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and the entire medical community to edu-
cate members of the Armed Forces, veterans,
the families of members of the Armed Forces
and veterans, and the public about the
causes, symptoms, and treatment of post-
traumatic stress;

(3) supports efforts by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense to foster—

(A) cultural change around the issue of
post-traumatic stress; and

(B) understanding that personal inter-
actions can save lives and advance treat-
ment;

(4) welcomes the efforts of the National
Center for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder of
the Department of Veterans Affairs and local
Vet Centers (as defined in section 1712A(h) of
title 38, United States Code) to provide as-
sistance to veterans who are suffering from
the effects of post-traumatic stress;

(5) encourages the leadership of the Armed
Forces to support appropriate treatment of
men and women of the Armed Forces who
suffer from post-traumatic stress;

(6) recognizes the impact of post-traumatic
stress on the spouses and families of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans; and

(7) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to—

(A) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; and

(B) the Secretary of Defense.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 619—TO PRO-
VIDE FOR THE PRINTING OF THE
SENATE MANUAL FOR THE ONE
HUNDRED SIXTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. BLUNT submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 619

Resolved, That a revised edition of the Sen-
ate Manual for the One Hundred Sixteenth
Congress be prepared by the Committee on
Rules and Administration and printed as a
Senate document, and that fifteen hundred
additional copies shall be printed and bound
for the use of the Senate, bound and deliv-
ered as may be directed by the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 620—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 19, 2020, AS
“JUNETEENTH INDEPENDENCE
DAY” IN RECOGNITION OF JUNE
19, 1865, THE DATE ON WHICH
NEWS OF THE END OF SLAVERY
REACHED THE SLAVES IN THE
SOUTHWESTERN STATES

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. WICKER, Ms. ROSEN,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
BURR, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CoONs, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. CRUZ, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. HARRIS, Mr.
HAWLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE,
Mrs. LOEFFLER, Mr. MARKEY, Ms.
MCSALLY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
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WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. GRASSLEY, and
Mr. DURBIN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 620

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach the frontier areas of the United States,
in particular the State of Texas and the
other Southwestern States, until months
after the conclusion of the Civil War, more
than 2% years after President Abraham Lin-
coln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
on January 1, 1863;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers,
led by Major General Gordon Granger, ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and the enslaved
were free;

Whereas African Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as inspiration and encourage-
ment for future generations;

Whereas African Americans from the
Southwest have continued the tradition of
observing Juneteenth Independence Day for
more than 150 years;

Whereas Juneteenth Independence Day
began as a holiday in the State of Texas and
is now celebrated in 46 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia as a special day of observ-
ance in recognition of the emancipation of
all slaves in the United States;

Whereas Juneteenth Independence Day
celebrations have been held to honor Afri-
can-American freedom while encouraging
self-development and respect for all cultures;

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves and the
descendants of former slaves remain an ex-
ample for all people of the United States, re-
gardless of background, religion, or race;

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the ratification of the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in December 1865; and

Whereas, over the course of its history, the
United States has grown into a symbol of de-
mocracy and freedom around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 19, 2020, as ‘‘Juneteenth
Independence Day’’;

(2) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day to the United
States;

(3) supports the continued nationwide cele-
bration of Juneteenth Independence Day to
provide an opportunity for the people of the
United States to learn more about the past
and to better understand the experiences
that have shaped the United States; and

(4) recognizes that the observance of the
end of slavery is part of the history and her-
itage of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 621—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 15, 2020, AS
“WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARE-
NESS DAY”

Mr. GRASSLEY ((for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. TiLLIS, Mr. CASEY, and Ms. ERNST)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 621

Whereas, in 2006, the International Net-
work for the Prevention of Elder Abuse pro-
claimed June 15th of each year as ‘“‘“World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day’’;

Whereas approximately 55,000,000 residents
of the United States, or about 1 in every 6 in-
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dividuals, have attained the age of 65 on the
15th anniversary of World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day in 2020;

Whereas elder abuse can come in many dif-
ferent forms, often manifesting as physical,
sexual, or psychological abuse, financial ex-
ploitation, neglect, and social media abuse;

Whereas elder abuse, neglect, and exploi-
tation have no boundaries and cross all ra-
cial, social, class, gender, and geographic
lines, according to the Elder Justice Coali-
tion;

Whereas more than 1 in 10 individuals in
the United States over the age of 60 have
been subjected to abuse each year, with
many such victims enduring abuse in mul-
tiple forms, according to the American Jour-
nal of Public Health;

Whereas most reported cases of abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation of older adults take
place within private homes, and approxi-
mately 90 percent of the perpetrators in
elder financial exploitation cases are family
members or other trusted individuals, ac-
cording to the National Adult Protective
Services Association;

Whereas research suggests that elderly in-
dividuals in the United States who experi-
ence cognitive impairment, physical disabil-
ities, and isolation are more likely to be-
come the victims of abuse than those with-
out disabilities;

Whereas other risk factors for elder abuse
can include low social support, poor physical
health, and experience of previous traumatic
events, according to the National Center on
Elder Abuse;

Whereas close to half of elderly individuals
who suffer from dementia will experience
abuse during their lifetime, according to the
Department of Justice;

Whereas only a small fraction of elder
abuse cases are reported to the authorities;

Whereas there is a need to increase funding
for adult protective services programs with
the capacity to aid victims, investigate re-
ports of abuse, and actively prevent future
victimization, particularly during the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, as the social isola-
tion of elderly individuals due to stay-at-
home orders only increases the risk of abuse
and neglect;

Whereas the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
has fueled demand for programs such as
State long-term care ombudsman programs,
which help prevent elder abuse and neglect
in nursing homes and other long-term care
facilities, where infection prevention and
control deficiencies pose persistent chal-
lenges;

Whereas 2020 marks the 10th anniversary of
the passage of the Elder Justice Act (subtitle
H of title VI of Public Law 111-148) and the
3rd anniversary of the passage of the Elder
Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act (Pub-
lic Law 115-70);

Whereas public awareness of elder abuse
has the potential to increase the identifica-
tion and reporting of this crime by the pub-
lic, professionals, and victims, and can act as
a catalyst to promote issue-based education
and long-term prevention; and

Whereas private individuals and public
agencies in the United States must work to-
gether at the Federal, State, and local levels
to combat abuse, neglect, exploitation,
crime, and violence against vulnerable
adults, including vulnerable older adults,
particularly in light of limited resources for
vital protective services: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates June 15, 2020, as
Elder Abuse Awareness Day’’;

(2) recognizes judges, lawyers, adult pro-
tective services professionals, law enforce-
ment officers, State long-term care ombuds-
men, social workers, health care providers,

“World
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