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passed away on April 1, 2020 at the age of
90. He was a well-known advocate in the
Fresno, California community and a role
model for many in the Central Valley. A true
trailblazer, Floyd and his brother James were
the first African American fire fighters in the
City of Fresno.

Floyd White, Sr. was born in Oklahoma; he
and his family moved to Fresno, California
when he was young. He excelled in sports
and academics at Edison High School and
Fresno City College, playing football and run-
ning track and field. Floyd was a veteran of
the United States Army, serving in the Korean
War and earning the rank of Sergeant.

On September 1, 1954, Floyd White, Sr.
and brother, James White made history as the
first African American firefighters in the City of
Fresno. Floyd would make history as Fresno’s
very first African American Fire Chief.
Throughout his career, he fought for equal
rights, higher education, and fair employment
for all. Floyd won a historic lawsuit against the
City of Fresno for racial discrimination along-
side Congresswoman ELEANOR HOLMES NOR-
TON, then Commissioner of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission. During his time
in the force, he was mentor to young African
American fire fighters and made sure they had
an ally to turn to. He truly had a passion for
standing up for what is right and helping oth-
ers during times of need.

Floyd dedicated much of his time to the
community he loved dearly. He was an hon-
orary Deacon of Saint Rest Baptist Church
and was past Commander of the American
Legion Post 511. Floyd was a lifetime member
of The Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and an Eter-
nal member with Highest Honors of the 33rd
Degree Free Masons Raisin City Lodge Num-
ber Five. Following his retirement from the
Fresno Fire Department, Floyd was sure to
stay busy. He became a business owner,
worked as a corrections officer, substitute
teacher and bus driver.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Whelma
Jean White; sons Floyd L. White, Jr. and
Cedric W. White, Sr.; and daughters Carolyn
J. White, Jennifer L. White, Rae L. White and
Donzetta White Hale. He also leaves behind
his brother James Porter White, sister-in-law
Joyful White, and many nieces, nephews,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and loving
friends.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in
celebrating Mr. Floyd White, Sr. | join his fam-
ily, friends, and the community in celebrating
his great life.

———
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Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Grandmaster
Chan Pui is one of the leading pioneers in in-
troducing martial arts to the United States.
After immigrating to the United States in 1968,
he began teaching the Wah Lum Kung Fu
System in Boston, MA. In 1980, he moved the
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headquarters of the Wah Lum System to Or-
lando, FL where he built the first kung fu tem-
ple in the United States, the Wah Lum Tem-
ple.

He was the first person to begin the tradition
of Chinese New Year celebrations in Central
Florida and used these events as an oppor-
tunity to educate his community on the Chi-
nese culture. Grandmaster Chan has been
featured in magazines and documentaries for
his revered style and prowess in the martial
arts industry. Most notably, his life is captured
in a documentary directed by his daughter ti-
tled Pui Chan: Kung Fu Pioneer. Along with
this documentation of his work, his skill and
prowess are also exemplified through his in-
ductions in several martial arts Halls of Fame.
In  additon to his many accolades,
Grandmaster Chan has also trained a profes-
sional demonstration team that performs at all
the major theme parks in Central Florida.
Through his philanthropic efforts, he has
raised over $30,000 for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Recognized and esteemed by many,
Grandmaster Chan has been an integral part
of contributing to and preserving martial arts
knowledge in the world. Of all his endeavors
and accomplishments, most important to him
is his love for his family, his pride in his stu-
dents, and his whole-hearted practice of his
system’s motto of integrating respect, kind-
ness, fellowship, and strength in martial arts.
In his life, actions, and practice of martial arts,
his philosophy is evident, it's not just a job, but
a way of life.

—
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Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of Samita
Baumritter Jacobs. Sookie, as she was known,
passed away at her home on April 27, 2020
at the age of 89. Throughout her extraordinary
life, | am told she spread her unique warmth,
spirit, goodness, and generosity to all who
were lucky enough to know her.

The daughter of Ted and Florence
Baumritter, Sookie grew up in New York City.
After being set up on a blind date with Howard
Jacobs, it soon became clear that they were
soulmates. Sookie and Howard married on
June 5, 1952, and for the next 63 years they
were partners in everything.

After starting a family in New York, Sookie
and Howard moved their young children to
southern California so they could start their
own furniture business. Sookie was the aes-
thetic force in the endeavor while Howard han-
dled the business side. With their complemen-
tary talents and temperaments, their one
Ethan Allen store soon turned to five—and
they were known for their excellence, value,
and integrity. Customers and staff not only re-
spected Sookie, they loved her.

Nothing was more important to Sookie than
being with her family, and she cherished trips
and visits with her children and their families.
In their later years, Sookie and Howard moved
to Rancho Santa Fe in the 49th Congressional
District to be closer to their daughter Ami and
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her family. Sookie’s devotion to Howard knew
no bounds, caring for Howard’s every need
through his declining health and difficult bout
with Alzheimer’s.

Sookie taught her family by example that a
glass could be half full. She faced numerous
health challenges in her life. When she had
her first bout with cancer in the late 1970s, the
doctors gave her a less than 10 percent
chance of living for more than three years.
She made up her mind quickly that she was
going to be one of the 10 percent. Her cour-
age and determination were simply inspira-
tional. Throughout her life she met every chal-
lenge with her fierce determination and loving
care for those around her.

———
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, as Co-Chair of the Congressional
Bulgaria Caucus, | commend the government
of Prime Minister Boyko Borissov for its han-
dling of the unprecedented Wuhan Virus pan-
demic. After a state of emergency declaration
lasting ten weeks, the Bulgarian government
announced on Tuesday that the country’s
famed archeological treasures, monasteries,
mountain havens along with world-class Black
Sea resorts, marinas, sports centers, res-
taurants, bars, and cafes will reopen on June
1st.

As of this week, Bulgaria has reported 2,460
confirmed coronavirus cases, including 133
deaths, a relatively low number for Europe.
Prime Minister Borissov and Health Minister
Kiril Ananiev started relaxing the lockdown
back in April, while still enforcing strict social
distancing and other important measures
which succeeded in containing the spread of
the Invisible Enemy.

The Bulgarian government deserves high
praise for its handling of this unique public
health crisis and for exhibiting an impressive
level of leadership in the face of this chal-
lenge. The American people will continue to
stand shoulder to shoulder with the people of
Bulgaria, and we look forward to seeing our
friends in Sofia in better days with warm Bul-
garian hospitality.

Bulgaria is ably represented in Washington
with  Ambassador Tihomir Stoychev who is
serving in the tradition of Ambassador Elena
Poptodorova.
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, as one
of the House Co-chairs of the Azerbaijan Cau-
cus, | am honored to recognize the Republic
Day of Azerbaijan, commemorating Azer-
baijan’s 102nd year of independence and de-
mocracy. On May 28, 1918, Azerbaijan be-
came the first secular democratic state in the
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