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Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, born in East
Pakistan, Dr. Mehr Rahmatullah grew up on a
farmhouse surrounded by coconut trees, cat-
tle, goats and poultry. Growing up, she
watched her mother volunteer much of her
time to those in need and became inspired to
seek a profession in which she could do the
same.

While studying medicine at Dow Medical
University in Karachin, she donated blood fre-
quently to the patients who could not afford
care. She also worked to transport patients
from her village to the University Hospital in
order to be treated by her professors during
her clinical rotations. As a Medical Officer, she
volunteered treatment to impoverished pa-
tients with T.B. using her own meager salary
and enforced a practice of supervising patients
receiving their medication to ensure that they
took it. Although she didn’t know at the time,
this method was actually the now-famous Di-
rectly Observed Therapy (DOT) practice,
which was made the standard practice for T.B.
treatment by the World Health Organization.
She moved to America right after getting mar-
ried in 1988, and soon thereafter prepared for
the United States Medical Licensing Exam.

After passing, she completed her first-year
residency training at St. John’s Mercy in St
Louis, an affiliate of St Louis University. In her
second and third year of residency, she
moved to serve in Internal Medicine at Or-
lando Health in Orlando, Florida. After almost
25 years into practice and having received
certification as a Diplomate from the American
Board of Internal Medicine, Dr. Rahmatullah
continues to practice as well as volunteer her
time at Shepard’s Hope Clinic for economically
disadvantaged patients and serves as an Hon-
orary Member of a local School Board at
MAGO (Muslim Academy of Greater Orlando).
She has also served as Chairman of the Cre-
dentials Committee at Osceola Regional Hos-
pital in Kissimmee, Florida.

———
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to RADM David Hahn,
U.S. Navy, as he completes a 35-year naval
career and retires from serving as the Chief of
Naval Research.

RADM Hahn was responsible for the oper-
ations of the Naval Research Enterprise,
which comprises more than 4,000 people in
23 locations and more than 1,000 partners.
Over the course of his career, RADM Hahn
excelled in all facets of being a Naval Officer.
He served as the commanding officer of the
USS Pittsburgh and served at sea aboard the
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USS Casimir Pulaski, USS William H. Bates,
and USS Springfield. Ashore, he served as
flag lieutenant to Superintendent, U.S. Naval
Academy; squadron engineer, Submarine De-
velopment Squadron 12; action officer, Joint
Staff in the Command, Control, Communica-
tions, and Computers (C4) Directorate; and as
a legislative fellow on the staff of U.S. Senator
John Warner.

His vision to create a truly unified Naval Re-
search Enterprise helped align, allocate, and
accelerate the advancement of knowledge and
improve the delivery of new capabilities to
Sailors and Marines. His vision of a dominant
fighting force now and in the future served as
an inspiration to the thousands of members of
the Naval Research Enterprise who directly
support the warfighter. Reminding all stake-
holders that the Naval Research Enterprise
mission is “Future Naval Power,” RADM Hahn
reinvigorated the structure of the Office of
Naval Research and brought a cohesive vision
with three key messages:

Invest in the right scientists to ensure the
Navy and Marine Corps are always linked to
scientific discovery.

Provide a steady infusion of relevant tech-
nology into existing programs of record, and
Disrupt an adversary’s calculus through inno-
vative capabilities.

Among his many achievements, Rear Adm.
Hahn revamped the Future Naval Capabilities
and Innovative Prototypes processes to more
effectively and more quickly field new capabili-
ties. Through these efforts, Rear Adm. Hahn
successfully deployed 20 Future Naval Capa-
bilities and one Innovative Naval Prototype to
the Navy and Marine Corps, including the
Navy’s first directed energy weapon system
onboard the USS Portland (LPD-27).

His selfless commitment to serving our na-
tion has left us safer and better prepared to
respond to threats around the world. We wish
him the very best in retirement after an im-
pressive and impactful career. Fair winds and
following seas, Admiral Hahn.

FUELING FEARS
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 27, 2020

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, an extraordinary insight has been
provided by one of South Carolina’s most re-
spected business leaders, Peter Brown in The
State of Columbia on May 21st. His message
is valuable to all Americans as we work to-
gether to defeat Wuhan Virus.

FUELING FEAR ABOUT COVID-19 WILL HINDER
SC DURING REOPENING

Back in March our concerns about COVID-
19 were driven by fears of worst-case sce-
narios: massive infection statistics, high
mortality rates, overwhelmed hospital sys-
tems and extreme mortality rates.

Prevention was the goal—and the efforts
launched sought to flatten the curve of infec-
tions and deaths while reducing the overall
strain on the health care system.

CLEAR RESULTS

And here are the results we’ve seen:

Expected infection rates, but lower than
expected levels of hospitalization.

Lower than expected mortality rates with
most fatalities occurring among the popu-
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lations predicted to be hardest hit: the elder-
ly and those with underlying medical condi-
tions.

Success in employing personal safety pre-
cautions like social distancing and wearing
face masks.

But some things haven’t worked.

Hospitals and associated medical practices
suffered dramatic reductions in patients and
business. Why? Because they had to cancel
all elective surgeries rather than simply
staggering them. Meanwhile, ‘‘stay at home”
orders by state and local governments ended
up sidelining tens of thousands of people,
forcing them to file for unemployment bene-
fits while also crippling the economy.

INACCURATE PREDICTIONS

And through all of this, what we have
learned is that the virus may be less deadly
than originally thought.

The reality is that predictions of poten-
tially millions of deaths from COVID-19 have
simply been inaccurate—and that high-popu-
lation hotspots like New York, New Jersey
and Massachusetts make up nearly half of all
the nationwide cases and deaths.

In South Carolina the number of new infec-
tions remains manageable, and the percent-
age of new cases versus total cases continues
to decline even as our testing efforts in-
crease.

But that’s not what is being reported by
media outlets, which are desperate for clicks
and viewers. Every new case of COVID-19 is
treated as breaking news, and anchors broad-
casting from home is a gimmick that does
more harm than good.

SELLING FEAR

This can’t be the model going forward.

We have to coexist with COVID-19, and
that means putting into place realistic, sus-
tainable measures that recognize that until
the virus is cured, life for those who are
most at risk will dramatically change. The
fears of a second wave of COVID-19 are driv-
en by fear rather than data, and they do not
help us create a sustainable way to coexist
with the coronavirus. We need to have a real-
istic way to address how to protect those
most at risk, as well as giving them the tools
for coping with a ‘‘new normal’—a reality
that the rest of society has already started
to acknowledge by acting responsibly to
keep infection rates low. Simply put the
media are selling fear. But the rest of us
must go on with our lives. The rest of us
must coexist with this virus.

LET’S REOPEN

So it is time to let individuals—who care
about the people in their families more than
any government ever will—lead the way
through cautious responsibility.

And it is time to let businesses reopen with
the same degrees of responsible caution so
that people can earn livelihoods and provide
futures for their families.

We should continue to proceed with cau-
tion.

We should continue to practice social dis-
tance.

We should continue to wear face masks.

We should be willing to stay at home if we
are not comfortable with the pace of reopen-
ing our state.

But we should reopen united as one.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE OF FLOYD
WHITE, SR.
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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Floyd White, Sr., who
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