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Brittinie teaches culinary arts, one
of the most requested courses at Baker
County High School. She aims to con-
nect her class lessons to real life and
the workforce and strives to teach
more than just academics. She is
known for impacting not only the lives
of her students and their families, but
also her community.

Brittinie’s love for her students is
her reason to maintain high expecta-
tions for their excellence in school.
Over the course of each year, her stu-
dents learn how to operate a cafe with-
in the high school, provide meals for
the faculty and students, and cater for
various community events.

I offer my best wishes to Brittinie for
her commitment to helping her stu-
dents succeed in school and look for-
ward to hearing of her continued good
work in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO ALLISON JONES

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I honor Allison Jones, the Bradford
County Teacher of the Year at Brad-
ford Middle School in Starke, FL.

Allison’s work towards improving her
students’ testing performance has
yielded positive results over the years,
collaborating with her colleagues to
improve math and writing scores for
students.

Allison’s goal has always been to
help students reach their maximum po-
tential, and she takes every oppor-
tunity to celebrate each student’s suc-
cess, no matter how large or small. She
is motivated by compassion and be-
lieves in establishing and maintaining
deep relationships with her students
and their families.

Allison teaches sixth grade science at
Bradford Middle School and has worked
as an educator in Florida for 20 years.
She also designs various curricula for
the State that is driven not just by
data, but also assessments of indi-
vidual student needs.

I express my deepest gratitude to Al-
lison for her commitment to her stu-
dents, and I look forward to hearing of
her continued success in the years to
come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO AMANDA JONES-
CARLSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Amanda Jones-Carlson, the
Gilchrist County Teacher of the Year
at Trenton Elementary School in Tren-
ton, FL.

Amanda considers it an absolute
honor to be named Teacher of the Year
for her school district. She views her
students as her inspiration, believing
that making a difference in just one of
their lives motivates her to be the best
teacher she can be.

To her, seeing one of her students
grasp a difficult or complex concept is
what makes Amanda’s job worthwhile.
She believes the best part about teach-
ing students is not just the chance to
see them learn, but to watch their ex-
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citement grow for the entire learning
process.

Amanda teaches first grade at Tren-
ton Elementary School and has taught
in Gilchrist County for 8 years.

I offer my sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to Amanda for her dedication
to her students. I look forward to hear-
ing of her continued success in the
coming years.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DAVID MARTINEZ-
COOLEY

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I am pleased to recognize David Mar-
tinez-Cooley, the Pinellas County
Teacher of the Year from Leila G.
Davis Elementary School in Clear-
water, FL.

David is known for finding creative
ways of engaging his students to pass
on his passion and love for music. He
considers himself to be just one of
many teachers of the year across
Pinellas County who dedicates their
time to inspiring their students every
day.

David’s colleagues are enthralled by
his enthusiasm and the drive he brings
to his classroom each day. He is viewed
as a role model among his peers, and
many of his students throughout the
years note the positive influence he has
implanted in their lives.

David is a music education teacher at
Leila G. Davis Elementary School and
has taught in Pinellas County for 13
yvears. He received his master’s degrees
in music education and mathematics
education from the University of Flor-
ida. David also serves on the district’s
textbook adoption committee, helping
to select new digital resources for ele-
mentary music students. He has also
helped in leading other music edu-
cators by presenting at district and
State training events and assisted in
the revision and refinement of the dis-
trict’s grade level key learnings.

I would like to express my sincere
thanks and appreciation to David and
extend my best wishes on his continued
success in the years to come.e®

————
TRIBUTE TO CHEYENNA NOVOTNY

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I am pleased to honor Cheyenna
Novotny, the Escambia County Teach-
er of the Year at West Florida High
School in Pensacola, FL.

Cheyenna teaches chemistry and en-
vironmental science at West Florida
High School and has been a teacher for
16 years. Outside of the -classroom,
Cheyenna leads the student environ-
mental club and helped to launch a
full-scale recycling program for the en-
tire school last year.

For Cheyenna, it is important to
know how her students are learning as
they progress throughout the year.
Each of her students receives an indi-
vidual whiteboard to use as they work
to solve math or chemistry problems
on their own. Having students show
their work on the whiteboards helps
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them and Cheyenna to see firsthand
how well they grasp a concept.

Cheyenna Dbelieves in celebrating
every learning victory for her students
throughout the year, no matter how
big or small. Her students view her not
only as their teacher, but also as some-
one who is their friend who works to
prepare them for their educational ca-
reers. She considers it a privilege to
work with her students, to encourage
their dreams, and to share their pas-
sions.

I express my best wishes and grati-
tude to Cheyenna, and I look forward
to hearing of her continued good work
in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO ANGELA ROBERTS

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I am pleased to recognize Angela Rob-
erts, the Martin County Teacher of the
Year from Felix A. Williams Elemen-
tary School in Stuart, FL.

Angela is a third grade English lan-
guage arts and social studies teacher at
Felix A. Williams Elementary School.
She has taught for 28 years, with 21
years in the Martin County School Dis-
trict. She leads workshops during her
school’s literacy nights, serves as a
youth life coach and soloist at her
church, moderates as a high school de-
bate team judge, volunteers as a mem-
ber of the Keep Martin Beautiful beach
clean-up crew, and spends her time as
an advanced choir parent volunteer for
both Jensen Beach and Martin County
high schools.

Angela believes that children deserve
a champion in their life, and she whole-
heartedly embraces this responsibility.
Before she works to educate her stu-
dents’ minds, she connects with their
hearts, learning who they are individ-
ually to design lessons that bring them
to the core of her subject matter. She
understands that what some students
need most is not necessarily what is
found in lesson plans, but what is found
in a teacher’s heart.

Angela knows that educators hold
the high honor and responsibility of in-
fluencing future generations. Time
spent in grade school encompasses a
student’s most formative years, some-
times spent more with teachers than
with parents. In consideration of this,
at the beginning of each school year,
Angela invites parents to download an
app that provides them with access to
communicate with the classroom, fol-
lowing the lesson plan alongside stu-
dents each day.

I thank Angela for all the great work
she has done for her students over the
years. I extend my best wishes to her
and look forward to hearing of her con-
tinued good work in the coming years.e

——
TRIBUTE TO CARI RODRIGUEZ

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Cari Rodriguez, the
Broward County Teacher of the Year
from Harbordale Elementary School in
Fort Lauderdale, FL.
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