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How can we erase our history? We
must face our history squarely and
openly and build upon that history to
the great promise of the ideals of this
Nation if we are going to persist as a
Nation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

JUNE IS LGBTQ PRIDE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, and still I rise.

I am here for a special purpose, and I
shall not deviate from the cause that
has brought me to this podium tonight,
but I do assure you there are things
that have been said that at an appro-
priate time, I will respond to.

Tonight, I rise to call to the atten-
tion of this House H. Res. 1014, Encour-
aging the celebration of the month of
June as LGBTQ Pride Month.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the
many original cosponsors of this reso-
lution. There are 60. I would like to
thank the Human Rights Campaign for
the work that it has done to help us
construct this resolution. I would like
to thank the Center for Transgender
Equality, the Equality Caucus, and
Dignity Houston.

I rise tonight because 51 years ago,
the Stonewall riots in New York her-
alded in the beginning of the end of a
shameful period in our history, because
51 years ago, Madam Speaker, in June
1969, police raided The Stonewall Inn, a
gay bar in Greenwich Village, New
York, causing a civil uprising and
clashes between the police and thou-
sands of protesters.

Those historic events catalyzed a
generation of activists who birthed a
civil rights movement for LGBTQ
equality.

I rise tonight because I am an ally of
the LGBTQ-plus community.

I rise tonight because I didn’t get
here by myself. There were people of
all stripes who made it possible for me
to stand here in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

I rise tonight because 51 years ago
being gay, lesbian, Dbisexual, or
transgender was illegal in most States
in this country. Another way of put-
ting it is this: It was illegal to be who
you were in this country.

Fifty-one years ago, no Federal or
State laws existed to secure the rights
of lesbian and gay people to live openly
in a relationship with their partner.

Fifty-one years ago, no law precluded
even the most overt discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation or gen-
der identity.

Fifty-one years ago, our legal system
afforded LGBTQ-plus persons no pro-
tections under the law to live free from
discrimination in employment, in
housing, in finance, in education, or in
healthcare.
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I rise tonight because 51 years ago,
there were few openly gay politicians
or public figures in this country.

I am honored to say that the Honor-
able Barney Frank, whom I served with
in Congress, has been and continues to
be a part of this resolution. Each reso-
lution that I have sponsored has hon-
ored the Honorable Barney Frank, a
Member of Congress from 1981 to 2013,
and recognized him as an honorary co-
sponsor of this resolution.

I rise because 51 years ago, being
openly gay was a finable offense, a
crime, in many Federal agencies and a
per se bar to obtaining a Federal secu-
rity clearance.

But today, thanks to the resolution
and thanks to the revolution that
began this month 51 years ago at
Stonewall, I am proud to say that sev-
eral openly gay persons serve proudly
on my congressional staff. I am proud
to have them, and I am proud of the
work they do.

Today, I am even more proud that as
of last Monday, when the Supreme
Court decided Bostock v. Clayton
County, each member of my staff and
all LGBTQ persons in the United
States of America now enjoy the same
legal protections against employment
discrimination as all other persons
without regard to sex, sexual orienta-
tion, or gender identity.

In that historic 6-3 decision, the
Bostock court resoundingly affirmed
that the prohibitions of Title VII bar
all discrimination in employment on
the basis of sex, including sexual ori-
entation or gender identity.

Today, we recall the painful, bloody,
and often deadly toll of the 51 forma-
tive years between Stonewall and
Bostock.

Today, we remember each LGBTQ-
plus victim of discrimination, violence,
and prejudice in the intervening
years—bl years, I might add—who were
shut out, subjugated, or even killed.

Today, we mourn each one of the
Black transgender women who have
been murdered in this year alone.

And today, with consideration of this
Pride resolution, we continue the tra-
dition that I began as an original spon-
sor of Congress’ Pride Month resolu-
tion.

I am proud of how far we have come
as a Nation in our struggle for full
LGBTQ-plus equality. And in this sea-
son of Pride, it is fitting to celebrate
that remarkable hard-won progress.

O 1830

But today, I also recognize that, al-
though we have come a long way in 51
years, we still have far to go. Today,
we must ensure that full inclusion for
LGBTQ-plus persons does not take an-
other 51 years or even 51 weeks. It is
now time that we must complete the
march toward full legal equality for all
persons, without regard to sexual ori-
entation or gender identity.

Today, I call upon the Senate to take
up and pass the Equality Act, H.R. 5,
without further delay. I am proud to be
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the original sponsor of this resolution.
I am grateful to all who have become
original cosponsors. It is not too late
for persons to cosponsor the resolution,
and I would beg that persons would do
S0.

So now, having finished my com-
ments on the Pride Month resolution, I
would like to step over to the next
microphone.

VALUING ORDER AND LAW INSTEAD OF LAW AND
ORDER

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise because now I must say it was
most difficult to sit in this House and
hear some of the comments made by
my colleagues tonight. They seem to
value statues above human life.

All the vandalism and crimes that
have been committed, I don’t support
that, and I don’t think that the pro-
testers who were out there peacefully
protesting supported it either.

I don’t think you ought to paint all
protesters with one brush, just as I
don’t paint all peace officers with one
brush. I never conclude that all officers
are bad, but those who are bad ought to
be punished.

I find it quite fascinating that my
colleagues who came here and spoke so
eloquently tonight, I haven’t heard
them on the floor in prior times talk-
ing about all of the atrocities being
committed against people of color at
the hands of the constabulary. I just
question why is it that they don’t come
to the floor and stand up for people of
color.

I stand up for all people. It doesn’t
matter your color, your sex, your sex-
ual orientation. I have been on this
floor consistently doing this, but I
don’t see that from the other side.

I see them here for what I call order
and law, not law and order, and here is
how that works: You have a President
who goes before members of the police
community, and he says to them: When
you arrest a person, you don’t have to
be so nice.

Now, he is talking about a person
who is in the care, custody, and control
of the police, and that person does not
have to be treated so nice.

He sent a message. That message
was, you maintain order, do whatever
you have got to do, and I will provide
the law to support you. That is order
and law.

I support law and order. I have an
uncle who was a deputy sheriff. He in-
fluenced my life. I am probably in Con-
gress today because of words that he
spoke to me, so I support policing. I
understand the necessity to have per-
sons who are going to assure us that we
can be protected.

But what I don’t support is a belief
that peaceful protesters are all some-
how a part of a mob. You can peace-
fully protest and go to jail. I know; I
have been there. I was there with the
Honorable JOHN LEWIS. We were peace-
fully protesting, but we went to jail.

Peaceful protesters go to jail. Peace-
ful protesters get in the way. Peaceful
protesters disrupt. That is what protest
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is about. If people don’t get uncomfort-
able, then your protest has accom-
plished very little.

Dr. King was in jail when he wrote
the letter from the Birmingham jail.
He was peacefully protesting, but he
went to jail. It happens. That is a part
of the protest movement.

When I went out to protest, knowing
that I would likely go to jail, I had
somebody to post my bail.

Peaceful protest does not mean that
you are not disruptive. It means that
you have a message that has to be
heard. As Dr. King put it, protests can
be the language of the unheard, peace-
ful protest especially.

So I am here to say to my colleagues,
I regret that you cannot see the hurt
that is being felt by people of color.

I don’t understand why my tax dol-
lars have to support a statue along
some thoroughfare of Robert E Lee.
You can have it. Take it to a museum.
Tuck it away for whatever purposes
you like. But you don’t have to impose
it upon me.

We don’t allow—or, more appro-
priately, Germany does not have stat-
ues of Hitler in the public squares. And
I refuse to stand by and allow statues
of people who wanted to keep my an-
cestors in chains, in slavery, which is a
nice way of saying rape, murder, kid-
napping, stripping babies from their
parents, and sending the parents one
way and the children another. It is too
nice a word for what happened to my
ancestors.

So, I am not going to celebrate them.
I have never celebrated them, and it is
time to remove them.

I am not going to go out and pull one
over and push it off into some corner.
But I don’t see my colleagues helping
with the means by which they can be
removed, and you take them and put
them wherever you would like to have
them. I have no problem with your
ownership of them, but don’t expect me
to celebrate them and have my tax dol-
lars take care of them.

There was one in my congressional
district, a Confederate soldier named
Dowling. It has been removed, and I am
proud to know that was removed.

So I rise now, as I close, to say just
simply this: I love my country. I love
my country. I love it because of many
of the good things that have happened
to me. But I also love it in spite of
many of the things that were not ap-
propriate that have occurred. And I
will continue to love my country.

But I refuse to accept symbols of rac-
ism and hate. I will never honor them,
and I would badly have my colleagues
take them to some other place out of
the public square.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——
ADJOURNMENT

THE SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to section 4(b) of House Resolution

967, the House stands adjourned until 9
a.m. on Monday, June 29, 2020, for
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morning-hour debate, and 10 a.m. for
legislative business.

Thereupon (at 6 o’clock and 38 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, June
29, 2020, at 9 a.m. for morning-hour de-
bate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4586. A letter from the OSD FRLO, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Civilian Employment and Reemployment
Rights for Service Members, Former Service
Members and Applicants of the Uniformed
Services [Docket ID: DOD-2019-0S-0132] (RIN:
0790-AK93) received June 11, 2020, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

4587. A letter from the OSD Federal Reg-
ister Liaison Officer, Office of the Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — DoD Guidance Docu-
ments [Docket ID: DoD-2020-0S-0019] (RIN:
0790-AK97) received June 11, 2020, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

4588. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s interim final rule — Eligibility of
Students at Institutions of Higher Education
for Funds under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES) Act, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Education and Labor.

4589. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Oxathiapiprolin; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2019-0128; FRL-
10009-93] received June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4590. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Indaziflam; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2020-0045; FRI.-10008-92]
received June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4591. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Bacillus thuringiensis
Cryl4Ab-1 Protein in Soybean; Exemption
from the Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-
HQ-OPP-2019-0097; FRL-10008-72] received
June 11, 2020, pursuant to &5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4592. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Air Quality Im-
plementation Plans; New Jersey; Gasoline
Vapor Recovery Requirements [EPA-R02-
OAR-2019-0399; FRL-10009-52-Region 2] re-
ceived June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4593. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Air Quality Im-
plementation Plans; California; Ventura
County; 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area
Requirements [EPA-R09-OAR-2018-0146; FRL-
10009-22-Region 9] received June 11, 2020, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4594. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of State Plans for Designated Facilities and
Pollutants; Virginia; Emission Standards for
Existing Municipal Solid Waste Landfills
[EPA-R03-OAR-2019-0537; FRL-10004-07-Re-
gion 3] received June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4595. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State
of Utah; Revisions to the Utah Division of
Administrative Rules; R307-101-3 [EPA-R08-
OAR-2019-0688; FRL-10010-35-Region 8] re-
ceived June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4596. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; North
Dakota; Revisions to Permitting Rules
[EPA-R08-OAR-2019-0689; FRL-10010-33-Re-
gion 8] received June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4597. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Infrastructure Requirements for the
2010 Sulfur Dioxide National Ambient Air
Quality Standard [EPA-R03-OAR-2018-0042;
FRL-10009-54-Region 3] received June 11, 2020,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4598. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Quality State Imple-
mentation Plans; Approvals and Promulga-
tions: Montana; Columbia Falls, Kalispell
and Libby PM10 Nonattainment Area Lim-
ited Maintenance Plan and Redesignation
Request [EPA-R08-OAR-2019-0690; FRI1.-10010-
18-Region 8] received June 11, 2020, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4599. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Wis-
consin; Second Maintenance Plans for 1997
Ozone NAAQS; Door County, Kewaunee
County, Manitowoc County and Milwaukee-
Racine Area [EPA-R05-OAR-2019-0699; FRL-
10009-87-Region 5] received June 11, 2020, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4600. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Clean Water Act Section 401
Certification Rule [EPA-HQ-OW-2019-0405;
FRL-10009-80-OW] (RIN: 2040-AF86) received
June 11, 2020, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-06-27T10:07:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




