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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 18, 2020, at 10 a.m. 

Senate 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2020 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, 

today, teach our lawmakers to do 
things Your way, embracing Your pre-
cepts and walking in Your paths. 

Lord, make them powerful instru-
ments for goodness in our Nation and 
world. Remind them that the narrow 
and difficult road leads to life and few 
find it. You honor those who honor 
You. 

As our Senators receive guidance 
from You and follow Your leading, re-
place anxiety with calm and confusion 
with clarity. Give them attentive 
hearts and open minds as they seek to 
find, in the diversity of ideas, what is 
best for our Nation and world. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
LOEFFLER). The Senator from Iowa is 
recognized. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak for 1 
minute as in morning business, and if 

the leader doesn’t come, I may ask for 
an additional 3 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JUSTICE ACT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
yesterday, I gave the details of historic 
police reform that passed unanimously 
in both houses of the Republican-con-
trolled legislature. Surely, if Demo-
crats in Iowa can work with Repub-
licans to find unanimity, we shouldn’t 
have any problems here in the U.S. 
Congress passing something unani-
mously as well. Let’s not let the per-
fect be the enemy of the good. 

This morning, Senate Majority Lead-
er MCCONNELL, Senator TIM SCOTT, and 
other Members of the Republican task 
force unveiled a piece of legislation 
that goes by the title of Just and Uni-
fying Solutions to Invigorate Commu-
nities Everywhere, or the acronym 
JUSTICE, for short. 

I applaud their leadership on this 
issue. Democrats should stop partisan 
attacks and instead spend their time 
with us working together to find solu-
tions. It is pretty simple for me. If the 
Iowa legislature can do it in a bipar-
tisan and unanimous way, we can do it 
here as well. 

f 

TROOP WITHDRAWAL 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
while there are reports of plans to re-
move troops stationed in Germany, I 
am reluctant to comment on a proposal 
that I have not seen. 

What I can say, however, is that Con-
gress will have a say. What I can also 
say is that the U.S. commitment to 
NATO and our European allies is rock 
solid. That said, it is not in the Amer-
ican character to project power for 
power’s sake. 

Since World War II, we have reluc-
tantly accepted the lesson that our ge-
ography and good will alone cannot 
protect us in the United States from 
being dragged into other things around 
the globe, particularly conflicts. 

The U.S. military presence in Europe 
since World War II has preserved the 
freedom of half of Europe and contrib-
uted to the eventual freedom of the 
other half of Europe. Yet, despite en-
joying economic and security benefits, 
polls show our presence is unpopular 
with a large segment of the German 
population. Combine the American 
public’s reluctance to station troops 
abroad with the sense that they are not 
wanted or appreciated by their hosts, 
you can expect some second thoughts. 

This isn’t the whole story. I know 
many German political leaders who 
treasure the friendship between our 
two countries, and their voices are 
needed now more than ever before. 
Moreover, our bases in Germany are 
not there just for the Germans. They 
provide critical support to troops in 
harm’s way in the Middle East and are 
vital for NATO deterrence. 

The people of Poland and the Baltic 
countries are among the most pro- 
American that you can find anywhere 
in the world, and the governments rep-
resenting them put their money where 
their mouth is when it comes to NATO. 
Our mere presence in Europe reduces 
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the likelihood of Russian aggression 
against these friends and a repeat of 
their past oppression. 

America will not abandon our allies. 
Our credibility and national honor de-
mand it. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING ELEANOR CAROL 
LEAVELL BARR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
on behalf of the entire Kentucky dele-
gation, all Kentuckians and the entire 
U.S. Congress, I must begin this morn-
ing by expressing our deepest condo-
lences to our colleague Representative 
ANDY BARR and his family. 

His lovely wife Carol passed away 
suddenly and unexpectedly yesterday. 
She was only 39 years old. She leaves 
behind her husband, their two beautiful 
young daughters, Eleanor and Mary 
Clay, and an entire community that 
knew her, admired her, and valued her 
many contributions. 

To meet Carol Barr was instantly to 
like her. Her warm personality filled 
the room and uplifted everybody. Her 
faith, her love of family, and her dedi-
cation to her community were totally 
evident. Through her own career and 
her work with ANDY, she poured her 
time and talents into giving back to 
her neighbors in the Sixth District. 

We are so very, very sorry for our 
colleague’s loss. All of our prayers go 
out to ANDY, to their girls, and to the 
entire Barr and Leavell families at this 
tremendously difficult hour. 

f 

JUSTICE ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
on an entirely different matter, 
Breonna Taylor and George Floyd. 
Over the last several months, our coun-
try has been shaken by the killings of 
more Black Americans at the hands of 
law enforcement. The people of this 
country have called for change. 

The United States of America is not 
a fundamentally racist country. We are 
the greatest Nation in world history 
built on the promise of liberty and jus-
tice for all, but our founding promise 
was stained by the sins of slavery and 
racial prejudice. Generations of Ameri-
cans have spent more than a century 
working to remediate that stain. We 
fought a Civil War. Black Americans 
led a movement that won historic Su-
preme Court wins and landmark Fed-
eral legislation. We have squeezed rac-
ist lies out of mainstream society and 
relegated them to a pathetic fringe. 

But the events of the last few weeks 
have reminded this country that the 
stain is not totally gone. We have a lot 
more work to do. While the far left has 
tried to exploit America’s pain and 

anger to push insane policies like 
defunding or disbanding all police or 
nonsense claims like the assertion that 
enforcing laws is inherently racist, the 
rest of the country has been busy unit-
ing around some commonsense truths. 

When Black Americans tell us they 
do not feel safe in their own commu-
nities, we need to listen. When Amer-
ican citizens lack faith in our justice 
system from start to finish, we need to 
respond. When the equal protection of 
the laws feel to some Americans like a 
contingency of demographics and not a 
universal fact of life, we need to act. 
That is what this Senate Republican 
majority is doing today. We are acting. 

Sadly, the junior Senator from South 
Carolina is no stranger to this subject 
himself. Senator SCOTT has led the con-
struction of a strong proposal that will 
increase transparency, grow account-
ability, and advance the cause of police 
reform without lashing out at the 
lion’s share of brave law enforcement 
officers who serve bravely and well. 

Later today, he will introduce this 
new legislation, and it will be the very 
next bill we consider here on the Sen-
ate floor. We will be turning to this bill 
next week. Senator SCOTT’s JUSTICE 
Act provides solutions that are as 
sober, as serious, and as significant as 
this watershed moment demands. 

Faced with the fact that policing is 
primarily a local and State, rather 
than a Federal, concern, our colleague 
has nevertheless found a variety of le-
vers that Congress can pull to advance 
and incentivize and insist on the 
changes that we need to see. We need 
to encourage police departments across 
America to implement practical re-
forms like ending choke holds, training 
their officers to deescalate tense situa-
tions, and having prior disciplinary 
records play a greater role in hiring. 
His bill does that. 

We need to increase accountability so 
that bad officers are easy to spot and 
good officers’ good names stay clear. 
This bill does that. It will get more 
body cameras on the streets, help en-
sure they are used properly, and dis-
seminate new best practices for dis-
cipline, suspension, or dismissal when 
necessary. We also need more trans-
parency so communities have greater 
visibility into local law enforcement. 
This bill does that too. We will require 
full reporting to the FBI when a local 
officer has used force or discharged his 
or her weapon. 

In a subject that has tragically be-
come a major focus for my hometown 
of Louisville, KY, we address no-knock 
warrants as well. We will require new 
transparency and new reporting from 
State and local authorities so sur-
rounding communities and the Federal 
Government can all better understand 
how, when, and why this practice is 
used. 

These are just some of the major 
parts of our colleague’s legislation. The 
JUSTICE Act will also finally make 
lynching a Federal crime. It will close 
the consent loophole by forbidding law 

enforcement from taking advantage of 
people in their custody and more. 

This legislation is a substantial ef-
fort to help our Nation make major 
headway on substantial challenges. I 
am grateful to Senator SCOTT for his 
leadership. I appreciate the contribu-
tions of Chairman LINDSEY GRAHAM, 
Senators CAPITO, CORNYN, LANKFORD, 
and SASSE. 

The Democratic-led House of Rep-
resentatives is, of course, out of town. 
They have had time to issue partisan 
attacks from long distance but have 
yet to take up any police reform legis-
lation in the weeks since the deaths of 
Ms. Taylor and Mr. Floyd. 

The action is in the Senate. The lead-
ership is in the Senate. Now, over the 
past several days, some of our Senate 
Democratic colleagues have under-
taken to attack this new legislation 
before they have even read it and be-
fore it was even released—while it was 
still being compiled, as a matter of 
fact. Let me make this perfectly clear. 
Senate Republicans are interested in 
making a law. We want to enact needed 
reforms. We want to make policing in 
America better. 

We have just demonstrated on the 
CARES Act and, once again, on the 
Great American Outdoors Act, that we 
can act together and achieve bipartisan 
support. This is another one of those 
issues that needs to be addressed— 
needs to be addressed now and can only 
be addressed in the Senate if both sides 
are willing to work together. 

Needless to say, if we are going to 
make law on this issue in the Senate, 
it will have to be a bipartisan effort. I 
hope and expect that there will be op-
portunities for amendments from both 
sides. I hope we can step up, stand to-
gether, and work in good faith to turn 
this impressive starting point into law 
for our country. We will have the 
chance next week, so let’s don’t waste 
it. 

f 

GREAT AMERICAN OUTDOORS ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
now, on another matter. Every year in 
Kentucky, nearly 350,000 people take to 
the great outdoors to go hunting— 
more than a third of them on public 
lands. Over half a million head to the 
Commonwealth’s lakes and rivers to 
fish, and 1.3 million enjoy the open 
space and the majesty of our wildlife 
looking for a glimpse of the Bluegrass’ 
native species. And 120,000 Kentuckians 
earn their living keeping these vibrant 
traditions of outdoor recreation up and 
running for everyone else. Public lands 
are an important part of life across our 
State. From the Cumberland Gap to 
the Land Between the Lakes, our 
parks, our refuges, and historic sites 
form the backbone of local economies 
and welcome millions of visitors from 
across the country and around the 
world. 

If you ask any of my colleagues, you 
would hear similar stories about the 
landmarks, wilderness, and history 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:20 Jun 18, 2020 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G17JN6.002 S17JNPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-06-18T05:59:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




