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say, in closing: As a proud ally of the 
LGBTQIA+ community in Washington 
State and across the country and as a 
voice for our State here in the Senate, 
I will never stop shining a spotlight on 
efforts from President Trump or any 
President to discriminate against our 
LGBTQIA+ loved ones, friends, neigh-
bors, and coworkers, and I won’t stop 
fighting against hatred in our laws and 
standing up for what is right, as well as 
encouraging others to make their 
voices heard, too, as we work to help 
our Nation live up to its ideals of jus-
tice and equality. 

So, Mr. President, this may not be 
the celebratory Pride we expected or 
one like we have ever seen before, but 
it is one we should take as motivation 
and inspiration for the work ahead this 
June and in the coming months and 
years. 

Happy Pride, everyone. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO RONALD K. 
MACHTLEY 

Mr. REED. Madam President, I rise 
to join my colleague from Rhode Island 
in celebrating the career of a distin-
guished national servant and univer-
sity leader, the Honorable Ronald K. 
Machtley, who is retiring from Bryant 
University after serving as its presi-
dent for 24 years. Today, marks Presi-
dent Machtley’s final day at the helm 
of Bryant University. He has been an 
extraordinary leader and has placed 
the university on a path for continued 
growth and innovation. 

President Machtley brought a deep 
commitment to public service to Bry-
ant University. A graduate of the 
Naval Academy, he retired as a captain 
after 25 years in Active Duty and the 
Reserves. He was elected to the House 
of Representatives to represent the 
First Congressional District of Rhode 
Island in 1988, where he served for three 
terms. Two of these terms, we served 
side by side. In 1996, he was selected to 
be the eighth president of then-Bryant 
College, an institution founded in 1863 
to provide business education to work-
ing people, especially Civil War vet-
erans. 

When he arrived at Bryant College, 
President Machtley found an institu-
tion struggling to survive. Enrollment 
was low, with five empty dormitories, 
and the budget was in deficit. He began 
the painstaking work of restoring the 
college’s confidence, finances, and edu-
cational programs. By 2004, Bryant Col-
lege was ready to become Bryant Uni-
versity. Today, applications to Bryant 
are at alltime highs, and enrollment 
stands at 3,500 undergraduate students 
compared to only 2,200 in 1996. Presi-
dent Machtley also led successful cap-
ital campaigns and oversaw the trans-
formation of campus facilities, includ-
ing the 2016 opening of the state-of-the- 
art Academic Innovation Center. He 
expanded Bryant’s reach around the 
globe, opening a campus in Zhuhai, 
China. These investments in the uni-
versity have paid off. Bryant has 

climbed in the national rankings, and 
Bryant graduates are highly competi-
tive. Recent data show that 99 percent 
of Bryant University students have 
jobs or are in graduate school within 6 
months of graduation. 

Bryant University will also miss the 
contributions of Mrs. Kati C Machtley, 
who has served as an ambassador for 
the university and spearheaded impor-
tant campus initiatives. Since 1997, 
Mrs. Machtley has led the annual 
Women’s Summit at Bryant, which has 
provided a forum to inspire, empower, 
and advance women. 

The Machtley’s have helped lay the 
foundation that will launch Bryant 
University into the future. Now that 
future is in the good hands of the fac-
ulty, administration, students, and 
alumni. They continue to inspire us all 
with their example. I thank them for 
their service and wish them well in re-
tirement. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to recognize former 
Congressman Ron Machtley from 
Rhode Island on his last day as presi-
dent of Bryant University. President 
Machtley has led Bryant for almost a 
quarter century. During that time, he 
shepherded Bryant’s transition from a 
regionally focused business college to a 
university that prepares students to 
succeed in a global economy. 

A graduate of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, Ron began his career in Active 
Duty with the Navy and retired from 
the U.S. Naval Reserves in 1995 with 
the rank of captain. He practiced law 
for a time before winning election to 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 
After leaving Congress, Machtley 
stepped into the role of president at 
Bryant University, where he has served 
for the past 24 years. 

Bryant University was founded in 
Smithfield, RI, in 1863, in the middle of 
the Civil War. Bryant was originally 
intended to be a place Civil War vet-
erans could learn the fundamentals of 
business and get a fresh start. When 
Ron Machtley moved into the presi-
dent’s office, Bryant College was still 
narrowly focused on business edu-
cation. In 2004, President Machtley an-
nounced that Bryant would officially 
become a university with two distinct 
colleges: the College of Business and 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 

President Machtley has put Bryant 
on the map in many other ways—in-
creasing enrollment, revitalizing the 
campus, and joining competitive NCAA 
Division I athletics. Last year, an all-
time high of more than 7,700 students 
from across the world applied for a spot 
in Bryant University’s freshman class. 
To help prepare students to compete in 
a global economy, President Machtley 
established a new campus in Zhuhai, 
China, and expanded the university’s 
study abroad options. Bryant has ex-
celled at equipping students with the 
skills to earn success in business and 
many other fields. Employers clearly 
recognize the value of a degree from 
Bryant—99 percent of the class of 2019 

was employed or pursuing an advanced 
degree within 6 months of graduation. 

I wish President Machtley an active 
and enjoyable retirement, and I thank 
him for his dedicated service to the 
Bryant community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND BRIAN J. 
SHANLEY 

Mr. REED. Madam President, I rise 
to join my colleague from Rhode Island 
in celebrating the tenure of Reverend 
Brian J. Shanley as the 12th president 
of Providence College. As he completes 
his service, we thank him for his many 
contributions to the intellectual, so-
cial, and spiritual life in Providence. 

A native of Warwick, RI, and a grad-
uate of Toll Gate High School, Father 
Shanley raised the national profile of 
Providence College, strengthening its 
academic programs, transforming and 
modernizing the campus, and fielding 
championship athletic teams. During 
his presidency, the college established 
its first Center for Global Education, 
the East and West Campuses were fi-
nally connected, and the Friars 
brought home the 2014 Big East Men’s 
Basketball Championship and the 2015 
NCAA Men’s Hockey Championship. 

But the extent of his impact on stu-
dents and the community is much 
broader than academic rankings, inno-
vative land use, and sports. He ad-
vanced the mission of the college as an 
‘‘institution of higher education and a 
community committed to academic ex-
cellence in pursuit of the truth, growth 
in virtue, and service of God and neigh-
bor.’’ 

The motto of Providence College and 
the Dominican Order is ‘‘Veritas’’ or 
‘‘Truth.’’ As president, Father Shanley 
worked to create an environment 
where students could discover truth 
both academically and spiritually. He 
established an Office of Mission and 
Ministry. Under his leadership, Provi-
dence College students have performed 
thousands of hours of community serv-
ice in the city and beyond. The search 
for truth has also led to a greater com-
mitment to racial and social justice on 
campus. When students occupied his of-
fice, calling for action on diversity and 
inclusion, Father Shanley met with 
them and agreed to concreate actions 
to promote diversity and inclusion in 
academics and other aspects of campus 
life. During his tenure the college also 
established the Office of Institutional 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. 

As a scholar of philosophy, Father 
Shanley follows the teachings of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, another Dominican 
friar, who wrote that it is ‘‘better to il-
luminate than merely shine to deliver 
to others contemplated truths than 
merely to contemplate.’’ That is the 
kind of leadership Father Shanley has 
provided to Providence College for 
these past 15 years. He will be missed 
on campus and around town. I wish him 
well in his next endeavors and thank 
him for his service. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today, along with my senior 
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colleague Senator REED, to mark the 
last day of Father Brian Shanley’s ten-
ure at Providence College, where he 
has served as president for 15 years. Fa-
ther Shanley is the longest serving 
president in the history of Providence 
College and the only native Rhode Is-
lander to have had the role. 

A graduate of Providence College 
himself, Father Shanley has led the 
Catholic liberal arts college—the coun-
try’s only higher learning institution 
run by the Dominican Friars—through 
a decade and a half of change. He has 
greatly increased P.C.’s national pro-
file and overseen major capital im-
provements to the campus, all while 
ensuring the school remains true to its 
principles and a good neighbor in the 
Elmhurst section of Providence. Father 
Shanley created a College of Business 
to expand the school’s offerings beyond 
its signature liberal arts curriculum 
and a Center for Global Education to 
foster opportunities abroad for stu-
dents. He has taken strides to increase 
diversity by investing in financial aid, 
transitioning to a test-optional admis-
sions model, and recruiting students 
and faculty from different back-
grounds. And, of course, P.C. has cul-
tivated a national reputation for its 
stellar basketball and hockey programs 
with Father Shanley at the helm. 

I would like to add on a personal note 
how cordial and gracious Father 
Shanley has been in all my dealings 
with him and with Providence College 
in his tenure. It has been a true pleas-
ure to work and interact with him. 

I wish Father Shanley the very best 
in his well-earned retirement. Go Fri-
ars! 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO SAM ROSS 
∑ Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, 
Sam Ross is a farmer from Pioneer, 
LA, and is recognized as a top producer 
of the year finalist, a great honor in 
the farming community. Ross’s family 
has been farming for years, and after 
graduating high school, he got into the 
trade with his first 100 acres. Fast-for-
ward to now, and Sam owns over 10,000 
acres of crops. His farm is a fourth-gen-
eration family-run operation. I would 
like to thank Sam and all the other 
farmers in America for the great work 
they do.∑ 

f 

VERMONT STATE OF THE UNION 
ESSAY CONTEST FINALISTS 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 
ask to have printed in the RECORD 
some of the finalist essays written by 
Vermont High School students as part 
of the 10th annual ‘‘State of the 
Union’’, essay contest conducted by my 
office. 

The material follows: 
HUSSEIN AMURI, WINOOSKI HIGH SCHOOL, 

JUNIOR 
‘‘Give me your tired, your poor, Your 

huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The 

wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send 
these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I 
lift my lamp beside the golden door!’’ 

Emma Lazarus, a native-born American, 
included these sentiments in the sonnet 
‘‘The New Colossus’’ engraved on the ped-
estal that supports the Statue of Liberty. 
The words and the statue embody the great-
ness and intellect of this country. I am a 
teenage immigrant from Tanzania, whose 
family fled the Second Congo Civil War to 
enter the ‘‘golden door.’’ Those words are not 
just words to me, they represent my reality. 
Yet, I think America is moving away from 
these values, dishonoring the hard-won iden-
tity of countless immigrants. I think Amer-
ica needs to reclaim these values because di-
versity forms this country’s strength and its 
path to renaissance. 

People fleeing wars, persecution, and con-
flict founded the United States to build bet-
ter lives. Our founders, like my family, ar-
rived poor and desperate. Today, however, 
Americans attack newcomers, blame them 
for economic tribulations and cultural dis-
ruption. Do we steal jobs and fail to pay 
taxes? No, these so-called beliefs are myths. 
According to the National Foundation for 
American Policy, 55% of the country’s $1 bil-
lion start-up companies-such as Uber, 
SpaceX, and Avant—had at least one immi-
grant founder and each start-up created 
more than 760 jobs. In my hometown of 
Winooski, we have popular ethnic res-
taurants like Pho Dang Vietnamese Cafe and 
Tiny Thai; grocery stores like Sagarthama 
Grocery and Asian Market; businesses built 
and owned by immigrants, the ‘‘huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free.’’ Many peo-
ple from around Vermont find job opportuni-
ties here, including myself. Native-born 
Americans come to shop and enjoy them-
selves at these shops and restaurants. 

In 2017, working immigrant households 
paid $405 billion dollars in taxes; 
DACAeligible residents paid $4 billion, ac-
cording to the New America Economy Coali-
tion. Legal and unauthorized immigrants 
pay taxes. Poor, ‘‘wretched refuse,’’ strug-
gling in our home countries, we decided that 
America offered more opportunities, and 
brought our cultures, ways of life, and strong 
wills here. We enhance the economy and in-
troduce new perspectives to American life. 
My beautiful mother hardly speaks English 
and works two jobs to support herself and 
my brothers. She pays taxes. We see her sel-
dom because she’s usually at work. From 
where we sit, she’s contributing a lot to the 
economy. 

We are ‘‘your tired, your poor.’’ We are 
‘‘the homeless, tempest-tost.’’ We are here 
today and contributing to this country. We 
are the New Colossus and represent the 
words engraved on the pedestal supporting 
the Statue of Liberty. Can we keep the leg-
acy of this sonnet alive, a legacy that truly 
defines this country’s strength, roots to ren-
aissance, and diversity? Listen and acknowl-
edge stories from my mother and thousands 
of other immigrants. Those stories are full of 
hardship and revitalization. In despair, we 
came to ‘‘lift our lamps, beside the golden 
door,’’ and we found hope for ourselves and 
the United States of America. 
MAELY BRIGHTMAN, ST. JOHNSBURY ACADEMY, 

SOPHOMORE 
Today in many schools, students are re-

ceiving inadequet sex education and it’s neg-
atively impacting their health and well- 
being. In the United States only 24 states re-
quire public schools to have sex education 
and 20 of them require it to be medically ac-
curate. The lack of coverage on subjects such 
as safe sex, LGBTQ topics, menstruation, 
and body image is damaging the well-being 
of today’s youths. 

Research shows that having accurate com-
prehensive sex education classes leads to 
lower rates of teen pregnancy and con-
tracting an STI. Teens understand the im-
portance of using protection and contracep-
tives. In fact, NCLS states that people age 
15–25 make up 25% of the sexually active pop-
ulation but the rate of them contracting is 
disproportionately high. By teaching teens 
accurate information, they have more 
knowledge to make safer decisions. Medi-
cally accurate information has been shown 
to have a higher influence than no sex edu-
cation at all or abstinence-until-marriage 
education. 

It is also important that we do not just 
teach about heterosexual intercourse, but 
have an LGBTQ inclusive ciriculum. The 
lack of awareness and information about the 
LGBTQ community leads to teens and adults 
who don’t know how to have safe same-sex 
intercourse. A surprising amount of people 
don’t know what a dental dam is. It’s a pro-
tection from STis when performing oral sex. 
Furthermore, teaching children about 
healthy, normal LGBTQ relationships would 
help normalize same-sex relationships and 
non-cisgender identities. It is an important 
component in supporting LGBTQ youth. 

In addition, accurate sex education would 
help defeat the stigma in teens, specifically 
boys, that surrounds menstruation and other 
natural things that happen to girls and boys 
during puberty. Because of society’s influ-
ence, many people end up believing that nor-
mal, healthy processes are bad or gross. This 
can cause bullying, low self esteem, or abuse. 
Sex education would help normalize these 
natural occurances. That is why the govern-
ment should require all public schools to 
have medically accurate sex education class-
es. 

While it would be a difficult and long proc-
ess, the outcome would be worth the effort. 
Many people are against this idea, under be-
liefs that kids shouldn’t be exposed to the 
world yet or for religious reasons, however 
by shielding them from the truth parents en-
sure that their children have less knowledge 
and information to rely on when they reach 
adulthood. Typically in schools that teach 
sex education, they start in middle school. I 
feel that it is a good starting point for 
schools. The law would have to be changed at 
a federal level, so that it affects the whole 
nation. This would be a tedious process, how-
ever I believe it would bring a much needed 
improvement for American youths. 

ISABELLE CHEN, OXBOW HIGH SCHOOL, 
FRESHMAN 

As everyone starts to shift into the next 
decade, there is one prominent issue that can 
no longer be silenced. This problem not only 
applies to Americans but includes every liv-
ing species who wanders this earth. Despite 
our state of ignorance, earth has continu-
ously given us telltale signs that climate 
change is quickly altering our planet. Yet 
many of us still refuse to see the con-
sequences that climate change has created 
thus far. Unstable air quality, increase in 
hotter temperatures, and the rise of sea lev-
els are a few of the repercussions that man-
kind has generated. Before we can solve 
other pressing matters like gun control or 
inequality, we must make global warming 
our top priority, for it is destroying the very 
ground we stand on. 

According to NASA, the exploitation of 
fossil fuels is the main driving force in the 
production of atmospheric carbon dioxide. 
The action of burning fossil fuels leads to the 
consolidation of carbon and oxygen in the air 
to forge CO2. The depositing of excess CO2 in 
the atmosphere is solely based upon human 
activities. We lack the action needed from 
the government to prevent such happenings. 
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