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provided nearly $14 billion in funding
to ensure institutions of higher edu-
cation could make the transition to
distance learning, provide students
with essential supports and resources,
and cover the enormous costs they’ve
incurred during this time. Unfortu-
nately, the Administration has not fol-
lowed Congress’ intent to provide these
colleges and universities with the in-
creased flexibility they need to meet
the needs of their students.

This is why I'm introducing the
Coronavirus Relief Flexibility for Stu-
dents and Institutions Act, which
would fix several implementation
issues with the higher education funds
in the CARES Act by providing institu-
tions of higher education and students
with the flexibility Congress intended.
This bill would make an additional 7.5
million students eligible for emergency
financial aid by expanding eligibility
beyond just those who have filled out a
FAFSA and are eligible under Title IV
of the Higher Education Act. Addition-
ally, it would allow institutions of
higher education to use CARES Act
funds to cover revenue losses incurred
as a result of COVID-19, rather than
limiting the funding to the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s narrow inter-
pretation that funds can only be used
for new expenses associated with the
transition of instruction to distance
learning. It would also ensure that col-
leges hardest hit by COVID-19 are re-
ceiving the support they need by re-
quiring an application to demonstrate
such needs, rather than providing all
colleges with $500,000 in taxpayer funds
regardless of size.

In this difficult time, colleges des-
perately need the flexibility to best
serve their students. This bill will help
ensure that Secretary DeVos and the
U.S. Department of Education follow
Congress’ intent to stabilize our insti-
tutions of higher education that are
hurting from COVID-19 and provide
emergency financial aid for the stu-
dents who need it, not just those that
who have met bureaucratic require-
ments. I hope the Senate passes this
bill quickly to ensure that institutions
have the flexibility and supports they
need to continue providing high qual-
ity and equitable access to education
for all students as we continue to
weather this pandemic.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr.
LEE, Mr. ScoTT of South Caro-
lina, and Mr. ScoTT of Florida):

S. 3949. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permit kinder-
garten through grade 12 educational
expenses to be paid from a 529 account
during the Coronavirus Emergency Pe-
riod; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise at a
time of crisis. For several months now,
our Nation been dealing with two si-
multaneous crises—a global health
pandemic that has claimed the lives of
over 115,000 Americans and over 400,000
people across the globe—and an eco-
nomic crisis that has cost over 40 mil-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

lion Americans their jobs. We are also
now dealing with a crisis of racial divi-
sion and anger over the Kkilling of
George Floyd on Memorial Day.

As our Nation reels from the difficul-
ties of the past few months, it’s time to
focus on what we can do to recover.
One challenge that we’ve faced this
year is the closures of schools all
across the Country. Suddenly, because
of the coronavirus pandemic, over 76
million American students of all ages
were faced with finishing the school
yvear at home—including over five mil-
lion students in my home State of
Texas—away from many of the re-
sources that school provides.

To say that has been a staggering
shift for many students and families is
an understatement. That is why today,
I'm introducing a bill to temporarily
expand 529 accounts so that parents of
children who are now learning from
home as a result of the coronavirus
pandemic can cover educational ex-
penses such as tuition, books and other
instructional materials, online edu-
cational materials, tutoring, standard-
ized test fees, and educational thera-
pies for students with disabilities.

This bill, the Helping Parents Edu-
cate Children During the Coronavirus
Pandemic Act, is a version of a bill I
introduced last year, the Student Em-
powerment Act, which would allow 100
percent of American students to use 529
accounts to help pay for K-12 edu-
cation. The Helping Parents Educate
Children During the Coronavirus Pan-
demic Act has the benefits of the Stu-
dent Empowerment Act, but is tailored
to navigate the educational challenges
the coronavirus pandemic poses to stu-
dents nationwide.

These bills would extend 529 accounts
to cover educational expenses of all
sorts, allowing public school families
(who do not pay tuition) to participate.
Around 90 percent of America’s stu-
dents attend public school, so this
change would help many Americans af-
ford all the associated costs of an edu-
cation.

These bills would also make 529 ac-
counts more accessible to low-income
and middle-income families, public
school families, families who send their
children to religious schools, and
homeschool families who need help
paying for their child’s K-12 education.

We’ve come a long way in making a
quality education attainable for Amer-
ican students, but we have more to do.
That is why I'm working to help par-
ents, guardians, and students across
the country access the tools they need
to continue school at home as long as
we have a public health emergency be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic.

In closing, I want to thank the edu-
cators and parents who over the past
three months have made education a
priority for millions of American stu-
dents. Your hard work and dedication
to ensuring your students continue to
learn despite the challenges of a global
pandemic is a good example for us all
that we must keep going, we must

June 11, 2020

move forward, and that one day, we
will emerge from these challenges
stronger than before.

I yield the floor.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  614—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF THE
VICTIMS OF THE HEINOUS AT-
TACK AT THE PULSE NIGHTCLUB
ON JUNE 12, 2016

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 614

Whereas, on June 12, 2016, a gunman in-
spired by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
targeted the Pulse nightclub in Orlando,
Florida, where he killed 49 innocent victims
and wounded dozens more in a despicable at-
tack;

Whereas the attack at the Pulse nightclub
was an attack on the LGBTQ community,
the Hispanic community, the City of Or-
lando, the State of Florida, and the United
States;

Whereas the Orlando community continues
to mourn the tragic loss of life, but has dem-
onstrated remarkable strength, unity, and
resilience in the aftermath of the horrendous
event;

Whereas June 12 is designated as ‘‘Pulse
Remembrance Day’ in the State of Florida
to honor the victims and survivors of the
senseless attack;

Whereas the people of the United States
continue to pray for those affected by the
tragedy; and

Whereas June 12, 2020, marks 4 years since
the lives of the 49 innocent victims were
tragically cut short by the senseless act of
terrorism: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates the 49 victims killed in
the attack at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando,
Florida, on June 12, 2016, and offers heartfelt
condolences to the families, loved ones, and
friends of the victims;

(2) honors the dozens of survivors of the at-
tack and pledges continued resolve to stand
against terrorism and hate; and

(3) expresses gratitude to the brave law en-
forcement and emergency medical personnel
who responded to the attack.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 615—RECOG-
NIZING THE 70TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE OUTBREAK OF THE KO-
REAN WAR AND THE TRANS-
FORMATION OF THE TUNITED
STATES-SOUTH KOREA  ALLI-
ANCE INTO A MUTUALLY BENE-
FICIAL, GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP

Mr. GARDNER (for himself and Mr.
MARKEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 615

Whereas June 25, 2020, marks the 70th anni-
versary of the outbreak of the Korean War,
when the armed forces of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) at-
tacked the Republic of Korea (South Korea)
on June 25, 1950;

Whereas the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 83 on June 27,
1950, recommending ‘‘Members of the United
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Nations furnish assistance to the Republic of
Korea’ and Resolution 84 on July 7, 1950, rec-
ommending Members make military forces
and other assistance available ‘‘to a unified
command under the United States of Amer-
ica’’;

Whereas, on July 27, 1953, an Armistice
Agreement was signed by United States
Army Lieutenant General William Harrison,
Jr. representing the United Nations Com-
mand with the Korean People’s Army and
the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army to ‘‘in-
sure a complete cessation of hostilities and
of all acts of armed force in Korea until a
final peaceful settlement is achieved”’;

Whereas the Armistice Agreement remains
in force today and by its terms has neither
formally ended the Korean War nor con-
stituted a permanent settlement of peace on
the Korean Peninsula;

Whereas, on October 1, 1953, a Mutual De-
fense Treaty between the United States and
South Korea was signed in Washington, D.C.
(5 UST 2368), with ratification advised by and
consented to by the Senate on January 26,
1954, and the treaty remains in force today
“‘to strengthen their efforts for collective de-
fense for the preservation of peace and secu-
rity’’;

Whereas, during the Korean War, 1,789,000
United States soldiers, sailors, airmen, and
Marines served in theater, 36,574 paid the ul-
timate sacrifice with their lives in defense of
freedom in South Korea, and more than 7,500
members of the United States Armed Forces
remain classified by the Department of De-
fense as Missing in Action;

Whereas, on October 7, 2016, H.R.1475, enti-
tled the ‘“Korean War Veterans Memorial
Wall of Remembrance Act’” was introduced
in the 114th Congress by Representative Sam
Johnson of Texas and became Public Law
114-230;

Whereas, according to House Report 114-
433, the Korean War Veterans Memorial Wall
of Remembrance Act (Public Law 114-230) au-
thorizes a Wall of Remembrance to be added
to the Korean War Veterans Memorial with
the names of those that died in theater, are
listed as missing, or were prisoners of war,
and would also list the number of personnel
that were part of the Korean Augmentation
to the United States Army (KATUSA) pro-
gram;

Whereas the Korean War is no longer ‘‘The
Forgotten War” but ‘“The Forgotten Vic-
tory” and June 25, 1950, is considered the
symbolic start of the ironclad United States-
South Korea alliance that was forged in
blood;

Whereas, in the 70 years since the outbreak
of the Korean War, the United States-South
Korea alliance has transformed itself from a
security relationship into a comprehensive
global partnership;

Whereas South Korea is considered one of
the greatest post-World War II success sto-
ries, and its continued partnership with the
United States remains the linchpin of United
States foreign policy in Northeast Asia;

Whereas the United States and South
Korea have stood shoulder to shoulder in all
four major conflicts the United States has
faced since the Korean War, while maintain-
ing peace on the Korean Peninsula and con-
tributing to global prosperity through the
shared values of democracy, human rights,
the rule of law, and a free market economy;

Whereas it is in the national interest of
the United States to maintain its forward
deployed presence in South Korea through
United States Forces Korea (USFK), a pre-
mier Joint force that is ‘“‘well led, dis-
ciplined, trained and ready to Fight Tonight
and win’’;

Whereas the Asia Reassurance Initiative
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-409) calls for the
strengthening and broadening of diplomatic,
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economic, and security ties between the
United States and South Korea;

Whereas the 70-year transformation of the
United States-South Korea alliance into a
mutually beneficial partnership has recently
led to important coordination and coopera-
tion in confronting global pandemics, includ-
ing HIN1 in 2009 and COVID-19 in 2020;

Whereas the Government of South Korea
has made significant contributions to the
global community in combating COVID-19,
including the manufacture and export of Re-
verse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reac-
tion (RT-PCR) test kits to the United States
Government and various State governments,
including Colorado;

Whereas, on May 8, 2020, the Government
of South Korea donated 500,000 masks to be
distributed to Korean War veterans through-
out the United States, including the Navajo
Nation, in a gesture of gratitude and in com-
memoration of the seventieth anniversary of
the outbreak of the Korean War; and

Whereas, on May 10, 2020, the Government
of South Korea donated 2,000,000 masks to
the United States to help fill shortages in
hospitals most impacted by COVID-19: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that the United States-South
Korea alliance serves as the linchpin of re-
gional stability and mutual security in
Northeast Asia;

(2) reiterates that the United States and
South Korea share an enduring interest in
the continued strength of the bilateral alli-
ance, including deepening the military, dip-
lomatic, economic, and cultural ties between
the United States and South Korea, as well
as broadening alliance cooperation to con-
front 21st century challenges, such as global
health, the environment, and energy secu-
rity;

(3) emphasizes that the United States-
South Korea alliance espouses shared demo-
cratic values and remains committed to
human rights, the rule of law, and free mar-
ket principles and therefore plays an expand-
ing role in stability and security far beyond
the Korean Peninsula;

(4) reaffirms that the Governments of the
United States and South Korea must pursue
a coordinated policy of diplomatic engage-
ment, economic pressure, and military deter-
rence to achieve peace and the
denuclearization of North Korea;

(5) emphasizes that United States Forces
Korea (USFK) remains prepared in presence
and disposition to counter any attempted
third-party aggression or coercion, and relies
on the vital contributions of the dedicated
Korean national employees of USFK; and

(6) reaffirms that the United States-South
Korea alliance is a critical force to uphold
the post-World War II liberal global order
built by our two nations.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 616—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 12, 2020, AS

“WOMEN VETERANS APPRECIA-
TION DAY

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr.
BRAUN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 616

Whereas women have formally been a part
of the United States Armed Forces since the
establishment of the Army Nurse Corps in
1901 but have informally served the United
States since the inception of the United
States military;

Whereas women have served the United
States honorably and with valor, including—
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(1) as soldiers disguised as males during
the American Revolution and the Civil War;

(2) as nurses during World War I and World
War II; and

(3) as combat helicopter pilots in Afghani-
stan;

Whereas, as of April 2020, women con-
stitute approximately 17 percent of United
States Armed Forces personnel on active
duty, including—

(1) 21 percent of active duty personnel in
the Air Force;

(2) 20 percent of active duty personnel in
the Navy;

(3) 15 percent of active duty personnel in
the Army;

(4) 9 percent of active duty personnel in the
Marine Corps; and

(5) 15 percent of active duty personnel in
the Coast Guard;

Whereas, as of April 2020, women con-
stitute nearly 21 percent of personnel in the
National Guard and Reserves;

Whereas, as of April 2020, women comprise
nearly 25 percent of the personnel in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves activated to sup-
port COVID-19 response efforts;

Whereas, in 2020—

(1) the population of women veterans
reached 2,000,000, which represents an expo-
nential increase from 713,000 women veterans
in 1980; and

(2) women veterans constitute more than
10 percent of the total veteran population;

Whereas the United States is proud of, and
appreciates, the service of all women vet-
erans who have demonstrated great skill,
sacrifice, and commitment to defending the
principles upon which the United States was
founded and which the United States con-
tinues to uphold;

Whereas women veterans have unique sto-
ries and should be encouraged to share their
recollections through the Veterans History
Project, which has worked since 2000 to col-
lect and share the personal accounts of war-
time veterans in the United States; and

Whereas, by designating June 12, 2020, as
“Women Veterans Appreciation Day’’, the
Senate can—

(1) highlight the growing presence of
women in the Armed Forces and the Na-
tional Guard; and

(2) pay respect to women veterans for their
dutiful military service: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates June
12, 2020, as ‘“Women Veterans Appreciation
Day’ to recognize the service and sacrifices
of women veterans who have served valiantly
on behalf of the United States.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1660. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1617 proposed by Mr. GARD-
NER (for himself, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. KING, Mr. BURR, Mr.
TESTER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. UDALL, Mr. B0ooz-
MAN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BLUNT, Ms. HARRIS,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. PETERS, Mr. TILLIS, Ms.
BALDWIN, Ms. MCSALLY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KAINE,
Ms. SINEMA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. COONS, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. JONES, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BROWN, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. WARREN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr.
SCHATZ) to the bill H.R. 1957, to amend the
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