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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 24, 2020

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted AYE in favor of

the EN BLOC No. 2 Amendment for H.R.
7608.

———

IN HONOR OF THE
GROUNDBREAKING OF EXPAN-
SION AT THE KALAMAZOO GOS-
PEL MINISTRIES

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 24, 2020

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize a celebration as the
Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries breaks ground
on an expansion to their ministry.

| want to recognize the extraordinary ac-
complishment of Pastor Brown and all the staff
and volunteers at the Kalamazoo Gospel Min-
istries. | am incredibly proud of the work they
are doing and send my sincere congratula-
tions today as they break ground on the new
women’s and children’s center.

For over 80 years, and in these uncertain
times, the Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries has
been a place of hope and healing in the Kala-
mazoo community. This new expansion, “A
Shelter From Their Storm,” will no doubt be
filled with the same heart and care that they
have shown for decades.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
the Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries and their
team and thank them for their continued serv-
ice to the Kalamazoo community.

———
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY IS
MASKING A DIFFERENCE

ACROSS SOUTH CAROLINA
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 24, 2020

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, the following was published in the
Aiken CEO on Thursday, July 23, 2020:

As the coronavirus continues to impact the
Palmetto State, South Carolina Association
of Habitat for Humanity announces a state-
wide effort to ensure nonprofits have the re-
sources needed to safely serve communities
during the pandemic. Masking a Difference
is a one-day collaboration which will dis-
tribute 175,000 masks and 2,800 gallons of
hand sanitizer among nonprofit organiza-
tions and Volunteer Organizations Active in
Disasters (VOAD) partners at 17 Habitat lo-
cations throughout SC.

“Our toolkit has expanded beyond ham-
mers and shopping carts,” shared Nancy Lee,
executive director of the state association of
Habitat for Humanity. ‘‘As nonprofits are
being called on to do more with fewer re-
sources, I'm grateful Habitat has been given
the opportunity to share these supplies with
our fellow philanthropic partners.”’

Since February, Habitat for Humanity has
been working alongside state and federal
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agencies to ensure the safety of Habitat
teams, partners, and communities. Habitat
credits South Carolina Emergency Manage-
ment Division (SCEMD) and Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) for ena-
bling this collaboration to occur.

As of July 12, Habitat for Humanity has al-
ready distributed over 150,000 masks and 630
gallons of hand sanitizer throughout 37 coun-
ties. Upon conclusion of Masking a Dif-
ference, Habitat will have dispersed a total
of 325,000 masks and 3,400 gallons of hand
sanitizer to assist in South Carolina’s
coronavirus response.

Nonprofit organizations seeking additional
information are encouraged to visit
southcarolinahabitat.org. Masking a Dif-
ference request forms for cloth face cov-
erings and 50-gallon drums of hand sanitizer
will remain open through noon on July 20,
2020. Submissions from eligible organizations
will be accepted in the order received. Notifi-
cations will be sent out the week of July 20
announcing the locations of pick-up and offi-
cial distribution date of Masking a Dif-
ference.

———

HONORING THE McALLEN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 24, 2020

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the McAllen Police De-
partment for another successful year lowering
overall crime in the City of McAllen, Texas.

This is the 10th consecutive year the
McAllen Police Department has successfully
lowered crime, resulting in a 35-year low.
McAllen’s estimated population of 158,044 had
a crime volume of 3,735 and a crime rate of
2,363 per 100,000 residents in 2019.

In 2018, the population was 154,634 with
the crime volume being 3,978 and the crime
rate being 2,573 per 100,000 residents. This
shows that with a 2.2 percent growth in popu-
lation, the McAllen Police Department was
able to decrease the crime volume by 6.1 per-
cent, and the crime rate by 8.1 percent in one
year.

| want to thank Police Chief Victor Rodri-
guez for his leadership in achieving this in-
credible milestone. Though he credits federal
resources, technology and home surveillance
systems for his department’s success, it takes
a true leader and an exemplary team to make
a difference of this magnitude.

| also want to thank the brave officers of the
McAllen Police Department. Every day, they
risk their lives in order to make our community
safer. Our city is safer because of devoted of-
ficers like Edelmiro Garza, Jr. and Ismael
Chavez who unfortunately made the ultimate
sacrifice.

Madam Speaker, | stand here today to ac-
knowledge the decade long achievement of
the McAllen Police Department in lowering the
crime in McAllen. Each member of the police
department is an incredible leader in our com-
munity, and their legacy will no doubt inspire
public service and volunteerism of future gen-
erations.

E679

IN MEMORIAL: RABBI ISAAC
FURMAN

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 24, 2020

Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Rabbi Isaac Furman.

Rabbi Isaac Furman was a pillar of the
southern New Jersey Jewish community.
Rabbi Furman was the Rabbi of Congregation
Beth El in Voorhees, New Jersey and helped
found the Beth ElI Academy in 1961, now
known as the Kellman-Brown Academy.

An immigrant to this country, Rabbi
Furman’s family left Poland in 1939 after the
German occupation. His family initially fled
east to Siberia before making their way south
and then west at the conclusion of the war. It
was at the displaced persons camps of Poland
that Rabbi Furman met the love of his life,
Molly.

Southern New Jersey was truly fortunate
that Rabbi Isaac and Molly Furman chose our
community to settle down. A graduate of Ye-
shiva University, Rabbi Furman found his true
calling as a teacher. Throughout his nearly 60
years as a rabbi in southern New Jersey
Rabbi Furman taught tens of thousands of
Jewish children. His former students remem-
ber him as kind, funny and generous of spirit.

Rabbi Furman and Molly raised their daugh-
ters, Esther and Phyllis in the community, and
took great pride as they began families of their
own. Molly Furman was an accomplished
teacher who was a fixture of the community
and I'm told that their love for one another
lived on after her passing in 2016. Through
Esther and Phyllis, the Furmans were blessed
with six grandchildren and eleven great-grand-
children.

Madam Speaker, | am told that his family
was truly much larger than his children, grand-
children and greatgrandchildren.  Rabbi
Furman was beloved by generations of stu-
dents, his congregation and his community.
Though Rabbi Furman passed away earlier
this month | know his memory will be a bless-
ing for many years to come.

———

CONGRATULATING CHARLES AND
SHERRY DOBIS ON THEIR 50TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 24, 2020

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Charles and Sherry
Dobis on their 50th wedding anniversary. July
25th marks five decades of devoted matri-
mony for these two esteemed citizens of Ir-
ving, Texas.

Originally from Gary, Indiana, “Chuck” and
Sherry married in their hometown, and have
since accompanied each other on a journey of
personal and professional accomplishments.

In 1971, Chuck graduated from the School
of Pharmacy at Purdue University where he
was a member of Pi Kappa Psi. For the past
49 years, he has been licensed to practice
pharmacy in Indiana, Mississippi, Louisiana,
and Texas. Throughout his distinguished ca-
reer, he has assumed a variety of leadership
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