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country has remembered that peace
and protest can and must coexist.

The vast majority of the men and
women in law enforcement across our
country are not evil, are not racist, do
not wake up every morning looking for
violence. We are reminded of their
bravery every time a citizen needs to
dial 9-1-1, and they rush toward dan-
ger. We were all reminded again this
past weekend, as these professionals
bravely kept watch over demonstra-
tions, including ones where they them-
selves had been called racist or evil or
were denigrated in the worst ways be-
cause of their uniforms and their
badges.

So, if peaceful protesters rightly do
not want to be lumped in with a subset
of looters and rioters who seek destruc-
tion, then the vast majority of brave
police officers cannot be lumped in
with the very worst examples of hei-
nous behavior. It is that simple. But,
instead, we are already seeing out-
landish calls to defund the police or to
abolish the police take root within the
leftwing leadership class. The president
of the City Council in Minneapolis has
proclaimed she can ‘‘imagine a future
without police.”” One of her fellow
council members put it even more
clearly: ‘“This council is going to dis-
mantle this police department.”’

To be clear as to what this effort is
about, one of the local groups inform-
ing this push in Minnesota has literally
stated that arts programs and mental
health resources will be more effective
at stopping crime than will be armed
cops. Instead of ‘‘strangers armed with
guns,” they say other professionals
like social workers should be the ones
to ‘“‘respond to crises in our commu-
nity.”

I am all for social work and mental
health, but call me old-fashioned—I
think you may actually want a police
officer to stop a criminal and arrest
him before we try to work through his
feelings.

Well, even if some leftwing leaders
fall for this nonsense, I have a feeling
the American people are too smart for
that. They know that what happened
to George Floyd was totally abhorrent.
They also know that riots and looting
are unacceptable. They also know that
well-trained law enforcement officers
are an important part of creating safe
communities, not something to defund
or abolish.

So I am proud that Americans across
the country can protest in safety and
peace. I am proud that their neighbors
continue to answer the call to protect
and to serve, and I am hopeful that,
with unity and mutual respect, we can
continue this important national dis-
cussion to ensure justice and equal pro-
tection under the law.

——
GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
an entirely different subject, while the

Senate remains the only Chamber in
this Capitol with its lights on, we are
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going to continue with legislative work
for the country. We will take our first
vote today to advance the Great Amer-
ican Outdoors Act—a generational bill
from Senator DAINES and Senator
GARDNER—that will secure the future
of our Nation’s natural treasures.

America is home to 419 national park
sites, 567 national wildlife refuges, and
hundreds of millions of acres of public
lands. Every year, millions of Ameri-
cans turn to these lands for recreation,
inspiration, and for their livelihoods.
These resources exist because of the vi-
sionary actions of prior Congresses.
Now it is our turn to secure them for
generations yet to come.

Our colleagues’ legislation does two
big things: It improves access to parks
and public lands by investing in main-
tenance and upkeep, and it secures per-
manent support for the missions of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Their legislation has already per-
suaded 59 cosponsors here in the Sen-
ate. It has earned the bipartisan en-
dorsement of the last six former Secre-
taries of the Interior, and a diverse co-
alition of independent advocates—from
The Nature Conservancy to the Out-
door Industry Association to the Amer-
ican Battlefield Trust—have called on
us to pass this bill.

This bill has unusually broad, bipar-
tisan, and vocal support because the
issues at hand affect so many different
communities so concretely. Every
year, visitors to America’s national
parks bring more than $40 billion in
economic impact to the gateway towns
that surround them. The State and
local parks, stewarded by the LWCF,
help to generate another $166 billion in
local economic activity and support
more than 1.1 million jobs.

My fellow Kentuckians and I know
this firsthand. At least 120,000 jobs are
supported by active outdoor recreation
in the Commonwealth. From hunters
and anglers in the Daniel Boone Na-
tional Forest to tourists visiting Mam-
moth Cave, our State’s natural treas-
ures occasion nearly $13 billion in an-
nual consumer spending. Yet Kentuck-
ians also know that tight budgets for
maintenance often mean that historic
sites go without important repairs and
upgrades that would ensure safe access
and smooth operations. So we are
acutely aware of the need to address
the deferred maintenance backlog,
which this legislation tackles head-on.

So I am very grateful to our col-
leagues from Montana and Colorado for
shepherding this legislation. I am
proud of the stand they have taken in
support of our Nation’s natural won-
ders and the millions of American live-
lihoods that depend on them. I look
forward to discussing this landmark
legislation more in the days ahead, to
supporting it here on the floor, and to
urging every one of my colleagues to
join in.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

TAXPAYER FIRST ACT OF 2019—
MOTION TO PROCEED—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 1957, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 75, H.R.
1957, a bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to modernize and improve the
Internal Revenue Service, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

PROTESTS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now,
“Equal Justice Under Law’—those
words are etched in stone above the
doors of the Supreme Court, a bedrock
principle of the American system.
These past few weeks have been a sear-
ing reminder of how that principle does
not reflect the lived experience for
many Americans.

For Black Americans, confrontations
with the police are not the same as for
White Americans. You can be standing
on a street corner like Eric Garner or
asleep in your bed like Breonna Taylor
and have your life ended by police.
George Floyd’s brutal death at the
hands of a White police officer in Min-
neapolis sparked peaceful protests
across this country because as singular
and tragic as the death of George Floyd
was, his experience was one that reso-
nated with far too many Black Ameri-
cans.

That is why hundreds of thousands of
Americans have engaged in peaceful
demonstrations against police violence
and systemic racism. From Los Ange-
les to Washington, DC, and from Se-
attle to New York City, where I joined
shoulder to shoulder with my fellow
New Yorkers on Saturday, Americans
from all walks of life have marched,
sang, prayed, cried, and spoken out
that Black lives matter; that our coun-
try promises justice for all but too
often only delivers it for some.
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