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With those critical steps already
taken, this week brought a further op-
portunity to help communities and
families face the economic effects of
the virus spread. Unfortunately, it ap-
pears at this hour that the Speaker and
House Democrats instead chose to
produce an ideological wish list that
was not tailored closely to the cir-
cumstances. One is reminded of the fa-
mous comment from President
Obama’s first Chief of Staff: “You
never want a serious crisis to go to
waste.” Instead of focusing on imme-
diate relief to affected individuals,
families, and businesses, the House
Democrats chose to wander into var-
ious areas of policy that are barely re-
lated, if at all, to the issue before us.

Instead of working within existing
law and within existing systems to de-
liver targeted relief as officially and ef-
fectively as possible, the Speaker’s pro-
posal would stand up a needless thicket
of new bureaucracy. They would task
offices like the Social Security Admin-
istration with standing up brand-new
bureaucracy that would delay the de-
livery of aid to those who need it.

As currently drafted, the proposal ap-
pears to impose permanent unfunded
mandates on businesses that could
cause massive job losses and put thou-
sands of small businesses at risk. The
administration was ready to collabo-
rate. The Senate was ready to seriously
consider a compromise product, but it
appears that over in the House, left-
wing political messaging may have
taken priority over the needs of our
country. Certainly, this is dis-
appointing.

I want to commend Secretary
Mnuchin for his efforts and his contin-
ued conversation. At a minimum, I
hope that Senate Democrats will not
block potential requests from our col-
leagues today to pass smaller, non-
controversial pieces of legislation right
away that would bolster particular as-
pects of the fight against coronavirus.

The good news is that our Nation’s
economy remains strong. The Presi-
dent is continuing to take action him-
self. We just passed billions—billions—
in urgent funding just last week, and
the Senate will continue to stand ready
and willing to work toward further bi-
cameral, bipartisan actions when the
House Democrats decide to get serious.

———

USA FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2020

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
now, on another matter, yesterday the
House of Representatives did come to-
gether around a bipartisan agreement
to renew some critical national secu-
rity tools. The USA FREEDOM Reau-
thorization Act of 2020 will reauthorize
key authorities granted to intelligence
and national security professionals
under the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act.

First and foremost, this means ensur-
ing that the men and women tasked
with rooting out espionage and stop-
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ping terrorist activity on U.S. soil are
equipped with the powers they need to
be successful.

Today, the threats these profes-
sionals confront are as serious and di-
verse as ever. Terrorist groups con-
tinue to wish us harm. Major hostile
powers like Russia and China remain
committed to undermining the integ-
rity of American institutions, from our
infrastructure to our elections.

The targeted powers reauthorized by
this legislation are a vital part of the
efforts to protect American commu-
nities. That is a fact. It is a fact that
has been reaffirmed time and again by
Attorneys General and by the numer-
ous reauthorizations granted by Con-
gress.

This time is no different. We can’t
mistake the safety and security that
FISA authorities have helped preserve
for evidence that they are no longer
needed. At the same time, we cannot
mistake a vital process for a perfect
one. The 2016 election showed us per-
fectly clearly that the authorities
granted under FISA are in need of tar-
geted reforms to improve account-
ability. That was backed up by the
findings of the Department of Justice
inspector general.

That is why this legislation contains
a number of specific reforms to address
the kinds of failures that embarrassed
the system in 2016: more oversight over
the practices of the FISA Court, more
declassification and more compliance
practices, higher level approval for cer-
tain sensitive applications, and more.

Our responsibility here is twofold. We
have to continue equipping our na-
tional security professionals and the
intelligence community to anticipate,
confront, and eliminate the threats
facing our country, and we also have to
respond to the failures of 2016 with real
reforms that ensure the public trust is
handled appropriately.

This legislation, passed by a bipar-
tisan majority in the House and en-
dorsed by the Attorney General,
strikes the right balance. I am con-
fident that it will pass the Senate as
well. It is not a question of if this
passes but when.

I hope that our colleagues who may
not choose to vote for this legislation
will not deny this body the opportunity
to renew these authorities today to
prevent any lapse. I hope none of our
colleagues choose to force these impor-
tant national security tools to tempo-
rarily lapse for the sake of making a
political point, which will not change
the outcome. In fact, I hope we can
renew these authorities today.

But if we cannot, if some of our col-
leagues choose to object, the lapse will
only be temporary, similar to past
short lapses between reauthorizations.
These national security tools should
not lapse. They do not need to lapse,
and I hope none of our colleagues
choose to unilaterally force them to
lapse just for the sake of making a
point. But at least it would only be
temporary because this bill is going to
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pass, these authorities are getting re-
newed, and that is a great thing for the
security of our Nation and the safety of
the American people. I hope it can hap-
pen today.

——————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 6172

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
due a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 6172) to amend the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to pro-
hibit the production of certain business
records, and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of James P. Danly, of Ten-
nessee, to be a Member of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission for the
remainder of the term expiring June 30,
2023.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). Without objection, it is
so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
yesterday, the World Health Organiza-
tion officially declared COVID-19—
known as the coronavirus—a pandemic,
saying that it was ‘‘deeply concerned
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