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Over the years, Jack has held many
leadership positions, including senior
patrol leader in his Boy Scout troop
and a Sea Scout National Quarterdeck,
a representative on the Sea Scout Na-
tional Committee. He is an Eagle Scout
and has been recognized as the 2018
Northeast Region Sea Scout of the
Year.

Jack’s dedication and discipline are
two traits that will lead to his success
at the U.S. Naval Academy. Jack is a
proven leader. I wish him the best in
this exciting new chapter of his life.

———
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RECOGNIZING JOE JOYCE

(Mr. ROSE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to remember all those who
we have lost to the coronavirus, and
one man in particular who is close to
my heart and the hearts of thousands
of people in my district.

Joe Joyce may best be known for his
bar in Bay Ridge, J.J. Bubbles, but the
truth is he served our community
much more than cold beer. His gen-
erous spirit touched countless lives on
both sides of the Verrazzano.

Joe was an Army veteran who served
in Vietnam, and after he returned
home his service continued. He worked
as a phys ed teacher for disabled stu-
dents on Staten Island, supported the
Special Olympics, and would offer up
his bar to host fundraisers for any or-
ganization who asked. That was one
thing that never changed over the 42
years Joe was in business. As soon as
you walked into J.J. Bubbles you were
family.

Today, we remember and think of
Joe’s family: his wife, Jane; his chil-
dren, Eddie, Kristin, Kevin; and his six
grandchildren. Joe’s loss can be felt all
throughout my district, but his gift to
all of us was his unique ability to bring
people of all stripes together, and that
is a gift we need now more than ever.

————

QUALITY HEALTHCARE FOR
VETERANS

(Mr. WATKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in support of S. 3084, the Competi-
tive Pay for Leaders in Veterans
Healthcare Act. This legislation was
introduced by my good friend and fel-
low Kansan, the chairman of the Sen-
ate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
Senator JERRY MORAN.

Our Nation’s veterans deserve the
best care possible. We must ensure that
the VA can recruit and retain high-
quality talented leaders. The Competi-
tive Pay for Leaders in Veterans
Healthcare Act is less about the lead-
ers, actually, it is more about the vet-
erans as the quality of their care is the
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direct result of the quality of the VA
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I support
the Competitive Pay for Leaders in
Veterans Healthcare Act and encour-
age my colleagues to do the same. No
one fights harder for our veterans than
President Trump. He has always made
us a top priority, and I am glad that he
and the VA Secretary will support this
measure, and I look forward to its pas-
sage.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2020

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6168) to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2020, the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and the rates of
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for the survivors of certain dis-
abled veterans, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6168

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment
Act of 2020”.

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—Effective on De-
cember 1, 2020, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall increase, in accordance with sub-
section (c), the dollar amounts in effect on
November 30, 2020, for the payment of dis-
ability compensation and dependency and in-
demnity compensation under the provisions
specified in subsection (b).

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following:

(1) WARTIME DISABILITY COMPENSATION.—
Each of the dollar amounts under section
1114 of title 38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—HBEach of the dollar amounts under sec-
tion 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The
amount under section 1162 of such title.

(4) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO SURVIVING SPOUSE.—Each of the dol-
lar amounts under subsections (a) through
(d) of section 1311 of such title.

(5) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO CHILDREN.—Each of the dollar
amounts under sections 1313(a) and 1314 of
such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—Each dol-
lar amount described in subsection (b) shall
be increased by the same percentage as the
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percentage by which benefit amounts pay-
able under title IT of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased effective
December 1, 2020, as a result of a determina-
tion under section 215(i1) of such Act (42
U.S.C. 415(3i)).

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may adjust administratively,
consistent with the increases made under
subsection (a), the rates of disability com-
pensation payable to persons under section
10 of Public Law 85-857 (72 Stat. 1263) who
have not received compensation under chap-
ter 11 of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
publish in the Federal Register the amounts
specified in section 2(b), as increased under
that section, not later than the date on
which the matters specified in section
215(1)(2)(D) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 415(1)(2)(D)) are required to be pub-
lished by reason of a determination made
under section 215(i) of such Act during fiscal
year 2021.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID P.
ROE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous materials on H.R.
6168.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6168, the Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2020 increases veterans’
disability compensation at the same
rate as the annual Social Security in-
crease. This puts a little extra money
in the pockets of our disabled veterans
and their families to make sure VA
benefits keep pace with inflation.

While this increase may be a small
one, it is an essential one that veterans
and their families rely on us passing
each year. In my time as chairman of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I
have had the opportunity to speak to
and know many veterans. Many of
them highlight this bill as a priority
for them and their families.

The cost-of-living adjustment, or
COLA, is vital for ensuring that vet-
erans’ benefits do not decline due to
changes in the economy. For veterans
with service-connected disabilities,
this annual change is an assurance to
them and their families that their ben-
efits will remain consistent. It is a
guarantee we make to them and a
great source of comfort to many vet-
erans and their families.

As our country deals with the novel
coronavirus pandemic, and the severe
economic effects it will have, it is more
important than ever that we pass this
yearly COLA increase so that veterans
and their families trust that their ben-
efits will not decline due to inflation.
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