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The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
actions. 

The Senator from Kentucky. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to legislative session and be in a period 
of morning business, with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 35 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent for the expedited pas-
sage of H.R. 35, the Emmett Till 
Antilynching Act, as amended. I seek 
to amend this legislation not because I 
take lynching lightly but because I 
take it seriously, and this legislation 
does not. 

Lynching is a tool of terror that 
claimed the lives of nearly 5,000 Ameri-
cans between 1881 and 1968, but this bill 
would cheapen the meaning of lynching 
by defining it so broadly as to include 
a minor bruise or abrasion. Our Na-
tion’s history of racial terrorism de-
mands more seriousness from us than 
that. 

W.E.B. Du Bois wrote in his auto-
biography about the 1899 lynching of 
Sam Hose in Georgia. Du Bois wrote 
that, after the lynching, Hose’s knuck-
les were viewed on display at a store on 
Mitchell Street in Atlanta. His liver 
and heart were even presented to the 
Governor of Georgia as a souvenir. 

Sickening, grotesque—the images of 
lynching. 

In 1931, Raymond Gunn was lynched 
in Maryville, MO. The spectacle drew a 
crowd of almost 4,000 people, including, 
if you can believe it, women and their 

children. In the tragedy of lynching, 
the author writes that one woman even 
held her little girl up so high so she 
could better see the victim who was 
‘‘blazing on the roof.’’ 

Sickening and grotesque, these im-
ages. 

In the summer of 1955, 14-year-old 
Emmett Till was visiting family in 
Money, MS, when he went to a country 
store and bought some candy. While in 
there, he was accused of flirting with a 
White woman, and for that offense, 
Emmett Till was kidnapped in the mid-
dle of the night and bludgeoned so 
badly that, afterward, his body was un-
recognizable. He could only be identi-
fied by the ring he was wearing. After 
seeing her son’s remains, his mother 
insisted on having an open casket fu-
neral so the whole world could see 
what the killers had done to her son. 

We must remember the murders of 
Emmett Till, Raymond Gunn, Sam 
Hose, and the thousands of others 
whose lives were destroyed by the bar-
barity of the lynch mob, but this bill 
will not do that. This bill would expand 
the meaning of ‘‘lynching’’ to include 
any bodily injury, including a cut, an 
abrasion, or a bruise, physical pain, ill-
ness, or any other injury to the body, 
no matter how temporary. 

Words have meaning. It would be a 
disgrace for the Congress of the United 
States to declare that a bruise is 
lynching, that an abrasion is lynching, 
that any injury to the body, no matter 
how temporary, is on par with the 
atrocities done to people like Emmett 
Till, Raymond Gunn, and Sam Hose, 
who were killed for no reason but be-
cause they were Black. To do that 
would demean their memories and 
cheapen the historic and horrific leg-
acy of lynching in our country. 

As Congressman AMASH stated, ‘‘To 
be clear, the bill does not make lynch-
ing a new Federal hate crime. Mur-
dering someone on account of their 
race or conspiring to do so is now ille-
gal under Federal law. It is already a 
Federal crime, and it is already a hate 
crime.’’ 

He is right. We have had Federal hate 
crime statutes for over 50 years, and it 
has been a Federal hate crime to mur-
der someone because of his race for 
over a decade. Additionally, murder is 
already a crime in 50 States. In fact, 
rather than considering a good-inten-
tioned but symbolic bill, the Senate 
could immediately consider addressing 
qualified immunity and ending police 
militarization. 

We can and must do better. That is 
why no one in the Senate has been 
more involved in criminal justice re-
form than I have. No one has intro-
duced more criminal justice reform 
bills. In my time in the Senate, I have 
authored or cosponsored at least 22 
unique criminal justice reform bills. I 
am acutely aware of the injustices per-
petrated year in and year out in our 
cities, but reform needs to be more 
than window dressing. 

That is why I am on the floor today 
to offer the expedited passage—pass it 

today—of the Emmett Till 
Antilynching Act, as amended. Lynch-
ing is a particularly vicious kind of 
murder, and a Federal law should treat 
it as such. For these reasons, the Em-
mett Till Antilynching Act should be 
adopted with my amendment, which 
would apply the criminal penalties for 
lynching only and not for other crimes. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of H.R. 35, which 
was received by the House. I ask unani-
mous consent that my amendment at 
the desk be agreed to, that the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed, and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from California. 
Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, in re-

serving the right to object, the idea 
that we would not be taking the issue 
of lynching seriously is an insult, an 
insult to Senator BOOKER, to Senator 
TIM SCOTT, to me, and to all of the Sen-
ators, past and present, who have un-
derstood that this is part of the great 
stain of America’s history. 

To suggest that anything short of 
pulverizing someone so much that the 
casket would otherwise be closed ex-
cept for the heroism and courage of 
Emmett Till’s mother, to suggest that 
lynching would only be a lynching if 
someone’s heart were pulled out and 
produced and displayed to someone else 
is ridiculous—and on this day, the day 
of George Floyd’s funeral and a day 
that should be a day of national 
mourning. 

In 2018, the Senate unanimously 
passed bipartisan antilynching legisla-
tion, which I proudly introduced with 
the only other Black Members of this 
body—Senator CORY BOOKER and Sen-
ator TIM SCOTT. It was a historic mo-
ment. It marked the first time in the 
history of our country that Federal 
antilynching legislation had been 
passed by the U.S. Senate. It passed 
again by unanimous consent in 2019. 

Senator PAUL is now trying to weak-
en a bill that was already passed. There 
is no reason for this. Senator PAUL’s 
amendment would place a greater bur-
den on victims of lynching than is cur-
rently required under Federal hate 
crimes laws. There is no reason for 
this. There is no reason other than its 
being cruel and deliberate obstruction 
on a day of mourning. 

On this very day, at this very hour, 
there is a memorial service to honor 
the life of George Floyd, who was mur-
dered on a sidewalk by a police officer, 
with a knee on his neck. For 8 minutes 
46 seconds, George Floyd pled for his 
life, called for his late mother, and said 
he could not breathe. The pain experi-
enced not only by that man, that 
human being and his family and his 
children, but the pain of the people of 
America witnessing what we have wit-
nessed since the founding of this coun-
try, which is that the Black lives have 
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