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MENENDEZ, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. REED, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. ROSEN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mrs. LOEFFLER, Mr. DURBIN, and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 563 

Whereas National Women’s History Month 
recognizes and spreads awareness of the im-
portance of women in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas, throughout the history of the 
United States, whether in their homes, in 
their workplaces, in schools, in the courts, 
or during wartime, women have fought for 
themselves, their families, and all people of 
the United States; 

Whereas, in 1987, President Ronald Reagan 
issued a Presidential proclamation pro-
claiming March 1987 as ‘‘Women’s History 
Month’’; and 

Whereas, despite the advancements of 
women in the United States, much remains 
to be done to ensure that women realize 
their full potential as equal members of soci-
ety in the United States: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 2020 as ‘‘National 

Women’s History Month’’; 
(2) recognizes the celebration of National 

Women’s History Month as a time to reflect 
on the many notable contributions that 
women have made to the United States; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National Women’s History Month 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today in honor of Women’s History 
Month to recognize the tremendous 
achievements women have made for 
the United States and pay tribute to 
the vital role they have played in the 
political, economic, and social develop-
ment of this Nation. 

What began as a local celebration of 
women in Santa Rosa, California more 
than 40 years ago, has grown to become 
a nationally observed month of reflec-
tion on the many accomplishments of 
American women. 

Women’s History Month gives us the 
opportunity to honor the many con-
tributions women have made, while 
also inspiring the next generation of 
women leaders. 

I look upon the courage our prede-
cessors displayed with great admira-
tion, and I continue to be inspired by 
those who blazed the trail for women 
like me. 

This year, the United States cele-
brates the 100th anniversary of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, 
which guarantees women the right to 
vote. I am inspired by the progress 
we’ve made over the past 100 years and 
hopeful we will continue to build on 
that momentum toward full equality. 

When I first came to Washington in 
1992, they called it the ‘‘Year of the 
Woman.’’ Only two other women were 
serving in the Senate, and four women 
had just been elected to the chamber, 
myself included. 

Today, 26 women serve in the Senate 
and 105 women serve in the House, in-
cluding the only woman to have served 
as Speaker. 

I’m proud to say that my home State 
of California has now sent 43 women to 
Congress and leads all other States in 
this regard. 

Even at these historic levels, the 
number of women in Congress falls far 
short of the 51 percent of women mem-
bers we should expect based on the 
country’s demographics. 

I have great confidence that future 
generations of women will continue to 
rise up and help lead the way in build-
ing a better California and United 
States. 

As with government, the business 
world has been transformed by power-
ful women at the table, as have the 
fields of science, music, film, athletics, 
literature, and many more. 

Women also serve in critical roles in 
the military, with more than 200,000 ac-
tive-duty servicewomen proudly serv-
ing with honor, courage, and distinc-
tion and a growing number of women 
veterans representing every branch of 
service. 

The gains this Nation has made in 
terms of social progress would not have 
been possible without the extraor-
dinary efforts of women. As women 
have fought for themselves, their fami-
lies, and their communities, so too 
have they fought for all Americans. 

As a senator proudly representing 
California, I ask you to join me in cele-
brating the stories and greatness of 
American women who accomplished so 
much by continuing to defend the 
rights they worked so hard to attain. 

Thank you Mr. President and I yield 
the floor. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 38—TO ESTABLISH THE 
JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COM-
MITTEE ON INAUGURAL CERE-
MONIES FOR THE INAUGURATION 
OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT AND 
VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT OF THE 
UNITED STATES ON JANUARY 20, 
2021 

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 38 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT COM-

MITTEE. 
There is established a Joint Congressional 

Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies (in this 
resolution referred to as the ‘‘joint com-
mittee’’) consisting of 3 Senators and 3 Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives, to be 
appointed by the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
respectively. The joint committee is author-
ized to make the necessary arrangements for 
the inauguration of the President-elect and 
Vice President-elect of the United States on 
January 20, 2021. 
SEC. 2. SUPPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE. 

The joint committee— 
(1) is authorized to utilize appropriate 

equipment and the services of appropriate 
personnel of departments and agencies of the 
Federal Government, under arrangements 
between the joint committee and the heads 

of those departments and agencies, in con-
nection with the inaugural proceedings and 
ceremonies; and 

(2) may accept gifts and donations of goods 
and services to carry out its responsibilities. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 5 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They, 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 06, 
2020, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, May 05, 2020, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, May 06, 2020, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, May 06, 2020, 
at 2 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 06, 
2020, at 2 p.m., to conduct a hearing on 
the nomination of Justin R. Walker, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
FROM HOSTILITIES AGAINST 
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
THAT HAVE NOT BEEN AUTHOR-
IZED BY CONGRESS—VETO 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, has 
the Senate received the President’s 
veto message on S.J. Res. 68? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that the veto message on S.J. 
Res. 68 be considered as having been 
read, that it be printed in the RECORD, 
and spread in full upon the Journal. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The veto message is ordered to be 

printed in the RECORD, as follows: 
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To the Senate of the United States: 

I am returning herewith without my 
approval S.J. Res. 68, a joint resolution 
that purports to direct the President to 
terminate the use of United States 
Armed Forces in hostilities against 
Iran. This indefinite prohibition is un-
necessary and dangerous. It would 
weaken the President’s authority in 
violation of Article II of the Constitu-
tion, and endanger the lives of Amer-
ican citizens and brave service mem-
bers. 

This joint resolution is unnecessary 
because it rests upon a faulty premise. 
Due to my decisive actions and effec-
tive policies, the United States is not 
engaged in the use of force against 
Iran. As Commander in Chief, I will al-
ways defend our Nation against threats 
to our security. 

In response to an escalating series of 
attacks by Iran and Iranian-backed mi-
litias on United States forces and in-
terests in the Middle East, on January 
2, 2020, United States Armed Forces 
eliminated Qassem Soleimani, the head 
of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps-Qods Force as he was traveling 
in Iraq. The purposes of this strike 
were to protect United States per-
sonnel, deter Iran from conducting or 
supporting further attacks against 
United States forces and interests, de-
grade the ability of Iran and Qods 
Force-backed militias to conduct at-
tacks, and end Iran’s strategic esca-
lation of attacks against and threats to 
United States interests. 

On January 7, 2020, Iran launched 16 
ballistic missiles against United States 
and coalition forces in Iraq. These at-
tacks resulted in no fatalities. The 
next day, in an address to the Nation, 
I noted that ‘‘Iran appears to be stand-
ing down’’ and emphasized that ‘‘the 
United States is ready to embrace 
peace with all who seek it.’’ 

One day later, this resolution was in-
troduced. Its apparent aim was to pre-
vent an escalation in hostilities be-
tween the United States and Iran. Yet 
no such escalation has occurred over 
the past 4 months, contrary to the 
often dire and confident predictions of 
many. 

S.J. Res. 68 is also unnecessary be-
cause it incorrectly implies that the 
military airstrike against Qassem 
Soleimani in Iraq was conducted with-
out statutory authority. The resolu-
tion states that ‘‘the 2001 Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force (Public 
Law 107–40; 50 U.S.C. 1541 note) against 
the perpetrators of the 9/11 attack and 
the Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 
(Public Law 107–243; 50 U.S.C. 1541 
notes) do not serve as a specific statu-
tory authorization for use of force 
against Iran.’’ The strike against 
Soleimani, however, was fully author-
ized under both the Authorization for 
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Res-
olution of 2002 (‘‘2002 AUMF’’) and the 
President’s constitutional authorities 
as Commander in Chief and Chief Exec-
utive. 

The United States has long relied 
upon the 2002 AUMF to authorize the 
use of force for the purpose of estab-
lishing a stable, democratic Iraq and 
for addressing terrorist threats ema-
nating from Iraq. Such uses of force 
need not address only threats from the 
Iraqi Government apparatus, but may 
also address threats to the United 
States posed by militias, terrorist 
groups, or other armed groups in Iraq. 
This has been a consistent application 
of the statute across Administrations, 
including the last Administration, 
which relied upon it to conduct oper-
ations in response to attacks and 
threats by Iran-backed militias in Iraq. 
Moreover, under Article II, the Presi-
dent is empowered to direct the use of 
military force to protect the Nation 
from an attack or threat of imminent 
attack and to protect important na-
tional interests. 

In addition, S.J. Res. 68 is dangerous 
because it could hinder the President’s 
ability to protect United States forces, 
allies, and partners, including Israel, 
from the continued threat posed by 
Iran and Iranian-backed militias. The 
resolution states that it should not ‘‘be 
construed to prevent the United States 
from defending itself from imminent 
attack.’’ But this overlooks the Presi-
dent’s need to respond to threats be-
yond imminent attacks on the United 
States and its forces. 

Protecting the national security of 
the United States involves taking ac-
tions to de-escalate threats around the 
world, including threats posed by Iran 
and Iranian-backed militias. Iran and 
Iranian-backed militias have a long 
history of attacking United States and 
coalition forces. As demonstrated by 
the recent indirect fire attacks on Jan-
uary 26, 2020, on the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad and on March 11 and 14, 2020, 
on Camp Taji, Iraq, Iran and Iranian- 
backed militias continue to present a 
threat. This resolution would impede 
the President’s ability to counter ad-
versarial forces by anticipating their 
next moves and taking swift actions to 
address them decisively. 

For all of these reasons, I cannot sup-
port this joint resolution. My adminis-
tration has taken strong actions, with-
in statutory authority, to help keep 
our Nation safe, and I will not approve 
this resolution, which would under-
mine my ability to protect American 
citizens, service members, and inter-
ests. Therefore, it is my duty to return 
S.J. Res. 68 to the Senate without my 
approval. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 6, 2020. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that at 1:30 tomorrow, the Sen-
ate vote on passage of S.J. Res. 68, not-
withstanding the objections of the 
President to the contrary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

APPOINTMENT 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, upon the recommendation of 
the Majority Leader, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 105–292, as amended by Public 
Law 106–55, Public Law 107–228, and 
Public Law 112–75, reappoints the fol-
lowing individual to the United States 
Commission on International Religious 
Freedom: Anthony (Tony) R. Perkins 
of Louisiana (re-appointment). 

f 

ESTABLISHING THE JOINT CON-
GRESSIONAL COMMITTEE ON IN-
AUGURAL CEREMONIES FOR THE 
INAUGURATION OF THE PRESI-
DENT-ELECT AND VICE PRESI-
DENT-ELECT OF THE UNITED 
STATES ON JANUARY 20, 2021 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Con. Res. 38, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 38) to 

establish the Joint Congressional Committee 
on Inaugural Ceremonies for the inaugura-
tion of the President-elect and Vice Presi-
dent-elect of the United States on January 
20, 2021. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the concurrent resolution 
be agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 38) was agreed to. 

(The concurrent resolution is printed 
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted 
Resolutions.’’) 

f 

NATIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 562, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 562) designating 

March 25, 2020, as ‘‘National Cerebral Palsy 
Awareness Day’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with 
no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 562) was 
agreed to. 
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