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CELEBRATING LGBTQ+ PRIDE 
MONTH 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 22, 2020 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join my LGBTQ+ family, friends, col-
leagues, and constituents in celebrating the 
many hard-earned gains that have been made 
for equality in our nation and around the 
globe. We have come a long way in the last 
several years: from the passage of the Equal-
ity Act in the House last year, to same-sex 
marriage being legalized in twenty-nine coun-
tries, and now the Supreme Court holding that 
the Civil Rights Act, which prohibits sex dis-
crimination, applies to discrimination based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 

This Pride Month, as our nation reckons 
with its long history of racism and police vio-
lence, we must remember that the fight for 
LGBTQ+ rights goes hand-in-hand with the 
fight for racial equality. On June 28, 1969 at 
the Stonewall Inn in New York City, the police 
rounded up and arrested LGBTQ patrons and 
forced them into police cars. Fed up with po-
lice harassing and brutalizing the gay commu-
nity, other Stonewall Inn patrons started an 
uprising outside the bar. Among them were 
Marsha P. Johnson, a black drag queen and 
Sylvia Rivera, a Latinx drag queen, both pio-
neering activists who were key figures in re-
sisting police violence that night, alongside 
other transgender and queer activists. The 
LGBTQ+ rights movement as we know it 
today was born out of these brave people re-
sisting police mistreatment. 

This year would have marked the 50th anni-
versary of the Chicago Pride parade, and 51 
years since the Stonewall riots. While we can-
not march and gather this year because of the 
COVID–19 pandemic, we can continue to cel-
ebrate our progress and our shared history in 
the LGBTQ+ community. I’m particularly proud 
of the role my district has in the LGBTQ+ 
community, with the Pride Parade stepping off 
just blocks from my Chicago District office, to 
the historic Andersonville neighborhood, and 
to being the home of so many historical insti-
tutions like the Gerber/Hart Library and Ar-
chives, the Baton Show Lounge, the Test 
Positive Aware Network, and the Leather Ar-
chives and Museum. 

Despite our many advances, LGBTQ+ peo-
ple, and disproportionately Black trans women, 
still face hatred, discrimination, violence, and 
police harassment and brutality around the 
country and globe. Over one-third of Black 
trans women who interact with law enforce-
ment in the U.S. are assumed by police to be 
sex workers, leading to harassment, abuse, 
and mistreatment. Since 2013, about 111 out 
of at least 157 transgender and gender non- 
conforming victims of hate killings have been 
Black trans women. And just last week, we 
lost two Black trans women, Riah Milton and 
Dominique ‘‘Rem’Mie’’ Fells, who were brutally 

murdered. They were the 13th and 14th trans 
women in the U.S. to be killed this year alone. 
And the violence extends to the transgender 
community overall, including right here in Chi-
cago. Last month, Selena Reyes-Hernandez 
was killed by an 18-year old man who shot 
her in her home on the south side of Chicago. 
We will not forget them, and we will continue 
to seek justice, equality, and liberty on their 
behalf. 

This Pride Month we must also remember 
and celebrate Aimee Stephens and Don Zarda 
who passed away before seeing the outcome 
of their nearly decade long case that made it 
all the way to Supreme Court. Aimee, who 
was fired for being transgender, and Don, who 
was fired for being gay, fought relentlessly to 
ensure that LGBTQ+ people can go to work 
as themselves without fear of retaliation. This 
week, in perhaps the biggest LGBTQ+ case in 
U.S. history, the Supreme Court sided with 
Aimee and Don and held that the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 protects LGBTQ+ workers from 
discrimination. Let this victory renew our hope 
and our drive to continue fighting for a world 
where everyone can live freely and authen-
tically. 

My hope for our country this Pride Month is 
that we can reflect on the decades’ long fight 
for LGBTQ+ equality, learn from our mistakes, 
and look forward to righting the wrongs of our 
past. As a proud grandmother of a young 
trans man, and as a Representative in the 
U.S. House, I will continue fighting to ensure 
my grandson and all LGBTQ+ people inherit a 
world that embraces everyone regardless of 
sexuality, gender identity, race, or class. Love 
is love. 

f 

HONORING JOYCE SMITH 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 22, 2020 

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Joyce Smith, who is retiring as Chief 
Executive Officer of the National Association 
for College Admission Counseling. 

NACAC, founded in 1937, is an organization 
of more than 14,000 professionals from 
around the world dedicated to serving stu-
dents as they make choices about pursuing 
postsecondary education. 

Ms. Smith has served NACAC for 33 years, 
including 22 years as CEO. She has been in 
the college admissions profession for more 
than 40 years. 

Under her leadership, membership has in-
creased from approximately 6,000 members in 
the mid-1990s to more than 14,000 college 
counseling and admission professionals today; 
attendance at NACAC’s signature event, the 
annual national conference, has more than 
doubled in 20 years from 3,518 attendees in 
San Francisco in 1997 to 7,934 attendees in 
Boston in 2017; and the National College Fair 
program hosts 95 fairs throughout the U.S. an-

nually, with nearly 200,000 students each year 
gaining exposure to more than 1,700 colleges, 
universities, and other postsecondary pro-
grams. 

Madam Speaker, Ms. Smith has worked 
tirelessly on behalf of students around the 
country and world, helping to ensure they 
reach their academic dreams and fulfil their 
potential. The profession and the college ap-
plication process are constantly changing but 
Ms. Smith has led the association with distinc-
tion. 

Our students and our colleges are better be-
cause of Ms. Smith’s leadership. 

Please join me in wishing Ms. Smith the 
best in her retirement. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF MR. ANDREW JAMES 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 22, 2020 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life and express sad-
ness over the passing of Mr. Andrew James. 
Mr. James was a chronically homeless man 
who spent nearly 20 years suffering on the 
streets, vulnerable and struggling with mental 
illness. He was able to find hope, treatment, 
and housing security through the help of The 
Lord’s Place. The staff that worked with him at 
The Lord’s Place described him as a ‘‘gentle 
soul, showing nothing but kindness to all he 
met, despite being treated unjustly while on 
the streets.’’ 

After receiving assistance through The 
Lord’s Place, Mr. James flourished. He was 
placed in a supportive housing program and 
was connected to mental health care, but it 
was the connection to others that made all the 
difference in his life. He loved others and they 
certainly loved him too. 

Mr. James passed away with dignity, in his 
own home on May 15, 2020. I extend my 
heartfelt condolences to all who were lucky 
enough to know Mr. Andrew James. He will be 
dearly missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF PATROL 
AGENT FELIX CHAVEZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 22, 2020 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the career and service of Chief Patrol 
Agent, Felix Chavez. Chief Chavez has retired 
after several decades of service as a member 
of the U.S. Border Patrol. 

Chief Chavez began his service with the 
U.S. Border Patrol in 1985 at the Sierra Blan-
ca Border Patrol Station in what is now Big 
Bend Sector. Over time, Chief Chavez would 
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