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go on to serve in a variety of roles and Sec-
tors before eventually becoming Chief Patrol 
Agent of the Laredo Sector. As Chief, he was 
responsible for over 86,673 square miles in 
101 counties from the U.S.-Mexico borders to 
the Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas borders. 

Chief Chavez showed strong direction and 
experience as Chief Patrol Agent of the La-
redo Sector. In addition, he also ensured that 
the Laredo Sector was led with honor and in-
tegrity. He developed these leadership quali-
ties and skills over the course of his career 
after serving in a variety of positions including: 
Border Patrol Agent, Senior Patrol Agent, Su-
pervisory Border Patrol Agent, Field Oper-
ations Supervisor, Patrol Agent in Charge, As-
sistant Chief Patrol Agent, Deputy Chief of 
Southwest Border Operations, Deputy Chief 
Patrol Agent for the Tucson Sector, and Chief 
Patrol Agent of Del Rio Sector. 

In addition, Chief Chavez is a graduate of 
Ashford University with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Organizational Management. In addition, he 
completed the Executive Institute at the Uni-
versity of Chicago’s Graduate School of Busi-
ness and the Customs and Border Protection 
Command Leadership Academy. He is also a 
graduate of the National Defense University 
Capstone Program. 

As we move forward, let us take the time to 
appreciate the service of individuals like Chief 
Chavez and all the men and women who risk 
their lives each day to protect our commu-
nities. However, in the words of President 
John F. Kennedy, ‘‘As we express our grati-
tude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live 
by them.’’ 
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Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor and recognize Grisel 
Barajas, a leader in the Hoosier Latino com-
munity who tragically passed away on Sun-
day, June 14, 2020. 

Born in Guadalajara, Mexico, Grisel moved 
to the United States at the age of 10, first to 
Chicago and then to Indianapolis where she 
graduated from North Central High School. 
She faced many difficulties as an immigrant 
and was inspired to practice social work to 
help other families navigate the same hard-
ships and language barriers. After obtaining a 
bachelor’s degree in Social Work and Span-
ish, she decided to change career paths, earn-
ing a master’s degree in Mass Communica-
tions and Media Studies from University of 
Southern Indiana. 

Grisel began her radio career in 2013 when 
she co-hosted ‘‘Soul & Salsa’’ on Magic 98.5 
before returning to Indianapolis in 2015 to be-
come a host for the Continental Broadcast 
Group’s Radio Latina. Grisel also worked as 
an education and communications director for 
the Indiana Latino Institute, mentoring Latino 
high school and college students. In 2018, 
Grisel helped to establish Radio One’s La 
Grande 105.1 radio station, becoming its first 
Program Director and serving as the afternoon 
host for ‘‘El Relajo de La Tarde’’ show. Grisel 

was also a news personality for Telemundo 
Indy. 

Grisel was an important voice for Latinos in 
Indianapolis, helping to inform, entertain and 
encourage the community. She served as a 
frequent master of ceremonies for local non-
profit events, organized yearly toy drives, and 
continued to mentor and inspire high school 
students. During the ongoing COVID–19 pan-
demic, Grisel worked with local organizations 
to help inform the Latino community about 
how to stay safe. 

Grisel is survived by her parents, Genoveva 
and Salvador Barajas, and her sisters. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Grisel Barajas, a dedicated and be-
loved community advocate who will be dearly 
missed by her family, friends and community. 
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Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, the His-
toric Virginia Key Beach Park was established 
on August 1, 1945 as the ‘‘Colored only 
Beach’’ in Miami, Florida. Today, the civic, so-
cial, and environmental characteristics of the 
park hold national, state, regional, and local 
significance in the history of civil rights, high-
lighting the achievements of local African 
American communities and providing an op-
portunity for the public to explore various envi-
ronmental phenomena unique to the park. 

The Historic Virginia Key Beach Park was 
added to the national register of historic 
places in 2002, added to the State of Florida 
Heritage Trail in 2006, included as a major 
stakeholder to the Virginia Key master plan in 
2010, and added to the City of Miami’s His-
toric and Environmental Preservation List in 
2013. In 2006, the Miami City Commission ap-
proved the Virginia Key Beach Park master 
plan, which included the restoration of the 
park and the creation of a museum. The mu-
seum will showcase the history and contribu-
tions of the communities the park has served, 
the natural environment of the park, and the 
creation of a Center for Conflict Resolution 
and Reconciliation. 

The history of the Historic Virginia Key 
Beach Park highlights the contributions of civil 
rights leaders from our communities. Today, 
the park is a model of social engagement op-
portunities through the incorporation of the 
public shoreline, green space, and the various 
amenities on Virginia Key. 
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Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the life and legacy of my 
dear friend, Florida’s first woman Senate 

President, Gwen Margolis. Gwen was a trail-
blazing figure in Florida and Miami-Dade poli-
tics, who dedicated her life to public service. 
During this time of great sadness and loss, it 
is helpful to reflect on the wonderful life she 
led. Gwen’s reputation for honesty, kindness, 
and generosity made her the loving mother, 
great friend, and respected public official that 
she was. She was an excellent role model, not 
just for people wanting to follow in her foot-
steps, but for everyone in our community. 

Gwen compiled an exemplary record as a 
Miami-Dade County Commissioner, including 
time as that body’s first female chair. She also 
served multiple terms in the Florida legislature. 
Gwen was beloved throughout South Florida 
and will always be remembered for her self-
less dedication to public service. 

Madam Speaker, I extend my heartfelt con-
dolences to Gwen’s family and friends. As we 
honor the life and legacy of Senator Gwen 
Margolis, we will always be grateful for the 
glass ceilings she shattered and her indelible 
mark in history. I pray that her family finds 
comfort during this extremely difficult time. 
She will be dearly missed. 
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Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate three phenomenal women in 
the Keeton family who graduated from school 
this year. 

After a successful 20-year career at the 
Johnson Space Center and raising an incred-
ible family of four children, Jasmine Keeton 
graduated with her master’s degree in engi-
neering management. Coincidentally, two of 
her daughters also graduated from college as 
well. Unfortunately, like many people, their 
graduation celebrations were impacted by the 
COVID–19 pandemic. Looking to find a way to 
honor her daughters’ hard work, Jasmine 
reached out to the ‘‘Today’’ show to be in-
cluded in a virtual party for 2020 graduates. 
Jasmine was even more surprised when they 
were asked to speak on-air. 

Jasmine’s younger daughter, JoyLynn, grad-
uated from Robert Turner College and Career 
High School and Alvin Community College 
with her associate degree. Her oldest daugh-
ter, Jadean, graduated from Prairie View A&M 
University with a bachelor’s degree in social 
work. This fall, Jadean will begin pursuing her 
master’s degree in social work at the Univer-
sity of Houston and JoyLynn will be continuing 
her education Howard University to pursue a 
career in journalism. Their mom, Jasmine, 
may pursue a doctoral degree in engineering. 

Education lifts people up and helps them 
achieve their God-given potential. American 
education has extended a ladder of oppor-
tunity to help people across the nation and 
from every generation improve their quality of 
life. The Keeton family grabbed hold of that 
ladder, and they’re not done climbing yet. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to the 
Keeton women for your scholastic achieve-
ments. Their drive in their educational pursuits 
sets an example for others to follow. 
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