculate Conception Church in 
Scranton (2005 to 2007), Holy Family Church 
in Luzerne (2007 to 2009), St. Eulalia’s 
Church in Roaring Brook Township (2009 to 
2010), as well as other churches in Exeter and 
Old Forge in 2010 and 2011. 

After serving many communities across the 
region, Reverend Fox called Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in Lake Silkworth his home par-
ish from 2011 to 2016. Since 2016, he has 
been the pastor at St. Patrick’s Parish in 
Scranton. 

Reverend Fox has two siblings, Bridget Fox 
Ford, married to William Ford, and the late 
Christopher Fox. 

He is the proud uncle of his niece and 
nephew, Mitchell and Cameron Ford. 

It is an honor to recognize Reverend Rich-
ard E. Fox as the Ancient Order of the Hiber-
nians Division 4 Man of the Year and con-
gratulate him on his distinguished career in 
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service to the Catholic community of North-
eastern Pennsylvania. May he continue to find 
happiness and peace in his vocation. 

f 

FEBRUARY VETERAN OF THE 
MONTH 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor the First District of 
Oklahoma’s February Veteran of the Month, 
Megan Lowry. 

A Military Police Officer in the United States 
Marine Corps, Ms. Lowry honorably served 
our nation for three years. Following her mili-
tary career, Megan served in the Secret Serv-
ice during President George W. Bush’s last 
term in office helping to protect the First Fam-
ily from various threats. Due to her out-
standing work with the Secret Service, Ms. 
Lowry was awarded the Presidential Service 
Badge for honorable service to the President 
of the United States and the White House. 
Upon returning home from service, Megan 
Lowry has dedicated her life to serving other 
veterans. 

Megan serves her fellow veterans who may 
be suffering from the invisible wounds that re-
main from their time in combat. Lowry is a 
service dog trainer for Wounded Veterans of 
Oklahoma and also works with the 
Pups4Patriots program which works to provide 
service animals to veterans free of charge. 

Ms. Lowry is a recent alumna of the Univer-
sity of Tulsa where she was an active member 
of their Student Veterans Association, which 
seeks to help transition returning 
servicemembers into collegiate life. Megan is 
also an active member of the Delaware Tribe, 
helping to preserve her native heritage for fu-
ture generations. 

Megan Lowry lives a life of unmatched dedi-
cation, sacrifice, and service to our great na-
tion. She answered the call to defend free-
dom, and she sacrificed whatever was nec-
essary in the name of that noble cause. She 
continues to serve our country, community, 
and her fellow veterans at a high level on a 
daily basis. It is my honor to recognize Megan 
Lowry as the 1st Congressional District of 
Oklahoma’s February Veteran of the Month. 
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RECOGNIZING JASON SAMSAL OF 
SUNBURST 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jason Samsal of Sunburst for 
his innovation as a conservationist on his 
Montana family farm. 

Jason’s land, just north of Shelby, has been 
in his family for generations. When Jason was 
11 years old, his grandpa began teaching him 
the ways of the farmer and rancher. Jason 
has worked alongside his father for more than 
three decades. For him, it’s the independence 
and lifestyle that he loves so much. 

Jason has been an example for many Mon-
tana farmers and ranchers. Participating in 

United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) conservation programs, he goes 
above and beyond to ensure high-quality care 
for his crops and land. Jason is committed to 
using a diverse and intense cropping rotation 
that enhances the soil and protects it from 
erosion. 

His methods are working. Jason is known 
for his produce, including one-year turnips that 
have reached the size of dinner plates. As a 
result of his work, he was recognized as the 
Toole County Conservationist of the Year in 
2019. 

Along with crop rotation, Jason makes con-
structing habitat a top priority on his farm. 
After noticing bees were struggling to pollinate 
his large farm in 2010, he found a solution. 
For every quarter mile, Jason created habitat 
with plants and flowers that pollinate year- 
round, giving the bees an area to rest. Be-
cause of measures like these, his bees and 
crops are thriving. 

Jason is also committed to responsible wild-
life practices. His farm is open for hunters as 
part of the state’s block management program. 
He’s constructed three wildlife corridors for 
animals to roam freely. He’s also rebuilt all his 
fences with gates so antelope and deer can 
travel safely throughout his property. Madam 
Speaker, for his innovative approach to sus-
tainable farming and his commitment to con-
serving Montana’s land and creating healthy, 
practical wildlife habitat, I recognize Jason 
Samsal for his Spirit of Montana. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN W. ROSE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Mr. JOHN W. ROSE of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, on the night of March 2nd into the 
early morning of March 3rd, several tornadoes 
struck Middle Tennessee, inflicting severe 
damage and taking numerous lives. Most of 
the devastation occurred in my congressional 
district, the Sixth District of Tennessee, includ-
ing my hometown, Cookeville, TN. 

After careful consideration, my family and I 
returned home to Cookeville, TN, on March 
3rd so that we could meet with local officials 
and first responders to assess the damage for 
ourselves and lend a helping hand to our 
friends and neighbors wherever it might be 
needed. Because of our decision to return 
home, I was absent for votes today. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 83. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

I missed Roll Call vote number 84. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

I missed Roll Call vote number 85. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

I missed Roll Call vote number 86. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 

to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 5, 2020 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MARCH 10 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Matthew P. Donovan, of Vir-
ginia, to be Under Secretary for Per-
sonnel and Readiness, and William Jor-
dan Gillis, of Georgia, and Victor G. 
Mercado, of California, both to be an 
Assistant Secretary, all of the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Financial Services and 

General Government 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2021 for the Federal Commu-
nications Commission. 

SD–562 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the Con-

sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 
semi-annual report to Congress 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2021 for the Department of the 
Interior. 

SD–366 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition 

Policy and Consumer Rights 
To hold hearings to examine competition 

in digital technology markets, focusing 
on self-preferencing by digital plat-
forms. 

SD–226 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Rules and Administration 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of James E. Trainor III, of Texas, 
to be a Member of the Federal Election 
Commission. 

SR–301 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Oper-

ations, and Related Programs 
To hold hearings to examine fragility in 

the Sahel. 
SD–138 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property 

To hold hearings to examine copyright 
law in foreign jurisdictions, focusing 
on how other countries are handling 
digital piracy. 

SD–226 
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