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major battles, including D-day and the
Battle of the Bulge. During his time in
service, he was wounded twice and
awarded two Purple Hearts for his
bravery and his sacrifice.

Please join me in wishing a happy
birthday to a true American hero, Mr.
John Barfield, whose courage and dedi-
cation to this country are second to
none.

——
MATERNAL HEALTH CRISIS

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, this past
Sunday, we celebrated International
Women’s Day, the unique stories
women share, and their power to shape
our world.

Like many women in America, my
story includes a struggle to get preg-
nant. My son, Jordan, was a miracle
for me and my family. But for too
many mothers in America, the miracle
of pregnancy ends in tragedy.

The United States has the worst rate
of maternal death in the developed
world. This is unacceptable. There is
no reason that, in the richest Nation
on Earth, we cannot keep our mothers
and our families healthy and whole.

My bill, the Social Determinants for
Moms Act, will invest in our mothers
and fund the access to services and
critical research that we need to help
save the lives of our American women.

We can solve this crisis together if
we work together, Republicans and
Democrats, fighting for a safer, more
compassionate, and more community-
focused future.

———

COVERING KATY NEWS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, the First
Amendment to our Constitution says
that Congress shall make no law
abridging the freedom of the press. The
strength of our First Amendment is
our local independent newspapers.
These papers fan the flame of Amer-
ican rebellion. There is no America
without a free local press.

Last week, we lost a local press news-
paper in Katy, Texas, Covering Katy
News. They ceased operations. The
owner and founder, Dennis Spellman,
left radio 8 years ago to get in the field
and report on stories that matter to
people back home. Covering Katy News
was 21st century news, online pri-
marily.

Dennis’ family put their heart and
soul into this paper, Covering Katy
News. He would stay awake from 4 a.m.
to 6 p.m.—without a day off in 5 years.

Dennis’ last article was entitled,
“Time to Say Good-Bye.” My dear
friend, that is the wrong headline. The
headline should be, ‘“Time to Say Good
Luck.”
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NATIONAL DISTINGUISHED
PRINCIPAL, KRIS VANCAS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Kris Vancas, principal at Benner Ele-
mentary School in Bellefonte, Pennsyl-
vania.

Kris was recently named Pennsyl-
vania 2019 National Distinguished Prin-
cipal by the National Association of El-
ementary School Principals for his
‘‘collaborative leadership style, em-
powering his staff to create an environ-
ment where students can excel, and for
his dedication to students, staff, and
community.”

Leaders like Kris are important to
the success and well-being of our Na-
tion’s schools. Kris, however, gives all
of the credit to his staff, the students,
and their parents.

Kris has served as principal at
Benner Elementary for approximately
7 years and is well aware of the impact
teachers and administrators have on
the daily lives of our Nation’s young
people. He said: ‘“You don’t know the
kind of day they’re having when they
walk in, but you know you can posi-
tively affect them for the next 6 hours
they’re here.”

I would like to thank Kris for his
commitment to students in Pennsylva-
nia’s 156th Congressional District, and I
congratulate him on this achievement.

—————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF TIP-
PECANOE COUNTY COUNCIL
PRESIDENT BRYAN METZGER

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to honor the memory of Tippecanoe
County Council President Bryan
Metzger. Originally from Milltown, In-
diana, Bryan lived a life full of love
and service to his community.

Bryan first gained an appreciation
for public service when he joined 4-H at
just 10 years of age. Always an ener-
getic member, Bryan knew he wanted
to continue his work with 4-H. After
graduating from Purdue University,
Bryan accomplished just that, serving
for decades with the 4-H Extension
Services in White and Lawrence Coun-
ties, before settling in Tippecanoe
County.

His selflessness extended to other
youth organizations in his community,
having worked with the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate Association,
the Cary Home for Children in Tippe-
canoe County, and countless other ad-
vocacy organizations. My friend and
former colleague cared immensely
about the growth and development of
our young people, and any number of
lives are better for his time and gen-
erous spirit.
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Bryan was also a devoted member of
the Greater Lafayette Rotary Club,
and he continued to work for his com-
munity through the Tippecanoe Coun-
ty Council following his retirement
from the Extension Service in 2012
after 33 years of faithful service. Inex-
haustible as ever, Bryan most recently
served as president of the county coun-
cil.

Those who were fortunate enough to
have known and worked with Bryan ad-
mired and respected his endless civic
engagement. Described by his peers as
dedicated and focused, Bryan embodied
the 4-H pledge of head, heart, hands,
and health in service to others, and he
will be missed dearly by his commu-
nity.

Thank you for your service, Bryan.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LEVIN of Michigan). Pursuant to clause
8 of rule XX, the Chair will postpone
further proceedings today on motions
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or votes objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

—————

REQUIRING EVALUATION BY GOV-
ERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-
FICE OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND
HISTORIC CONTRIBUTIONS BY
MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend
the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 6020) to
require an evaluation by the Govern-
ment Accountability Office of the so-
cial, economic, and historic contribu-
tions that Minor League Baseball has
made to American life and culture, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6020

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) more than forty million fans have at-
tended Minor League Baseball games each
season for 15 consecutive years;

(2) Minor League Baseball provides whole-
some affordable entertainment in 160 com-
munities throughout the Nation;

(3) in 2018, Minor League Baseball clubs do-
nated over $45 million in cash and in-kind
gifts to their local communities and com-
pleted over 15,000 volunteer hours;

(4) the economic stimulus and development
provided by Minor League Baseball clubs ex-
tends beyond the cities and towns where it is
played, to wide and diverse geographic areas
comprising 80 percent of the population in
the Nation;

(5) Minor League Baseball is committed to
promoting diversity and inclusion through
its Copa de la Diversion, MiLB Pride, FIELD
Program, and Women in Baseball Leadership
initiatives;

(6) Minor League Baseball is the first
touchpoint of the national pastime for mil-
lions of youth and the only touchpoint for
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