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provided with safe, loving, and permanent
placements;

Whereas, in 2018, Congress passed the Fam-
ily First Prevention Services Act (Public
Law 115-123; 132 Stat. 232), which provided
new investments in prevention and family
reunification services to help more families
stay together and ensure that more children
are in safe, loving, and permanent homes;

Whereas Federal legislation over the past 3
decades, including the Adoption Assistance
and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (Public Law 96—
272; 94 Stat. 500), the Adoption and Safe Fam-
ilies Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-89; 111 Stat.
2115), the Fostering Connections to Success
and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (Public
Law 110-351; 122 Stat. 3949), the Child and
Family Services Improvement and Innova-
tion Act (Public Law 112-34; 125 Stat. 369),
and the Preventing Sex Trafficking and
Strengthening Families Act (Public Law 113—
183; 128 Stat. 1919), provided new investments
and services to improve the outcomes of
children in the foster care system;

Whereas May 2020 is an appropriate month
to designate as National Foster Care Month
to provide an opportunity to acknowledge
the accomplishments of the child welfare
workforce, foster parents, the advocacy com-
munity, and mentors for their dedication
and accomplishments and the positive im-
pact they have on the lives of children; and

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving,
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of National
Foster Care Month;

(2) recognizes National Foster Care Month
as an opportunity to raise awareness about
the challenges that children face in the fos-
ter care system;

(3) encourages Congress to implement poli-
cies to improve the lives of children in the
foster care system;

(4) acknowledges the unique needs of chil-
dren in the foster care system;

(5) recognizes foster youth throughout the
United States for their ongoing tenacity,
courage, and resilience while facing life chal-
lenges;

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of
the foster care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain
in foster care;

(7) honors the commitment and dedication
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in
the foster care system;

(8) supports the designation of May 31, 2020,
as National Foster Parent Appreciation Day;

(9) recognizes National Foster Parent Ap-
preciation Day as an opportunity—

(A) to recognize the efforts of foster par-
ents to provide safe and loving care for chil-
dren in need; and

(B) to raise awareness about the increasing
need for foster parents to serve in their com-
munities; and

(10) reaffirms the need to continue working
to improve the outcomes of all children in
the foster care system through parts B and E
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and other programs de-
signed to—

(A) support vulnerable families;

(B) invest in prevention and reunification
services;

(C) promote adoption in cases where reuni-
fication is not in the best interests of the
child;

(D) adequately serve children brought into
the foster care system; and

(E) facilitate the successful transition into
adulthood for children that ‘‘age out’ of the
foster care system.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  599—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JUDGE LEE ROY WEST

Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and Mr.
INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 599

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West was born in
Clayton, Oklahoma, on November 26, 1929,
and died on April 24, 2020, in Muskogee, Okla-
homa;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West was the
youngest of 4 children in a family he called
““too poor to paint and too proud to white-
wash’’;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West graduated
from Antlers High School in 1948 and hitch-
hiked to Norman, Oklahoma, to attend the
University of Oklahoma;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West received a
bachelor of arts degree from the University
of Oklahoma in 1952;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West graduated
from Harvard Law School with a juris doctor
in 1956 and later earned a master of laws
from Harvard Law School in 1963;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West served the
United States with the 3rd Marine Division
in Japan and the 1st Marine Division in
Korea;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West practiced
law—

(1) in Ada, Oklahoma, from 1956 to 1961 and
from 1963 to 1965; and

(2) in Tulsa, Oklahoma, from 1978 to 1979;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West taught law at
the University of Oklahoma College of Law
from 1961 to 1962 and was a Ford Foundation
fellow at Harvard Law School from 1962 to
1963;

Whereas Governor Henry Bellmon ap-
pointed Judge Lee Roy West to serve as a
State court judge for the 22nd Judicial Dis-
trict of Oklahoma, where he served from 1965
to 1973;

Whereas, in 1973, President Richard Nixon
appointed Judge Lee Roy West to the Civil
Aeronautics Board in Washington, D.C.;

Whereas, on September 28, 1979, President
Jimmy Carter nominated Judge Lee Roy
West to serve on the United States District
Court for the Western District of Oklahoma;

Whereas the Senate confirmed the nomina-
tion of Judge Lee Roy West on October 31,
1979;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West served as
chief justice of the United States District
Court for the Western District of Oklahoma
from 1993 to 1994;

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West served on the
Federal bench in Oklahoma City for nearly
40 years; and

Whereas Judge Lee Roy West was inducted
into—

(1) the Field Trial Hall of Fame in Grand
Junction, Tennessee in 2004; and

(2) the Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 2012:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate honors—

(1) the life and legacy of Judge Lee Roy
West; and

(2) the commitment of Judge Lee Roy West
to his family, the law, Oklahoma, and the
United States.

May 21, 2020

SENATE RESOLUTION 600—RECOG-
NIZING WIDENING THREATS TO
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS AND
EXPRESSION AROUND THE
WORLD, REAFFIRMING THE CEN-
TRALITY OF A FREE AND INDE-
PENDENT PRESS TO THE
HEALTH OF FREE SOCIETIES
AND DEMOCRACIES , AND RE-
AFFIRMING FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS AS A PRIORITY OF THE
UNITED STATES IN PROMOTING
DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS,
AND GOOD GOVERNANCE IN COM-
MEMORATION OF WORLD PRESS
FREEDOM DAY ON MAY 3, 2020

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RUBI0, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. COONS, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr.
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 600

Whereas Article 19 of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, adopted in Paris
December 10, 1948, states, ‘‘Everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression;
this right includes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through any
media and regardless of frontiers.”’;

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3rd of each
year as ‘“‘World Press Freedom Day’’—

(1) to celebrate the fundamental principles
of freedom of the press;

(2) to evaluate freedom of the press around
the world;

(3) to defend the media against attacks on
its independence; and

(4) to pay tribute to journalists who have
lost their lives while working in their profes-
sion;

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted Resolu-
tion 68/163, regarding the safety of journal-
ists and the issue of impunity for crimes
against journalists, which unequivocally
condemns all attacks on, and violence
against, journalists and media workers, in-
cluding torture, extrajudicial killing, en-
forced disappearance, arbitrary detention,
and intimidation and harassment in conflict
and nonconflict situations;

Whereas Thomas Jefferson, who recognized
the importance of the press in a constitu-
tional republic, wisely declared, ‘“‘were it left
to me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or news-
papers without a government, I should not
hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”’;

Whereas the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution and various
State constitutions protect freedom of the
press in the United States;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-166; 22
U.S.C. 2151 note), which was passed by unani-
mous consent in the Senate and signed into
law by President Barack Obama in 2010, ex-
panded the examination of the freedom of
the press around the world in the annual
Country Reports on Human Rights Practices of
the Department of State;

Whereas a vigilant commitment to free-
dom of the press is especially necessary in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic—

(1) as governments around the world are
using emergency laws to restrict access to
information, impose press restrictions, and
suppress free speech; and
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