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Mr. Speaker, I am so grateful to
Chairman SMITH of the Armed Services
Committee and the entire Armed Serv-
ices Committee and the overwhelming
vote on a bipartisan basis of the U.S.
House to pass this.

At long last, wage-grade workers in
the civil defense industry in these par-
ticular districts will be paid fairly and
equally alongside the salaried people
they work side by side with.

This is a great day for Tobyhanna
and a great day for the people who
have the backs of the people who are
our warfighters all over the world.

——
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NATIONAL HIRE A VETERAN DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowl-
edge tomorrow, July 25, as National
Hire a Veteran Day.

Veterans are an important part of
our community. They sacrifice a great
deal to ensure that we live in a Nation
that is free and safe. Sadly, when re-
turning to civilian life, many of our
Nation’s veterans find themselves un-
employed or underemployed.

I am an Army dad. My son was
wounded in combat during a tour in
Iraq, and so this issue is personal. My
daughter-in-law is also a veteran.

Our veterans are highly trained and
highly skilled. They deserve our sup-
port while deployed and when they re-
turn home. One of the best ways to do
this is to prepare them for the work-
force outside of the military. That is
one of the reasons I was proud to co-
sponsor the Veterans in Effective Ap-
prenticeships Act last year with Con-
gresswoman KATHERINE CLARK.

The bill instructs apprenticeship pro-
grams to account for a participant’s
competencies and prior experiences, in-
cluding those gained during military
service, among other things.

Mr. Speaker, the best way to thank a
veteran is to hire a veteran. The skills
obtained in service are invaluable.

COMMEMORATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE AMERICANS
WITH DISABILITIES ACT

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark the 30th anniversary on
Sunday of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act being signed into law by
George H.W. Bush, President of the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, I was proud to be the
lead sponsor of that legislation in the
House; a task that was assigned to me
by our former whip, Tony Cuello of
California.

The ADA is an example of what we
can do together, in a bipartisan way, to
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protect equal rights and help Ameri-
cans access opportunities to get ahead,
to be included, to be a part of one Na-
tion indivisible.

It was a landmark piece of civil
rights legislation which passed the
House and Senate with strong, bipar-
tisan support, and was signed into law,
as I said, by President George H.W.
Bush.

And when the Supreme Court ruled a
narrow interpretation of the law that
was overly limiting, Democrats and
Republicans came together to pass the
ADA Amendments Act in 2008, to re-
store the original intent and expand on
its protections.

The ADA hasn’t just led to the con-
struction of accessible spaces, it has
also helped change America’s percep-
tion of those with disabilities. And it
brought dignity and recognition to mil-
lions who previously were excluded and
thought to be lesser-than because of
their disabilities.

I have often said that the bill was
misnamed. It should have been called
the Americans with Abilities Act. Drop
the ‘‘dis.” Drop dissing people. Under-
stand what they can do, which is what
is important.

Over the past 30 years, the ADA has
made it possible for so many of our fel-
low citizens to participate in the work-
force, in government, and in every area
of our society in ways they were pre-
viously unable to do without great dif-
ficulty.

The law, Mr. Speaker, breathed new
life into the words of our Declaration,
that all are ‘‘created equal, that they
are endowed by their creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.”

Indeed, the ADA was, in so many
ways, a declaration of independence for
the millions of Americans living with
disabilities, yearning not only to be
seen and accepted, but to be treated
equally as they pursue happiness and
the American Dream.

And it set a global standard, with its
provisions adopted by literally scores
of other countries throughout the
world, so that the actions of this body
and the United States Senate, and
President George H.W. Bush were a sig-
nal to the world to include your citi-
zens as well.

As we celebrate this anniversary, Mr.
Speaker, let us remember that Ameri-
cans with disabilities still face many
hurdles in employment, education, ac-
cess to healthcare, accessible tech-
nology, and the ability to live inde-
pendently.

Mr. Speaker, I hope our country will
use this moment, not only to reflect on
the enormous differences we have made
for people with disabilities, but also to
rededicate ourselves to the task of con-
tinuing that work.

I want to take a moment to thank a
number of my colleagues and former
colleagues on both sides of the aisle
who were instrumental in getting the
ADA passed and signed into law.
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But before I mention them, let me
mention the literally unnamed, un-
known thousands of people with dis-
abilities who had the courage and the
conviction to come to this body and
say to us, I have great ability, but I am
being shut out. Hear me. See me. Help
me. And we responded, as a country, as
a Congress.

Among them, of course, I have men-
tioned Tony Cuello, but then there was
Senator Tom Harkin, Senator Bob
Dole, Senator Ted Kennedy, Senator
David Durenberger, Steve Bartlett, as
well as Ham Fish, Teddy Kennedy,
Major Owens, and Silvio Conte, who
are no longer with us.

And, of course, the late President
George H.W. Bush.

I want to thank the many advocates
who were instrumental in building
grassroots support for the ADA, as well
as the Congressional and White House
staff.

I would mention my own staff, Me-
lissa Shulman, who did such an ex-
traordinary job in shepherding the
ADA through multiple committees,
through hundreds of hours of discus-
sion and debate as to how to make this
a viable document, a workable docu-
ment for inclusion and honoring the
dignity of those with disabilities.

We worked late nights and we pro-
duced a text and built consensus.

I want to mention, in particular,
Chai Feldblum, former lead attorney
for the ACLU at the time and, later, an
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
missioner, as well as former White
House Counsel Boyden Gray, under
President Bush.

I also, again, want to thank Melissa
Shulman, who served on my staff and
was critical to getting this law en-
acted.

I want to thank Representatives JIMm
LANGEVIN and DON YOUNG, who today
serve as co-chairs of the Congressional
Disability Caucus. Representative
YouNa, of course, was also involved in
the passage of the law.

There are too many others—includ-
ing the former chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, the gentleman
from Wisconsin, Jim Sensenbrenner—
to name here, individuals who gave
their time, energy, and talents to mak-
ing the ADA possible.

I want to mention Senator Orrin
Hatch, who worked so diligently in the
Senate, not only on the passage of the
bill, but on the amendments as well,
passed years later, after the Supreme
Court tried to narrow the protections
afforded by the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

And I am proud to join my friend
from Rhode Island, Representative
LANGEVIN, in introducing a resolution
today to recognize the importance of
the Americans with Disabilities Act, a
celebration of the advancement of in-
clusion, and recognize the barriers that
still remain for people with disabil-
ities.
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Mr. Speaker, I hope all of my col-
leagues will join in supporting that res-
olution, and in celebrating this anni-
versary as well, in our shared commit-
ment to further progress in the march
for the rights, dignity, and full equal-
ity of those with disabilities.

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE SERVICE OF

MICHAEL COLLINS

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we will
honor next week, as we have honored
this week, an extraordinary American,
John Robert Lewis. He will lie in state
just a few yards from here. He will be
honored by thousands who will walk by
the Capitol and his casket, and that
will be right.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Christians
read, and others read, the parable of
the talents, in which a returning mas-
ter praises his servants for being good
stewards of his house.

“Well done, good and faithful serv-
ant,” he says.

Last Friday, I believe that God wel-
comed John Lewis into His embrace
with those very same words: ‘“Well
done, thou good and faithful servant.”

Faithful to his God, faithful to our
people, and faithful to his country. For
such he was, God’s faithful servant on
Earth, spending his life in service to all
of God’s children, to their equal dig-
nity and equal rights, to their safety
and success.

That is how he approached his serv-
ice as a Congressman as well.

Those of us who served with John in
this House and who were his friends
know that he did not perform that
work alone.

And, therefore, I rise to honor, to
thank, and to revere another good and
faithful servant. His name, Michael
Collins. We all know him. He was, ar-
guably, John’s closest friend, closest
confidant, and greatest supporter. His
Chief of Staff deserves great praise for
not only all he did for John Lewis, but
for all of us.

Michael Collins was at John’s side for
more than two decades as his chief ad-
viser, confidant, and manager of his
Washington office. Michael did not just
work for John. They were family. Not
“like’’ family; they were family.

Michael was like a second son to
John Lewis, and all of us who are
grieving with John Lewis’ family this
week have been grieving with Michael
as well. A void will exist in his life that
we should all help fill. Thank him.

Michael was an example, Mr. Speak-
er, of the best of those who work for
this institution, the House of Rep-
resentatives. Those who sit at the
desk, those who appear on the floor
with us, those who work in our offices,
those who work back in our districts,
they do it because they love their
country.

And I know, Mr. Speaker, for myself,
I love those who work with me. And my
great benefit in life is they love me. We
Baptists would call it an agape love;
not a physical love, but a love of spirit,
a love of soul, a love of vision.

Michael Collins and John Robert
Lewis were of one mind, of one spirit,

and Michael reflected the best that was
in John Lewis. Let us all do the same.
Michael Collins can be an example for
all of us.

When I called John for the last
time—actually, Michael Collins called
me. It was Saturday, before the Friday
of John’s passing. And he put John on
the phone with me. He said, Mr. HOYER,
John would like to talk to you.

His was a weak voice, but a strong
conviction, evidencing the courage he
displayed throughout his life.

And, of course, Mr. Speaker, I cried
because I knew that it was probably
the last time that I would talk to
John. And I am so thankful to Michael
Collins that he got me on the phone so
that I could say goodbye to my dear,
dear friend.
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It was a dear, dear friend, Michael
Collins, who got him on the phone from
Atlanta with me.

As we mourn John this week, I have
heard from countless people, telling me
how much Michael made sure John
never missed an opportunity to do
good, to do right, and to do justice.

So on behalf of us all, I want to
thank Michael.

Michael Collins enriched John’s life
as John enriched his. He took good
care of our friend, and he was at John’s
side with such loyalty and good coun-
sel for all those years.

To him, let us all say: Well done,
good and faithful servant.

God blessed John Lewis with Michael
Collins, and God blessed us all with
John Lewis.

———

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, FOREIGN

OPERATIONS, AND RELATED
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2021

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7608)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and
related programs for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2021, and for
other purposes, will now resume.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

AMENDMENT NO. 62 OFFERED BY MR. ALLEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on
amendment No. 62, printed in House
Report No. 116-459, on which further
proceedings were postponed and on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
ALLEN).

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 117, nays
292, not voting 21, as follows:
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Allen
Amash
Amodei
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Banks

Barr
Bergman
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Bishop (UT)
Bost

Brady
Brooks (AL)
Buck

Budd
Carter (GA)
Chabot
Cheney
Cline

Cloud
Collins (GA)
Comer
Conaway
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson (OH)
DesJarlais
Duncan
Emmer
Estes
Ferguson
Flores
Fulcher
Gaetz

Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Allred
Armstrong
Axne
Balderson
Barragan
Bass
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brindisi
Brooks (IN)
Brown (MD)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Bustos
Butterfield
Calvert
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson (IN)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Case
Casten (IL)
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Connolly
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Cox (CA)
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[Roll No. 162]

YEAS—117

Garcia (CA)
Gohmert
Gooden
Gosar
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hagedorn
Hartzler
Hern, Kevin
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hudson
Johnson (LA)
Jordan
Joyce (PA)
Keller

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
Lamborn
Latta

Lesko

Long
Marshall
Massie
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
Meuser
Miller
Mooney (WV)
Murphy (NC)

NAYS—292

Craig
Crist
Crow
Cuellar
Cunningham
Davids (KS)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny K.
Dayvis, Rodney
Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Fortenberry
Foster
Frankel
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gongzalez (TX)
Gottheimer
Granger
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Haaland
Harder (CA)
Hastings

Norman
Nunes

Olson
Palmer
Perry

Posey

Rice (SC)
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rose, John W.
Rouzer

Roy

Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Shimkus
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smucker
Spano
Steube
Stewart
Taylor
Thornberry
Tiffany
Tipton
Wagner
Walberg
Walker
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Woodall

Hayes

Heck

Herrera Beutler
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Huffman
Huizenga
Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Joyce (OH)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim

Kind

King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
LaMalfa
Lamb
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)

Lee (NV)
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey

Lucas
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