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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on additional motions to suspend
the rules on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

LAW ENFORCEMENT SUICIDE
DATA COLLECTION ACT

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 2746) to require the Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to
provide information on suicide rates in
law enforcement, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2746

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Law En-
forcement Suicide Data Collection Act”.

SEC. 2. INFORMATION ON SUICIDE IN LAW EN-
FORCEMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General, acting through the Direc-
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
shall establish, for the purpose of preventing
future law enforcement suicides and pro-
moting understanding of suicide in law en-
forcement, the Law Enforcement Officers
Suicide Data Collection Program, under
which law enforcement agencies may submit
to the Director information on suicides and
attempted suicides within such law enforce-
ment agencies, including information on—

(1) the circumstances and events that oc-
curred before each suicide or attempted sui-
cide;

(2) the general location of each suicide or
attempted suicide;

(3) the demographic information of each
law enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide;

(4) the occupational category, including
criminal investigator, corrections officer,
line of duty officer, 911 dispatch operator, of
each law enforcement officer who commits
or attempts suicide; and

(5) the method used in each suicide or at-
tempted suicide.

(b) PoLICIES.—The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation shall work with the Confidentiality
and Data Access Committee of the Federal
Committee on Statistical Methodology to
develop publication policies to manage the
risk of identity disclosure based upon the
best practices identified by other Federal
statistical programs.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Attorney General, acting
through the Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, shall submit to Congress
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and publish on the website of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation a report containing the
information submitted to the Director pur-
suant to subsection (a).

(d) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The report described
under subsection (¢) may not include any
personally identifiable information of a law
enforcement officer who commits or at-
tempts suicide.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘law enforcement agency’’
means a Federal, State, Tribal, or local
agency engaged in the prevention, detection,
or investigation, prosecution, or adjudica-
tion of any violation of the criminal laws of
the United States, a State, Tribal, or a polit-
ical subdivision of a State;

(2) the term ‘‘law enforcement officer”
means any current or former officer (includ-
ing a correctional officer), agent, or em-
ployee of the United States, a State, Indian
Tribe, or a political subdivision of a State
authorized by law to engage in or supervise
the prevention, detection, investigation, or
prosecution of any violation of the criminal
laws of the United States, a State, Indian
Tribe, or a political subdivision of a State;
and

(3) the term ‘‘State’” means each of the
several States, the District of Columbia, and
any commonwealth, territory, or possession
of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TITUS). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. RESCHENTHALER) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of S. 2746, the Law Enforcement
Suicide Data Collection Act, which re-
quires the FBI to establish a data col-
lection program that gathers data on
law enforcement and former law en-
forcement suicides at the local, State,
and Federal levels.

We consider this bill today in re-
sponse to a growing epidemic of law en-
forcement suicides in America. Trag-
ically, more than 227 U.S. law enforce-
ment officers took their own lives last
year, an increase of more than 50
deaths from the year before.

While law enforcement officers are
tasked with the responsibility of pro-
tecting our communities and respond-
ing to often dangerous emergency situ-
ations, the number who have died as a
result of suicide has, in recent years,
exceeded the numbers of officers lost in
the line of duty.

My community has been particularly
affected by this issue. Last year, the
New York Police Department lost nine
officers in a deeply troubling string of
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suicides. With long, late hours, regular
traumatic experiences, life-threatening
situations, and work in constant prox-
imity to firearms, law enforcement of-
ficers are at an increased risk for men-
tal illness such as post-traumatic
stress disorder, depression, and anx-
iety.

A number of reports over past dec-
ades indicate that that law enforce-
ment officers have an increased risk of
suicide when compared to the general
public. While suicide is currently the
leading cause of death for law enforce-
ment officers, the nearly 18,000 law en-
forcement agencies in this country
lack a unified reporting mechanism for
collecting data on these tragedies.
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Without the proper information and
statistics, law enforcement agencies
and local, State, and Federal leaders
are hindered in their ability to edu-
cate, prevent, and respond to this epi-
demic of suicides.

This bill directs the FBI to establish
the Law Enforcement Officers Suicide
Data Collection Program to prevent fu-
ture suicides and to promote the under-
standing of suicide in law enforcement
by collecting information from Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement
agencies.

Data allowed to be collected pursu-
ant to this bill includes details relating
to both suicides and attempted sui-
cides, including the circumstances and
location of each event, as well as demo-
graphic information of each law en-
forcement officer and the method used
in each incident.

It is imperative that the law enforce-
ment community, mental health pro-
fessionals, Congress, and the American
people better understand the extent of,
and the reasons for, this crisis.

The bill, therefore, also requires pub-
lic reporting of the FBI’s findings so
that Congress and others can best sup-
port State and local agencies that are
grappling with the day-to-day con-
sequences of officer suicide.

Madam Speaker, I am grateful for
the bipartisan effort to address this im-
portant issue. In the House, our col-
league, Representative MIKE QUIGLEY,
authored H.R. 3735, the companion to
this Senate-passed bill. I commend
him, and I commend the bill’s Senate
sponsor, Senator CATHERINE CORTEZ
MASTO, for their tireless work on be-
half of law enforcement officers and
their loved ones.

Madam Speaker, I support this bill. I
urge my colleagues to do the same, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
S. 2746, the Law Enforcement Suicide
Data Collection Act.

Last year, Congress passed and the
President signed into law the STOIC
Act, a bill that I introduced with my
good friend, Congresswoman MAD-
ELEINE DEAN. That bill improves men-
tal health treatment for our Nation’s
law enforcement officers.
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