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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, thank You for Your
great and precious promises. You have
promised to keep a record of our pain.
You have promised that no weapon
formed against us will prosper. You
have promised to supply our needs and
to surround us with the shield of Your
blessings. You have promised to keep
us from stumbling or slipping.

Lord, You have promised that noth-
ing can separate us from Your love.
You have promised to do for us more
than we can ask or imagine. Great and
precious are Your promises.

Give our lawmakers confidence in
Your promises as they face these tu-
multuous times. Sustain them with
Your unfailing love and keep them on
the right path.

We pray in Your matchless Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. RoM-
NEY). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING
REDUCTION ACT

Mr. GRASSLEY. The miracles of sci-
entific innovation have cleared ill-

Senate

nesses that a generation ago delivered
a death sentence to many Americans.
Dr. Jonas Salk’s polio vaccine in 1953
eradicated the fatal effects of the virus
that killed thousands of children in the
first half of the 20th century.

I have every confidence that our sci-
entific community will unlock a vac-
cine to stop the coronavirus pandemic.
Testing, developing, and reviewing vac-
cines take time, but all of that is well
underway.

However, there is no time to lose for
Congress to pass my bipartisan Pre-
scription Drug Pricing Reduction Act.
We have the responsibility to ensure
that pharmaceutical treatments,
therapies, and vaccines are affordable
for all Americans facing this pandemic
or any of the future ones.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Over the last sev-
eral weeks, major challenges have
dominated the headlines on a daily
basis. Following the sacrifices Ameri-
cans have made to fight the
coronavirus, our Nation is gradually
beginning to reopen. Our economy has
started adding back jobs. But as some
States are seeing their numbers in-
crease, the fallout for American work-
ers remains historic, and schools, uni-
versities, and employers are still look-
ing for smart and safe ways to step
back toward normal.

The Senate is working to ensure that
our efforts to treat, contain, and re-

cover from the pandemic can succeed.
We have confirmed a Special Inspector
General for Pandemic Recovery. Com-
mittees are overseeing the CARES Act,
and Senator CORNYN is crafting meas-
ures to make sure a second epidemic of
frivolous lawsuits does mnot block
schools and colleges from reopening or
employers from rehiring workers.

At the same time, the Kkillings of
Black Americans like George Floyd
and Breonna Taylor have accelerated
important conversations. With the
leadership of Senator ScoTT of South
Carolina, the Senate is preparing to
add to the conversations surrounding
law enforcement with our own serious
proposal—policies that would take
smart steps without attacking the vast
majority of police officers who bravely
do their jobs the right way.

Of course there is also a long list of
legislative priorities which the Senate
was going to tackle before these new
issues materialized. This week, Chair-
man INHOFE and the Armed Services
Committee have been marking up the
60th consecutive National Defense Au-
thorization Act, which I hope the full
Senate will be voting on later this
month.

Here on the floor, we have also been
considering a landmark bill to protect
and preserve our Nation’s public lands
for future generations.

In my home State of Kentucky, we
know all about the important role that
public lands play in preserving our
physical heritage, providing access for
outdoor recreation, and sustaining jobs
and prosperity in the process. Across
the Commonwealth, outdoor recreation
supports 120,000 jobs and drives nearly
$13 billion in consumer spending. From
natural wonders like Red River Gorge
and Mammoth Cave National Park to
historic sites like Mill Springs Battle-
field and Camp Nelson, Kentuckians
have grown up enjoying our public
lands, and we intend to protect them
for future generations.

Let me give just one example. As 1
mentioned yesterday, when I came to
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