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Now, SCHUMER told abortion rights
advocates who were outside the Court
these very things:

I [will] tell you, Gorsuch. I [will] tell you,
Kavanaugh. You have released a whirlwind,
and you will pay the price.

He goes on to say:

You won’t know what hit you. . . .

You, members of the Supreme Court.
He, the minority leader of the U.S.
Senate, saying:

You won’t know what hit you if you go for-
ward with these awful decisions.

I believe these statements are out-
rageous; they are uncalled for; they are
out of bounds; and on their face, they
appear to invite violence against mem-
bers of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Let me just read to you what the
Chief Justice said today in his release.
Chief Justice Roberts responded:

This morning, Sen. Schumer spoke at a
rally in front of the Supreme Court while a
case was being argued inside.

He goes on to say:

Sen. Schumer referred to two Members of
the Court by name and said he wanted to tell
them that ‘‘you have released the whirlwind!
And you will pay the price! You won’t know
what hit you if you go forward with these
awful decisions.”

The Chief Justice continued:

Justices know that criticism comes with
the territory, but threatening statements of
this sort from the highest levels of govern-
ment are not only inappropriate, they are
dangerous.

He concludes by saying:

All Members of the Court will continue to
do their job, without fear or favor, from
whatever quarter.

That is the statement of the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court referring
to the actions by the minority leader,
the Senator from New York, CHUCK
SCHUMER.

We cannot tolerate political violence
or threats of harassment. We as a body,
as a community, as a country should
be looking to elevate our debates rath-
er than lower them, which is what, in
my opinion, the minority leader did
today.

I hope the minority leader will think
twice about comments like these in the
future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BRAUN). The majority leader.

(Mr.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
consideration of Executive Calendar
Nos. 572 and 586; that the nominations
be confirmed; that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action; and the Senate then resume
legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:
IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:
To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Thomas A. Bussiere
IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:
To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Jacqueline D. Van Ovost
[NEW REPORTS]

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DIGNITY IN AGING ACT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, last
night we passed by unanimous consent
legislation to revise and extend for 5
more years the key programs that Con-
gress established under the Older
Americans Act of 1965. I cosponsored
the final version of this measure, which
passed our Chamber as a Senate
amendment to the Dignity in Aging
Act, H.R. 4334.

I want to take this opportunity to ex-
press my appreciation to Senator COL-
LINS for leading the bicameral negotia-
tions that made this bipartisan com-
promise possible. I expect that the
other Chamber will soon accept the
changes we made to their version of
this legislation, so that Congress can
send the final version to the Presi-
dent’s desk in fairly short order.

For over five decades, the Older
Americans Act has made resources
available to the Aging Network and
States for services to the elderly and
disabled. An example is the nutrition
services program authorized under title
III, which makes resources available
for home-delivered meals, enabling the
homebound to remain independent.
This statute also helps older Ameri-
cans live independently by supporting
community-based services, making in-
formation about care options available
to family caregivers, and supporting
the Long-Term Care Ombudsman Pro-
gram.

As I continue my 99 county meetings
across the State of Iowa each year, I
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welcome the feedback and ideas I get
from local residents to help make our
communities safer and stronger for
older Americans. I also want to take
this opportunity to commend the mem-
bers of the Elder Justice Coalition, as
well as groups such as the Iowa Asso-
ciation of Area Agencies on Aging, for
their efforts in this area. These organi-
zations and their members deserve rec-
ognition for their continued work on
behalf of the Nation’s older Americans
and their contributions to this year’s
Older Americans Act extension.

In a decade, all of our Nation’s baby
boomers will have reached the age of 65
or older, and this demographic shift
creates new challenges for our commu-
nities. With this in mind, I am cur-
rently working with my colleagues on
other bipartisan initiatives to improve
the quality of life for older Iowans, in-
cluding legislation that would extend
the Elder Justice Act. As the former
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, I wrote the Elder Abuse Pre-
vention and Prosecution Act to curb
elder abuse and beef up tools and re-
sources within local communities to
help prevent financial fraud and exploi-
tation of older citizens. For those
Iowans who enjoy working and need to
continue working to pay the bills, I
have also championed legislation to
strengthen age-related workplace dis-
crimination laws.

Mr. President, as noted by the former
head of the Iowa Association of Area
Agencies on Aging, ‘““The Older Ameri-
cans Act provides the foundation that
allows Iowa to continue to be a great
place to for Iowans to call home.” I
want to again thank my colleagues for
working with me in a bipartisan way
on this legislation to improve the lives
of older Americans in Iowa and across
the United States.

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
20-09 concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Poland for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $100 million. After this
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 20-09

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Poland.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $75 million.

Other $25 million.

Total $100 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

One hundred eighty (180) Javelin Missiles.

Seventy-nine (79) Javelin Command
Launch Units (CLU).

Non-MDE: Also included are Basic Skill
Trainers (BST), Missile Simulation Rounds
(MSR), Battery Coolant Units (BCU), tool
kits, modified 2-level maintenance parts,
training, U.S. Government and contractor
technical assistance, transportation and
other related elements of logistics support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (PL-B-
UDN).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 4, 2020.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Poland—Javelin Missile and Command
Launch Unit

The Government of Poland has requested
to buy one hundred eighty (180) Javelin mis-
siles and seventy-nine (79) Javelin Command
Launch Units (CLUs). Also included are
Basic Skill Trainers (BST), Missile Simula-
tion Rounds (MSR), Battery Coolant Units
(BCU), tool kits, modified 2-level mainte-
nance parts, training, U.S. Government and
contractor technical assistance, transpor-
tation and other related elements of logistics
support. The total estimated program cost is
$100 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by improving the security of a NATO
ally and partner nation which is an impor-
tant force for peace, political stability, and
economic progress in Eastern Europe.

This proposed sale of the Javelin system
will help Poland build its long-term defense
capacity to defend its sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity in order to meet its national
defense requirements. Poland will have no
difficulty absorbing this system into its
armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.
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The prime contractors will be Raytheon/
Lockheed Martin Javelin Joint Venture, Or-
lando, Florida and Tucson, Arizona. There
are no known offset agreements proposed in
connection with this potential sale. How-
ever, the purchaser typically requests off-
sets. Any offset agreement will be defined in
negotiations between the purchaser and the
contractor(s).

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of U.S. Govern-
ment or contractor representatives to Po-
land.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 20-09

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Javelin Weapon System is a me-
dium-range, man-portable, shoulder-
launched, fire-and-forget, anti-tank system
for infantry, scouts, and combat engineers.
It may also be mounted on a variety of plat-
forms including vehicles, aircraft, and
watercraft. The system weighs 49.5 pounds
and has a maximum range in excess of 2,500
meters. The system is highly lethal against
tanks and other systems with conventional
and reactive armors. The system possesses a
secondary capability against bunkers.

2. The Javelin Weapon System is com-
prised of two major tactical components,
which are a reusable Command Launch Unit
(CLU) and a round contained in a disposable
launch tube assembly. The CLU incorporates
an integrated day-night sight that provides a
target engagement capability in adverse
weather and countermeasure environments.
The CLU may also be used in a stand-alone
mode for battlefield surveillance and target
detection. The CLU’s thermal sight is a For-
ward Looking Infrared (FLIR) sensor.

3. The Javelin’s key technical feature is
the use of fire-and-forget technology which
allows the gunner to fire and immediately
relocate or take cover. The missile is auton-
omously guided to the target which allows
the gunner the ability to reload and engage
another target after firing a missile. The
missile has a tandem warhead that is effec-
tive against armor threats.

4. The Javelin Missile System hardware
and the documentation are UNCLASSIFIED.
The missile software which resides in the
CLU is CLASSIFIED.

5. If a technologically advanced adversary
obtains knowledge of the specific hardware
and software elements, the information
could be used to develop countermeasures or
equivalent systems that might reduce weap-
on system effectiveness or be used in the de-
velopment of a system with similar or ad-
vanced capabilities.

6. A determination has been made that Po-
land can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary to fur-
ther the U.S. foreign policy and national se-
curity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification.

7. All defense articles and services listed on
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the Government of Poland.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
AREA AGENCIES OF AGING,
January 31, 2020.
DEAR CHAIRMEN ALEXANDER AND COLLINS,
RANKING MEMBERS MURRAY AND CASEY,
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CHAIRMAN SCOTT AND RANKING MEMBER FOXX:
On behalf of the National Association of
Area Agencies on Aging (n4a), which rep-
resents the country’s 622 Area Agencies on
Aging (AAAs) and is an advocacy voice for
the more than 250 OAA Title VI Native
American aging programs, we write today in
strong support of the recently introduced bi-
partisan, bicameral legislation to update and
reauthorize the Older Americans Act (OAA)
through 2024.

The Supporting Older Americans Act of
2020, an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute to H.R. 4334, co-sponsored by Sen-
ators Collins and Casey, represents the dili-
gent work of all of your Committee Members
and staff to secure broad and bipartisan sup-
port to responsibly update a landmark Act
that supports millions of older adults and
caregivers in communities across the nation.

As you well know, the OAA is the corner-
stone of the nation’s non-Medicaid home and
community-based services (HCBS) system,
providing older adults with much-needed
supports, including in-home care, congregate
and home-delivered meals, adult day care,
information and referral assistance, case
management, transportation, legal services
and caregiver support/respite.

n4a appreciates your recognition of what is
already working in the Act, including its
unique delivery structure and intentional
emphasis on local flexibility.

We especially commend the bicameral and
bipartisan work to include the following pro-
visions in the amendment to H.R. 4334, as
they are among the most important provi-
sions in the bill and reflect many of n4a’s
policy recommendations, which we shared
with Congress in March 2019.

We very much appreciate the annual in-
creases in the authorized funding levels. A
lack of adequate funding is the number one
barrier our members face in meeting the
needs of older adults and caregivers, and
with the rapidly increasing numbers of older
adults in every community, the bill’s rec-
ommendations to increase core programs by
seven percent in year one and six percent in
subsequent years is an excellent starting
point for appropriators to heed. Addition-
ally, we are pleased that the bill the returns
to a five-year authorization period, which
provides greater stability and allows the
Aging Network to focus on achieving the
Act’s goals, rather than divert time to advo-
cacy to renew a law that works so well.

Part of any reauthorization is ensuring
that the law remains clear in its direction,
even as other systems or laws change over
time. Section 118 is an excellent example of
this, whereby the bill makes clear that Area
Agencies on Aging can engage in emerging
opportunities to serve greater numbers of
older adults through non-OAA funding
streams. Examples include contracts with
health care payers to provide meals or trans-
portation to clients; establishing private-pay
programs to enable AAAs to provide services
to those who can afford to purchase OAA-
like services when OAA resources are limited
or unavailable; or similar mechanisms that
serve the goals of the Act while operating
outside of it. The bill also makes clear the
role of the Assistant Secretary on Aging to
continue encouraging and training the Aging
Network on these matters of business acu-
men, innovation and changing models of
health care and social services.

We also commend the Title VI Native
American aging program provisions. By al-
lowing the Administration on Aging to cre-
ate demonstrations around a broader array
of Supportive Services than most Title VI
aging programs can currently provide and in-
cludes increased funding to do so—the bill
will help tribes build capacity and better
meet the needs of the elders they serve.
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By including a robust new research and
demonstration authority for the Administra-
tion on Aging (AoA) in Title IV, we appre-
ciate your work to create a research and
evaluation center in Sec. 127 focused on pro-
moting and coordinating research and eval-
uation activities to enhance performance,
develop new models and produce data-driven
assessments of the value of the OAA pro-
grams. While we are disappointed that these
activities lack a specific funding authoriza-
tion, we are pleased that lawmakers ac-
knowledge the importance of these activities
and the need to create a dedicated entity fo-
cused on them.

While a smaller measure, eliminating a 10
percent cap on serving grandparents and
other older relative caregivers under the
Act’s Title III E National Family Caregiver
Support Program is also important to n4a
members. Eliminating this arbitrary cap re-
flects the growing realities of the opioid epi-
demic and the need for sufficient state and
local flexibility to serve these older care-
givers who face uniquely challenging
caregiving burdens.

The research base revealing the negative
health outcomes from social isolation and
loneliness continues to grow and increas-
ingly documents the risks to the health and
well-being of older adults. n4a appreciates
the bill’s thoughtful addition of language in
multiple places in the Act to recognize the
challenge we face, as well as the fact that
many core OAA programs already address so-
cial isolation and promote social engage-
ment.

nda requested a minor change to ensure

that Area Agencies on Aging have access to
a state’s cost-sharing policy or guidance.

Section 212 of the bill also accomplishes this.
We will not detail the many other provi-

sions in the bill—most of which we support
or take no position on—but will again reit-
erate our thanks that this final product re-
flects our members’ concerns and realities.
Congress was diligent in soliciting and con-
sidering the recommendations of a broad
array of constituencies and organizations
during this reauthorization process.

Thank you for your leadership in crafting
an OAA update that ensures that the Act’s
innovative, efficient programs enabling older
Americans to live at home and in their com-
munities for as long as possible continues to
be a lifeline in communities across the coun-
try.

%Ve urge the Senate and House to act swift-
ly to approve the Supporting Older Ameri-
cans Act of 2020, H.R. 4334, and send it to
President Trump for his signature. The sta-
bility that a finalized and current OAA reau-
thorization provides is critical to ensuring
that the millions of older adults and care-
givers served by the OAA can continue to
live with dignity and independence in their
homes and communities for as long as pos-
sible. Should you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me or nd4a’s policy staff
at 202.872.0888.

Sincerely,
SANDY MARKWOOD,
Chief Executive Officer.
MEALS ON WHEELS AMERICA,

January 30, 2019.
DEAR CHAIRMEN ALEXANDER AND COLLINS

AND RANKING MEMBERS MURRAY AND CASEY:
On behalf of Meals on Wheels America, the
nationwide network of community-based
senior nutrition programs and the individ-
uals they serve, we write to endorse the
“Supporting Older Americans Act of 2020.”
This legislation would amend H.R. 4334, the
Dignity in Aging Act that passed by voice
vote in the House last fall, and reauthorize
the Older Americans Act (OAA) for five
years. We commend you for your leadership
and hard work to reach this bipartisan, bi-
cameral agreement and urge unanimous pas-
sage as soon as possible.
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Since 1965, the OAA has been the primary
piece of federal legislation focused on estab-
lishing, coordinating and strengthening
home- and community-based social and nu-
trition services for adults 60 and older and
their families. OAA services like Meals on
Wheels, transportation, caregiver assistance,
senior employment and training and elder
rights protection are just some of the vital
functions the OAA provides to more than 11
million seniors annually.

As you and many of your colleagues know
firsthand, OAA services and supports—in-
cluding the three nutrition programs author-
ized under Title III of the Act—help keep our
nation’s most vulnerable, isolated and food
insecure seniors healthier and in their own
homes and communities longer. This, in
turn, delays and/or prevents altogether the
need for more expensive institutional care
often paid for through Medicare or Medicaid.
OAA programs are not only extremely cost-
effective, but they are also longstanding ex-
amples of public-private partnerships that
save taxpayer dollars at the local, state and
federal levels in terms of reduced healthcare
expenditures.

We strongly support the authorized appro-
priations increases contained in this legisla-
tion. With nearly half of our Meals on
Wheels programs having a documented wait-
ing list for nutrition services, the 6% in-
crease in authorization of funding levels
through Fiscal Year 2024 for OAA programs
will significantly improve the senior nutri-
tion network’s ability to close these service

gaps.

We further appreciate recognition of the
significant impact of OAA nutrition services
and supports and the steps taken to
strengthen them through provisions in this
final compromise reauthorization bill. Provi-
sions that advance research and data, includ-
ing capturing the unmet need and scope of
waiting lists for congregate and home-deliv-
ered meals, and increase focus on culturally
appropriate and medically-tailored meals,
malnutrition, and the negative health con-
sequences of social isolation are key prior-
ities of our organization, among many oth-
ers.

Accordingly, we urge the Senate to swiftly
pass the ‘“‘Supporting Older Americans Act of
2020 to help better meet the inherent
changes in our country’s aging population
and serve more of those in need. Meals on
Wheels America and the nationwide network
of senior nutrition programs have appre-
ciated contributing feedback and policy rec-
ommendations throughout this reauthoriza-
tion process and look forward to continuing
to work with you to build upon the ongoing
successes of the OAA.

Thank you again for your leadership, pub-
lic service and support for our nation’s older
adults.

Sincerely,
ELLIE HOLLANDER,
President and CEO.
AARP,
February 4, 2020.

DEAR CHAIRMEN ALEXANDER AND SCOTT AND
RANKING MEMBERS MURRAY AND FOXX: On be-
half of our nearly 38 million members and all
older Americans nationwide, I am writing to
express AARP’s support for the Supporting
Older Americans Act of 2020, a bipartisan
amendment in the nature of a substitute to
H.R. 4334 that would reauthorize the Older
Americans Act (OAA). We are pleased that
this amendment maintains critical service
and information roles of OAA programs, and
promotes greater responsiveness to the needs
of older Americans. We appreciate your lead-
ership in developing this bipartisan, bi-
cameral agreement and look forward to a
prompt reauthorization of OAA.

Giving Americans the support they need to
live at home with independence and dignity
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has always been a bedrock goal of OAA, and
it has been remarkably successful. The Sup-
porting Older Americans Act builds on this
success by further enhancing OAA programs
and services. This amendment addresses
AARP’s OAA reauthorization priorities, in-
cluding further strengthening the National
Family Caregiver Support Program
(NFCSP), extending the bipartisan Recog-
nize, Assist, Include, Support, and Engage
(RAISE) Family Caregivers Act (P.L. 115-
119), and increasing funding levels for OAA
programs.

The Supporting Older Americans Act en-
hances support for caregivers by encouraging
the use of caregiver assessments under
NFCSP. Assessing the caregiving situation
can lead to targeting services more effec-
tively by linking the caregiver to the serv-
ices most beneficial to them. Better tar-
geting of support services can also help
maintain the health and well-being of the
caregiver, sustain their ability to provide
care, produce better outcomes for their loved
ones, and prevent or delay nursing home
placement. The provision to extend RAISE
will provide the RAISE Family Caregiving
Advisory Council with more time to identify
meaningful solutions for supporting the 41
million family caregivers nationwide who
provide a staggering $470 billion annually in
unpaid care to their loved ones. And impor-
tantly, at a time when the older population
is projected to grow significantly, the in-
creased funding levels provided in the
amendment would assist more older Ameri-
cans and caregivers, thus helping more older
adults remain at home and in better health,
avoiding costlier services.

We commend the committees for their bi-
partisan and bicameral work, and urge
prompt reauthorization of the Older Ameri-
cans Act to ensure that our loved ones can
continue to turn to these vital services for
their health and economic security as they
age. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me or have your staff contact
Nicole Burda on our Government Affairs
team.

Sincerely,
MEGAN O’REILLY,
Vice President, Federal Health & Family,
Government Affairs.

FEBRUARY 7, 2020.

DEAR LEADERS MCCONNELL AND SCHUMER,
SPEAKER PELOSI, LEADER MCCARTHY, CHAIR-
MAN ALEXANDER, RANKING MEMBER MURRAY,
CHAIRMAN SCOTT AND RANKING MEMBER FOXX:
On behalf of the undersigned 128 national or-
ganizations with a vested interest in the
well-being of America’s older adults and
caregivers, we write to you today in support
of the Supporting Older Americans Act of
2020 (H.R. 4334) to reauthorize the Older
Americans Act (OAA).

We recognize and appreciate the diligent
bipartisan and bicameral efforts to reauthor-
ize the Older Americans Act, which expired
on September 30, 2019. Achieving a reauthor-
ization of this critical Act that reaffirms and
protects its mission will ensure the sustain-
ability of vital OAA programs, as well as the
health, dignity, and independence of the
older Americans and their caregivers who de-
pend on them.

The OAA is essential to developing, coordi-
nating, and delivering home and community-
based services that help older adults remain
in their homes and communities as they age.
Many individuals served by OAA-funded pro-
grams would otherwise be at significant risk
of hunger, isolation, abuse, and losing their
ability to choose where they want to age.
OAA-supported programs are provided to
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more than 11 million seniors and their care-
givers annually, and include, but are not
limited to, home-delivered and congregate
nutrition services, in-home supportive serv-
ices, multipurpose senior centers, transpor-
tation, caregiver support, disease prevention
and health promotion, community service
employment, the long-term care ombudsman
program, and services to prevent the abuse,
neglect, and exploitation of older adults.

By keeping seniors healthy and in their
communities for more than 50 years, OAA
programs have also delayed or prevented the
need for more expensive institutional care
for many older adults, which is often paid for
through Medicare or Medicaid. OAA services
can effectively save taxpayer, state, and fed-
eral dollars and promote efficiencies within
the health care system.

The Supporting Older Americans Act of
2020 builds upon both the House-passed Dig-
nity in Aging Act (H.R. 4334) and the Senate-
introduced Modernization of the Older Amer-
icans Act Amendments (S. 3057) to incor-
porate a number of important priorities ar-
ticulated by stakeholder organizations. Most
importantly, the bicameral compromise calls
for necessary investments in the OAA by in-
creasing funding authorizations over the
next five years—a top priority of the under-
signed organizations and the most critical
need of the Aging Network authorized by the
OAA.

Other priorities within the bill address re-
search and demonstrations, Native American
services, local planning and development,
supports for those living with dementia and
social isolation, legal services, nutrition, in-
home supportive services, disease prevention
and health promotion, multigenerational
collaboration, and family caregiver supports.
We appreciate that the Supporting Older
Americans Act of 2020 preserves the numer-
ous ways in which this Act works so well at
the federal, state, and local level, on behalf
of the older adults and caregivers for whom
it is a lifeline to dignity, independence,
health, safety, and economic security.

Thank you for your commitment to this
important issue. The undersigned organiza-
tions represent a diverse set of stakeholders,
and we stand ready to build upon existing
momentum to swiftly advance the com-
promise bill through Congress and to the
President’s desk.

Sincerely,

AARP; Academy of Geriatric Physical
Therapy, a component of the APTA; Acad-
emy of Nutrition and Dietetics; ADvancing
States; Aging Life Care Association; AHEPA
Management Company; Alliance for Aging
Research; Alliance to End Hunger; Allies for
Independence; ALS Association; Alzheimer’s
Alliance Michigan State University; Alz-
heimer’s Association; Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion of America; Alzheimer’s Impact Move-
ment; Alzheimer’s Los Angeles; Alzheimer’s
New Jersey; Alzheimer’s Tennessee; Amer-
ican Association For Geriatric Psychiatry;
American Association of Service Coordina-
tors; American Association on Health and
Disability; American Council of the Blind.

American Geriatrics Society; American
Hellenic Educational Progressive Associa-
tion; American Network of Community Op-
tions & Resources (ANCOR); American Occu-
pational Therapy Association; American
Physical Therapy Association; American
Public Health Association; American Thera-
peutic Recreation Association; Argentum;
Association of Assistive Technology Act Pro-
grams; Baylor Scott & White Health; Better
Medicare Alliance; Blinded Veterans Asso-
ciation (BVA); Brain Injury Association of
America; Caregiver Action Network; Care-
giver Voices United; Caring Across Genera-
tions; CaringKind; Center for Medicare Advo-
cacy; Center for Public Representation; Cen-
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ter to Advance Palliative Care; Christopher
& Dana Reeve Foundation.

College of Psychiatric and Neurologic
Pharmacists (CPNP); CommunicationFIRST;
Community Catalyst; Congregation of Our
Lady of the Good Shepherd, U.S. Provinces;
Corporation for Supportive Housing; Daugh-
ters of Penelope; Dementia Alliance Inter-
national; Easterseals; Family Voices; Flor-
ida Agencies Serving the Blind; Feeding
America; Food Research & Action Center;
Generations United; Guide Dogs for the
Blind; Health Benefits ABCs; Home Instead
Senior Care; Home Modification Occupa-
tional Therapy Alliance-HMOTA; Inter-
national Association for Indigenous Aging;
Justice in Aging; Lakeshore Foundation;
LEAD Coalition (Leaders Engaged on Alz-
heimer’s Disease).

LeadingAge; Livpact Inc.; Local Initiatives
Support Corporation; Lutheran Services in
America; MAZON: A Jewish Response to
Hunger; Meals on Wheels America; Medicare
Rights Center; National Able Network; Na-
tional Adult Day Services Association
(NADSA); National Adult Protective Serv-
ices Association; National Advocacy Center
of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd; Na-
tional Affordable Housing Trust; National
Alliance for Caregiving; National Asian Pa-
cific Center on Aging (NAPCA); National
Assn. of RSVP Directors; National Associa-
tion for Home Care & Hospice; National As-
sociation of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a);
National Association of Councils on Develop-
mental Disabilities (NACDD); National Asso-
ciation of Counties (NACo); National Asso-
ciation of Development Organizations
(NADO); National Association of Nutrition
and Aging Services Programs (NANASP).

National Association of Regional Councils;
National Association of Senior Legal Hot-
lines; National Association of Social Work-
ers (NASW); National Association of State
Head Injury Administrators; National Asso-
ciation of State Long-Term Care Ombuds-
man Programs (NASOP); National Commu-
nity Action Partnership; National Commu-
nity Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC); Na-
tional Consumer Voice for Quality Long-
Term Care; National Council on Aging; Na-
tional Council on Independent Living; Na-
tional Housing Trust; National Law Center
on Homelessness & Poverty; National Res-
pite Coalition; NETWORK Lobby for Catho-
lic Social Justice; Network of Jewish Human
Service Agencies; Ohio Council for Cognitive
Health; PHI; Planetree International; Pre-
vent Blindness; Program in Occupational
Therapy, Washington University School of
Medicine; Region 10 LEAP; RESULTS; Re-
tirement Housing Foundation.

Rossetti Enterprises Inc.; Sanford/Good Sa-
maritan Society; Silvernest; Stewards of Af-
fordable Housing for the Future; The Arc of
the United States; The Association for
Frontotemporal Degeneration; The Carroll
Center for the Blind; The Episcopal Church;
The Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan
Society; The Gerontological Society of
America; The Jewish Federations of North
America; Trust for America’s Health
(TFAH); United Church of Christ Justice and
Witness Ministries; United Spinal Associa-
tion; UsAgainstAlzheimer’s; Village to Vil-
lage Network; VisionServe Alliance; WISER;
Volunteers of America; Women’s Institute
for a Secure Retirement (WISER).

——
SUPPORTING OLDER AMERICANS
ACT OF 2020

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, last
night the Senate unanimously passed
my legislation, the Supporting Older
Americans Act of 2020. I developed this
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important legislation with Senator
BoB CASEY, who serves as the ranking
member of the Senate Aging Com-
mittee, which I chair, to reauthorize
and strengthen the landmark Older
Americans Act. A bipartisan group of
24 Senators cosponsored this reauthor-
ization, and 128 national organizations
endorsed it. I rise today to commend
this bipartisan achievement that will
ensure that vital services for our sen-
iors continue and are strengthened.

Since 1965, the Older Americans Act
has helped to ensure that millions of
seniors receive the support they need
to age independently and with dignity.
Administered by the Administration
for Community Living, the Older
Americans Act authorizes an array of
services through a network of 56 State
units on aging and more than 600 area
agencies on aging, serving more than 10
million Americans throughout the Na-
tion each year. OAA programs provide
nutritious food, transportation, assist-
ance to caregivers, and in-home serv-
ices for older adults. These invest-
ments foster a sense of community for
older adults and save taxpayers money
by reducing hospitalizations and the
need for long-term residential care.

As our population ages, demand for
Older Americans Act services has
grown. Our legislation extends OAA
programs for 5 years and provides in-
creased investments to meet growing
demands. For example, one hallmark
OAA program is Meals on Wheels. Last
year, this home-delivered nutrition
program provided seniors with 358 mil-
lion meals. In many States, however,
the need is soaring. In Maine, there is
a waitlist of 400 to 1,500 people, depend-
ing on the time of the year and the lo-
cation in our State. That is why it is so
important that this bill helps to ensure
that more seniors in need of nutritious
food can be served through important
programs such as Meals on Wheels.

At $11 a day, a meal is far cheaper
than the $2,400 average cost of a hos-
pital stay. Using Older Americans Act
dollars, the Southern Maine Agency on
Aging conducted a pilot study that pro-
vided seniors discharged from the hos-
pital with 4 weeks’ worth of food. The
results were astounding—hospital re-
admissions were reduced by 38 per-
cent—a 387-percent return on invest-
ment. On a national scale, the savings
would be an astronomical $51 billion
annually.

Our legislation also includes several
provisions to combat social isolation,
which can have devastating health ef-
fects, particularly on older adults who
are already vulnerable.

As the executive director of the East-
ern Maine Area Agency on Aging, Dyan
Walsh, said, The Older Americans Act
is a great victory for the aging services
network and those we serve. There are
many important provisions in the bill,
not the least of which is the focus on
research to study the negative con-
sequences of social isolation and loneli-
ness which impacts so many rural older
adults. We look to the future with a re-
newed focus to integrate innovative
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