
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1600 March 5, 2020 
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 531—HON-
ORING LAS DAMAS DE BLANCO, 
A WOMEN-LED NONVIOLENT 
MOVEMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN CUBA, AND CALLING FOR THE 
RELEASE OF ALL POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN CUBA 
Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-

DEZ, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 531 

Whereas Las Damas de Blanco (also known 
as the ‘‘Ladies in White’’) is a group com-
posed of wives and relatives of political pris-
oners, prisoners of conscience, and peaceful 
dissidents in Cuba; 

Whereas, in April 2003, during the wave of 
repression known as the ‘‘Black Spring’’, a 
group of strong and courageous women 
formed Las Damas de Blanco in response to 
the wrongful imprisonment of their family 
members by the Cuban regime; 

Whereas members of Las Damas de Blanco 
continue attempting to attend Sunday mass 
in the Church of Santa Rita de Casia in Ha-
vana, and other churches throughout dif-
ferent provinces in Cuba, and then march 
peacefully through the streets of Havana 
holding gladiolus despite the Cuban regime’s 
constant efforts to block their nonviolent ex-
ercise of freedom of assembly and speech; 

Whereas members of Las Damas de Blanco 
regularly march to advocate for the release 
of all political prisoners and the freedom of 
the Cuban people; 

Whereas, despite exercising their funda-
mental rights to freedom of expression and 
assembly, members of Las Damas de Blanco 
are regularly attacked by security forces and 
mobs organized by the Cuban regime; 

Whereas, according to Amnesty Inter-
national— 

(1) Las Damas de Blanco ‘‘remain[s] one of 
the primary targets of repression by Cuban 
[G]overnment authorities’’; and 

(2) members of Las Damas de Blanco are 
frequently detained and ‘‘often beaten by law 
enforcement officials and state security 
agents dressed as civilians’’ while in deten-
tion; 

Whereas, according to the Human Rights 
Watch 2019 World Report, in Cuba ‘‘detention 
is often used preemptively to prevent people 
from participating in peaceful marches or 
meetings to discuss politics, and detainees 
are often beaten, threatened, and held in-
communicado for hours or days’’; 

Whereas the Human Rights Watch 2019 
World Report noted that ‘‘Cuban Police or 
state security agents continue to routinely 
harass, rough up, and detain members of Las 
Damas de Blanco before or after they attend 
Sunday mass’’; 

Whereas, in 2005, Las Damas de Blanco 
were selected to receive the Sakharov Prize 
for Freedom of Thought, but the Cuban re-
gime did not allow members of the group to 
leave the island to accept the award; 

Whereas Laura Ines Pollán Toledo, the 
founder of Las Damas de Blanco, left a leg-
acy of peaceful protest against human and 
civil rights abuses in Cuba; 

Whereas Laura Ines Pollán Toledo died on 
October 14, 2011, and while her death gar-
nered widespread international attention, 
the Cuban regime remained silent; 

Whereas, in February 2015, 30 members of 
Las Damas de Blanco were arrested in an at-

tempt by Cuban officials to bar the women 
from participating in marches, which sought 
to advocate for the freedom of political pris-
oners in Cuba; 

Whereas, while Raúl Castro is no longer 
the head of Cuba, grave human rights abuses 
continue under the current President of 
Cuba, Miguel Dı́az-Canel; 

Whereas Las Damas de Blanco has ap-
pealed to the United States Government and 
other foreign governments in order to bring 
international attention to the repression of 
dissidents by the Cuban regime and the 
plight of political prisoners, who are rou-
tinely jailed unjustly and without due proc-
ess; 

Whereas, on May 17, 2018, Las Damas de 
Blanco received the prestigious 2018 Milton 
Friedman Prize for Advancing Liberty for 
the bravery of the group and the continuing 
efforts of the group to fight for individual 
freedom in Cuba; 

Whereas Berta de los Angeles Soler 
Fernández and Leticia Ramos Herreria, 
members of Las Damas de Blanco, were pro-
hibited by the Dı́az-Canel regime from leav-
ing Cuba to accept the 2018 Milton Friedman 
Prize for Advancing Liberty in the United 
States; 

Whereas, on May 6, 2018, Avmara Nieto 
Muñoz, a member of the Damas de Blanco, 
was violently arrested and during her trans-
fer in a patrol car, a uniformed cop beat her, 
causing Nieto to require medical attention; 

Whereas, following 10 days of confinement 
in a cell of the Santiago de las Vegas-La 
Habana, Aymara Nieto Muñoz was trans-
ferred to Havana’s women’s prison, known as 
the Guatao, and remains detained pending a 
trial for an alleged ‘‘crime of attack’’ with 
other prisoners arrested for petty crimes; 

Whereas it is the second time that Aymara 
Nieto Muñoz, has been imprisoned for polit-
ical reasons, and during a politically charged 
trial on June 3, 2017, she was sentenced to 
one year of prison for an alleged crime of 
public disorder; 

Whereas, in March 2018, Marta Sánchez 
González was arrested for peacefully pro-
testing and transferred to a women’s prison 
a month later; 

Whereas, on August 2018, Marta Sánchez 
González faced a rigged trial and was sen-
tenced to 4 years and 6 months of imprison-
ment alongside prisoners for common 
crimes; 

Whereas, throughout 2019, Las Damas de 
Blanco experienced countless arrests, acts of 
repression, and violent attacks intended to 
imperil their physical and mental state as a 
result of their peaceful advocacy of the re-
lease of all political prisoners; 

Whereas the total number of arrests in 2019 
conducted by the Cuban Police against Las 
Damas de Blanco is 1,120, including those of 
Berta Soler Fernández, who has been con-
stantly harassed, violently attacked, and de-
tained for lengthy periods of time, and 
Xiomara de las Mercedes Cruz Miranda, who 
was imprisoned in 2018; 

Whereas, upon entering prison the first 
time on April 15, 2016, Ms. Cruz Miranda was 
in good health, but after being sent to prison 
for the second time in 2018, she acquired a 
rare skin disease in the women’s prison in 
Ciego de Ávila and her health began to be af-
fected by several conditions, including tuber-
culosis, which severely damaged her res-
piratory system and her mental and physical 
health; and 

Whereas Ms. Cruz Miranda remained hos-
pitalized for more than 6 months in Cuba, 
and after her health condition failed to sta-
bilize, she was admitted to Jackson South 
Hospital in the City of Miami on January 
2020, thanks to a humanitarian visa granted 
by the United States Government: Now, 
therefore, be it: 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the courageous members of Las 

Damas de Blanco for their peaceful efforts to 
speak up for the voiceless and stand up to 
the Cuban regime in defense of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms, such as freedom 
of expression and assembly; 

(2) recognizes the brave leaders of Las 
Damas de Blanco, including Marta Sánchez 
and Aymara Nieto Muñoz, who are currently 
in prison due to their peaceful activism; 

(3) expresses solidarity with the Cuban peo-
ple and a commitment to the democratic as-
pirations of those Cubans calling for a free 
Cuba; 

(4) calls on the Cuban regime to allow 
members of Las Damas de Blanco to attend 
weekly masses and travel freely both domes-
tically and internationally; and 

(5) calls for the release of all political pris-
oners detained and imprisoned by the Cuban 
regime. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 532—CON-
DEMNING AND CENSURING THE 
SENATOR FROM NEW YORK, MR. 
SCHUMER 

Mr. HAWLEY (for himself, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. LOEFFLER, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. SASSE, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
LEE, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. SCOTT 
of South Carolina, Mr. INHOFE, and Ms. 
MCSALLY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the Se-
lect Committee on Ethics: 

S. RES. 532 

Whereas the Senator from New York, Mr. 
Schumer, is the Leader of the Democratic 
Caucus and a former member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate; 

Whereas, at a protest at the Supreme 
Court of the United States on March 4, 2020, 
Senator Schumer inveighed against 2 Asso-
ciate Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States by saying, ‘‘I want to tell you, 
Gorsuch, I want to tell you, Kavanaugh, you 
have release the whirlwind, and you will pay 
the price.’’; 

Whereas Senator Schumer went on to warn 
Justice Gorsuch and Justice Kavanaugh, 
‘‘You won’t know what hit you if you go for-
ward with these awful decisions.’’; 

Whereas the statements of Senator Schu-
mer are an attempt to unduly influence the 
judicial decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States and to undermine the vi-
sion of the founders of the United States of 
the ‘‘complete independence of the courts of 
justice’’, as Alexander Hamilton wrote in 
Federalist No. 78; 

Whereas the statements of Senator Schu-
mer could be read to suggest a threat or call 
for physical violence against 2 Associate Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Chief Justice of the United 
States immediately rebuked Senator Schu-
mer, stating that ‘‘threatening statements of 
this sort from the highest levels of govern-
ment are not only inappropriate, they are 
dangerous’’; 

Whereas, according to the Institute for Ec-
onomics and Peace, political violence in the 
United States has increased over the last 
decade; 

Whereas, in 2018, the United States Mar-
shals Service investigated 4,542 threats and 
inappropriate communications against the 
judiciary; 

Whereas 4 Federal judges have been tar-
geted and murdered since 1979 and 2 family 
members of another Federal judge have been 
murdered; and 
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Whereas Senator Schumer has acknowl-

edged that threatening statements can in-
crease the dangers of violence against gov-
ernment officials when he stated on June 15, 
2017, following the attempted murder of sev-
eral elected Members of Congress, ‘‘We would 
all be wise to reflect on the importance of ci-
vility in our [N]ation’s politics’’ and that 
‘‘the level of nastiness, vitriol, and hate that 
has seeped into our politics must be 
excised’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) censures and condemns in the strongest 

possible terms the Senator from New York, 
Mr. Schumer, for his threatening statements 
against Associate Justice Neil M. Gorsuch 
and Associate Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh; 
and 

(2) calls on all members of the Senate to 
respect the independence of the Federal judi-
ciary. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 533—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS OF INTER-
NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. MURPHY, and Ms. BALDWIN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 533 

Whereas, as of March 2020, there are ap-
proximately 3,764,000,000 women and girls in 
the world; 

Whereas women and girls around the 
world— 

(1) have fundamental human rights; 
(2) play a critical role in providing and car-

ing for their families and driving positive 
change in their communities; 

(3) contribute substantially to food secu-
rity, economic growth, the prevention and 
resolution of conflict, and the sustainability 
of peace and stability; and 

(4) must have meaningful opportunities to 
more fully participate in and lead the polit-
ical, social, and economic lives of their com-
munities; 

Whereas the advancement and empower-
ment of women and girls around the world is 
a foreign policy priority for the United 
States and is critical to the achievement of 
global peace and prosperity; 

Whereas 2020 marks the anniversary of sig-
nificant milestones toward advancing the 
human rights and equality of women and 
girls, including— 

(1) the 100th anniversary of women’s suf-
frage in the United States; and 

(2) the 20th anniversary of the Women, 
Peace, and Security Agenda, which was es-
tablished through the unanimous adoption of 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 
1325 in October 2000; 

Whereas the National Security Strategy of 
the United States, published in December 
2017— 

(1) declares that ‘‘[s]ocieties that empower 
women to participate fully in civic and eco-
nomic life are more prosperous and peace-
ful’’; 

(2) supports ‘‘efforts to advance women’s 
equality, protect the rights of women and 
girls, and promote women and youth em-
powerment programs’’; and 

(3) recognizes that ‘‘governments that fail 
to treat women equally do not allow their 
societies to reach their potential’’; 

Whereas, on October 6, 2017, the Women, 
Peace, and Security Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 
2152j et seq.) was enacted into law, which in-
cludes requirements for a government-wide 
‘‘Women, Peace, and Security Strategy’’ to 
promote and strengthen the participation of 
women in peace negotiations and conflict 

prevention overseas, enhanced training for 
relevant United States Government per-
sonnel, and follow-up evaluations of the ef-
fectiveness of the strategy; 

Whereas the United States Strategy on 
Women, Peace, and Security, dated June 
2019, recognizes that— 

(1) the ‘‘[s]ocial and political 
marginalization of women strongly cor-
relates with the likelihood that a country 
will experience conflict’’; 

(2) there is a ‘‘tremendous amount of un-
tapped potential among the world’s women 
and girls to identify, recommend, and imple-
ment effective solutions to conflict’’, and 
there are ‘‘benefits derived from creating op-
portunities for women and girls to serve as 
agents of peace via political, economic, and 
social empowerment’’; and 

(3) barriers to the meaningful participation 
of women and girls in conflict prevention 
and resolution efforts ‘‘include under-rep-
resentation in political leadership, pervasive 
violence against women and girls, and per-
sistent inequality in many societies’’; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations 
Entity for Gender Equality and the Em-
powerment of Women (commonly referred to 
as ‘‘UN Women’’), peace negotiations are 
more likely to end in a peace agreement 
when women and women’s groups play a 
meaningful role in the negotiation process; 

Whereas, according to a study by the Inter-
national Peace Institute, a peace agreement 
is 35 percent more likely to last at least 15 
years if women participate in the develop-
ment of the peace agreement; 

Whereas there are 83 national action plans 
relating to the empowerment of women 
around the world, 11 regional action plans, 
and at least 9 additional national action 
plans in development; 

Whereas the joint strategy of the Depart-
ment of State and the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) enti-
tled ‘‘Department of State & USAID Joint 
Strategy on Countering Violent Extremism’’ 
and dated May 2016— 

(1) notes that women can play a critical 
role in identifying and addressing drivers of 
violent extremism in their families, commu-
nities, and broader society; and 

(2) commits to supporting programs that 
engage women ‘‘as key stakeholders in pre-
venting and countering violent extremism in 
their communities’’; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs of the Department of State, the full and 
meaningful participation of women in crimi-
nal justice professions and security forces 
vastly enhances the effectiveness of the secu-
rity forces; 

Whereas, despite the contributions of 
women to society, hundreds of millions of 
women and girls around the world continue 
to be denied the right to participate freely in 
civic and economic life, lack fundamental 
legal protections, and remain vulnerable to 
exploitation and abuse; 

Whereas, every year, approximately 
12,000,000 girls are married before they reach 
the age of 18, which means that— 

(1) nearly 33,000 girls are married every 
day; or 

(2) nearly 23 girls are married every 
minute; 

Whereas, despite global progress, it is pre-
dicted that by 2030 more than 150,000,000 
more girls will marry before reaching the 
age of 18, and approximately 2,400,000 girls 
who are married before reaching the age of 18 
are under the age of 15; 

Whereas girls living in countries affected 
by conflict or other humanitarian crises are 
often the most vulnerable to child marriage, 
and 9 of the 10 countries with the highest 
rates of child marriage are considered fragile 
or extremely fragile; 

Whereas, according to the International 
Labour Organization, 71 percent of the esti-
mated 40,300,000 victims of modern slavery in 
2016 were women or girls; 

Whereas, according to the United Nation’s 
Children’s Fund (commonly referred to as 
‘‘UNICEF’’)— 

(1) approximately 1⁄4 of girls between the 
ages of 15 and 19 are victims of physical vio-
lence; 

(2) approximately 120,000,000 girls world-
wide, slightly more than 1 in 10, have experi-
enced forced sexual acts; and 

(3) an estimated 1 in 3 women around the 
world has experienced some form of physical 
or sexual violence; 

Whereas, according to the 2018 report of 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime entitled ‘‘Global Report on Traf-
ficking in Persons’’, 72 percent of all de-
tected trafficking victims are women or 
girls; 

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the United 
States Government launched a strategy enti-
tled ‘‘United States Strategy to Prevent and 
Respond to Gender-Based Violence Glob-
ally’’, which is the first interagency strategy 
that— 

(1) addresses gender-based violence around 
the world; 

(2) advances the rights and status of 
women and girls; 

(3) promotes gender equality in United 
States foreign policy; and 

(4) works to bring about a world in which 
all individuals can pursue their aspirations 
without the threat of violence; 

Whereas, in June 2016, the Department of 
State released an update to that strategy, 
underscoring that ‘‘[p]reventing and respond-
ing to gender-based violence is a cornerstone 
of the U.S. Government’s commitment to ad-
vancing human rights and promoting gender 
equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls’’; 

Whereas, despite the achievements of indi-
vidual female leaders and evidence that de-
mocracy and equality under the law form a 
mutually reinforcing relationship in which 
higher levels of equality are strongly cor-
related with the relative state of peace of a 
country, a healthier domestic security envi-
ronment, and lower levels of aggression to-
ward other countries— 

(1) women around the world remain vastly 
underrepresented in— 

(A) national and local legislatures and 
governments; and 

(B) other high-level positions; and 
(2) according to the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union, women account for only 25 percent of 
national parliamentarians and 21 percent of 
government ministers; 

Whereas the ability of women and girls to 
realize their full potential is critical to the 
ability of a country to achieve strong and 
lasting economic growth, self-reliance, and 
political and social stability; 

Whereas the overall level of violence 
against women is a better predictor of the 
peacefulness of a country, the compliance of 
a country with international treaty obliga-
tions, and the relations of a country with 
neighboring countries than indicators meas-
uring the level of democracy, level of wealth, 
or level of institutionalization of the coun-
try; 

Whereas, although the United Nations Mil-
lennium Project reached the goal of achiev-
ing gender parity in primary education in 
most countries in 2015, more work remains 
to be done to achieve gender equality in pri-
mary and secondary education, and particu-
larly in secondary education worldwide as 
gender gaps persist and widen, by address-
ing— 

(1) discriminatory practices; 
(2) harmful cultural and social norms; 
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