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I also cosponsored an amendment led
by Senator UDALL making clear that
Congress has not given the executive
branch any authority to go to war
against Iran.

We also cannot continue to let this
President raid national defense funds
for his ridiculous and racist border wall
effort—remember, the one that the
President promised Mexico would pay
for. Every dollar diverted has been at
the expense of our men and women in
uniform, especially hurting our Na-
tional Guard. This bill does nothing to
address that. Even when the Ninth Cir-
cuit court ruled last Friday that the
money grab was illegal, the Depart-
ment of Defense informed us on Mon-
day that it would not stop construction
of the President’s campaign promise.
That is why I filed an amendment that
would keep the President from trans-
ferring defense funds outside of DOD
for the wall. We need a robust debate
on the proper, effective way to respond
to the humanitarian crisis at our bor-
der, one approved by Congress.

In addition, I filed an amendment
that would disapprove of Russia par-
ticipating in the G7 or being re-
admitted into a reconstituted G8. Not
only does Russia maintain its occupa-
tion of Ukraine, but it has continued
its interference in the U.S. and other
democratic nations. And just last
week, The New York Times reported
that Russian intelligence secretly of-
fered bounties to Taliban-linked mili-
tants to kill American troops in Af-
ghanistan. Apparently, the White
House has known about this for months
and did nothing. It is unacceptable. My
amendment makes it clear that the
U.S. should not support Russia’s par-
ticipation in this international sum-
mit.

The FY21 NDAA also doesn’t go far
enough to address the toxic class of
chemicals known as PFAS, which have
been linked to serious and devastating
illness.

That is why I am pleased to cospon-
sor Senator SHAHEEN’s amendments to
designate PFAS as hazardous sub-
stances and boost DOD cleanup efforts,
provide blood testing for
servicemembers and their families, and
increase funds to study the impact of
PFAS on health. In addition, I support
Senator GILLIBRAND’s amendment that
would extend antidiscrimination pro-
tections to our transgender
servicemembers who bravely make sac-
rifices for our country. I also am a co-
sponsor of Senator SCHATZ amendment
to limit the transfer of equipment
under to the DOD 1033 program to mili-
tarize police forces across the country
and provide transparency to the pro-
gram.

I hope that we may be able to debate
all of these important issues during
consideration of this bill, all of which
will only help improve this legislation
and provide for our national defense. In
the meantime, I reiterate my thanks to
Chairman INHOFE and Ranking Member
REED for their work on this bill.
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FOURTH OF JULY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, July 4 is
a day to recognize our Nation’s Dec-
laration of Independence 244 years ago.
On this day, we collectively pause to
honor the values that make this Na-
tion great.

July 4 is also a day of shared reflec-
tion to see how well we have made
more tangible the ideals of our found-
ers ‘“‘to create a more perfect union.”
As we look across the landscape of our
country today, these words ring with
even greater resonance. Our Nation and
our people face a call to action to con-
tinue the fight against racial injustice,
an injustice that has limited the free-
dom of too many for too long.

The collective ideals to which Thom-
as Jefferson gave voice in the Declara-
tion’s promise of ‘‘Life, Liberty, and
the Pursuit of Happiness” still echo
through the American experience—
from Alexander Hamilton’s immigrant
dream, birthed before our Nation, to
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
July 4, 1965, sermon at Atlanta’s Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church. As Dr. King said,
“If we are going to make the America
Dream a reality, we are challenged to
work in an action program to get rid of
the last vestiges of segregation and dis-
crimination.”

America has been and will be a leader
in the world. The American people his-
torically have cherished and spear-
headed this role. Leadership at any
level comes with responsibility, and, in
this case, it means we must look to put
our own house in order, where we must
address domestic injustices.

We must continue our tireless work
to create a more perfect union. The
struggle will not stop until all men,
women, and children can live the
American Dream as Dr. King envi-
sioned. To do this, we must continue to
assess the true meaning of liberty and
freedom. As we begin to acknowledge
fundamental elements of our Nation’s
history, we must recommit to ensuring
freedom for all.

Our country’s strength lies in the di-
versity and equality of our people.
Through this diversity and through
this equality, today we may celebrate
the unity described in the very declara-
tion of our Nation’s freedom and inde-
pendence.

On this historic day, we must also
celebrate our country’s capacity to
change. We have overcome monu-
mental challenges before. The majority
of our Founders did not comprehend
that Black Lives Matter. Today, we
work to ensure actions that back up
those important words.

Still, as we reflect on the Nation’s
founding, we recall our past, honor
that which is great, and effect the call
we perpetually hear to make our Na-
tion a more perfect union.

———————

NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
voted against the motion to table Sen-
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ator PAUL’s amendment to the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act not
because I support his amendment as
written, but because I believe this Sen-
ate has a responsibility to fully debate
the question of our policy, strategy and
plans for Afghanistan. Tabling an
amendment cuts off all debate on this
important matter. We should not be
ducking these decisions. We should
confront our policy directly, take
stock of where we are, and set a re-
sponsible course for the future.

I strongly support ending the war in
Afghanistan and the responsible with-
drawal of our men and women in uni-
form. However, I believe that man-
dating the total unconditional with-
drawal on a l-year timeline will result
in the further destabilization of an al-
ready volatile region. Unconditional
withdrawal divorced from a diplomatic
process to achieve political reconcili-
ation between the warring parties will
make it harder to achieve a peaceful
outcome that serves our national secu-
rity interests.

Despite my disagreement with much
of the substance of the Paul amend-
ment, the Senate should deliberate on
these matters, not run away from the
discussion. The decision to table the
Paul amendment prevented the Senate
from performing this essential func-
tion.

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
WHITE SANDS MISSILE RANGE

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, as a
member of the Senate Armed Services
Committee and as the Senator from
the great State of New Mexico, it is my
honor to recognize all of the patriotic
Americans who have contributed to 75
years of accomplishments and history
at White Sands Missile Range, WSMR.

In the final months of America’s en-
gagement in World War II and as the
Manhattan Project’s unprecedented
scientific mission achieved its secret
goal of harnessing nuclear power, the
U.S. Army established the White Sands
Proving Ground on July 9, 1945, in New
Mexico’s Tularosa Basin. Seven days
later, the detonation of the first atom-
ic bomb at the Trinity Site ushered in
the nuclear era and began what would
become three-quarters of a century of
major scientific breakthroughs, crit-
ical weapons testing and evaluation,
and military technology advances.

We must acknowledge the sacrifices
New Mexicans have made over the
years that contributed to both the es-
tablishment and the enduring missions
at WSMR. That includes the families
whose historic homes and ranches were
taken to create WSMR’s land base. It
includes local residents in the Tularosa
Basin who were downwind from the
Trinity test and whose lives continue
to be impacted. It includes the local
communities in southern New Mexico
who play a vital role in supporting
WSMR’s success today.

WSMR is a landmark of techno-
logical advances for all branches of the
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