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LIARS CANNOT BE TOLERATED 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I am a 
scientist, and if a scientist stands up 
and says something that they know is 
not true, it is a career-ending action. 
The reason for this is that science al-
ways operates at the edge of what is 
known, so we cannot tolerate liars. 

The world is now facing scientific un-
certainty in the spread and the sever-
ity of the coronavirus. And when the 
leadership of China confronted the re-
ality of the pandemic, they chose to 
suppress scientific truth and lie to 
their people. That cost China and the 
world the opportunity to slow down 
and perhaps contain this outbreak. 

In the U.S., we were recently exposed 
to the spectacle of our country’s leader 
making self-serving pronouncements 
about the coronavirus outbreak that 
had no basis in scientific fact and that 
were immediately contradicted by his 
scientific experts. 

As our Nation faces the serious 
threat of coronavirus, the American 
people deserve to know that they can 
trust the information coming from 
their government, and that the public 
officials that they elected are putting 
science ahead of politics or deranged 
conspiracy theories. 

Unfortunately, after 3 years of con-
sistently undermining scientific re-
search and scientific fact, this adminis-
tration is dangerously deficient in 
credibility, and that is directly putting 
the health and well-being of millions of 
Americans at risk with an opaque and 
chaotic response to this outbreak. 

Just a few weeks ago, the Trump ad-
ministration presented a budget that 
would slash almost $700 million from 
the Centers for Disease Control, cut-
ting a vital resource that is at the 
front lines of this public health emer-
gency. 

This administration has left critical 
positions vacant at Homeland Security 
and the National Security Council, in-
cluding positions responsible for man-
aging pandemics. 

Americans need their elected leaders 
to spend less time tweeting and more 
time making sure that government re-
sources are coordinated and fully fund-
ed and ready to combat this outbreak. 

Soon, the House will move forward to 
provide emergency funding that 
matches the scale and the threat of the 
coronavirus. We must make sure that 
the President and the administration 
uses these funds for what they are in-
tended, a comprehensive and aggressive 
response to managing the coronavirus 
outbreak and making sure that any fu-
ture vaccines or treatments are afford-
able and available to all who need 
them. 

We also must hold the President and 
his administration accountable for the 
information they share with the Amer-
ican people. Three years of keeping 
science and facts at arm’s length have 
rightly made people suspicious of what 

comes out of the White House. And 
now, as Americans worry for the health 
of themselves and their loved ones, 
they unfortunately must also worry 
about whether the information coming 
from the people that they expect to 
manage this crisis will be distorted for 
the President’s political purposes. 

When a leader lies to the public 
about important scientific facts, it is 
not acceptable. It is not cute. It is not 
just Trump being Trump. It is a dan-
gerous act that puts our public health 
and our democracy at risk. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JACKSONVILLE 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the many na-
tional cemeteries in Florida, especially 
the Jacksonville National Cemetery, 
which is in my district. 

These hallowed grounds are sacred to 
the families of those who have served 
our country honorably, many of whom 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for our free-
dom. 

Recently, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs ranked the top national 
cemeteries in the country, and I am 
proud to report that the Jacksonville 
National Cemetery of the Southeast 
District has earned the highest award, 
which was accepted by Al Richburg, 
the director of the Jacksonville Na-
tional Cemetery. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Al and his won-
derful team for all the work they do to 
preserve the final resting places of our 
Nation’s military and creating a beau-
tiful, peaceful, and memorable place 
for loved ones to visit. 

CONGRATULATING WEST NASSAU HIGH SCHOOL 
CHEERLEADING TEAM 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the West 
Nassau High School Cheerleading 
Team, who recently won the State, Na-
tional, and World Championships in Or-
lando. 

With nine State titles, the Warriors 
are tied for the second most champion-
ships in the State of Florida. In fact, 
this is the second year in a row that 
they have claimed the State, National, 
and World titles, and they are the first 
high school in Florida to do so. 

The team is spearheaded by Coach 
Samantha Beazley, who has led West 
Nassau to now five State champion-
ships, three National championships, 
and two World championships. 

On behalf of Florida’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I want to congratu-
late the West Nassau Warriors on a 
cheerleading dynasty. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 11 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Pastor Ethan Magness, First Chris-
tian Church, Johnson City, Tennessee, 
offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we come to You in 
need of Your sovereign love, for Your 
power exceeds all human power, Your 
authority exceeds all human authority, 
and Your government will stand when 
all human governments have passed 
into history. 

We come to You in confession of our 
weakness and sin, for we have sought 
too often our own power. We have 
fought too selfishly for our own glory. 
We have clung too tightly to our de-
sires and our factions and our plans. 

We come to You seeking the strength 
to repent. Turn us to Your wisdom in-
stead of our own. Turn us to honesty 
instead of falsehood. Turn us to humil-
ity and service instead of pride and 
self-seeking. 

We come to You for a blessing. Like 
Jacob, we cling to You and will not let 
go until You have blessed us, for You 
are good and gracious and loving, and 
in You, we put our trust. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID P. ROE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR ETHAN 
MAGNESS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
DAVID P. ROE) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Ethan Magness, who delivered to-
day’s opening prayer. 

Ethan is the senior pastor at First 
Christian Church in my hometown of 
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