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Jessica is a great role model for all of
her students and the folks of Blaine
County.e

TRIBUTE TO RAY PETERSEN

e Mr. ROMNEY. Mr. President, I rise
to congratulate Mr. Ray Petersen on a
remarkable career of indispensable
service to the great State of Utah. By
virtue of Ray’s enduring commitment
to overseeing proper land management
practices, Emery County flourishes
with beauty and opportunity. The resi-
dents of Emery County and the count-
less visitors who enjoy the region have
Ray to thank for his 18 years as Emery
County’s Public Lands Administrator
and his lifetime of public service to
rural Utah.

Ray has dedicated his career to ad-
dressing critical rural issues. As a
fourth-generation resident of Emery
County, Ray understands well the chal-
lenges facing rural communities and
the profound impact that Federal,
State, and local policy decisions have
on the livelihoods of so many. In his
role as Emery County Public Lands Ad-
ministrator, Ray was consequential in
assisting policymakers, from the coun-
ty commission to the Federal Govern-
ment, reconcile differences and find so-
lutions for the county’s land manage-
ment, whose expansive plans fall heav-
ily under State and Federal domain.

Sustained opportunity and access to
Emery County’s lands are paramount
for its economic vitality, particularly
to its agriculture, recreation and tour-
ism industries, and its local mining,
gas, and oil development. Ray has
helped these key local industries navi-
gate the challenges and opportunities
of land management issues, to find
compromise and success.

A fitting final accomplishment to his
career, Ray was instrumental in help-
ing Utah’s congressional delegation se-
cure a victory for Emery County and
the State’s public lands as the Emery
County Public Lands Management Act
was signed into law. This legislation
marked the culmination of years of
collaboration and cooperation with
local partners and officials, ensuring
ongoing uses will be enjoyed in Emery
County without fear of a potential na-
tional monument designation from DC
and consolidation of Utah trust lands
that will generate millions in revenue
for our school kids. It also included
long-sought 1local land transfers to
meet city government needs while ex-
panding Goblin Valley State Park, a
truly unique place that will now be
better managed for future generations.

Ray Petersen has championed rural
lands issues of extraordinary signifi-
cance to Utah throughout his esteemed
career. Our great State owes him a
debt of gratitude for three decades of
selfless public service.

Thank you, Ray.
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VERMONT STATE OF THE UNION
ESSAY CONTEST FINALISTS

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
to have printed in the RECORD some of
the finalist essays written by Vermont
High School students as part of the
10th annual ‘““‘State of the Union’’ essay
contest conducted by my office.

The material follows:

ETHAN MELLO, WOODSTOCK UNION HIGH
SCHOOL, JUNIOR

I believe that the most pressing issue fac-
ing our country today is the issue of afford-
able healthcare. This issue is unique to the
United States among developed nations, but
for years we have refused to take action. Not
only could switching to a universal
healthcare system lower costs, but could
also ensure that, like the rest of the coun-
tries in the modernized world, the US insures
all of its citizens as a human right.

A universal healthcare system is a system
where all of the inhabitants of a country are
guaranteed healthcare at no cost. The gov-
ernment pays for all medical bills, and the
system makes sure that even the poor can be
helped when they get sick. Government pay-
ing for healthcare means higher taxes, but
no deductible costs. This system is a staple
in most European countries, as well as in
Canada. The US is one of the only major
countries to not yet adopt this system. In
fact, out of the 33 developed countries recog-
nized by The Balance financial website, 32
have universal healthcare. The UN has ac-
cepted universal healthcare as the best
choice for countries, and has a goal of world-
wide universal healthcare coverage by 2030.
If the US keeps its current healthcare sys-
tem, they are unlikely to meet this goal.

In our country the healthcare system is
structured so that private companies provide
insurance. However, his insurance often
doesn’t encompass drug prices or certain
other costs, and is not affordable by the
poor. The US has a Medicaid system for some
low income citizens, but this program does
not apply to everyone who is unable to con-
sistently pay for healthcare this has led to
over 30 million Americans choosing not to
purchase healthcare, a dangerous choice if
they get sick or need emergency operations.
Our system also allows insurance companies
to jack up prices to make profit, and allows
prescription drug companies to charge out-
rageous amounts for cheap pills. The US had
the highest insurance costs relative to GDP
in the world. This cost has not made our life
expectancy better either, as in that respect
we are still worse off than we should be as
the most powerful country in the world.

Universal healthcare has proven very effec-
tive when it has been used in other coun-
tries. Universal healthcare lowers healthcare
costs, and eliminates administrative costs
due to the fact that it is completely run by
one entity, the government. In the United
States this lower cost of healthcare could
not only boost the economy, but also allow
for more social mobility for the lower class,
and less earnings for the billionaire drug
company executives.

Changing the healthcare system of the
United States to universal healthcare will
not be an easy task, but it is one that is nec-
essary for the good of our country as well as
the people in it. In the next election, we need
to ensure we elect politicians who not only
support universal healthcare, but are willing
to fight for it.

SALAMA MBILIZI, WINOOSKI HIGH SCHOOL,

SENIOR

“Why should we study for a future that is
being taken away from us? We demand a safe
future is that really too much to ask?”’ asks
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climate activist Greta Thunberg. This young
Swedish environmentalist has gained inter-
national attention for her concerns about
climate change.

I am a girl from Africa who came to the
U.S. as a refugee and I don’t want to become
a ‘‘climate refugee,” like people in California
who have lost homes due to fire. Climate
change first created droughts in California,
which lasted over a decade according to Cli-
mate Central. There is an 80 percent chance
of a multi-decade-long drought by 2100.

Human activities, such as burning fossil
fuels, cause climate change. Exhaust gases
from cars, uncontrolled factory releases,
burning of low-quality coal for heating, even
airplanes and ships create air pollution. We
should reduce the use of oil and gas, and use
alternative energy sources such as wind and
solar power.

The government should start investing
more in public transportation, which can re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions because fewer
people will have to drive and we can reduce
air pollution. According to Energy News Net-
work, ‘‘Public transit produces significantly
less air pollution per passenger mile than a
standard car carrying a single driver. Buses
emit 20% less carbon monoxide, 10% as much
hydrocarbons, and 75% as much nitrogen ox-
ides per passenger mile than an automobile
with a single occupant.”” Smarter public
transportation will increase ridership, cut
the number of cars on the road, reduce traf-
fic, and lower greenhouse gas emissions. We
could also recycle more plastics and stop
cutting down forests. Unless we change our
behaviors, global warming will continue and
we will continue to experience weather ex-
tremes, forest fires, and massive pollution.

When 195 nations met in 2015, they agreed
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions as part
of the landmark Paris Agreement. The
United States later backed out of that agree-
ment but states and cities are still inter-
ested. I call on Congress to pass and support
legislation to help our environment by hon-
oring the Paris Agreement!

I have a personal interest because climate
change affects my life as well as our planet.
If we don’t change our behavior, we will suf-
fer and some of us will die. Already, animals
are going extinct at an alarming rate, reduc-
ing the balance in our world and the quality
of our life.

Scientists say that if we don’t stop pollu-
tion and greenhouse gases, Earth will be here
for only a few hundred years. But if we can
reduce greenhouse gases, Earth can remain
okay for a million more years. Think about
what will happen to us, your children and
grandchildren. I want to be here for as many
years as I can, enjoying this world I live in.

PATRICK MESKILL, ESSEX HIGH SCHOOL,
JUNIOR
VACCINES CAUSE ADULTS

The law dictates a child as property until
the age of 18. While this is usually for the
good of the child, what does it mean for the
fate of children with misinformed parents?
Anti-vax is a deadly philosophy of being
against vaccinations, a philosophy that gets
children killed. While yes, children are pro-
tected from abuse and neglect under Child
Protective Services, there is no law to pro-
tect them from their own parent’s ideas.
Parent’s can avoid federally required vac-
cines under religious or superstitious reasons
in 45 of the 50 states (NCSL). However, when
the safety of the public is at stake, the anti-
vax culture becomes a truly worldwide epi-
demic.

The confusion comes from a defrocked
former doctor, Andrew Wakefield, who first
proposed the vaccine/autism connection
(Ruth). The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) did an inquiry in 2001 to address the
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accusations, and found no connection to au-
tism in vaccines. Another complaint isolated
the mercury in vaccines. Vaccines contain
small amounts of mercury to form thimer-
osal, a preservative. These small amounts
aren’t any more than the amount in 3 ounces
of tuna fish. Nonetheless, the FDA at-
tempted lowering the amount of mercury in
vaccines, but still saw no relief in rising au-
tism numbers. In 2004, 10 out of the 13 au-
thors on Wakefield’s paper retracted their
hypothesis (Mayor). Then in 2010, the med-
ical journal ‘‘The Lancet’’ retracted Wake-
field’s paper, calling several elements incor-
rect. America can now agree vaccines should
be made mandatory (Dyer).

Medical marvels have continued to raise
humanity to higher levels of immunity,
causing fatal diseases to go nearly extinct.
These include measles, mumps, rubella,
polio, chickenpox, and smallpox. However,
they still remain only ‘‘nearly extinct.”
Modern day preventable diseases have yet to
fade from America due to anti-vax. One
study performed in 1982, watched 25 vac-
cinated and 25 unvaccinated children for the
first 5 years of their lives. The result? One
vaccinated child had mild measles but didn’t
die, while the unvaccinated children saw 14
deaths by measles and one of tetanus
(Epoke). The Center for Disease Control and
Prevention reports that 2018 has had more
measles outbreaks than any year this dec-
ade, and they typically start in unvaccinated
groups (CDC).

Vaccines should be mandatory. Schools
have begun to act on this already by requir-
ing their students to be vaccinated to at-
tend. In Australia, parents will be charged
every 2 weeks A$28 (roughly 20 USD) for hav-
ing unvaccinated children, per child (Pasha-
Robinson). These laws are something that
should be present in the United States. The
flu shot is already absolutely free with most
health insurances, showing how rec-
ommended it is. This science has been
around for a long time, and only recently,
thanks to the internet’s easily accessible
misinformation, has it been verbally con-
tested. We must make vaccines mandatory
to protect our country from preventable dis-
eases. Yours or someone else’s life may de-
pend on it.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the presiding
officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees .

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:13 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to section 703(c)
of the Public Interest Declassification
Act of 2000 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note), and the
order of the House of January 3, 2019,
the Speaker appoints the following
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Member on the part of the House of
Representatives to the Public Interest
Declassification Board for a term of 3
years: John Tierney of Salem, Massa-
chusetts.
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 5:08 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 4116. An act to extend the authority for
commitments for the paycheck protection
program and separate amounts authorized
for other loans under section 7(a) of the
Small Business Act, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7440. An act to impose sanctions with
respect to foreign persons involved in the
erosion of certain obligations of China with
respect to Hong Kong, and for other pur-
poses.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the Acting President pro
tempore (Mr. MCCONNELL).

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 7120. An act to hold law enforcement
accountable for misconduct in court, im-
prove transparency through data collection,
and reform police training and policies.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4959. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“Treatment of Certain
COVID-19 Related Loss Mitigation Options
Under the Real Estate Settlement Proce-
dures Act (RESPA), Regulation X’ (12 CFR
Part 1024) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 1, 2020; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-4960. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Margin and Capital
Requirements for Covered Swap Entities -
Interim Final Rule” (RIN2590-AB03) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 1, 2020; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4961. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Margin and Capital
Requirements for Covered Swap Entities -
Final Rule” (RIN2590-AB03) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
1, 2020; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC—4962. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled “Truth in Lending
(Regulation Z); Determining ’Underserved’
Areas Using Home Mortgage Disclosure Act
Data’ (12 CFR Part 1024) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 1,
2020; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-4963. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
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Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guidance on Waiv-
er of 2020 Required Minimum Distributions”
(Notice 2020-51) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 1, 2020; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-4964. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘Guidance for
Coronavirus-Related Distributions and
Loans from Retirement Plans Under the
CARES Act” (Notice 2020-50) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
1, 2020; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4965. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Treasury Decision
(TD): Qualified Business Income Deduction”
((RIN1545-BP12) (TD 9899)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 1,
2020; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4966. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act; Inter-
operability and Patient Access for Medicare
Advantage Organization and Medicaid Man-
aged Care Plans, State Medicaid Agencies,
CHIP Agencies and CHIP Managed Care Enti-
ties, Issuers of Qualified Health Plans on the
Federally-facilitated Exchanges and Health
Care Providers” (RIN0938-AT79) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 15, 2020; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-4967. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘High-3 Calculation for Cer-
tain Privatized Senate Restaurants and
House Food Services Employees and Annu-
itants Covered Under the Civil Service Re-
tirement System and Federal Employees’
Retirement System” (RIN3206-AN90) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 1, 2020; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC—4968. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Prevailing Rate Systems:
Redefinition of the Little Rock, Arkansas,
and Tulsa, Oklahoma, Appropriated Fund
Federal Wage System Wage Areas’ (RIN3206—
AN95) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 1, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

EC-4969. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Prevailing Rate Systems:
Definition of Pitt County, NC, to a Non-
appropriated Fund Federal Wage System
Area’” (RIN3206-AN94) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 1, 2020;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-4970. A communication from the Acting
Assistant General Counsel, Regulatory Af-
fairs, Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Children’s Toys, and Child
Care Articles: Determinations Regarding
ASTM F963 Elements and Phthalates for Un-
finished Manufacturing Fibers’ (16 CFR Part
1253) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 1, 2020; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4971. A communication from the Man-
agement and Program Analyst, Federal
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