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Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

———————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 6666

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to be removed
as a cosponsor of H.R. 6666.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
JACKSON LEE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from New
Jersey?

There was no objection.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces that the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of April 7, 2020, will re-
main in effect through July 21, 2020.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DESJARLAIS (at the request of
Mr. McCARTHY) for today on account of
recovering from surgery.

REMOTE VOTING BY PROXY REGU-
LATIONS PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CON-
GRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2020.
MADAM SPEAKER; Pursuant to Section 6 of
House Resolution 965, 116th Congress, I here-
by submit the following regulations regard-
ing remote voting by proxy for printing in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
Sincerely,
JAMES P. MCGOVERN,
Chairman, Committee on Rules.

REMOTE VOTING BY PROXY REGULATIONS
PURSUANT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 965

A. Proxy Designation Letter

1. A Member seeking to vote remotely by
proxy must submit to the Clerk a dated and
signed letter authorizing another Member to
serve as their proxy. The letter must be sub-
mitted before the beginning of the first vote
in which the Member wishes to vote by
proxy, and must include:

i. An affirmative statement that because of
the public health emergency the Member is
unable to physically attend proceedings in
the House Chamber and is granting author-
ity to have their vote cast by proxy.

ii. The name and state of the Member who
is being designated as a proxy.

iii. The original signature of the Member
granting the proxy. Auto-pen or stamped sig-
natures will not satisfy this signature re-
quirement.

2. A letter missing any of the items in
paragraph 1 shall not be verified by the Clerk
pursuant to regulation B.3, which will result
in the proxy being unable to vote on the
Member’s behalf.

B. Submission of Proxy Designation Letter
to Clerk

1. Before submitting a letter designating a
proxy, Members must confirm with their des-
ignated proxy that he or she agrees to and is
able to vote for them.

2. To ensure the Clerk receives the letter
in a timely manner, a Member seeking to
vote by proxy should scan and email the let-
ter to the Clerk from a House-maintained
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email account. Such electronic copy shall be
actionable by the Clerk, including if, despite
best efforts, the physical original is lost or
damaged.

3. Upon electronic receipt of any letter de-
scribed in these regulations, the Clerk must
verify the letter and send a confirmation of
receipt via email. A Member seeking to vote
by proxy must then send the dated and
signed hard copy of the letter to the Clerk so
that it may be kept as a record. The Clerk,
in concurrence with the Chair of the Com-
mittee on House Administration, may im-
pose additional security requirements with
respect to the electronic submission of proxy
letters.

4. The Clerk must make any letter received
pursuant to these regulations available on a
publicly accessible website as quickly as
practicable upon verification of the letter.

5. The letter will be used by the Clerk to
certify that a Member serving as a proxy has
the authority to cast votes on behalf of the
Member voting remotely by proxy.

C. Duty of the Proxy

1. A Member serving as a proxy must agree
to and be able to appear in the Capitol for
roll call votes at any time for the duration of
the covered period. If they are unwilling or
unable to perform this duty at any point,
they must inform the Member for whom they
are voting by proxy as quickly as possible.

2. Before a Member’s presence may be re-
corded by proxy during a quorum call, the
Member serving as a proxy must have exact
instruction pursuant to regulation C.6 from
the Member voting by proxy on whether they
intend to be recorded as present, and must
follow such instruction in responding to the
quorum call.

3. Before a vote may be cast by proxy, the
Member serving as a proxy must have exact
instruction pursuant to regulation C.6 from
the Member voting by proxy on whether they
intend to vote yea, nay, or present on the
specific text or matter at hand, and must fol-
low such instruction exactly in casting the
proxy vote.

4. If the text of a measure changes after
such instruction is received, the Member
serving as a proxy may not cast a vote for
the Member voting by proxy until new in-
struction is received.

5. If an identical motion is made to a mo-
tion on which a Member voting by proxy has
previously given instruction, the Member
serving as a proxy must still receive voting
instructions pursuant to regulation C.6 on
the new motion in order to cast the proxy
vote.

6. The Member voting by proxy must pro-
vide written voting instruction (which may
be in electronic form) to the Member serving
as proxy. Members shall use official devices
and accounts to transmit such instruction to
the maximum extent practicable. If they are
unable to transmit written instruction in a
timely manner, a member of their staff may
transmit the instruction at the direction of
the Member, and that Member must confirm
the instruction by telephone to the Member
serving as proxy before the vote may be cast
on their behalf.

D. Alteration or Revocation of Proxy

1. At any time during the public health
emergency, a Member is permitted to change
their designated proxy.

i. In addition to including all the informa-
tion required by regulation A, a letter
changing a Member’s proxy must clearly
state that the signing Member seeks to
change their proxy from the Member cur-
rently holding their proxy to a different
Member who will hold their proxy starting
on the date specified in the letter.

ii. Any such letter must be submitted fol-
lowing the directions provided for the Proxy
Designation Letter in regulation B.
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2. A Member may revoke their proxy at
any time for any reason. Revocation of proxy
does not prohibit a Member from designating
a proxy at a later time.

i. A Member seeking to revoke their proxy
must send to the Clerk a signed letter revok-
ing their proxy which includes the date upon
which their proxy is revoked. This letter
must be submitted following the directions
provided for the Proxy Designation Letter in
regulation B.

ii. Pursuant to section 2(a)(2)(B) of House
Resolution 965, a Member will be considered
to have revoked their proxy if they vote or
record their own presence in the House
Chamber.

E. Timing of Votes

1. The Majority Leader must provide Mem-
bers with 24-hours’ notice before any vote on
the final disposition of bills or joint resolu-
tions conducted during the period designated
by the Speaker pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 965.

———

REMOTE COMMITTEE PRO-
CEEDINGS REGULATIONS PURSU-
ANT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 965,
116TH CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2020.
MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section 4(h)
of House Resolution 965, 116th Congress, I
hereby submit the following regulations re-
garding remote committee proceedings for
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
Sincerely,
JAMES P. MCGOVERN,
Chairman, Committee on Rules.

REMOTE COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS REGULA-
TIONS PURSUANT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 965

A. Presence and Voting

1. Members participating remotely in a
committee proceeding must be visible
onscreen within the software platform when
joining the proceeding for the purposes of
identity verification.

2. Members participating remotely in a
committee proceeding must continue to use
the software platform’s video function for
the remainder of the time they are attending
the proceeding unless they experience
connectivity issues or other technical prob-
lems that render the member unable to fully
participate on camera (except as provided in
regulations A.3 and A.4).

3. The exception in regulation A.2 for
connectivity issues or other technical prob-
lems does not apply if a point of order has
been made that a quorum is not present.
Members must be visible to the committee
chair in order to be counted for the purpose
of establishing a quorum.

4. The exception in regulation A.2 for
connectivity issues or other technical prob-
lems does not apply during a vote. Members
must be visible to the committee chair in
order to vote.

5. Members experiencing connectivity
issues or other technical problems hindering
their participation in the proceeding should
inform committee majority or minority
staff.

6. The chair shall make a good faith effort
to provide every member experiencing
connectivity issues an opportunity to par-
ticipate fully in the proceedings.

7. Members may not participate in more
than one proceeding simultaneously.

B. Technology

1. When a proceeding is conducted at a re-
mote ‘‘place’” pursuant to section 4(a)(6) of
House Resolution 965, streaming the pro-
ceeding on the committee’s website con-
stitutes sufficient public, Member, and press
access for the purposes of section 4(e) of such
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