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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Shall the joint resolution
pass, the objections of the President of
the United States to the contrary not-
withstanding?

The yeas and nays are required under
the Constitution.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR) and
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from Washington (Mrs. MUR-
RAY), the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCcHATZz), and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) are nec-
essarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 49,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 84 Leg.]

YEAS—49
Alexander Harris Peters
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Booker Jones Shaheen
Cant}vell Kgine Sinema
gardm ging . Smith
arper obuchar
Casey Leahy Egs;ﬁr
Cassidy Lee Van Hollen
Collins Manchin )
Coons Markey Warner
Cortez Masto Menendez Wa?ren
Duckworth Merkley Whitehouse
Durbin Murkowski Wyden
Feinstein Murphy Young
Gillibrand Paul
NAYS—44

Barrasso Gardner Risch
Blackburn Graham Roberts
Blunt Grassley Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Capito Hyde-Smith Sasse
Cornyn Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cotton Johnson Scott (SC)
Cramer Kennedy Shelby
Crapo Lankford N

Sullivan
Cruz Loeffler
Daines McConnell Thune
Enzi MoSally Tillis
Ernst Perdue Toomey
Fischer Portman Wicker

NOT VOTING—17

Brown Murray Stabenow
Burr Sanders
Moran Schatz

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 44.

Two-thirds of the Senators being
duly chosen and sworn, a quorum being
present and not having voted in the af-
firmative, the joint resolution on re-
consideration fails to pass over the
veto of the President of the United
States.

The majority leader.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 547.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Brian D. Montgomery, of
Texas, to be Deputy Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Brian D. Montgomery, of Texas, to
be Deputy Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, James
Lankford, John Barrasso, James E.
Risch, Steve Daines, David Perdue,
Shelley Moore Capito, Tom Cotton,
Cory Gardner, Marsha Blackburn, John
Cornyn, Kevin Cramer, Tim Scott,
Thom Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, Mike
Crapo.

The

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 339.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Troy D. Edgar, of California,
to be Chief Financial Officer, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
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move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Troy D. Edgar, of California, to be
Chief Financial Officer, Department of
Homeland Security.

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, James
Lankford, John Barrasso, James E.
Risch, Steve Daines, David Perdue,
Tom Cotton, Kevin Cramer, Cory Gard-
ner, Shelley Moore Capito, Marsha
Blackburn, John Cornyn, Tim Scott,
Thom Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, Mike
Crapo.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Maryland.

———

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to highlight the heroes of my
home State of Maryland who are work-
ing on the frontlines to fight COVID-
19.

On January 21, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention announced
the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in
the United States. Since then, the
number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in
the United States has ballooned to over
1.2 million cases and over 72,000 Ameri-
cans have died.

The CDC has designated the Balti-
more-Washington corridor as a
hotspot, as cases continue to rise in
the region. As of May 6, there have
been 28,163 confirmed cases of COVID-
19 and 1,290 confirmed deaths in the
State of Maryland. These are trying,
unprecedented times for all commu-
nities in America, and Maryland is no
different in this regard.

Fred Rogers once said that in times
of crisis, times like these, we should
“look for the helpers.” I would like to
take this time to recognize some of the
heroes who are helping communities in
Maryland.

I am very proud of our State’s hos-
pitals, distilleries, manufacturers, and
biomedical and pharmaceutical compa-
nies that have come together to per-
form their own testing, manufactured
personal protective equipment and
hand sanitizers, and are at the fore-
front of developing a vaccine.

Maryland is home to some of the
world’s premier academic medical sys-
tems, including the University of
Maryland Medical System and Johns
Hopkins University, which have been
critical in preparing our State for the
pandemic.

I am particularly proud of Johns
Hopkins’ coronavirus tracking system,
which public health officials worldwide
have come to rely on for up-to-date, ac-
curate information. I applaud Johns
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Hopkins officials and staff creating the
vital public health tool, which has al-
ready proven itself critical to fighting
this disease.

Lord Kelvin stated so long ago:

When you can measure what you are
speaking about, and express it in numbers,
you know something about it; but when you
cannot measure it, when you cannot express
it in numbers, your knowledge is of a meagre
and unsatisfactory kind.

In the early days of the pandemic in
Maryland, our State officials, like offi-
cials in most States, were desperately
searching for ways to increase testing
capacity. Johns Hopkins developed its
own coronavirus test to help meet de-
mand.

The university has been especially
helpful in Maryland’s effort to combat
the virus in nursing homes. Johns Hop-
kins has closely collaborated with
local nursing homes to train their em-
ployees and test residents to protect
our most vulnerable populations.

I commend Johns Hopkins’ inge-
nuity, which has been critical to ef-
forts to identify those afflicted with
COVID-19 and to prevent the spread of
the virus.

The University of Maryland Medical
System has stepped up to lead efforts
to address the devastating impact of
COVID-19 in our State’s minority com-
munities, which is likely due to the un-
derlying healthcare disparities. The
university has assembled a team of
public health experts to execute the
proposed Maryland Health Equity
COVID-19 Consortium. The consortium
will be critical to the developing of
strategies that inform our State’s re-
sponse efforts to protect our commu-
nities of color, who are more suscep-
tible to COVID-19.

Despite the immense burden Mary-
land’s small businesses are facing, they
have stepped up to help local hospitals,
nursing homes, and other frontline
workers.

Sagamore Spirits Distillery in Balti-
more is one such small business. Saga-
more has completely converted its op-
eration to distill corn ethanol to
produce hand sanitizers. The distillery
is sourcing its corn from Maryland
farmers.

Hardwire, an armor company on the
Eastern Shore in Pocomoke City, now
produces sustainable face shields that
can last up to 6 months. By the end of
this week, Hardwire will have shipped
out 1 million face shields to healthcare
workers, first responders, and others
on the frontline in the fight against
COVID-19. The demand for Hardwire’s
face shield is so great that it has hired
115 new employees, providing much
needed economic relief to communities
on the Eastern Shore.

In addition, Maryland’s world-leading
biomedical and pharmaceutical compa-
nies are working tirelessly to find a
vaccine for COVID-19.

AstraZeneca, a pharmaceutical and
life sciences company with research
and development facilities in Gaithers-
burg and Frederick, has partnered with
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the University of Oxford on a potential
vaccine that has already entered phase
1 clinical trials.

Emergent BioSolutions in Rockville
is collaborating with Johnson & John-
son on its lead COVID-19 vaccine can-
didate. Emergent BioSolutions will be
providing contract development and
manufacturing services in Maryland to
support Johnson & Johnson’s recently
announced commitment to supply 1 bil-
lion vaccines worldwide.

I would be remiss if I did not also
thank Maryland’s frontline healthcare
workers who risk their lives every day
to care for those with COVID-19. These
physicians, physician assistants,
nurses, lab technicians, EMT per-
sonnel, and many others go to work
day after day facing the unimaginable
strain of caring for patients who are
fighting this deadly virus and com-
forting their families.

These examples are by no means ex-
haustive. There are countless other
healthcare providers, law enforcement
agencies, nonprofits, small businesses,
higher education institutions, and indi-
vidual Marylanders pitching in to de-
feat COVID-19.

Marylanders are stocking grocery
shelves, driving buses, delivering gro-
ceries to elderly neighbors, hosting vir-
tual events to keep families and young
children entertained as they continue
to practice social distancing, and they
are making homemade face coverings
for those who need them. I have seen
my neighbors come together to make
lunch packs for families in need.

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., said, ‘“‘BEverybody can be
great because anybody can serve.’” The
COVID-19 pandemic is not testing our
character; it is revealing it. I am so
proud to represent all the great Mary-
landers who are serving on the
frontlines, and I will continue working
as hard as I can to ensure that we in
Congress are doing everything we can
to support them as they lead the fight
against COVID-19.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 3608

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, $3 tril-
lion. As best I can tell, that is how
much money the Congress has appro-
priated—let me amend that. That is
how much taxpayer money Congress
has appropriated to fight the
coronavirus and its aftermath—$3 tril-
lion. That is 12 zeros. Three trillion
dollars is 3,000 billion dollars.

These numbers take my breath away.
We spent this money even though we
don’t have it. We don’t even have 5 per-
cent of it. We borrowed every penny.
Our national debt will now be approxi-
mating, maybe exceeding $25 trillion.

The last coronavirus bill that we
passed, as you know, was the CARES
Act, but it was not the only bill. We
have passed a number of pieces of legis-
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lation to try to fight this virus and the
COVID-19 that it causes, and those
bills were very hard for me to vote for,
not because I don’t care about the
American people—I do, of course; we
all do—but because of the fact that this
is such a staggering amount of money.

I have spent my career in govern-
ment—more at the State government
level than the Federal Government
level—I have spent my career in gov-
ernment being cheap when it comes to
taxpayer money, and it bothers me, as
it should bother all of us, that we spent
money we don’t have.

I have driven all over Washington,
DC, and I can’t find the money tree.
These are taxpayer dollars. But I voted
for the bills, including but not limited
to the CARES Act, because it was clear
we had to do something. We had to ap-
propriate money to fight the virus. We
had to appropriate money to help peo-
ple and their businesses to recover eco-
nomically from the impact of the
virus.

We don’t know what works in the
CARES Act and what doesn’t work, and
we won’t know for a while. I suspect we
will look back and say: Well, this
measure was a pretty smart thing to
do—and with hindsight, but this meas-
ure fell a little bit short.

But already many of my colleagues,
and I say this with respect, have other
bills to spend even more money, pri-
marily to help State and local govern-
ment. It is like a Labor Day mattress
sale around here, the number of bills
flying around. Someone wants to spend
another $250 billion. Somebody else
wants to spend $500 billion and give it
to State and local government. Speak-
er PELOSI wants to spend $1 trillion. I
think all that is premature. I suggest
that we pause once again, we see what
works, we see what has worked, and see
what hasn’t worked.

Also, it would seem to me that any
fair-minded person would have to con-
clude that we should open up. Once we
open up government and see the eco-
nomic impact, we will have additional
information. And make no mistake
about it—we are going to have to open
up the economy again. I don’t see any
reason why we can’t both save lives
and save jobs.

But I want to make it clear that
every single one of these 3 trillion dol-
lars, as far as I am concerned, is a pre-
cious commodity because they come
from taxpayers.

The discussion that many of my col-
leagues have been having about spend-
ing additional money on top of the $3
trillion specifically for State and local
government seems to forget that we
have already appropriated an enormous
amount of money to State and local
government.

In my State, for example—I will just
take Louisiana—I think, as a result of
the CARES Act, we are going to re-
ceive about $3% billion, and I am very
grateful for every single penny. This
Congress appropriated $287 million for
public schools in Louisiana, $190 mil-
lion for universities, $623 million for
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