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their leadership as trailblazers and opening 
opportunities for scholarships, preferred ad-
mission for college, and amazing career op-
portunities; 

Whereas, each year, Girl Scouts selects 10 
exceptionally inspiring Gold Award Girl 
Scouts, nominated by local councils, as Na-
tional Gold Award Girl Scouts; 

Whereas National Gold Award Girl Scouts 
have completed projects that demonstrate 
extraordinary leadership, have a measurable 
and sustainable effect, and address a local 
challenge relating to a national or global 
issue; and 

Whereas the 2019 National Gold Award Girl 
Scouts are Isabella Madrigal from Temecula, 
California, Mary Katherine Futrell from Dal-
las, Texas, Minely Millan from Calle Rosa 
Imperial in Puerto Rico, Lauren 
Vanlandingham from St. Louis, Missouri, 
Phoebe Wall from Redmond, Washington, 
Taryn-Marie Jenkins from Wilmington, 
Delaware, Grace Goodpasture from Ashland, 
Virginia, Megan Loh from Placentia, Cali-
fornia, Ana De Almeida Amaral from Chula 
Vista, California, and Kai Zaragoza from 
Pembroke Pines, Florida: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes Girl Scouts of the United 

States of America for 108 years of creating 
changemakers by nurturing and supporting 
the leadership development of girls; 

(2) congratulates the Girl Scouts who 
earned the Gold Award in 2019, including the 
National Gold Award Girl Scouts; and 

(3) encourages Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America to continue to champion 
the ambitions, cultivate the talents, and de-
velop the skills of future women leaders. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1555. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for Mr. 
TESTER) proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 4920, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to provide for an exception to certain 
small business contracting requirements ap-
plicable to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs procurement of certain goods and serv-
ices covered under the Ability One program, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 1555. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for Mr. 

TESTER) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 4920, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for an excep-
tion to certain small business con-
tracting requirements applicable to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs pro-
curement of certain goods and services 
covered under the Ability One pro-
gram, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Veterans Affairs Contracting Preference 
Consistency Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. EXCEPTION TO DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS SMALL BUSINESS 
CONTRACTING REQUIREMENT FOR 
CERTAIN GOODS AND SERVICES 
COVERED UNDER ABILITY ONE PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
8127 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Except’’ and inserting ‘‘(1) 
Except’’; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘in paragraph (2) and’’ be-
fore ‘‘in subsections (b) and (c)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2)(A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) and 
except as provided by subparagraph (B) of 
this paragraph, with respect to the procure-
ment of a covered product or service, a con-
tracting officer of the Department shall pro-
cure such product or service from a source 
designated under chapter 85 of title 41, and in 
accordance with the regulations prescribed 
under such chapter. 

‘‘(B)(i) Subject to clause (ii), subparagraph 
(A) shall not apply in the case of a covered 
product or service for which a contract was— 

‘‘(I) awarded under paragraph (1) after De-
cember 22, 2006; and 

‘‘(II) in effect on the day before the date of 
the enactment of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Contracting Preference Con-
sistency Act of 2020. 

‘‘(ii) Clause (i) shall cease to apply to a 
covered product or service described in such 
clause upon a determination of the Secretary 
that when the current contract for the cov-
ered product or service is terminated or ex-
pires there is no reasonable expectation 
that— 

‘‘(I) two or more small business concerns 
owned and controlled by veterans will sub-
mit offers as described in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(II) the award can be made at a fair and 
reasonable price that offers best value to the 
United States. 

‘‘(C) In this paragraph, the term ‘covered 
product or service’ means— 

‘‘(i) a product or service that— 
‘‘(I) is included on the procurement list 

under section 8503(a) of title 41; and 
‘‘(II) was included on such procurement list 

on or before December 22, 2006; or 
‘‘(ii) a product or service that— 
‘‘(I) is a replacement for a product or serv-

ice described under clause (i); 
‘‘(II) is essentially the same and meeting 

the same requirement as the product or serv-
ice being replaced; and 

‘‘(III) a contracting officer determines 
meets the quality standards and delivery 
schedule of the Department.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sec-
tion is further amended in each of sub-
sections (b) and (c), by striking ‘‘For’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Except as provided in subsection 
(d)(2), for’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to a contract entered into on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have 5 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, March 12, 2020, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on pending nomi-
nations. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 12, 
2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 12, 
2020, at 10: 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on the following nominations: John 
Leonard Badalamenti, to be United 
States District Judge for the Middle 
District of Florida, William Scott 
Hardy, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania, John F. Heil III, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern, 
Eastern and Western Districts of Okla-
homa, David Cleveland Joseph, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Louisiana, Anna M. 
Manasco, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama, Drew B. Tipton, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern 
District of Texas, Stephen Sidney 
Schwartz, of Virginia, Kathryn C. 
Davis, of Maryland, and Edward Hulvey 
Meyers, of Maryland, each to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of 
Federal Claims, and Vincent F. 
DeMarco, to be United States Marshal 
for the Eastern District of New York, 
Department of Justice. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, March 12, 2020, at 10:30 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, March 
12, 2020, at 11:45 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing on the following nomination: 
James E. Trainor III, of Texas, to be a 
Member of the Federal Election Com-
mission. 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
have a request for one committee to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. It has the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 12, 
2020, at 12 p.m., to conduct a closed 
hearing. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL FOR A CERE-
MONY AS PART OF THE COM-
MEMORATION OF THE DAYS OF 
REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF 
THE HOLOCAUST 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 

now ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of H. Con. Res. 87, which was 
received from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 
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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 87) 

authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall for 
a ceremony as part of the commemoration of 
the days of remembrance of victims of the 
Holocaust. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to and the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 87) was agreed to. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS CONTRACTING PREF-
ERENCE CONSISTENCY ACT 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 4920 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4920) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for an exception to 
certain small business contracting require-
ments applicable to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs procurement of certain goods 
and services covered under the Ability One 
program, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I further ask that 
the Tester substitute amendment be 
considered and agreed to; that the bill, 
as amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1555), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Veterans Affairs Contracting Preference 
Consistency Act of 2020’’. 
SEC. 2. EXCEPTION TO DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS SMALL BUSINESS 
CONTRACTING REQUIREMENT FOR 
CERTAIN GOODS AND SERVICES 
COVERED UNDER ABILITY ONE PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section 
8127 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Except’’ and inserting ‘‘(1) 
Except’’; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘in paragraph (2) and’’ be-
fore ‘‘in subsections (b) and (c)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2)(A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) and 
except as provided by subparagraph (B) of 
this paragraph, with respect to the procure-
ment of a covered product or service, a con-
tracting officer of the Department shall pro-
cure such product or service from a source 
designated under chapter 85 of title 41, and in 
accordance with the regulations prescribed 
under such chapter. 

‘‘(B)(i) Subject to clause (ii), subparagraph 
(A) shall not apply in the case of a covered 
product or service for which a contract was— 

‘‘(I) awarded under paragraph (1) after De-
cember 22, 2006; and 

‘‘(II) in effect on the day before the date of 
the enactment of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Contracting Preference Con-
sistency Act of 2020. 

‘‘(ii) Clause (i) shall cease to apply to a 
covered product or service described in such 
clause upon a determination of the Secretary 
that when the current contract for the cov-
ered product or service is terminated or ex-
pires there is no reasonable expectation 
that— 

‘‘(I) two or more small business concerns 
owned and controlled by veterans will sub-
mit offers as described in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(II) the award can be made at a fair and 
reasonable price that offers best value to the 
United States. 

‘‘(C) In this paragraph, the term ‘covered 
product or service’ means— 

‘‘(i) a product or service that— 
‘‘(I) is included on the procurement list 

under section 8503(a) of title 41; and 
‘‘(II) was included on such procurement list 

on or before December 22, 2006; or 
‘‘(ii) a product or service that— 
‘‘(I) is a replacement for a product or serv-

ice described under clause (i); 
‘‘(II) is essentially the same and meeting 

the same requirement as the product or serv-
ice being replaced; and 

‘‘(III) a contracting officer determines 
meets the quality standards and delivery 
schedule of the Department.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sec-
tion is further amended in each of sub-

sections (b) and (c), by striking ‘‘For’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Except as provided in subsection 
(d)(2), for’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply with respect 
to a contract entered into on or after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

The bill (H.R. 4920), as amended, was 
ordered to a third reading, was read the 
third time, and passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MARCH 16, 
2020 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
now ask unanimous consent that when 
the Senate completes its business 
today, it adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, 
March 16; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be approved for 
their use later in the day, and morning 
business be closed; further, that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 6172; and that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the cloture motion 
filed during today’s session ripen at 
5:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY, 
MARCH 16, 2020, AT 3 P.M. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 5:53 p.m., adjourned until Monday, 
March 16, 2020, at 3 p.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nomination received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

MARK WESLEY MENEZES, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY 
SECRETARY OF ENERGY, VICE DAN R. BROUILLETTE, RE-
SIGNED. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate March 12, 2020: 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

JAMES P. DANLY, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION FOR 
THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2023. 
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