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the National Institutes of Health that
if we can test their experiment better
at our facility than they can, bring it
over here to test it over here. We need
an all-out effort to get this economy
going again. We need an all-out effort
to get people’s health secure. Once that
has happened, I think we will see all
those things come together.

I think we made great strides. I
haven’t heard anybody say in some
time on this issue that Congress just
hasn’t provided enough resources to do
this job on the testing, therapeutics,
and the medical device side of this or
the personal protective equipment side
of this. People looked at what the Con-
gress has stepped up and done and said
the Congress has given us the tools.

The administration, the research of
scientists of America, American phar-
maceutical companies, and the medical
companies have to step in. I believe
they are stepping in. Let’s break some
records here. Let’s do some things
quicker with the same amount of safe-
ty that we have done in the past. There
is a dynamic need to do this. The
American people understand why it
needs to be done. People all over the
world will benefit from our leadership
here. I think we are seeing it.

Hopefully, we can continue on these
efforts to have the bipartisan deter-
mination to win these two fights: the
fight against the virus and the fight for
the economy that the American people
deserve.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. CARPER. Madam President, be-
fore our colleague and friend from Mis-
souri leaves the floor, I want to thank
him for a very thoughtful presentation.
I want to thank him for that and for
his leadership. I know he has other
places to go. I am glad I was here to
hear that.

I wasn’t sure if I would continue
wearing my mask. I saw the Presiding
Officer was wearing theirs and I said:
Well, I will keep wearing mine, too. All
our staff on the floor, including one of
the staff who takes down our words for
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and folks
who accept documents at the desk in
front of us are all wearing masks. I was
wearing a mask earlier today going
into a markup at a business meeting in
the Environment and Public Works
Committee. They were also wearing
masks.

As I was about to go into the busi-
ness meeting, there was a Capitol po-
lice officer there. I said to her: How are
you doing today?

She said: I am doing fine.

I said: Any idea how many of our
Capitol police officers have been in-
fected and developed symptoms or had
the virus at some point in recent
weeks?

She said: I believe it is somewhere
between 15 and 20.

This came as a surprise to me. We
haven’t heard that much about it. I
have been here to vote several times
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this afternoon. I was coming here to
say a few words about legislation we
passed unanimously out of the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee.
I was passing a number of Capitol po-
lice officers, people who clean the
building, maintain the building, and
folks who serve food in the cafeteria so
that the people who are working here
have something to eat. They were al-
most  without exception wearing
masks.

The reason why it is important for us
to do that is because they are at risk.
We, as leaders, need to exhibit and lead
by our example. I know my colleagues
endeavor to do that. It is important.
These are people who serve our country
just as we do. They deserve not just our
respect and our thanks, but they de-
serve our protection. For everybody for
whom maybe it is something they are
uncomfortable doing, not used to
doing, like hand sanitizing, washing
their hands every other hour or even
more, these are good things, not just
for us but for the people who are serv-
ing this country here with us in our
Nation’s Capital.

I did come here today to say those
words from my heart, and I wanted to
share them with you and others.

—————

AMERICA’S WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT OF 2020

Mr. CARPER. I have come today to
talk about a couple of bills that the
Senate Committee on Environment and
Public Works reported out today
unanimously that would vastly im-
prove our Nation’s water infrastruc-
ture. What does infrastructure include?
It includes the pipes that bring us our
water or that take our wastewater
where it can be treated.

Infrastructure includes our dams, in-
cludes our harbors, our ports, our wa-
terways—all that and a whole lot more.

When we talk about improving our
water infrastructure, what we are real-
ly talking about is keeping the prom-
ises afforded to every American
through the Declaration of Independ-
ence.

Remember those words: life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness? The legis-
lation that we acted on today—the two
bills that will be combined into one
later on, on the floor—called the Water
Resources Development Act, the under-
lying message is that our work today
directly reflects those words in the
Declaration of Independence: life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Certainly, none of those things—Ilife,
liberty, the pursuit of happiness—are
possible without access to clean water,
whether it is to wash our hands or to
drink. We can’t have life without clean
water to drink. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has reminded us of that too—
just how important it is to have access
to clean water to wash our hands and
soap to wash our hands. We are re-
minded daily—I would say almost
hourly—to wash our hands with soap
and water. It is a simple yet effective
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way to prevent the spread of this dead-
ly, virulent disease.

In our committee today, the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee,
Senator SULLIVAN from Alaska talked
about the Native Americans who live
in his State who don’t have running
water. They don’t have a spigot to turn
on. They don’t even have the ability to
flush toilets. For them, the idea that
you can actually do those things is just
a dream that they could never imagine
being realized. The thing is that too
many communities across our country
do not have access to clean water be-
cause of harmful contamination in
their groundwater or water supply
pipes.

Sadly, this public health disparity
usually goes hand in hand with eco-
nomic opportunity. While water is the
essence of life, it is also an essential
part of our economy. More than 99 per-
cent of the U.S. overseas trade—more
than 99 percent of U.S. overseas trade—
moves through our waterways. Imagine
that. Most people would never imagine
that. Our Nation’s water infrastruc-
ture, our ports, our shipping channels,
and other related projects support eco-
nomic growth, facilitate commerce,
sustain jobs, and create new jobs as
well.

Americans cannot truly pursue hap-
piness without the economic oppor-
tunity that comes with having strong
water infrastructure, a lot of which we
can’t see—we have been joined on the
floor by the chairman of our com-
mittee. There are pipes and wastewater
treatment plants and the facilities that
clean the water for us; we don’t see
those. Fortunately, somebody does—
somebody builds them, somebody
maintains them—in order for us to
have that life, liberty, and pursuit of
happiness.

Well, today, our committee, led by
JOHN BARRASSO, Senator from Wyo-
ming—I happen to have the privilege of
being the ranking Democrat on that
committee—we approved two bills that
are going to help us keep those prom-
ises laid out in that Declaration of
Independence—life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.

America’s Water Infrastructure Act
of 2020 and the Drinking Water Infra-
structure Act of 2020 will help the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency make
improvements to key water infrastruc-
ture systems throughout our country.
The programs we passed in our com-
mittee today will support the Army
Corps of Engineers’ operation and
maintenance of—listen to this—13,000
miles of commercial, deep-draft ship
channels—13,000 miles—and 12,000 miles
of commercial inland waterways.

I had explained earlier, Mr. Chair-
man, before you joined, how 99 percent
of the cargo that we send to other
countries or that comes to us comes by
ship. It doesn’t come by airplanes; it
doesn’t come by train. It comes by
ships. Those ships don’t move without
waterways largely maintained by the
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Army Corps of Engineers. These are lit-
tle known projects that keep our econ-
omy moving. They are essential to our
way of life as well. What comes into
the Port of Los Angeles today will be
on shelves in stores in the Midwest a
day or so later.

In Delaware, we have a port on the
Delaware River. It is called the Port of
Wilmington, not far from where my
wife and I live. It supports more than
19,000 jobs in our region. For a big
State, 19,000 jobs is not much. For
Delaware, that is a huge deal.

The Port of Wilmington is the United
States’ top seaport for fresh fruit im-
ports. If you happen to live in the east-
ern part of the United States and you
got up and had cereal this morning
with some banana on your cereal, there
is a good chance that that banana
came through Port Wilmington.

The Army Corps is working dili-
gently with our port on an expansion
project that will open a channel to a
new containment facility just a couple
miles north of the current port along
the Delaware River. The Army Corps is
responsible for dredging and maintain-
ing access to this new channel which,
over time, will support more com-
merce, more jobs for our region—not
just for our State, but for our region.
For such a small State, if you were to
stand and draw a circle around the
house where my wife and I live, in
about a 10-mile radius, you cover New
Jersey, you cover Pennsylvania, you
get pretty darn close to Maryland as
well. So the impact will be regional.

In addition to authorizing necessary
Corps projects, the two bills that we re-
ported out of our committee today
unanimously included authorizing the
Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund for
the first time since 1987. We used to be
able to provide grant programs to fund
water projects in States, to help fund
water projects, to help fund wastewater
treatment projects in our States, and
we changed that when Ronald Reagan
was President, and then we have these
revolving loan funds. The Federal Gov-
ernment replenishes them every now
and then. The States invest the money
out of those funds, but we haven’t reau-
thorized the Clean Water Revolving
Fund which focuses less on drinking
water and more on cleaning water, re-
ducing the effluent it is putting out in
our community. So many of our com-
munities rely on these funds to im-
prove their wastewater systems.

In the drinking water bill, a cor-
ollary, we also authorized more than a
half billion dollars to provide critical
drinking water infrastructure through
the Small and Disadvantaged Commu-
nities grant program. I just talked ear-
lier, when I spoke of Senator DAN SUL-
LIVAN’s comments at our hearing
today, we talked about Native Amer-
ican communities in his State who
don’t have flush toilets. In a number of
cases, they don’t turn on the faucets
and the clean water just comes out.
There are other communities, not just
there, in my State at one time, not
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long ago, in other States where there
are disadvantaged communities, and
we have a grant program that we are
going to use to help more and more of
them—not all of them—and this will
help us keep the promise of clean and
safe drinking water, maybe not for
every American, but more Americans,
no matter what their ZIP Code is or
what kind of bank account they have.

I think of Matthew 25—I don’t care
what our faith is—Matthew 25 starts
out with these words: When I was
thirsty, did you give me a drink; when
I was hungry, did you feed me?

Well, when I was thirsty and I didn’t
have any clean water to drink, what
did you do about it? Well, in this bill,
we do something about it, and I am
proud of what we have done.

As we work to ensure clean water for
all, our drinking water bill will con-
tinue our work to address what are
called ‘‘forever chemicals.” A forever
chemical is a chemical that doesn’t de-
grade, and there is a word that is about
a mile long—there are a couple of
words that describe it—we call it
PFAS. That is the acronym. I am not
big on acronyms, but I like this one a
lot. There are thousands of ‘‘forever
chemicals’” that just don’t degrade in
our environment. For the most part,
they are not dangerous, but a couple of
them are really dangerous, and they
can lead to thyroid and liver disorders.
They can increase the risk of cancer.
They can adversely affect people’s im-
mune systems. We have a pretty good
idea of which ones they are, and we
need to do something about it.

We sought to do that early this year
and late last year, through other legis-
lation. We have an opportunity with
the bill that we reported out today to
do more good work on addressing these
forever chemicals. One of the ways is
by developing a clean drinking water
standard for two of them that are most
concerning: PFOA and PFOS. Between
today, reporting the bill out of com-
mittee, and the time we come back to
the floor to debate it here, we have an
opportunity, I hope, to do even more
good work in addressing that.

Madam President, I know you have a
military base in your State. I have
been to one or two of them. We have
one big military base in our State, the
Dover Air Force Base. It is the biggest
employer in the central and southern
part of our State: 6,000 uniformed and
civilian personnel. They have some of
the biggest planes in the world, C-5, C-
17. It is a cargo base. It has been recog-
nized many times as the best cargo
base in the world, best Air Force base
in the world too.

About b, 6, 7 years ago, one of our C-
bs took off—they fly around the
world—they had a full load of fuel, full
load of cargo, and as they took off, the
flight engineer noticed that an engine
light came on from one of the engines—
not a good sign—and the flight engi-
neer turned off-not that engine—
turned off another engine, and then he
had two engines working and two en-
gines not working.
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Long story short, the airplane came
around and tried to land again where it
had just taken off. It crashed a mile
short of the runway, and fortunately,
nobody was killed. The fire department
came rushing out and foamed down the
area and helped put out the fire. No-
body died.

I am sad to say that, when I was on
Active Duty as a naval flight officer at
a naval air station one morning, driv-
ing into work many years ago, there
was a huge fire. One NASA airplane,
big plane, landed on top of one of the
Navy airplanes. It killed everybody. I
think one person survived in the whole
crash. Again, folks, firefighters rushed
out and tried to save lives with this
firefighting foam.

The true irony is that the fire-
fighting foam which is used to save
lives in air crashes actually, when it
rains, it gets washed into the ground
and a lot of times ends up in wells and
groundwater that people drink and
consume, and it creates very serious
health results for them.

At any rate, between today and the
time our bills come to the floor, we
hope to make a lot more progress in
adjusting those for everyone.

While millions of Americans rely on
the Army Corps projects to safely navi-
gate our waters, stay safe from flood-
ing and storm damage, and reap the
benefits of healthy aquatic ecosystems
and marshlands, we know impacts of
climate change propose a real threat to
public safety and to the durability of
our infrastructure.

I would like to use the example of
Ellicott City, MD—not even 30, 40 miles
from here. A couple years ago, within
18 months of each other, they had two
1,000-year floods. What is a 1,000-year
flood? It is a flood that is supposed to
occur every 1,000 years. We had two of
them within 18 months of each other,
and we are seeing that kind of extreme
weather in places all over the country,
and not only does it wreak havoc at
our homes and our businesses and our
transportation system, but also our
drinking water systems.

One of the things that we do in our
bill is to address that. These two bills
expand grants that will help small and
medium-sized communities increase
the resiliency of their water systems to
natural hazards and extreme weather,
like what was experienced in Ellicott
City and any number of places around
our country.

Before 1 yield the floor to my friend
and colleague, our chairman, JOHN
BARRASSO, who is patiently waiting for
me to stop talking, I want to thank
him again. I already thanked him once,
but now that he is here, I want to
thank him again. I want to thank him
for his leadership and helping us to
move this legislation through. We have
all heard the saying—I think it was Joe
Biden that said it—just because some-
body is my adversary or somebody is
on the other side of the aisle, they
don’t have to be my enemy.

We are actually—don’t let this word
get out in Wyoming—I think we could
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say we are friends and we like to work
together. Our staffs, most days, like to
work together, hopefully. But I want to
thank his staff.

I want to thank all the Senators. He
and I pleaded with our colleagues from
all 50 States to give us their ideas of
what should go into this bill, and a
bunch of our colleagues—a majority of
them—did that. So it is not just some-
thing we dreamed up in our committee,
but had great input from a whole
bunch of our colleagues, Democrats
and Republicans, and we were able to
put together a bill that passed our
committee unanimously.

I just want to mention the names of
a couple of people on both sides of the
aisle, and they include Richard Russell,
Brian Clifford, Andy Harding, Lizzie
Olsen, Susan Lucas, Craig Thomas,
Beth Lange, Christina Rabuse, Matt
Leggett, who worked for Senator BAR-
RASSO; and on my team, Mary Frances
Repko, our staff director, Mark
Mendenhall, Annie D’Amato, and John
Kane, who works harder than just
about any person I have ever had the
privilege of working with.

Lastly, Senator BARRASSO introduced
me last year or so to a fellow from Wy-
oming who had been nominated to be a
very senior official at the Commerce
Department, and he had been nomi-
nated for a position where he would be
Assistant Secretary of the Interior to
handle, among other things, national
parks, national wildlife refuges, fish
and wildlife—big job, important job for
all of our States—certainly mine and
certainly Wyoming.

During his testimony, Rob Wallace
testified, I thought, so well, and it is
hard not to like the guy. I liked him al-
most immediately, but he said these
words to our committee. He said: Bi-
partisan solutions are lasting solu-
tions. That is what he said: Bipartisan
solutions are lasting solutions.

I sat there that day thinking: Boy, he
nailed it. I have stolen that line—some-
times, I give him credit for it; some-
times, I don’t—but think about that.
Bipartisan solutions are lasting solu-
tions.

We need the lasting solutions. We es-
pecially need them with respect to
making sure those words in the Dec-
laration of Independence—life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness—aren’t
just words on a sheet of paper or old
words on a piece of parchment, but
they are real words today, and we have
renewed our commitment to them, and
we have done that with the legislation
we reported out of our committee.

We still have some work to do. Har-
bor maintenance, we need to try and
resolve that—people have strong views,
not always in sync with one another—
and the legislation on forever chemi-
cals and how do we deal with that in
ways that are smart and respect
science and enable us to make sure
that we better protect people’s health.

So these bills, in closing, are a win,
win, win, for our Nation’s economy, for
our public health, and for our environ-
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ment at a time we desperately need it.
As we face down the COVID-19 crisis
before us, I hope that these two pieces
of legislation will serve as a model for
how we can continue to work together,
which is what I intend to do with our
chairman.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,
before my friend and colleague, Sen-
ator CARPER from Delaware, leaves the
floor, I will tell you what a privilege it
is to work with him, and we have
worked together as partners on the En-
vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee. As you Kknow, every chair
works with a ranking member, and I
couldn’t have a better partner than I
have in ToM CARPER. He has been mag-
nificent in times, always trying to find
a right solution that is a bipartisan so-
lution, and we have done it again today
on the Environment and Public Works
Committee as we passed two major
pieces of water infrastructure legisla-
tion.

Last year, we passed highway legisla-
tion, and he is focused, as am I, on re-
building for America the highways, the
bridges, repairing as well the tunnels,
all of the areas—roads, bridges, ports,
riverways, reservoirs. I could not find a
better partner.

You know, it is interesting he men-
tioned Matthew 25, and if you read
Matthew 25, it was Ben Franklin’s fa-
vorite Bible verse. What Ben Franklin
would say is, if someone chose to live
their life by one Bible verse, if they
chose Matthew 25, he said, the world
would be a better place. ToM CARPER is
one who leads his life every day con-
sistent with the teaching and the read-
ings and the writings of the Gospel of
Matthew 25.

He mentioned my good friend Rob
Wallace from Wyoming, who is now the
Assistant Secretary of the Interior
overseeing parks, as well as fish and
wildlife for the country. Rob always
said, as was so quoted by our Ranking
Member CARPER, that bipartisan solu-
tions are the best solutions. He is
somebody who knows. He worked on
the Hill. He worked as a staffer for
former Senator Malcolm Wallop of Wy-
oming and then on the Energy Com-
mittee when Senator Wallop was so ac-
tively involved in those days in the
1980s and ’90s.

But the other thing that Rob Wallace
talked about, to which Senator CARPER
and I agree as well, is there are lands
in this great country that need to be
protected and preserved and passed on
because, as Rob pointed out that day,
he said whether it was John Muir, who
carried a stick, whether it was Ansel
Adams, who carried a camera, or Teddy
Roosevelt, who carried a gun all into
these vast areas of our country, they
all recognized, no matter what they
were carrying, the value that these
wonderful lands meant for the people of
our country, and we needed to make
sure that they were there for genera-
tions to come.
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I know that the work that Senator
CARPER is doing on this committee is
meant for generations to come, and it
is a privilege to work with him.

————

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
come for an additional reason, and that
is to tell you that in my home State of
Wyoming, we have reopened. We did
that starting last Friday. Many States
across the country are continuing to do
so, and people all across my home
State are ready, willing, able, and
needing to get back to work. We are
doing it safely, we are doing it smartly,
and we are following the guidelines set
out by the White House.

States all across the country are
doing it. Governors and local leaders
are reopening, and they are doing it in
a responsible way. As of today, over 30
States have reopened. On Thursday,
Michigan will reopen. On Friday, Penn-
sylvania, North Carolina, as well as
California will begin to reopen. By this
time next week, nearly 40 States will
have opened again.

Now, we do hear, on the other side of
the aisle, Democrats complaining
about wanting to do significant
amounts of additional spending. Ameri-
cans are busy getting back to work.
That is where our focus should be. Peo-
ple are packing their lunches. They are
taking proper precautions. They are
putting on their work gloves. They are
earning their keep. They aren’t looking
for favors. They are not looking for
frills from Washington. They just want
to do their jobs, and they want to
make sure that we do ours as well.

We have spent close to $3 trillion in
this country over the last 2 months,
and we have a duty to make sure that
money is spent properly and that we
got it right. We need to make sure we
are here and focused on work-friendly
policies, and this doesn’t necessarily
mean additional spending. It means
making it easier for the 30 million peo-
ple who currently are out of work and
who have lost their jobs to get back to
work sooner.

Our priorities are America’s prior-
ities: rebuilding the economy and jobs,
addressing the coronavirus, and help-
ing our health systems. Plenty of dol-
lars have started to go out the door.
Many more dollars, already approved,
are still slated to go to the American
people, to small businesses, to States,
and to our healthcare system. The $3
trillion doesn’t get spent overnight.
The support we have provided is find-
ing its way through the economy,
through the healthcare systems, and
through the States to the men and
women of America. States are looking
at the dollars coming in, and they are
figuring out how best to use the re-
sources. They are asking for more
flexibility, and I believe they need to
have more flexibility in how the money
is spent.

Senators and committees are here to
make sure that we get this right. We
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