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Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, as 

America opens up and we go over 
100,000 deaths attributed to the COVID, 
it is important that we look at all our 
options to reduce the number of deaths 
related to this disease. 

I feel the government is leaving too 
much to the pharmaceutical industry 
to develop a vaccine. Well, the answer 
may be a more natural one and one 
that is a lot cheaper for the American 
public. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly believe 
that we should be looking more at the 
benefits of vitamin D. Vitamin D is 
from the Sun. It is free. I encourage 
people to ignore the politicians who 
say you have to spend all day indoors, 
but get out and grab the Sun. 

We have been told since we were chil-
dren that you get vitamin D from the 
Sun, and that is the way you stay 
healthy. If you can’t grab the rays, 
grab some vitamin D pills. That is an-
other way to get your vitamin D. 

It is not just me saying it. I encour-
age folks back home to Google ‘‘North-
western University vitamin D,’’ or 
‘‘Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, vi-
tamin D,’’ and you will see there are a 
lot of experts outside of the CDC who 
are already pushing it. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage people 
to use that method to keep the number 
of deaths from COVID down. 

f 

COVID–19 ON THE NAVAJO NATION 

(Mr. LUJÁN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, since 
the beginning of this crisis, I have 
heard from Tribal leaders about the 
human tragedy of COVID–19 on the 
Navajo Nation: whole families ravaged 
by the disease, doctors overwhelmed by 
the surging cases, and insufficient Fed-
eral help. 

These leaders are sounding the alarm 
for a community in crisis, and I have 
been working to ensure the medical 
professionals who serve the Navajo Na-
tion have every tool at their disposal 
to treat patients and protect them-
selves. 

But instead of doing right by the 
Navajo Nation, this administration, 
ProPublica found, awarded a $3 million 
contract for personal protective equip-
ment to an 11-day-old company headed 
by a former White House staffer. As a 
result, the IHS received hundreds of 
thousands of masks that may be un-
suitable for medical use. 

This lack of leadership endangers 
lives. That is why I am working with 
the New Mexico delegation and our col-
leagues from Arizona to hold the 
Trump administration accountable. 

The Navajo Nation deserves the full 
support of the Federal Government 
during this crisis and not to have this 
administration turn a blind eye while 
the Nation loses one more parent, 
grandparent, son, or daughter. This ad-
ministration must act as an honest 

partner to the Navajo people, and I will 
fight to ensure that happens. 

f 

HISTORIC FLOODING IN MID- 
MICHIGAN 

(Mr. MOOLENAAR asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the first re-
sponders, emergency officials, and the 
people of mid-Michigan for their swift 
action, heroic work, and incredible 
compassion in responding to the flood-
ing in our region last week. 

In the face of the COVID–19 pan-
demic, historic rain, and the failure of 
two dams, they quickly and safely 
evacuated more than 11,000 people 
without a single death or injury and 
provided shelter for those who were 
displaced. 

I have been on the ground meeting 
with residents who have been affected, 
especially in Sanford, which took the 
hardest hit from this heartbreaking 
event. Residents have lost businesses, 
homes, and cherished family posses-
sions. 

In the face of these challenges, our 
community is coming together. We are 
grateful for the overwhelming support 
that has come from across the State 
and from nonprofits and businesses. My 
colleagues here in Congress have also 
reached out to me, and I appreciate 
their kind words and offers of assist-
ance. 

Madam Speaker, today, I say thank 
you to everyone in mid-Michigan and 
across the country for their support 
during this challenging time. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF KENNY 
BELKNAP 

(Mrs. LEE of Nevada asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, on behalf of Nevada’s Third Dis-
trict, I rise today to recognize Mr. 
Kenny Belknap, an honors and AP gov-
ernment teacher at Del Sol Academy. 

For decades, Clark County school-
teachers have been forced to work with 
a tight budget. Like Mr. Belknap told 
me: ‘‘We’re just trying to keep our 
head above water.’’ 

He is used to parsing materials and 
assigning two students to one textbook 
as they fight for space in an over-
crowded classroom. And, unfortu-
nately, that was before the COVID–19 
pandemic. 

The economic fallout of the 
coronavirus crisis is devastating State 
and local governments. In my home 
State of Nevada, the Clark County 
School District is expecting budget 
cuts of $38 million this year alone. It is 
classes like Mr. Belknap’s that will 
hurt the most from this loss. 

Congress can help by prioritizing 
Federal funding to States, towns, and 

communities to relieve budget short-
falls so our education, healthcare, and 
public services don’t suffer. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to help our States and local commu-
nities and give teachers like Mr. 
Belknap a chance to give his students 
the opportunities they deserve. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMERICANS LOST 
TO COVID–19 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, today we 
mourn the lives of over 100,000 Ameri-
cans who lost their lives and pray for 
the recovery of over 1.75 million Ameri-
cans infected by COVID–19. This rep-
resents an unimaginable pain, but the 
numbers really don’t tell the story. I 
want to take a moment to describe 
four central Floridians we lost by this 
pandemic: 

Rob Carlos, Poinciana, a retired Dis-
ney cast member known as Pirate Bob; 

Dr. Neil Powell, Orlando, an Air 
Force veteran and dentist who made 
central Florida smile brighter; 

Bill Smith of Lake Wales, an elec-
trician who worked on national 
launchpads and the Magic Kingdom; 

And Virgilio Germán of Kissimmee, a 
retired carpenter, who loved to sing 
Mexican ballads to his wife, Gigi. 

These and other stories throughout 
central Florida will continue to be in 
our hearts as we do everything we can 
to get beyond and survive this pan-
demic. 

f 

b 1600 

THE NEED FOR MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, our 
work now is to negotiate a new relief 
bill. So far we have spent trillions of 
dollars bandaging our economic 
wounds, yet less than one-half of 1 per-
cent has gone to beat the disease 
through research on therapeutics and 
prophylaxes. 

All hands should be on deck. Every 
reasonable idea should be tested. But 
our professional medical researchers 
are today sitting at home because their 
non-COVID research has been sus-
pended and our COVID research fund-
ing has been modest. 

The HEROES Act provides $5.5 bil-
lion to do this medical research. That 
is the most important one-quarter of 1 
percent of that bill, and we need to 
fight to expand it in negotiations. 

Medical research is the best invest-
ment we can make for America. It is 
also the only way we are likely to pro-
vide major help for the billions of peo-
ple who live in poor countries, and it is 
the best investment that we can make 
in America’s standing in the world. 
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