May 19, 2020

Since Republicans refuse to move
forward in a bipartisan manner, the
agency charged with enforcing our
campaign finance laws will continue to
remain ineffective. This undermines
our country’s political institutions,
and it does not serve our country’s best
interests.

Many people refer to the Senate as
the world’s greatest deliberative body
because the Senate, as an institution,
is designed for the careful consider-
ation and debate of legislation and
nominations. When we erode the bipar-
tisan norms that make us the greatest
deliberative body, we end up allowing
unqualified nominees who hold ex-
treme views to be appointed to impor-
tant positions in our government just
at a time when we should be doing the
opposite.

In addition to these process concerns,
today we are also being asked to move
forward with a nominee to the FEC
who doesn’t believe in basic campaign
finance law. The FEC was created to
enforce campaign finance law, so it is
critical that the agency be staffed by
Commissioners who believe in its mis-
sion so it can police people from both
parties.

Mr. Trainor has consistently worked
to dismantle the rules that keep cor-
ruption out of our political system. He
has spent his career arguing that peo-
ple should not have to disclose polit-
ical spending and has worked to stack
the deck against voters by gerry-
mandering districts in Texas to dilute
minority voting power.

Trainor’s views on disclosure are in-
consistent with decades of Supreme
Court precedent, including the views of
late Justice Scalia. When fellow Re-
publicans in the Texas Legislature
worked to require politically active
nonprofit organizations to disclose
their donors, Trainor challenged them
and said that such a law ‘“would have a
chilling effect on anybody’s ability to
speak.”

Let’s just step back. Those were fel-
low Republicans on the Texas Legisla-
ture simply trying to put some reforms
in place so we knew where those dona-
tions were coming from, and he spoke
out against that.

Moving forward with this nomination
today may restore a quorum, but it
does not serve the American people.
The American people deserve an FEC
that works, an agency that enforces
the law and protects our political sys-
tem from corruption. At a time when
unprecedented amounts of dark money
and foreign money are flowing into our
elections and influencing our courts, a
fully functioning FEC is critical to
safeguarding our political system.

When it comes to the agency in
charge of enforcing our campaign fi-
nance laws, the absolute minimum
qualification should be that the person
actually believes in the mission of the
agency. Is that too much to ask?

We need to focus on how we can help
the American people safely vote during
this pandemic. I mean, we need to
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focus on this pandemic, instead of the
series of votes that we have seen this
week, but if we are going to decide who
should serve on the FEC during this
pandemic, it should be someone who
believes in the mission of the FEC.

We need to work together to hold
hearings with bipartisan groups of elec-
tion officials, like we have been work-
ing to do on the State level when it
comes to how to vote in this pandemic.
There has been a lot of good work
going on with Republicans and Demo-
crats, Governors and Secretaries of
State. We need to do the same thing in
this Chamber as we approach major
legislation and as we approach our
working with the FEC.

I oppose the process by which this
nominee has come to the floor, and I
believe the nominee’s extreme views
are disqualifying for this important of-
fice. I strongly urge my colleagues to
vote no on this nominee.

I yield the floor.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of James E. Trainor III, of Texas, to
be a Member of the Federal Election Com-
mission for a term expiring April 30, 2023.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Joni
Ernst, John Barrasso, Deb Fischer,
John Cornyn, Roger F. Wicker, Roy
Blunt, John Thune, Rob Portman,
Shelley Moore Capito, Steve Daines,
Lindsey Graham, Pat Roberts, Cindy
Hyde-Smith, Richard Burr, Mike
Crapo.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of James E. Trainor III, of Texas, to be
a Member of the Federal Election Com-
mission for a term expiring April 30,
2023, shall be brought a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rules.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BURR), and the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS), and the Senator from Rhode
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), are nec-
essarily absent.

S2493

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 95 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Barrasso Gardner Perdue
Blackburn Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Risch
Boozman Hawley Roberts
Braun Hoeven Romney
Capito Hyde-Smith Rubio
Cassidy Inhofe Sasse
Collins Johnson
Cornyn Kennedy 222:2 Egg;
Cotton Lankford
Cramer Lee Shemy
Crapo Loeffler Sullivan
Cruz McConnell Thune
Daines McSally Tillis
Enzi Moran Toomey
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NAYS—43
Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Bennet Heinrich Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Schumer
Booker Jones Shaheen
Cantwell Kaine Sinema
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Leahy ) Tester
Coons Manchin Udall
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Harris Reed

NOT VOTING—T7

Alexander Markey Whitehouse
Brown Rounds
Burr Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 50, the nays are 43.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of James E.
Trainor III, of Texas, to be a Member of
the Federal Election Commission for a
term expiring April 30, 2023.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,
Americans have come together in this
moment. We have come together to de-
feat the coronavirus. We have come to-
gether to ramp up testing, to ramp up
healthcare, and to reopen our commu-
nities and our country.

The coronavirus has brought out the
best in so many ways in America and
in the American people. From our
frontline healthcare workers taking
care of patients to scientists and re-
searchers working on testing, on treat-
ment, and on vaccines, to those in pub-
lic service keeping essential parts of
the government running day in and day
out, to those working on supply chains
to deliver goods 24 hours a day, and to
those who are staying at home to keep
themselves and keep others safe, Amer-
icans are in this together.

It is interesting because all we are
seeing from the other side of the polit-
ical aisle is more of the same old poli-
tics and name-calling. President
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