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So as farmers do—I am a farmer; I
get it—we go out and start the process
of planting; tilling the ground; order-
ing up your fertilizer and your seed; ap-
plying the fertilizer; and then, finally,
seeding the ground.

Well, lo and behold, a few weeks
later, it was decided to release 50,000
acre-feet from that lake in order to
help suppress a virus farther down the
Klamath River called the C. shasta,
which is supposed to be harmful to the
coho salmon, a fish that is deemed en-
dangered on the Klamath, yet not en-
dangered in other areas of the country.

Right on the heels of the end of that
50,000 acre-foot release for C. shasta
virus for coho salmon, it was decided
that there is now not enough water in
the lake. The incoming water supply
was misestimated.

They were told they were going to
have to cut back from the original
140,000 acre-feet. They were going to
cut back approximately 60,000 acre-feet
of that, leaving them with about 80,000
acre-feet for the entire season. This is
crops already spent, the cost already
incurred to be put in the ground.

The water supply is estimated to last
until approximately June 15. From
June 16 to September, they are going
to be in a very dire way. They are
going to be out of water, with the in-
vestment in the ground.

As devastating as 2001 was, this will
break many farms up in the Klamath
Basin. Unique crops they grow up
there—mint, radishes, potatoes, many
others—as well as the refuge that sits
at the far end of that system that
needs the water to flow through those
irrigation districts so we will have a
duck population, so we will have other
wildlife that is extremely important
not only for the area but for the entire
State of California and the West Coast.

This duck population is going to be
devastated. Just recently, when they
had good water, they had a huge num-
ber of ducks hatch, and we had a good
population. That is going to be dev-
astated.

Farming is the only major economic
industry, really, in the region, other
than some tourism. There are about
12,000 farms in that Klamath Basin. Ap-
proximately $75 million has been spent
putting those crops in. It is thought, as
it is being estimated right now, the
total effect on the region, if this water
is taken away and not restored by
somewhere around June 15, $200 to $300
million more is coming out of that
area. We have created a crisis up there.

This water, by law, belongs to the
irrigators, not to the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, not to a Federal agency. The
irrigators themselves spend $30 million
a year to maintain and operate, if it is
actually operating, the project. They
still have to pay that bill.

But the Endangered Species Act is
being interpreted to require water that
doesn’t belong to the government to be
taken and given either to keep the lake
fuller for the sucker fish or run down-
stream in order to allegedly help the
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coho salmon. There are science and ar-
guments out there that this doesn’t
help those two species, yet we continue
down this blind path, doing it year
after year after year, for least 20 years.

At this point, with the uncertainty of
our Nation’s food supply, from the
farm gate to the markets, this is what
we have going on with farmers up
there, having their property rights
taken. We must do better. We must
take immediate action.

———————

GIVE STATE AND LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTS FUNDS TO CONDUCT
TESTING, CONTACT TRACING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. MALINOWSKI) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, for
the last 3 months, tens of millions of
our fellow Americans have chosen to
make painful sacrifices to keep one an-
other safe.

They made that choice before any
Governor of any State told them they
had to. They did what they thought
was right, what was decent, what was
responsible. Overwhelmingly, the
American people still believe that so-
cial distancing to protect our neigh-
bors is the right thing to do even where
States have lifted stay-at-home orders.

You wouldn’t know this by watching
the news because the news dwells on
conflict, not consensus. The Iloudest
voices say: ‘‘Reopen everything now.
Yes, people will die, but people die of
car crashes, of cancer, of heart disease.
We don’t stay home for that.”” The
angriest voices say: ‘‘Go to the grocery
store. Throw off your mask. Make
them call the police.” They pretend to
be brave. They shout childish slogans
about liberty, as if liberty meant the
right to endanger the lives of others for
our own convenience.

On social media, there is an effort to
make everything about this pandemic
partisan; as if whether you are a Demo-
crat or Republican should determine
what medicines you should take or
whether you should wear a mask.

I have been to plenty of countries
where everything is made to be polit-
ical, where everything is made to be
tribal. I never thought I would see peo-
ple in the United States of America
trying to make our country like that.

But, Mr. Speaker, America is not like
that. The vast majority of Republicans
and Democrats still say that of course
we should do what is needed to protect
others. We are still a country that
cares whether people live or die more
than we care about the stock market.

In New Jersey this year, we have had
177 road fatalities. Thus far, we have
lost more than 11,000 people to the
coronavirus, and that number would be
vastly higher if not for the lockdowns.

Now, nobody is rushing to our State
capital with guns, screaming to keep
the economy closed. No one ever loudly
clamors for shared sacrifice. But the
quiet majority still say that we should
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put public health first. The vast major-
ity still want to be sure that we have
to do this only once, and therefore, we
have to do it right.

So, yes, I get a lot of questions back
home about when things are going to
reopen. But the most urgent question I
get is not when do we reopen, but: How
are you going to help us safely reopen?
What are you doing about that?

Right now, the only responsible an-
swer is that we must vastly expand
contact tracing and testing for the
coronavirus so that people can go back
to normal life, knowing it is safe.

Unfortunately, the administration’s
plan for testing, which we just re-
ceived, basically states to the States
around our country: We will give you
some supplies, but otherwise, you are
on your own.

It is a shameful abdication of respon-
sibility. At this point, I am done with
expecting better from our President.
We are on our own in New Jersey, in
Michigan, in Ohio, in California.

So, let’s at least give our State and
local governments the resources they
need to bear this burden that our na-
tional government will not.

The HEROES Act would provide $75
billion to help our States conduct the
testing and contact tracing that we
need if we want to go back to work and
school safely. The HEROES Act also
provides the funding our State and
local governments have been pleading
for to make up for revenues lost be-
cause of coronavirus.

Mr. Speaker, in my district, I rep-
resent 75 small towns. We have more
Republican mayors in those towns than
Democrats, but this is not partisan in
my district. Every one of them would
rather spend money to pay our cops,
our firefighters, and our teachers to do
their jobs than spend money to pay for
their unemployment.

My message to those who are step-
ping down from responsibility is at
least help us to help those who are
stepping up. You want to go to the
beach, to a ball game? You want to
hold political rallies? Fine, so do I.
Help the people who are risking their
lives to make it safer for us to do those
things. Help the people who are work-
ing, who never stopped working, to
give us liberty without giving us death.

That is what the HEROES Act does.
If the Senate has a better plan, then
let’s hear it; let’s negotiate; let’s find
our common ground. Otherwise, let’s
send it to the President and get this
job done.

———

HIGHLIGHTING THE LAND AND
WATER CONSERVATION FUND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise to bring attention to the
Land and Water Conservation Fund,
otherwise known as the LWCF.

Families across the Lowcountry are
turning to green spaces to cope during
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this pandemic, and it is clear that we
need more parks and trails where folks
can get outside with social distancing.
That is what LWCF does for commu-
nities.

Our region relies on tourism and out-
door recreation, sectors that are tak-
ing a major hit these days. That is why
I am standing with the businesses that
make up the Outdoor Recreation
Roundtable in calling on Congress to
pass the bipartisan Great American
Outdoors Act to fully fund LWCF and
restore our parks.

Whether it is our seafood, our beach-
es, the opportunities to hunt and fish,
access to nature is one reason the
Lowcountry is so special. Let’s keep it
that way by investing in conservation
that supports our health and our econ-
omy.

——
O 1045
COVID-19

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, we
are in the backdrop of commemorating
Memorial Day just 2 days ago, when
the Nation bowed their heads to honor
the fallen. We did that without ques-
tion, without equivocation. But we also
acknowledge, and I stand here today
acknowledging, the sacrifice of those
heroes, acknowledging that 1,000 vet-
erans, as well, have lost their lives
from COVID-19.

I stand here today to say to America,
almost 100,000 of our fellow Americans,
our fellow residents, our mothers and
fathers, sisters and brothers, cousins,
aunts, uncles, grandparents, loved
ones, and neighbors, dear friends, class-
mates, and all around us have been the
victims of COVID-19.

So I speak for the overwhelming
number of Americans who say yes to
the HEROES Act.

Mr. Speaker, I ask those in the other
body and in the administration: Have
you ever seen a headline that said,
when a city tried to do its best, $15 mil-
lion in rental assistance runs out in 90
minutes—in my hometown of Houston.

Mr. Speaker, I say thank you to the
mayor, thank you to the county judge.
They are trying.

Have you ever seen someone who’s
never had to beg for food or ask for
food sit in the hot Sun in their car for
7 hours—I have—to be able to get gro-
ceries for their children?

Have you ever seen folks line up to be
tested, because they should have been
tested in February, March, but there
were no kits?

So working in a public-private part-
nership with UMMC, I opened seven
testing sites. The first one opened be-
fore any governmental site was opened.

So I say today, that is why I am on
the floor supporting $75 billion in test-
ing, $1 trillion in making sure that
brave municipal workers, firefighters,
teachers, and all those who do our
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work every day, police and others, are
standing and supporting the commu-
nity.

That is why I am supporting the di-
rect payment, because Chairman Pow-
ell of the Fed said we have to go big.

There are going to ultimately maybe
be 36 million people unemployed. That
is why I am supporting rental assist-
ance and mortgage assistance. That is
why I am supporting food assistance.

Mr. Speaker, has anybody seen the
faces of these people? Do we not under-
stand the pain of what they are going
through?

That is why I am here on the floor
dealing with the support of the HE-
ROES Act that must be signed by the
President and passed by the other
body, the U.S. Senate.

WE MUST DEMAND JUSTICE

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
want to pause for a moment and now
come to something that has soaked my
very DNA and my soul, and that is that
a young man by the name of Ahmaud
Arbery cannot jog in Georgia and be
left to his constitutional rights. They
were denied. He was gunned down for
absolutely no reason whatsoever.

It must be addressed. There must be
a trial, and there must be justice. Jus-
tice will render not his life back to his
family, but it will render truth.

As a member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I have written letters, and I
look forward to us organizing a re-
sponse that I have asked for in terms of
hearing from the victims and their var-
ious representatives.

Brianna Taylor was going to be a
nurse; Mr. Arbery was going to be an
electrician. She was going to be a
nurse. She was doing what Americans
do—sleeping, getting ready for work
the next day—and lo and behold, she
was bombarded; she was invaded. And
she was the wrong house and the wrong
person, and that person was in custody
already.

We must demand justice.

When you have the color of law and
when you have those whom you look to
for sanctity and you can respect them
when they are doing their work, you
must also—and I ask my fellow law-
makers and, also, law upholders—stand
together.

Now, brother George Floyd, I was up
until 2 in the morning with the pain of
the video. George Floyd, his family—he
was raised in Houston in my district—
went to Jack Yates High School. There
are people mourning in Houston,
Texas. He lived there for 40 years, a
gentle giant, and he was taken away
from us by a knee on his neck, crying
for his mama.

There must be charges. They must be
brought to justice, even if they wear a
uniform, in order for law and order to
be upheld. Everyone is watching that.

I have had fellow officers send me
messages: Outrageous.

My heart is burning; my heart is
hurting. I am crying when I heard him
say, ‘‘Mama, Mama, Mama,” and his
brothers and sisters have the pain of
hearing that over and over again.
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People were asking, Good Samari-
tans, saying: Please take your knee off
his neck, his trach. You are choking
him. You are killing him.

How can this be?

I quietly say, Mr. Speaker, as I close,
God is on our side. We are a nation of
laws and the Constitution. All I ask for
these families, all I ask, is fairness,
simple justice, and mercy for these
families.

May they rest in peace, those who
have gone on, and others, at the hands
of those who should not have brought
them down.

God bless you.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. DEGETTE) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God, father of us of all, thank You
for giving us another day.

As Members return to the Capitol,
keep them safe from infection during
this time of pandemic.

In the work that they do, and how
they do it, give them wisdom and pa-
tience. The world is affected tremen-
dously for the first time in many dec-
ades, and new ways of living and work-
ing are going through fits and starts.
Please be with us during these unique
times.

As the summer begins, may all Amer-
icans remain vigilant in honoring their
neighbors with the respect of appro-
priate distance and attention to the
danger of the coronavirus. Keep us
safe, and continue to bless those en-
gaged in addressing this disease di-
rectly.

May everything done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4(a) of House Resolution
967, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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