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product to us here in the Senate. We
cannot consider the legislation until
we get it, but I know that Senators on
both sides have spent the last several
days carefully studying the House pro-
posal, and I know that all of us are
eager to act quickly to support Amer-
ican workers, families, and small busi-
nesses.

Even more broadly, Senate Repub-
licans are absolutely convinced that
the House’s bill can only be the begin-
ning—just the beginning—of Congress’s
efforts to secure our economy and sup-
port American families. This is a
unique challenge—a unique challenge.
Unlike in any other tough cir-
cumstances, our short-term goal is not
simply to bring economic activity
right back to normal starting tomor-
row. Instead, our task is to secure the
historically strong foundation of our
Nation’s economy and support Ameri-
cans during this period when public
health may require that some normal
activities simply be scaled back.

I have spoken with countless col-
leagues and committee chairmen over
the last several days. We agree there
are three major areas where the Senate
must continue to develop bold and bi-
partisan action:

No. 1, we will need to take further
steps to assist individual Americans
and families with financial challenges
in the weeks and months ahead.

No. 2, we will need to further signifi-
cant actions to secure our Nation’s
economy—particularly Main Street
small businesses—and safeguard our
historically strong economic founda-
tion through this period.

No. 3, we will need further steps to
ready our healthcare system and sup-
port our Nation’s medical profes-
sionals.

The Senate majority is already work-
ing toward next steps on all three of
those fronts. I hope further bold action
can be just as bipartisan and collabo-
rative as the process by which we
passed the first set of additional funds.
We must work with each other in the
bipartisan spirit this moment de-
mands—and with the administration
and the House—to deliver results for
our country.

———

USA FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2020

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, on one other important matter,
late last night, several critical authori-
ties that law enforcement uses to keep
Americans safe lapsed into expiration.
Barring Senate action, these important
tools, which help protect the homeland
from terrorists and counter foreign in-
telligence activities on U.S. soil, will
remain offline.

Fortunately, in the weeks leading up
to this deadline, the Attorney General
engaged in extensive bipartisan talks
with Members of the House—of both
parties—to try to reach a solution. The
resulting legislation, which the House
passed last week by large margins
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within each party, strikes a key bal-
ance. It reauthorizes the tools which
our national security requires, while
also imposing a number of new reforms
which basic accountability demands.

We can’t let the relative success of
these tools at preserving the safety and
security of our country mislead us to
believe they are unnecessary. It is just
the opposite. Terrorist organizations
still search constantly for opportuni-
ties to strike on American soil. Hostile
foreign intelligence services—whether
Chinese, Russian, or Iranian—still seek
to conduct operations within our bor-
ders, to recruit assets and agents
among our population.

These threats will not wait around if
the United States delays restocking
our toolbox, so the Senate should not
wait to act. I sincerely hope that even
our colleagues who may wish to vote
against the House bill will not make us
prolong this brief lapse in authorities
and that we will be able to get these
tools back online this week.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

USA FREEDOM REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2020—MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 6172, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 440,
H.R. 6172, a bill to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to prohibit
the production of certain business records,
and for other purposes.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first
let me thank the staff who are here
today under these difficult cir-
cumstances—here at the desk, the Ser-
geant at Arms, the doorkeepers, the
police officers, and the many others
who are here today. We thank them, as
always. They are the unsung heroes of
the Senate.

The
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Now, as the Senate returns this week
in a time of extraordinary challenge
for our country, COVID-19, known as
the coronavirus, continues to spread
rapidly. In less than a week, the num-
ber of confirmed cases in the United
States has grown from around 1,000 to
well over 4,000. The actual number of
cases is probably higher.

Here in the Capitol, public tours are
suspended, and much of our staff is
working from home. In a further effort
to limit interactions, Senate Demo-
crats will not be holding our regular
caucus lunch, which will instead be
conducted by conference call.

In my home State of New York alone,
there are nearly 1,000 confirmed cases.
The State is doing everything in its
power to treat those afflicted, to pre-
pare for future cases, and to limit the
spread of the virus. Residents in the
tristate area—New York, New Jersey,
and Connecticut—are now under new
restrictions on gatherings at bars, res-
taurants, and other public places.

I urge everyone to stay safe and to
listen to the advice of public health ex-
perts. Practice good hygiene, follow
the recommendations issued by State
and Federal governments about public
gatherings, and please—please—stay
home if you feel sick.

As these important safeguards go
into effect, there will be economic con-
sequences. Businesses will face short-
falls. Employees will not be able to
work. Families will bear the responsi-
bility of childcare as school closures
mount. For millions of families who
live paycheck to paycheck, for parents
who have to choose between keeping
their jobs or taking care of their kids,
and for so many others—the small
business owner who has no liquidity
even though it was a healthy business
a few weeks ago—these are all very,
very difficult times. The Congress and
the Federal Government as a whole
must take steps immediately to pro-
vide relief to those American workers,
families, and businesses.

Last Friday, the House of Represent-
atives passed legislation to provide for
free coronavirus testing, extensions of
paid sick leave, food assistance for
schoolkids and the elderly, and assist-
ance to States overburdened by Med-
icaid costs and expanded unemploy-
ment insurance. The Senate should
take up this bill and pass it imme-
diately by consent—today. We cannot
wait.

It was my preference to keep the
Senate in session over the weekend so
that we could have passed this bill al-
ready, but Leader MCCONNELL—regret-
tably and almost inexplicably—decided
to send everyone home and then call
them back today. Many Members on
my side of the aisle were extremely
upset by Leader MCCONNELL’s decision.
There should be no further delay in
passage of this legislation because,
surely, we must move on to other nec-
essary measures to address the
coronavirus and its widening impact on
the medical, economic, and social fab-
ric of this country.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-17T05:10:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




