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IN MEMORY OF MAJOR GENERAL
STANHOPE S. SPEARS, SR.

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 20, 2020

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, the People of South Carolina paid
tribute to Major General Stan Spears upon his
death. General Spears was respected by his
fellow Guard members and trusted by all, as
he addressed natural catastrophes endan-
gering families such as hurricanes, ice storms,
and tornados. He courageously led the transi-
tion of the Guard from domestic service to in-
clude successful Guard deployment in the
Global War on Terrorism worldwide.

It was humbling to serve as his State Staff
Judge Advocate where | saw firsthand his de-
votion for the public. He inspired three of my
sons to serve in the National Guard. | include
in the RECORD the below obituary of acco-
lades, which is well deserved.

THOUGHTFUL OBITUARY

COLUMBIA—Major General Stanhope S.
Spears Sr. who served 16 years as the elected
26th Adjutant General of the State of South
Carolina from 1995-2011 died peacefully in his
sleep on Tuesday, July 14, 2020. For his 83
years, he lived an extraordinary life one in
which was highlighted by his love of family
and humble service to others.

General Spears was born in his beloved
Clover, SC to the late Joseph J. Spears and
Emily Sifford Spears. His fondness for his
hometown started early as he always be-
lieved his large family, the values of the
community and kindness of its citizens col-
lectively raised him to become a well-round-
ed individual. His drive for success and regi-
mented work ethic started early as he be-
came an Eagle Scout at 13. He attributed the
foundation of the Boy Scouts in helping to
define and shape his leadership skills. A nat-
urally gifted athlete, he led South Carolina’s
Shine Bowl All-Star high school team to a
27-7 victory over North Carolina in 1954. He
received multiple college scholarship oppor-
tunities ultimately deciding on a full schol-
arship to The University of South Carolina
in 1955. As quarterback for the Fighting
Gamecocks from 1955 through 1959, Gen.
Spears assisted the 1958 squad to a 7-3 record
and ranking 15th nationally in the final As-
sociated Press college football poll. General
Spears was a member of Sigma Chi Frater-
nity and earned a Bachelor of Science, Busi-
ness Administration Degree a semester early
in January 1959.

In 1959, after teaching for a short while in
Camden, SC, Gen Spears joined the South
Carolina Air National Guard and reported to
U.S. Air Force Basic Training on Aug 4, 1959.
After two years, General Spears switched to
the SC Army National Guard and enrolled in
Officer’s Candidate School in 1961. He was
promoted and worked hard on his SC Guard
career.

Between 1961 and 1994, General Spears fo-
cused on his corporate insurance career and
family. In 1963 he married Gastonia, NC na-
tive Dorothy Parlier. They lived in Char-
lotte, NC, Shelby, NC, Greensboro, NC and
ultimately settled in Columbia, SC in 1966.
They added two children to the family along
the way with Stan Jr., and Alester. General
Spears’ polished demeanor and vibrant per-
sonality attributed to very successful Execu-
tive Vice-President Sales roles in the inter-
national companies of Marsh and McLennan
and Willis Corroon. His insurance career
spanned more than 30 years. It was this ca-
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reer that allowed Gen. Spears, his wife and
children to enjoy life and vacation fre-
quently at Edisto Beach, SC.

On a business trip to London in 1994, Gen.
Spears received a call from MGT. Eston
Marchant, the then current SC Adjutant
General, encouraging him to run for the Ad-
jutant General position that he was
vacating. After much deliberation with his
wife and fellow guardsmen, Gen. Spears felt
the calling to serve the great State of South
Carolina and embarked on his first cam-
paign. With his wife by his side, they cam-
paigned together throughout the state and
fully devoted their lives to maintaining the
stellar reputation of one of the finest Na-
tional Guards in the country. Gen. Spears
forever thought himself as a Citizen-Soldier
and ran his first election as a Democrat, ul-
timately switching to run as a Republican
for his last three elections. His devotion to
the State of SC was endless. He always voted
for people over party, supported any activi-
ties promoting a positive light on SC nation-
ally (he was delighted and supported any SC
school in national championships), and
worked tirelessly to help in national elec-
tions if the outcome would benefit the State
of SC and the Guard. He and his son, Stan
Jr., headed up the ‘“Veterans for Bush’’ cam-
paign during Bush’s 2000 Presidential Cam-
paign. Additionally, he spearheaded the
‘“Veterans for McCain’’ campaign in SC for
Sen. John McCain’s 2008 Presidential run.
During his second and third terms, Gen
Spears’ troops were heavily involved in the
Sept. 11, 2001 response and Global War on
Terror. He personally witnessed the attack
on the Pentagon from an offside location less
than a mile away. He felt a heavy obligation
to support all South Carolina servicemen
and their families during these stressful
times. His ‘‘Mission First-People Always’
approach is still remembered by guardsmen
today.

As the SC Adjutant General, he served as
Head of the Military Department of the state
of South Carolina. He administered the af-
fairs of the South Carolina Army and Air Na-
tional Guard, the Emergency Management
Division, the State Guard, Youth Challenge,
and Americorp.

General Spears received many major
awards and decorations during his 51 year
service to the National Guard including: Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit,
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Com-
mendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal,
National Defense Service Medal, Armed
Forces Reserve Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Army Reserve Component Achievement
Medal, Defense Meritorious Medal, State
Longevity Ribbon, Safety Ribbon, Retired
Medal, Secretary of Defense Medal and Sec-
retary of the Army Medal. Additionally, he
served on the Citadel Board of Visitors for 16
years and received a Citadel Honorary De-
gree for his dedication. General Spears was
also awarded The Order of the Palmetto, the
State of SC’s highest civilian honor award,
in 1988 by Gov. Carroll Campbell.

Upon retiring, General Spears was able to
focus more on many activities near and dear
to his heart. As a lover of the great outdoors,
he turned his attention to gardening, hunt-
ing, and bird watching from his porch at Ed-
isto. He always promoted and kept up on ac-
tivities associated with the Guard. His love
of college football, specifically the Game-
cocks, never waned. However, his greatest
passion was spending time with his family,
spending time at Edisto or traveling the
world with his wife and family. Gen. Spears’
family appreciates all the kindness of friends
along that way and the wonderful care he re-
ceived at Wildewood Downs, from his doctors
and through Abby Road Hospice.

Gen. Spears is survived by his wife of 57
years, Dorothy (Dot) Parlier Spears of Co-
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lumbia; his son, Alester Spears and Phillip
Pettis of Charleston, SC; his grandson,
Stanhope S. (Ford) Spears III of Columbia,
SC; his nephew, Derek Spears (Missy) of
Charlotte, NC and niece, Suzanne Spears
Wilson (Scott) of Traverse City, MI.

He is predeceased by his parents, Joseph
and Emily Spears, his son, Stanhope S.
Spears, Jr., and his brother and sister-in-law,
Joseph J. Spears and Marie Spears.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 20, 2020

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Madam Speaker,
| was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted nay on Roll Call
No. 141. We were doing a townhall meeting.
The amendment infringes upon existing con-
stitutional structure and safeguards in law.

————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, July
21, 2020 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JULY 22

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Banking,
Urban Affairs
Subcommittee on Economic Policy
To hold hearings to examine the United
States and China, focusing on winning
the economic competition.

Housing, and

WEBEX
9:45 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

Business meeting to consider S. 933, to
improve data collection and moni-
toring of the Great Lakes, oceans,
bays, estuaries, and coasts, S. 1730, to
direct the Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to make grants to State
and local governments and nongovern-
mental organizations for purposes of
carrying out climate-resilient living
shoreline projects that protect coastal
communities by supporting ecosystem
functions and habitats with the use of
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