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address transportation equity on the House 
Ways and Means Committee. For these rea-
sons, I would like to thank Chairman PETER 
DEFAZIO and his staff for helping me secure 
these priorities in H.R. 2 will continue to work 
with my colleagues to enact these common- 
sense policies into law. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill. It reminds 
us that we do not have to endure exhausting 
commutes, leaky pipes, or outdated schools. It 
offers hope for a better, fairer, more vibrant fu-
ture for our families and communities. 

I encourage my colleagues to support H.R. 
2 and urge the Senate to pass it without 
delay. The American people cannot afford to 
wait any longer for relief. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, I am 
back home in Green Bay, Wisconsin on pater-
nity leave with my family. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 130; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 131; NAY on Roll Call No. 132; and NAY 
on Roll Call No. 133. 

f 

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN 
AMERICA ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today thank Chairman NEAL and Chair-
man THOMPSON for their work on the GREEN 
Act, included in H.R. 2. 

As a longstanding proponent of utilizing the 
tax code to support green energy, I am thrilled 
that this legislation extends and expands tax 
incentives that have a proven track record of 
increasing deployment of these technologies. 

In particular, this legislation is a win for the 
fuel cell vehicle industry in Connecticut and 
nationwide. Light-duty fuel cell vehicles are 
electric vehicles that generate electricity on-
board through an electrochemical reaction of 
hydrogen, not combustion. These cars emit 
zero carbon, zero NOx, zero SOx, and zero 
particulate matter from the tailpipe, and are 
capable of traveling 300 to 400 miles on a 
tank of fuel, with refueling in just three to five 
minutes. This technology is one of the most 
promising avenues to reduce emissions in the 
medium and heavy-duty sector. 

The GREEN Act extends the expiring alter-
native fuel vehicle refueling property credit 
(30C), a necessary incentive to build-up a hy-
drogen refueling network to make widespread 
adoption possible. Additionally, the legislation 
modifies the credit to better support electric 
vehicle charger deployment. I look forward to 
working with Chairman NEAL, Chairman 
THOMPSON, and the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to similarly ensure that the 30C credit 
is optimized for fuel cell vehicle infrastructure 

and to continue broader efforts towards sup-
porting clean energy technology. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, Unfortunately, I missed a vote yes-
terday, June 30th. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 133. 

f 

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN 
AMERICA ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 30, 2020 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the ‘‘Moving Forward Act’’ (H.R. 
2), a $1.5 trillion plan to rebuild America’s in-
frastructure. The critical investments included 
in this bill are needed to repair our nation’s in-
frastructure and prepare for the future. 

Our nation has the ability to create a better, 
brighter and more prosperous future by invest-
ing much more in our nation’s infrastructure. 
H.R. 2 will create millions of well-paying jobs, 
increase sustained long-term growth, and 
make us more globally competitive, while at 
the same time protecting our environment and 
improving our health. By making significant in-
vestments in surface transportation, rail and 
transit systems, aviation, energy production 
and distribution, schools, broadband and 
housing, H.R. 2 will help us meet the de-
mands of a 21st-century economy. 

One of the areas I am particularly proud to 
see this bill address is the need to include 
high speed broadband internet in our overall 
national infrastructure. 

Electricity was the infrastructure that helped 
this country move forward last century and our 
leaders made a great investment to ensure 
every American who wanted to be connected 
to the electrical grid had the opportunity to do 
so. Broadband and gigabit internet access will 
play the same role in the 21st century. 

We see examples of the future today as we 
grapple with the COVID–19 pandemic. Stu-
dents are able to learn outside the classroom 
thanks to advances in distance learning, 
Americans are able to meet with their doctors 
through telemedicine services, and millions of 
Americans are able to keep their jobs and stay 
safe by working from home. 

Sadly, the luxury of having reliable high- 
speed internet access is not available to all 
Americans. Those who live in rural and poor 
communities are being left behind in this tech-
nical revolution, as they were in the previous 
century with electricity prior to the investments 
championed by President Roosevelt and fund-
ed by Congress. 

This bill makes the needed investment of 
$80 billion to ensure that every American 
household, business, school, and medical fa-

cility has access to high speed internet so that 
they can be a part of the technological revolu-
tion that will strengthen our economy as we 
recover from the COVID–19 pandemic. I am 
happy to see that this bill invests towards the 
future by dedicating a set amount of funding to 
provide gigabit internet access. While cities 
like Dallas are starting to get access to this 
ultrafast internet, we need to make sure that 
funding is available so that the groundwork 
can be laid to ensure every American eventu-
ally has access to this new technology. I ap-
plaud my colleague, Mr. CLYBURN for cham-
pioning this cause as we address the needs of 
the American people. I will also note that as 
Chair of the Science Committee, we voted out 
a broadband bill last year to address these se-
rious needs and I am happy that broadband 
provisions are moving in this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2 also contains a number 
of high priority provisions from the bipartisan 
Surface Transportation Research and Devel-
opment Act that I introduced with Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee Ranking 
Member LUCAS. As Chair of the Science Com-
mittee, I want to thank Transportation & Infra-
structure Chairman DEFAZIO for working with 
me to incorporate these provisions in this bill. 
I will list just a few of them. They include the 
establishment of an advanced transportation 
research and innovation program for long- 
term, high risk research. Among its objectives, 
this program is intended to improve the resil-
ience of transportation infrastructure across di-
verse regions of the United States to natural 
disasters, extreme weather, and the effects of 
climate change. In addition, there is a provi-
sion that authorizes establishment of a Multi- 
modal Transportation Demonstration Program 
for the demonstration of advanced transpor-
tation technologies for local transportation or-
ganizations and transit agencies serving popu-
lations of 200,000 or less. 

H.R. 2 also contains a provision that re-
quires the Secretary of Transportation to enter 
into an agreement with the National Acad-
emies of Sciences to develop a long-term re-
search agenda for surface transportation that 
would address advanced technologies and in-
novation, including advancing connected and 
autonomous technologies. If this bill is en-
acted, these and the other Science, Space, 
and Technology Committee priorities that have 
been included will go a long way to ensuring 
that the nation will have a vital and robust 
transportation R&D capability. 

In addition, I am pleased to co-sponsor an 
amendment that we will be considering on the 
Floor to address the significant deferred main-
tenance needs of the Department of Energy’s 
national laboratories, some of which date back 
to the Manhattan Project, and to accelerate 
the modernization of these critical facilities. 

This is an important first step. However, the 
need and opportunity to bolster our nation’s 
research infrastructure across the country and 
throughout the federal government remains. I 
am going to continue to work to ensure that 
strong support for our national research enter-
prise is included in any future bills that aim to 
accelerate our economic recovery from the 
current global crisis. 

In addition to the inclusion of these research 
infrastructure provisions, I want to thank the 
Chairman for working with me to include a 
number of amendments that were included in 
the INVEST in America Act. 

One amendment provides support for train-
ing surface transportation workers who may 
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lose their jobs due to increased automation of 
services. 

It is clear that due to COVID–19 and other 
pandemics that may occur, there will be more 
‘‘contactless services’’ in the future and the 
transportation industry will indeed be im-
pacted. My concern is for the employees who 
are at risk and on the front lines, who lack the 
training needed to both service and operate 
our future transportation systems. The Moving 
Forward Act includes a $50 million Surface 
Transportation Workforce Training Grant Pro-
gram that will help our current workers get 
ready and prepare themselves for these auto-
mated vehicles (AV) that will use artificial intel-
ligence (AI) to operate and maintain our sur-
face transportation systems. 

It is encouraging to see that this bill con-
tains provisions that support the development 
of high speed rail and its financing options. 
We have much work to do in the immerging 
development of high speed rail in the United 
States. We have been left behind by other 
countries in this much needed era of trans-
porting people efficiently from one part of our 
nation to another. I am a strong supporter of 
the development of high-speed rail in the 
United States. 

It my state, Texas Central is working to de-
velop high-speed rail system connecting Dal-
las and Houston in less than 90 minutes and 
at speeds up to 205 mph. This high-speed 
train will provide a faster, safer and more envi-
ronmentally friendly mode of transportation 
that will serve two of the top five largest met-
ropolitan statistical areas in the United States, 
Dallas-Fort Worth and Houston, as well as the 
greater College Station area, through the 
Brazos Valley station. 

One of the major issues that has arisen dur-
ing the development of this major infrastruc-
ture project is the access to large scale of 
Capital Financing required to ensure the suc-
cess of this project. While the project is esti-
mated to cost $32 billion, with the government 
of Japan expected to pay up to half the cost, 
financing a project at this scale is something 
that programs like the Railroad Rehabilitation 
and Improvement Funding (RRIF) program 
would have great difficulty in accomplishing 
due to the Credit Risk Premiums rules that 
would adversely impact the borrowers or such 
large scale projects. I am encouraged that my 
amendment to provide a workable option for 
Texas Central to meet the CRP was included 
in the bill. 

Another area of importance that I am happy 
to see included in this legislation is the im-
provement of Amtrak’s cybersecurity capabili-
ties. 

Millions of Americans use Amtrak each 
year, the incorporation of technology in the 
Amtrak system has allowed the company to 
grow while providing a safer and more cus-
tomer friendly experience for passengers. But 
technological advances continue, the risk of 
cybersecurity threats only rises. I am encour-
aged to see provisions included in this bill that 
allow Amtrak to procure the needed cyberse-
curity technology to combat attacks against 
the operation of its rail system. 

To address Amtrak’s cybersecurity needs, 
my amendment directs the Secretary to estab-
lish a cybersecurity enhancement grant pro-

gram, which will permit Amtrak to acquire ac-
tive cyber defense capabilities to implement 
cyber resiliency improvements for train control 
systems and other IT assets systemwide. 

In my time serving in this chamber, I’ve 
learned that no single piece of legislation is 
perfect. I hope to continue working with the 
chairman of the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture committee to address issues related to 
strengthening our nation’s freight rail network 
and in particular Union Pacific and a number 
of issue raised with this bill. 

I also want to say just a few words about 
the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise or 
DBE program. Over the almost 40 years since 
the DBE Program was first enacted, we have 
made progress—but not nearly enough. The 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture has collected enormous amounts of evi-
dence that illustrates just how stubborn and 
harmful institutionalized bias and systemic rac-
ism really are to people of color. The bottom 
line is that DBEs have to fight twice as hard 
and still usually end up getting far less money 
than goes to firms owned by non-minority 
males. 

Not only that, but discrimination means that 
even starting a business is harder for minority 
and women owned firms. The recent disparity 
study conducted for Texas DOT used Census 
data to examine this issue. The study found 
that the business formation rate for white 
males was 5.4 percent, but the rate for African 
Americans was less than a third of that—1.6 
percent. For Hispanic Americans it was 2 per-
cent, for Native Americans it was 2.9 percent, 
and for white women it was 3.1 percent. For 
Asian/Pacific Islanders it was better—5.2 per-
cent but still lower than for white males. Texas 
Department of Transportation Disparity Study 
2019, Colette Holt & Associates, 2019, at 133. 
The disparities for firm formation in construc-
tion in Texas were even worse. White men 
formed construction firms at a rate of 10.3 per-
cent, but for Asian/Pacific Islanders the rate 
was only 9.5 percent. For white women it was 
8.9 percent. Shockingly the construction firm 
formation rates for Native Americans, Hispanic 
Americans and African Americans were 4.9 
percent, 3.5 percent and 2.9 percent respec-
tively. Id. at 135. 

Think about what this means—as bad as 
the economic disparities are for firms owned 
by minorities and women, the current data ac-
tually understates the problem, since it doesn’t 
take into consideration all the firms that could 
never even get off the ground. How can mi-
norities and women ever erase the gaps in 
business inequality if discrimination keeps 
them from even forming the businesses they 
need to compete? This is exactly what makes 
the DBE program so important—while it 
doesn’t fully level the playing field, it provides 
a demand for businesses owned by minorities 
and women and gives those businesses that 
do exist at least a fighting chance to compete. 

Mr. Speaker, enactment of H.R. 2 will allow 
our nation to move forward with critical im-
provements to our nation’s roads, tunnels and 
bridges, our ports and harbors, airports, and 
rail systems. It will fund improvements in safe 
drinking water and wastewater systems, and 
create more affordable housing. The bill will 
help to modernize schools, invest in the postal 
service and provide high speed internet to un-

derserved areas. Most of these proposals are 
long overdue and we cannot wait any longer 
to move our country forward. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
STANLEY BALZEKAS, JR. 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate and commemorate the life of Mr. 
Stanley Balzekas Jr., who passed away on 
June 18 at the age of 95 . Stanley Balzekas 
was an American war hero, a tireless sup-
porter of Lithuania and Lithuanian culture, and 
a pillar of Chicago’s Southwest Side. 

Mr. Balzekas was an American patriot, hav-
ing proudly served in the United States Army 
during World War II. He landed in Normandy 
and bravely fought in the Battle of the Hurtgen 
Forest, one of the longest and fiercest battles 
in Europe. He was eventually captured by the 
Nazis and spent the rest of the war as a 
POW. For heroically risking his life to rescue 
twelve wounded soldiers, Mr. Balzekas was 
awarded the Bronze Star as well as the Purple 
Heart. 

Returning from the war, Stanley Balzekas 
earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees from 
DePaul University and then took the reins of 
his family’s car dealership, Balzekas Motor 
Sales, on Archer Avenue in Chicago. But Mr. 
Balzekas’ passion was preserving and spread-
ing Lithuanian history and culture. In 1966, 
Stanley Balzekas founded the Balzekas Mu-
seum of Lithuanian Culture in Chicago. 
Through his dedicated leadership, the mu-
seum grew to become the largest repository of 
Lithuanian cultural artifacts outside of Lith-
uania. Mr. Balzekas’s tireless work enhanced 
America’s understanding of Lithuanian history 
and enriched the culture of the Chicagoland 
community. 

I extend my heartfelt condolences to Mr. 
Balzekas’s family. Mr. Balzekas was the hus-
band of the late Irene and is survived by his 
loving children Stanley III, Robert, Carol, and 
six grandchildren Irena, Stanley IV, Matthew, 
Margaret, Lucas, and Eva. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life of Mr. Stanley 
Balzekas, Jr. His contributions to our country, 
Lithuania and Lithuanian culture, and the 
Southwest Side of Chicago will not be forgot-
ten. He will be remembered as a great man. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present for the following votes due to a family 
emergency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 124, and NAY on Roll 
Call No. 126. 
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