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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, June 15, 2020, at 3 p.m.

The Senate met at 12:01 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable STEVE
DAINES, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, who has been our light
throughout life’s seasons, keep our
lawmakers within the circle of Your di-
vine will. Lord, give them hearts that
seek Your wisdom, feet that run to-
ward justice, and hands that serve
Your purposes. Empower them to be
faithful to You and their calling to do
Your will on Earth, inspiring them
with Your presence to live above re-
proach. Deliver them from the pride
that leads to shame, providing them
with the humility that comes with wis-
dom.

And Lord, keep us all on the right
side of history.

We pray in Your great Name.

Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2020

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 12, 2020.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable STEVE DAINES, a Sen-
ator from the State Montana, to perform the
duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. DAINES thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order the leadership time
is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

TAXPAYER FIRST ACT OF 2019—
Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 1957, which the clerk will report.
The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 1957) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to modernize and im-

prove the Internal Revenue Service, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

McConnell (for Gardner) amendment No.
1617, in the nature of a substitute.

McConnell amendment No. 1626 (to amend-
ment No. 1617), to change the enactment
date.

McConnell amendment No. 1627 (to amend-
ment No. 1626), of a perfecting nature.

McConnell amendment No. 1628 (to the lan-
guage proposed to be stricken by amendment
No. 1617), to change the enactment date.

McConnell amendment No. 1629 (to amend-
ment No. 1628), of a perfecting nature.

McConnell motion to commit the bill to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, with  instructions, McConnell
amendment No. 1630, to change the enact-
ment date.

McConnell amendment No. 1631 (to (the in-
structions) amendment No. 1630), of a per-
fecting nature.

McConnell amendment No. 1632 (to amend-
ment No. 1631), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
LOEFFLER). The Senator from Colorado
is recognized.

Mr. GARDNER. Madam President,
thank you for your willingness to pre-
side over the Chamber at this late
hour, at least in the Nation’s capital,
midnight, here, or 10 o’clock in the
great States of Colorado and Montana.

My colleague and one of the lead
sponsors of this legislation has been
doing a lot of work this past week on
the Great American Outdoors Act to
make sure that we can get this across
the finish line. The truly bipartisan
spirit of this bill has been remarkable.
I think that is kind of what I wanted to
start off with my comments tonight, is
really the coast-to-coast nature of this
legislation, the Great American Out-
doors Act, because so many people
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