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Truth telling to the American people
means recognizing the extraordinary,
unprecedented, historic magnitude of
the challenge before us. The scope and
scale of potential suffering can be re-
duced. We owe it to the American peo-
ple to act. There is no excuse for delay.
The failure to act is unconscionable
and inconceivable, given the mag-
nitude of the challenge but also given
the resolute and resilient spirit that I
have seen across Connecticut. Whether
it is with Americans donating to people
who need it—supplies and other kinds
of necessities—or the spirit of giving
that I have seen among faith leaders
and public officials, the courage of po-
lice and firefighters and emergency re-
sponders, and the dedication of
healthcare providers, whether it is in
hospitals or clinics like Charter Oak in
Hartford and across Connecticut, ev-
erywhere that I have visited, I have
seen that American spirit coming for-
ward—the great, positive spirit of
America and the ingenuity. That was
the word that one of the small business
people this morning used to myself and
David Griggs at the MetroHartford Al-
liance. The ingenuity of meeting this
challenge, whether it is in research for
new vaccines or devising new ways to
deliver the tests or providing for more
ventilators and intensive care units—
that ingenuity is truly American. The
dedication of those healthcare givers,
first responders, small business people,
local officials, and others around the
State and around the country ought to
inspire us to do better and to take this
vote and do our job.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE
ISSUANCE OF A PROCLAMATION
DECLARING A NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY WITH RESPECT TO THE
OUTBREAK OF CORONAVIRUS
DISEASE (COVID-19) THAT IN-
VOKES SECTION 1135 OF THE SO-
CIAL SECURITY ACT, TO ALLOW
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES TO EXER-
CISE AUTHORITY UNDER THAT
SECTION TO TEMPORARILY
WAIVE OR MODIFY CERTAIN RE-
QUIREMENTS OF THE MEDICARE,
MEDICAID, AND STATE CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAMS AND OF THE HEALTH
INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT PRIVACY
RULE THROUGHOUT THE DURA-
TION OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCY, RECEIVED DURING
ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE
ON MARCH 13, 2020—PM 53

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 201 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621),
I hereby report that I have exercised
my authority to declare that the out-
break of coronavirus disease (COVID-
19) in the United States constitutes a
national emergency. This declaration
invokes section 1135 of the Social Secu-
rity Act, 42 U.S.C. 1320b-5, to allow the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to exercise the authority under
that section to temporarily waive or
modify certain requirements of the
Medicare, Medicaid, and State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance programs and
of the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act Privacy Rule
throughout the duration of the public
health emergency declared in response
to the COVID-19 outbreak.

I am enclosing a copy of the procla-
mation I have issued.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 13, 2020.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 3:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 760. An act to enable registered appren-
ticeship programs to better serve veterans,
and for other purposes.

S. 893. An act to require the President to
develop a strategy to ensure the security of
next generation mobile telecommunications

March 16, 2020

systems and infrastructure in the United
States and to assist allies and strategic part-
ners in maximizing the security of next gen-
eration mobile telecommunications systems,
infrastructure, and software, and for other
purposes.

S. 1678. An act to express United States
support for Taiwan’s diplomatic alliances
around the world.

H.R. 1365. An act to make technical correc-
tions to the Guam World War II Loyalty
Recognition Act.

H.R. 4334. An act to amend the Older Amer-
icans Act of 1965 to authorize appropriations
for fiscal years 2020 through 2024, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 4803. An act to facilitate the auto-
matic acquisition of citizenship for lawful
permanent resident children of military and
Federal Government personnel residing
abroad, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. GRASSLEY).

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following bill,
in which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 6160. An act to extend the chemical
facility anti-terrorism standards program of
the Department of Homeland Security.

The message also announced that
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2761, and the
order of the House of January 3, 2019,
the Speaker appoints the following
Members on the part of the House of
Representatives to the British-Amer-
ican Interparliamentary Group: Mr.
MEEKS of New York, Ms. DELBENE of
Washington, Mr. KILMER of Wash-
ington, Mr. GOMEz of California, and
Mr. CrROW of Colorado.

The message further announced that
pursuant to Executive Order No. 12131,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2019, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Members on the part of the
House of Representatives to the Presi-
dent’s Export Council: Mr. LARSON of
Connecticut, Ms. DELBENE of Wash-
ington, and Mr. GOMEZ of California.

The message also announced that
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d, and the
order of the House of January 3, 2019,
the Speaker appoints the following
Members on the part of the House of
Representatives to the Canada-United
States Interparliamentary Group: Mr.
MEEKS of New York, Mr. PETERSON of
Minnesota, Mr. DEFAZIO of Oregon, Mr.
LARSEN of Washington, Ms. DELBENE of
Washington, and Mr. MORELLE of New
York.

————

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, March 16, 2020, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bills:

S. 760. An act to enable registered appren-
ticeship programs to better serve veterans,
and for other purposes.

S. 893. An act to require the President to
develop a strategy to ensure the security of
next generation mobile telecommunications
systems and infrastructure in the United
States and to assist allies and strategic part-
ners in maximizing the security of next gen-
eration mobile telecommunications systems,
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