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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, thank You for the gift
of this day. Open the minds of our law-
makers and give them a vision of the
unlimited possibilities available to
those who trust You as their guide.
May our Senators embrace a humility
that seeks first to understand rather
than to be understood. Inspire them to
seek Your wisdom as You sustain them
with Your grace, mercy, and peace.
Lord, remind them that You will judge
their fruits, productivity, and faithful-
ness.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA
TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. GRASSLEY. The U.S.-Mexico-
Canada Agreement entered into force
on July 1, and I am eager to see the
modernized agreement deliver on its
promises to spur job growth for Amer-
ican farmers, workers, and businesses,
and even help our innovators. Also, at
the same time, it will create new op-
portunities with our North American
trading partners.

Senate

The U.S-Mexico-Canada Agreement
fixes many problems we had for 30
years under NAFTA, and it also creates
several new, modern trade provisions
for our 21st century economy—things
that were negotiated that weren’t even
thought of 30 years ago when NAFTA
was negotiated. However, even with
this agreement going into effect and
being a tough agreement to negotiate,
it isn’t going to be simple from here on
out. There is plenty of work remaining
to ensure the agreement is imple-
mented fully and properly.

I urge the administration to be expe-
ditious in addressing any enforcement
issues or noncompliance from our trad-
ing partners under the dispute settle-
ment mechanism. I also encourage
close consultation between Congress
and the administration so we may con-
tinue to be successful in the U.S-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement implementation
efforts—allowing Americans to reap
the benefits of this agreement.

I raised questions with the adminis-
tration, but I have no doubt that they
are going to be on top of it. I remember
President Trump as a candidate, 2015 to
2016, running on a platform to get rid of
NAFTA. Trump was elected. By May of
his first year in office, Trump started
negotiations. They were successful ne-
gotiations. NAFTA is now gone. Now
USMCA is going into effect.

Trump delivered on his campaign
promise. I have no doubt that he will
see that the U.S-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment is properly implemented.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
our Nation stands at a crucial midway
point in our battle against this terrible
virus. The heroism of healthcare pro-
fessionals, essential workers, and fami-
lies from coast to coast got our Nation
through a springtime like no other.
Communities across America put nor-
mal life on pause to buy breathing
room for our medical system. We essen-
tially had to winterize the world’s larg-
est economy for weeks on end and
spare our people as much of the result-
ing pain as possible. The task was his-
toric, and so was the Senate’s response.
We wrote and passed the CARES Act—
the largest rescue package in American
history. Our legislation helped pull
both our health system and our econ-
omy back from the brink. Tens of mil-
lions of jobs were saved. The hallways
of our hospitals did not become Italy.
The Senate’s leadership helped the Na-
tion endure the first phase of this, but
this crisis is far from over.

The virus that has claimed 140,000
American lives has not gone anywhere.
As some places step back toward nor-
malcy, infections are climbing again in
hotspots across our country. The start
of our economic recovery has been
sharp and impressive, but in absolute
terms, we still have just begun to pick
up the pieces. Our progress so far has
been encouraging, but it remains frag-
ile and far from sufficient. I would
argue that our country’s job now is
even more complex than it was back in
March.

Now, as then, we need to keep our
health system robust, but now, instead
of locking down the country to do it,
we want to stand up a society that
functions somewhat more normally at
the same time.
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