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SENATE RESOLUTION 565—RECOG-

NIZING THE HERITAGE, CUL-
TURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
AMERICAN INDIAN, ALASKA NA-
TIVE, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES 

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
UDALL, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. MORAN, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. MCSALLY, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. DAINES, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. 
HARRIS, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. STABENOW, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 565 

Whereas the United States celebrates Na-
tional Women’s History Month every March 
to recognize and honor the achievements of 
women throughout the history of the United 
States; 

Whereas an estimated 3,081,000 American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian 
women live in the United States; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women helped shape 
the history of their communities, Tribes, and 
the United States; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women contribute to 
their communities, Tribes, and the United 
States through work in many industries, in-
cluding business, education, science, medi-
cine, literature, fine arts, military service, 
and public service; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have fought to 
defend and protect the sovereign rights of 
Native Nations; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have dem-
onstrated resilience and courage in the face 
of a history of threatened existence, con-
stant removals, and relocations; 

Whereas more than 6,000 American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women 
bravely serve as members of the United 
States Armed Forces; 

Whereas more than 17,000 American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women 
are veterans who have made lasting con-
tributions to the United States military; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women broke down his-
torical gender barriers to enlistment in the 
military, including— 

(1) Inupiat Eskimo sharpshooter Laura 
Beltz Wright of the Alaska Territorial Guard 
during World War II; and 

(2) Minnie Spotted Wolf of the Blackfeet 
Tribe, the first Native American woman to 
enlist in the United States Marine Corps in 
1943; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for the United States, in-
cluding Lori Ann Piestewa, a member of the 
Hopi Tribe and the first woman in the United 
States military killed in the Iraq War in 
2003; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to the economic development of Native 
Nations and the United States as a whole, in-
cluding Elouise Cobell of the Blackfeet 
Tribe, a recipient of the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, who— 

(1) served as the treasurer of her Tribe; 

(2) founded the first Tribally owned na-
tional bank; and 

(3) led the fight against Federal mis-
management of funds held in trust for more 
than 500,000 Native Americans; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women own an esti-
mated 154,900 businesses; 

Whereas these Native women-owned busi-
nesses employ more than 50,000 workers and 
generate over $10,000,000,000 in revenues as of 
2016; 

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have opened an average of more 
than 17 new businesses each day since 2007; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have made sig-
nificant contributions to the field of medi-
cine, including Susan La Flesche Picotte of 
the Omaha Tribe, who is widely acknowl-
edged as the first Native American to earn a 
medical degree; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have contrib-
uted to important scientific advancements, 
including— 

(1) Floy Agnes Lee of Santa Clara Pueblo, 
who— 

(A) worked on the Manhattan Project 
during World War II; and 

(B) pioneered research on radiation biol-
ogy and cancer; 
(2) Native Hawaiian Isabella Kauakea Yau 

Yung Aiona Abbott, who— 
(A) was the first woman on the biological 

sciences faculty at Stanford University; 
and 

(B) was awarded the highest award in 
marine botany from the National Academy 
of Sciences, the Gilbert Morgan Smith 
medal, in 1997; and 
(3) Mary Golda Ross of the Cherokee Na-

tion, who— 
(A) is considered the first Native Amer-

ican engineer of the National Aeronautic 
and Space Administration; 

(B) helped develop spacecrafts for the 
Gemini and Apollo space programs; and 

(C) was recognized by the Federal Gov-
ernment on the 2019 $1 coin honoring Na-
tive Americans and their contributions; 
Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 

and Native Hawaiian women have achieved 
distinctive honors in the art of dance, in-
cluding Maria Tall Chief of the Osage Na-
tion, who was the first major prima ballerina 
of the United States and was a recipient of a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Ken-
nedy Center; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have accom-
plished notable literary achievements, in-
cluding Northern Paiute author Sarah 
Winnemucca Hopkins, who wrote and pub-
lished one of the first Native American auto-
biographies in United States history in 1883; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have regularly 
led efforts to revitalize and maintain Native 
cultures and languages, including— 

(1) Tewa linguist and teacher Esther Mar-
tinez, who developed a Tewa dictionary and 
was credited with revitalizing the Tewa lan-
guage; and 

(2) Native Hawaiian scholar Mary Kawena 
Pukui, who published more than 50 academic 
works and was considered the most noted 
Hawaiian translator of the 20th century; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have excelled in 
athletic competition and created opportuni-
ties for other female athletes within their 
sport, including Rell Kapoliokaehukai Sunn, 
who— 

(1) ranked as longboard surfing champion 
of the world; and 

(2) co-founded the Women’s Professional 
Surfing Association in 1975, the first profes-
sional surfing tour for women; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have played a 
vital role in advancing civil rights, pro-
tecting human rights, and safeguarding the 
environment, including Elizabeth Wana-
maker Peratrovich of the Tlingit Nation, 
who— 

(1) helped secure the passage of the Anti- 
Discrimination Act of 1945 of the Alaska Ter-
ritory, the first anti-discrimination law in 
the United States; and 

(2) was recognized by the Federal Govern-
ment on the 2020 $1 coin honoring Native 
Americans and their contributions; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have succeeded 
as judges, attorneys, and legal advocates, in-
cluding Eliza ‘‘Lyda’’ Conley, a Wyandot- 
American lawyer and the first Native woman 
admitted to argue a case before the Supreme 
Court of the United States in 1909; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women have paved the 
way for women in the law, including Native 
Hawaiian Emma Kailikapiolono Metcalf 
Beckley Nakuina, who served as the first fe-
male judge in Hawaii; 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women are dedicated 
public servants, holding important positions 
in State governments, local governments, 
the Federal judicial branch, and the Federal 
executive branch; 

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women have served as remarkable Trib-
al councilwomen, Tribal court judges, and 
Tribal leaders, including Wilma Mankiller, 
who— 

(1) was the first woman elected to serve as 
Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation; and 

(2) fought for Tribal self-determination and 
the improvement of the community infra-
structure of her Tribe; 

Whereas Native Hawaiian women have also 
led their People through notable acts of pub-
lic service, including Kaahumanu, who was 
the first Native Hawaiian woman to serve as 
regent of the Kingdom of Hawaii; 

Whereas the United States should continue 
to invest in the future of American Indian, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian women 
to address the barriers they face, including 
access to justice, health care, and opportuni-
ties for educational and economic advance-
ment; and 

Whereas American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women are the life 
givers, the culture bearers, and the care-
takers of Native peoples who have made pre-
cious contributions, enriching the lives of all 
people of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates and honors the successes of 

American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native 
Hawaiian women and the contributions they 
have made and continue to make to the 
United States; and 

(2) recognizes the importance of supporting 
equity, providing safety, and upholding the 
interests of American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 566—COM-
MEMORATING THE 80TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KATYN MAS-
SACRE 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

RISCH, and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 566 

Whereas, on August 23, 1939, Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union secretly pledged non-
aggression toward one another through the 
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Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, in which they di-
vided Poland between themselves; 

Whereas Nazi Germany invaded Poland 
from the west on September 1, 1939, and the 
Soviet Union invaded Poland from the east 
on September 17, 1939; 

Whereas over 60,000 Polish soldiers died in 
combat defending Poland from these inva-
sions; 

Whereas, after the Red Army invaded Po-
land, it captured thousands of Polish mili-
tary personnel and civilians, many of whom 
had fled east from the Nazi invasion; 

Whereas the Soviet People’s Commissariat 
for Internal Affairs, or NKVD, took charge of 
the Polish prisoners from the Red Army and 
transferred them to the Kozelsk, Starobilsk, 
and Ostashkov internment camps in the 
western Soviet Union, where many were sub-
ject to lengthy interrogations; 

Whereas, on March 5, 1940, Soviet General 
Secretary Josef Stalin and three Soviet Po-
litburo members signed an NKVD order to 
execute nearly 22,000 prisoners by shooting 
that also identified more than 10,000 addi-
tional Polish prisoners for possible execu-
tion; 

Whereas, in April and May 1940, the NKVD 
summarily executed the condemned Polish 
prisoners at several sites in the Soviet 
Union, including at the Katyn Forest west of 
Smolensk in the Russian Soviet Federative 
Socialist Republic, and buried them in mass 
graves; 

Whereas, in April 1943, occupying Nazi 
troops discovered eight mass graves in the 
Katyn Forest with the remains of many of 
those Polish prisoners; 

Whereas, following this discovery in the 
Katyn Forest, the mass executions by the 
Soviets of the Polish prisoners from all three 
camps became known as the Katyn Mas-
sacre; 

Whereas the 21,892 victims of the Katyn 
Massacre included military officers, chap-
lains, professors, doctors, lawyers, engineers, 
teachers, journalists, and refugees, many of 
whom were military reservists who had been 
mobilized as a result of the Nazi invasion; 

Whereas between 700 and 900 Polish Jews 
were killed in the Katyn Massacre; 

Whereas the Soviet Union falsely blamed 
Nazi Germany for the massacre and broke off 
diplomatic relations with the Polish govern-
ment-in-exile following a request by the gov-
ernment-in-exile that the International 
Committee of the Red Cross examine the 
Katyn mass graves; 

Whereas an international medical commis-
sion excavated the area in Spring 1943 and 
determined that the massacre occurred in 
1940, when the area was under Soviet control; 

Whereas the Soviet Union continued to 
deny responsibility for the Katyn Massacre, 
blaming the Nazis and concealing evidence of 
its guilt, for nearly 50 years; 

Whereas, on September 18, 1951, the United 
States House of Representatives established 
the Select Committee to Conduct an Inves-
tigation and Study of the Facts, Evidence, 
and Circumstances of the Katyn Forest Mas-
sacre, which is referred to as the Madden 
Committee; 

Whereas, after reviewing witness testi-
mony and relevant documents, the Madden 
Committee unanimously found that the 
NKVD, and thus the Soviet Union, was re-
sponsible for the executions and rec-
ommended a trial before the International 
World Court of Justice; 

Whereas scholars in the United States and 
United Kingdom published books and articles 
demonstrating the truth of the Katyn Mas-
sacre during the decades of Soviet denial; 

Whereas, in Poland in 1981, the Solidarity 
movement erected a memorial with the in-
scription ‘‘Katyn, 1940’’ that the Communist 
government removed and replaced with a 

memorial falsely blaming the Nazis for the 
massacre; 

Whereas, in 1988, demonstrators marched 
in Warsaw to demand an official inquiry into 
the Katyn Massacre; 

Whereas, on April 13, 1990, 50 years after 
the executions of the Polish prisoners and 47 
years since the day the discovery of the mass 
graves was announced, the Soviet govern-
ment issued a statement accepting responsi-
bility for the Katyn Massacre and calling it 
‘‘one of the most heinous crimes of Sta-
linism’’; 

Whereas on that day Soviet President Mi-
khail Gorbachev gave the Government of Po-
land copies of Soviet archival materials per-
taining to the executed prisoners that con-
firmed Soviet responsibility for the mas-
sacre; 

Whereas, in recent months, President 
Vladimir Putin and other Russian officials 
have attempted to propagate a false nar-
rative that Poland was responsible for the 
outbreak of World War II, ignoring the facts 
of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and the co-
ordinated Nazi and Soviet invasions of Po-
land; 

Whereas, in October 2019, Russian officials 
ordered the removal of a plaque at a former 
regional NKVD headquarters in Tver com-
memorating the estimated 6,000 Poles mur-
dered in the building as part of the Katyn 
Massacre; 

Whereas President Putin and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation use these 
historical revisionist narratives, including 
false accusations about Polish responsibility 
for World War II, as a tool in their attempt 
to whitewash Soviet history, elevate Rus-
sia’s international position, and sow polit-
ical discord among its neighbors and adver-
saries; 

Whereas the Katyn Massacre fits into a 
larger pattern of Communist governments 
around the world persecuting their citizens 
and denying their people freedom, which has 
resulted in the deaths of up to 100,000,000 peo-
ple since the Russian Revolution of 1917; and 

Whereas the year 2020 marks the 80th anni-
versary of the Katyn Massacre: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the lives and legacies of the ap-

proximately 22,000 Polish soldiers and civil-
ians who were murdered by the Soviet Peo-
ple’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs, or 
NKVD, during the Katyn Massacre 80 years 
ago; 

(2) recognizes the witnesses, scholars, ac-
tivists, and demonstrators who fought to 
bring the truth of the Katyn Massacre to 
light in the face of the cover-up campaign or-
chestrated by the Soviet Union; 

(3) condemns both past and present at-
tempts to cover up truth of the Katyn Mas-
sacre; 

(4) condemns broader efforts by the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation to spread 
disinformation about the history of World 
War II; and 

(5) encourages education about the facts of 
the Katyn Massacre, including the horrors of 
the massacre itself and subsequent attempts 
to deny it or cover it up. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 567—COM-
MENDING CAREER PROFES-
SIONALS AT THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE FOR THEIR EXTEN-
SIVE EFFORTS TO REPATRIATE 
UNITED STATES CITIZENS AND 
LEGAL PERMANENT RESIDENTS 
DURING THE COVID–19 PANDEMIC 

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. KAINE, Mr. COONS, Mrs. SHA-

HEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
ROMNEY, and Mr. CRUZ) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 567 

Whereas the COVID–19 pandemic has 
caused an unprecedented disruption in global 
commerce and travel; 

Whereas foreign governments around the 
world have limited and restricted commer-
cial travel arriving and departing from their 
countries to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 
by closing airports, seaports, and borders; 

Whereas the COVID–19 pandemic and the 
resulting travel restrictions abroad left tens 
of thousands of United States citizens and 
legal permanent residents overseas without a 
direct way to return to the United States; 

Whereas it was an extraordinary challenge 
for the Department of State to help so many 
Americans seeking repatriation from around 
the world at the same time; 

Whereas on March 19, 2020, in response to 
the COVID–19 pandemic and the mounting 
repatriation demand from United States citi-
zens and legal permanent residents living 
abroad, the Department of State created a 
Repatriation Task Force to facilitate the re-
patriation of these Americans and to notify 
Congress and any Americans needing repatri-
ation assistance of these efforts; 

Whereas career professionals at the De-
partment of State, with exemplary contribu-
tions from the members of the Department’s 
Repatriation Task Force and embassy and 
consulate staff around the world, in partner-
ship with commercial airlines and the United 
States Transportation Command, brought 
home more than 78,000 Americans on 833 
flights originating from 128 countries and 
territories during an 18-week period; 

Whereas Department of State officers, 
their family members, and locally engaged 
staff faced personal risk, long hours, and rap-
idly changing local circumstances to assist 
Americans needing transportation to the 
United States; 

Whereas Department of State officers and 
contract employees across the United States 
have worked to ensure that vital visa and 
passport services remain operational, includ-
ing for tasks critical to the support of our 
national security, health care systems, and 
food supply chains; and 

Whereas at least 450 Department of State 
personnel were diagnosed with COVID–19, in-
cluding 5 who died from the illness: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the tremendous work done 

by Department of State career profes-
sionals— 

(A) to address the extraordinary challenges 
related to the COVID–19 pandemic; and 

(B) to bring home more than 78,000 Amer-
ican citizens during a time of crisis; 

(2) thanks Department of State career pro-
fessionals who volunteered to work at all 
hours to meet the Department’s highest pri-
ority, which was helping fellow citizens in a 
time of dire need and stress; 

(3) commends the Repatriation Task Force 
for their efforts to facilitate the repatriation 
of United States citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents; 

(4) thanks the employees at United States 
embassies and consulates throughout the 
world, particularly career consular officers, 
for their work to identify flights and execute 
the departure procedure of thousands of indi-
viduals, despite difficult operating condi-
tions on the ground; 
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