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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. CASTOR of Florida).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 23, 2020.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KATHY CAS-
TOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, thank You for giving
us another day. Send Your spirit of
peace and comity among the Members
of the people’s House. These are days of
great political, social, and economic
stress in our Nation, and those whose
work is to legislate through this pan-
demic are naturally under considerable
pressure. Give us all patience, espe-
cially with one another.

May all our citizens, in the midst of
great turmoil, be filled with gratitude
for those in our Nation whose work
must go on when it would be so easy
not to assume their responsibility to
do so. Continue to bless those whose
life’s work is in service to public safe-
ty, be it police, medical professionals,
or those producing and delivering our
daily necessities.

May everything done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to section 7(a) of House Resolution

891, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR ADOPTION OF H.
RES. 935, ESTABLISHING A SE-
LECT SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE
CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Mr. McCGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 116-419) on the
resolution (H. Res. 938) providing for
the adoption of the resolution (H. Res.
935) establishing a Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus Crisis as
a select investigative subcommittee of
the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

————

PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION OF H.
RES. 935, ESTABLISHING A SE-
LECT SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE
CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 938 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 938
Resolved, That House Resolution 935 is
hereby adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), the

distinguished ranking member of the
Rules Committee, pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
before we get into the resolution before
us, I want to speak to my colleagues
about an important issue.

Over the last several weeks, I have
heard from Democrats and Repub-
licans, who have expressed concern
that we, as a House, are not adequately
prepared to do our business during a
pandemic. They are right.

Over a month ago, I prepared a report
that I sent to everyone in the House—
Democrats and Republicans—about
possible ways that we could operate re-
motely. I received constructive feed-
back from both sides of the aisle, and
this week I released text of a proposal
that I hoped could have been voted on
today.

The Republican leader had some ob-
jections to that proposal, and our
Speaker has agreed to continue the
conversation for 2 more weeks. I have
always believed that, whenever pos-
sible, any changes to our rules should
be bipartisan, and I still believe that.

However, the status quo, in my opin-
ion, is unacceptable and dangerous. I
am not talking about to Members of
Congress; more importantly, it is dan-
gerous to everyone we come in contact
with.

The year is 2020. Technology has ad-
vanced and improved considerably over
the last 231 years. And, yes, there are
problems with some of the technology
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