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hole’’, and since the donut hole began closing
in 2010, millions of Medicare beneficiaries
have saved billions of dollars on prescription
drug costs;

Whereas, on February 26, 2018, 18 State at-
torneys general and 2 Governors filed a law-
suit in the United States District Court for
the Northern District of Texas, Texas V.
United States, No. 4:18-cv-00167-O (N.D. Tex.)
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘Texas V.
United States’), arguing that the require-
ment of the ACA to maintain minimum es-
sential coverage is unconstitutional;

Whereas the State and individual plaintiffs
in Texas v. United States also seek to strike
down the entire ACA as not severable from
the requirement to maintain minimum es-
sential coverage;

Whereas, despite the well-established duty
of the Department of Justice to defend Fed-
eral statutes where reasonable arguments
can made in their defense, Attorney General
Jefferson Sessions announced in a letter to
Congress on June 7, 2018, that the Depart-
ment of Justice would not defend the con-
stitutionality of the minimum essential cov-
erage provision;

Whereas, in the June 7, 2018, letter to Con-
gress, then Attorney General Jefferson Ses-
sions announced that the Department of Jus-
tice would instead argue that provisions pro-
tecting individuals with pre-existing medical
conditions (specifically the provisions com-
monly known as ‘‘community rating’ and
‘“‘guaranteed issue’’) are not severable from
the minimum essential coverage provision
and ought to be invalidated;

Whereas the United States District Court
for the Northern District of Texas issued an
order on December 14, 2018, that struck down
the ACA in its entirety, including protec-
tions for individuals with pre-existing condi-
tions, based on the ruling of that court that
the requirement to maintain minimum es-
sential coverage was unconstitutional;

Whereas, on March 25, 2019, the Depart-
ment of Justice, in a letter to the United
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit,
changed its position and announced that the
central holding of the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Texas
should be upheld and the entire ACA should
be declared inseverable from the minimum
essential coverage provision and struck
down;

Whereas, on December 18, 2019, the United
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit
in Texas v. United States, 945 F.3d 355 (6th
Cir. 2019), upheld the decision of the United
States District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of Texas striking down the minimum
essential coverage provision, but vacated the
decision on severability and remanded the
case to the United States District Court for
the Northern District of Texas;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States granted, on Monday, March 2, 2020, a
petition for a writ of certiorari filed by 21
State attorneys general and will review, in
California v. Texas, No. 19-804 (U.S.) and
Texas v. California, No. 19-19109 (U.S.), the
decisions of the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Fifth Circuit in Texas v. United
States, 945 F.3d 355 (5th Cir. 2019);

Whereas, if the ruling of the United States
District Court for the Northern District of
Texas in Texas v. United States is upheld by
the Supreme Court of the United States, sen-
iors enrolled in Medicare would face the re-
opening of the Medicare donut hole and be
subject to billions of dollars in new prescrip-
tion drug costs;

Whereas, as of June 2020, 37 States and the
District of Columbia have expanded or voted
to expand Medicaid to individuals with in-
comes below 138 percent of the Federal pov-
erty level, providing health coverage to more
than 12,000,000 newly eligible people;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Whereas, if the ruling of the United States
District Court for the Northern District of
Texas in Texas v. United States is upheld by
the Supreme Court of the United States, the
millions of individuals and families who re-
ceive coverage from Medicaid could lose ac-
cess to health care coverage altogether;

Whereas, as of April 2020, more than
7,200,000 consumers who purchase individual
health insurance are eligible for tax credits
to subsidize the cost of premiums and assist-
ance to minimize out-of-pocket health care
costs such as copays and deductibles, which
has made individual health insurance cov-
erage affordable for millions of people in the
United States for the first time;

Whereas, if the ruling of the United States
District Court for the Northern District of
Texas in Texas v. United States is upheld by
the Supreme Court of the United States—

(1) the individual health insurance market-
places established under the ACA would be
eliminated;

(2) the millions of people in the United
States who buy health insurance on those
marketplaces could lose coverage; and

(3) the premium expenses for individual
health insurance would increase exorbi-
tantly;

Whereas, if the ruling of the United States
District Court for the Northern District of
Texas in Texas v. United States is upheld by
the Supreme Court of the United States, the
permanent reauthorization of the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.) would also be repealed and millions
of American Indians and Alaska Natives
would have less access to health services,
less options for care, and worsened health
disparities;

Whereas, if the ruling of the United States
District Court for the Northern District of
Texas in Texas v. United States is upheld by
the Supreme Court of the United States, the
nearly 500,000 veterans who have gained
health insurance coverage, including the
nearly 1 in 10 veterans that have gained cov-
erage through Medicaid expansion, would
lose access to care;

Whereas, if the ruling of the United States
District Court for the Northern District of
Texas in Texas v. United States is upheld by
the Supreme Court of the United States, peo-
ple in the United States would lose numer-
ous consumer protections, including the re-
quirements that—

(1) plans offer preventive care without
cost-sharing;

(2) young adults can remain on their par-
ents’ insurance plan until age 26;

(3) many health insurance plans offer a
comprehensive set of essential health bene-
fits such as maternity care, addiction treat-
ment, and prescription drug coverage;

(4) individuals cannot be denied coverage
due to, and coverage cannot be medically un-
derwritten to reflect, gender; and

(5) individuals cannot be denied coverage
due to, and coverage cannot be medically un-
derwritten to reflect, a pre-existing medical
condition;

Whereas, on March 11, 2020, the World
Health Organization declared the outbreak
of COVID-19 a pandemic;

Whereas, as of June 30, 2020, more than
2,545,000 people in the United States have
been diagnosed with COVID-19;

Whereas, during the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, millions of people in the United
States have relied on the ACA for coverage,
health care access, and diagnoses;

Whereas, as of June 25, 2020, more than
30,000,000 people in the United States have
filed for unemployment benefits;

Whereas a ruling by the Supreme Court of
the United States that the ACA must be
struck down would cost the United States an
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estimated 3,000,000 jobs at a time when na-
tional unemployment as a result of the glob-
al pandemic exceeds 13 percent;

Whereas, in the midst of a global pan-
demic, the Department of Justice is con-
tinuing to pursue a strategy to have the rul-
ing of the United States District Court for
the Northern District of Texas in Texas v.
United States upheld by the Supreme Court
of the United States, which would result in
health care coverage being torn away from
millions of people in the United States;

Whereas people in the United States who
are facing the economic and physical risks of
a global pandemic cannot also face an ongo-
ing threat that a ruling by the Supreme
Court of the United States could invalidate
their health care coverage; and

Whereas dismantling the health care sys-
tem in the United States in the midst of a
global pandemic, when millions of people in
the United States have lost work and the
ACA provides an alternative to employer-
based health insurance, would trigger chaos:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the Department of Justice should—

(1) defend the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148; 124
Stat. 119) rather than doubling down on its
position with respect to the decision of the
United States District Court for the North-
ern District of Texas in Texas v. United
States, No. 4:18-cv-00167-O (N.D. Tex.); and

(2) protect the millions of people in the
United States who newly gained health in-
surance coverage since 2014 and rely on that
coverage in the midst of the public health
emergency relating to the Coronavirus Dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19).

SENATE RESOLUTION 639—RECOG-
NIZING JUNE 2020 AS “IMMI-
GRANT HERITAGE MONTH”, A
CELEBRATION OF THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS AND CONTRIBU-
TIONS IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR
CHILDREN HAVE MADE IN MAK-
ING THE UNITED STATES A
HEALTHIER, SAFER, MORE DI-
VERSE, AND PROSPEROUS COUN-
TRY, AND ACKNOWLEDGING THE
IMPORTANCE OF IMMIGRANTS
TO THE FUTURE SUCCESSES OF
THE UNITED STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. CORTEzZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY,
Ms. WARREN, Ms. HARRIS, and Mr.
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 639

Whereas the United States is stronger
when all individuals have the opportunity to
live up to their full potential;

Whereas, in the United States, more than
16 percent of health care workers are immi-
grants, and foreign-born individuals com-
prise—

(1) 29.1 percent of physicians;

(2) 23.7 percent of dentists;

(3) 23.1 percent of nursing, psychiatric, and
home health aides;

(4) 20.3 percent of pharmacists;

(5) 17.4 percent of dieticians and nutrition-
ists;

(6) 17.3 percent of medical assistants;

(7) 16.5 percent of dental assistants;

(8) 16.2 percent of optometrists;

(9) 16 percent of registered nurses; and

(10) 15 percent of licensed practical and li-
censed vocational nurses;
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Whereas immigrants working in a health
care occupation range from individuals with
Temporary Protected Status and individuals
who have been granted deferred action pur-
suant to the memorandum of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security entitled ‘Exer-
cising Prosecutorial Discretion with Respect
to Individuals Who Came to the United
States as Children’ issued on June 15, 2012
(referred to in this preamble as ‘DACA re-
cipients’) to naturalized citizens;

Whereas more than 12 percent of immi-
grants with Temporary Protected Status or
who are DACA recipients, or 310,000 individ-
uals, are humanitarian migrants, including
refugees, asylees, special immigrant visa
holders, and entrants from Cuba and Haiti;

Whereas 41,700 DACA recipients perform
critical roles in the health care industry;

Whereas immigrants working in health
care professions serve throughout the United
States and often serve in rural or under-
served communities;

Whereas each medical student, resident,
and physician who relies on being a DACA
recipient for the ability to practice medicine
provides medical care to an average of be-
tween 1,633 and 4,600 patients each year;

Whereas immigrants have filled nearly %
of physician roles in the United States for a
decade;

Whereas the Association of American Med-
ical Colleges attested to the Supreme Court
of the United States that the health care
system of the United States relies on immi-
grant health care providers;

Whereas, in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, immigrants are putting their own
lives at risk to save lives every day by work-
ing as diagnosing and treating practitioners,
physician assistants, nurses, health aides,
nursing assistants and orderlies, health care
support workers, medical students and resi-
dents, and health technologists and techni-
cians;

Whereas nearly Y5 of all DACA recipients,
or 200,000 individuals, and more than 130,000
of the estimated 411,000 individuals with
Temporary Protected Status, are serving on
the frontlines of the response to the COVID-
19 pandemic and are considered essential
critical infrastructure workers;

Whereas immigrant essential workers, in-
cluding first responders, health care work-
ers, agricultural workers, meat packers,
childcare providers, and hospitality and
transportation workers, have heroically
helped provide medical care, food, shelter,
and comfort to individuals in the United
States impacted by COVID-19;

Whereas the majority of farm workers in
the United States are immigrants, and, re-
gardless of politics, have been deemed ‘‘es-
sential workers’” by the President of the
United States to maintain a safe food supply
for the United States during the COVID-19
pandemic;

Whereas immigrants have served in the
Armed Forces since the founding of the
United States and have fought in every
major conflict in the history of the United
States, including the Civil War, World Wars
I and II, and conflicts in Vietnam, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq;

Whereas immigrants have put their lives
at risk to protect the ideals of the United
States and democracy and the lives of indi-
viduals in the United States by serving as
translators and interpreters for the Armed
Forces and performing sensitive and trusted
activities for United States military per-
sonnel stationed at the International Secu-
rity Assistance Force;

Whereas immigrants who serve in emerg-
ing industries in the United States with pro-
nounced labor shortages that rely on science,
technology, engineering, and math (referred
to in this preamble as ‘“STEM”’) skills, such
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as artificial intelligence, bolster the econ-
omy and enhance the national security and
global leadership of the United States;

Whereas, when immigrants have a trusting
relationship with local law enforcement
agencies, they report crime and work with
police on neighborhood crime reduction
strategies;

Whereas more immigrants reside in the
United States than any other country in the
world, and immigrants in the United States
come from almost every country in the
world, contributing to the rich diversity of
individuals, cultures, cuisine, literature, art,
language, academia, music, media, fashion,
and customs in the United States;

Whereas the United States is more diverse
than ever before in history, evidenced by the
fact that—

(1) an increased percentage of immigrants
to the United States have come from coun-
tries such as India, China (including Hong
Kong and Macao but not Taiwan), the Phil-
ippines, El Salvador, Vietnam, Cuba, the Do-
minican Republic, South Korea, and Guate-
mala; and

(2) the number of Black immigrants to the
United States from across the African con-
tinent, the Caribbean, and the Americas has
increased by 30 percent since 2010;

Whereas Black immigrants and their chil-
dren make up roughly %, or 18 percent, of
the overall Black population of the United
States;

Whereas, in response to recent civil unrest
in the United States, immigrants of all back-
grounds have pledged their support to fight
hand-in-hand with Black immigrants to—

(1) fight against racial injustice and for ac-
countability from law enforcement agencies
and the criminal justice system; and

(2) demand that law enforcement agencies
protect individuals, regardless of their skin
color;

Whereas celebrating racial, ethnic, lin-
guistic, and religious differences of immi-
grants has resulted in a unified, patriotic,
and prosperous United States;

Whereas immigration has long been one of
the greatest competitive advantages of the
United States;

Whereas immigrants of all skill levels have
helped make the economy of the United
States the strongest in the world, comple-
menting existing businesses in the United
States in times of need and founding success-
ful businesses of their own;

Whereas, although immigrants account for
only 13.7 percent of the total population of
the United States, nearly half of Fortune 500
companies were founded by immigrants or
their children, and those businesses create
more than $6,000,000,000,000 in annual revenue
and employ millions of individuals in the
United States;

Whereas 72.5 percent of immigrants believe
that hard work is necessary to succeed in the
United States, and immigrants are respon-
sible for half of the total labor force growth
in the United States in the last decade;

Whereas, in the United States in 2019—

(1) 66 percent of immigrants who were 16
years of age or older were employed; and

(2) 62.5 percent of individuals born in the
United States who were 16 years of age or
older were employed;

Whereas immigrants are entrepreneurial
self-starters who—

(1) create their own opportunity and em-
ployment opportunities; and

(2) are more likely to be entrepreneurs
than individuals born in the United States;

Whereas the high-skilled immigration sys-
tem of the United States—

(1) has not been updated in more than 25
years;

(2) is outdated and overburdened; and
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(3) puts the global leadership of the United
States at risk;

Whereas national security experts agree
that it is essential for the United States to
maintain its military exceptionalism by
being the leader in advanced technologies
such as artificial intelligence, cyber and
quantum technologies, robotics, and di-
rected-energy and hypersonic weapons,
which are STEM fields in which immigrants
fill dangerous labor shortages in the United
States;

Whereas, in the future, immigrants in the
United States are expected to fill a crucial
need for health care workers brought on by
an aging population and a longer life expect-
ancy, and, by filling that need, immigrants
will keep individuals in the United States
healthy;

Whereas meaningful immigration policy
reform would reduce the Federal deficit by
$1,200,000,000,000 in just 20 years, contributing
to greater economic stability and safety;

Whereas, if Dreamers were provided a path-
way to citizenship, the cumulative gains for
the economy of the United States could be
up to $1,000,000,000,000;

Whereas, because immigrants in the
United States are more likely to be working-
age than individuals born in the United
States, immigrants are more likely to con-
tribute to the labor force and economy as
both consumers and taxpayers, thereby help-
ing to fund social services and programs like
Medicare and Social Security and making in-
dividuals in the United States healthier,
safer, and economically prosperous; and

Whereas the continued integration of im-
migrants from around the world and encour-
aging a pathway to citizenship, economic
and social mobility, and civic engagement
for those immigrants will—

(1) perpetuate the prosperity of the United
States; and

(2) reinforce the patriotism that the people
of the United States feel for the United
States, no matter their color of skin, coun-
try of origin, or religious background: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes June 2020 as ‘‘Immigrant
Heritage Month’’ in honor of the contribu-
tions immigrants and their children have
made to the United States throughout its
history;

(2) pledges to celebrate immigrant con-
tributions to, and immigrant heritages in,
each State;

(3) welcomes immigrants presently in the
United States and individuals seeking to im-
migrate to the United States to contribute
to the health, safety, diversity, and pros-
perity of the United States by finding their
place in the vibrant, multiethnic, and inte-
grated society of the United States;

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to work with their immigrant neigh-
bors and colleagues to advance the current
and future well-being of the United States;
and

(5) commits to working with fellow Mem-
bers of Congress, the executive agencies that
administer immigration laws and policies,
and the President to promote smart and just
immigration policy for immigrants presently
in the United States, their families, and indi-
viduals seeking to immigrate to the United
States in the future.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2326. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2301 proposed by Mr. INHOFE to the bill S.
4049, to authorize appropriations for fiscal
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