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the springtime intact. The very early
stages of our economic recovery have
been promising and our Nation needs
to continue to proceed with a smart
and safe reopening.

At the same time, the virus is still
with us. It is still spreading, and it
does not care about our fragile eco-
nomic progress or our frustration with
restrictions, or anything else, besides
infecting as many people as possible.

So we have one foot in the pandemic
and one foot in the recovery. The
American people need more help. They
need it to be comprehensive, and they
need it to be carefully tailored to these
crossroads.

That is what this Senate majority
has assembled, and that is what Chair-
men ALEXANDER, BLUNT, COLLINS, GRA-
HAM, GRASSLEY, RUBIO, and SHELBY,
and Senators CORNYN and ROMNEY are
introducing today. They will be coming
to the floor shortly to introduce their
components.

Together, their bills make up the
HEALS Act—health, economic assist-
ance, liability protection, and
schools—health, economic assistance,
liability protection, and schools.

Just like in March, with the CARES
Act, Senate Republicans have authored
another bold framework to help our
Nation. Now we need our Democratic
colleagues to reprise their part as well.
They need to put aside the partisan
stonewalling we saw on police reform
and rediscover the spirit of urgency
that got the CARES Act across the fin-
ish line, and quickly join us around the
negotiating table.

It will take bipartisan cooperation to
make the HEALS Act into law for the
American people. The Senate will not
waste time with pointless partisanship.
There is a reason why even Speaker
PELOSI and Leader SCHUMER them-
selves have publicly downplayed the
multitrillion-dollar socialist manifesto
they published a few weeks back and
have suggested the real, serious discus-
sion would begin when Republicans re-
leased our outline.

We have produced a tailored and tar-
geted draft that will cut right to the
heart of three distinct crises facing our
country—getting kids back in school,
getting workers back to work, and win-
ning the healthcare fight against the
virus—Kkids, jobs, and healthcare.

First, our Nation’s kids. Chairmen
ALEXANDER, BLUNT, and SHELBY will be
introducing a sweeping package to help
schools and universities reopen safely.
We are talking about more than $100
billion—more for an education fund
than House Democrats put aside in a
bill that spent multiple trillions. There
are policies to help childcare providers
and schools have the flexibility they
need to function.

Second, jobs. Since our Nation has
one foot in the pandemic and one foot
in the recovery, our economic policies
have to acknowledge both sides of that
coin. Chairman GRASSLEY will intro-
duce another round of direct checks for
households at the same amount as be-
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fore, with even more support for fami-
lies who care for vulnerable adult de-
pendents.

Chairmen COLLINS and RUBIO have
designed a sequel to their historic PPP
to help prevent more layoffs of Amer-
ican workers.

Republicans want to continue a Fed-
eral supplement to State unemploy-
ment insurance. In fact, we will pro-
pose a weekly dollar amount that is
eight times what Democrats put in
place when they controlled the White
House and Congress during the great
recession. But we have to do it in a
way that does not slow down reopen-
ing.

We are also going to help this coun-
try pivot into recovery. The American
people don’t just want relief; they want
opportunity so long as the reopenings
can be safe. So Chairman GRASSLEY
will walk through strong economic in-
centives to boost worker retention, get
Americans rehired, and help small
businesses buy the PPE, testing, and
supplies that will protect employees
and customers alike.

Senator ROMNEY has legislation to
help a future Congress ensure our crit-
ical national trust funds remain
strong.

In looking to our long-term jobs fu-
ture, there is no question this pan-
demic has America and our allies reex-
amining our degree of dependence on
China. Chairman GRAHAM is intro-
ducing a package of legislation that
will incentivize PPE manufacturing
right here at home. It will ensure that
our efforts to rebuild our national
stockpile of protective gear actually
benefit American workers instead of
just stimulating China, and it will
bring a heightened focus to other key
concerns, such as high-tech semicon-
ductor manufacturing, critical min-
erals, and intellectual property theft so
that the lessons of this pandemic do
not go unlearned.

Finally, healthcare. Chairmen ALEX-
ANDER, GRASSLEY, and others I have al-
ready named have legislation to keep
America on offense against this virus
for diagnostics, treatments, vaccines,
hospitals and healthcare workers, and
protecting seniors who rely on Medi-
care from premium spikes. Our legisla-
tion supports all of it at continued his-
toric levels.

In tying Kkids, jobs, and healthcare all
together, Senator CORNYN has authored
strong legal liability protections so
that nurses, doctors, charities, school
districts, colleges, and employers can
spend their next months actually re-
opening rather than fighting for their
lives against frivolous lawsuits. We
will preserve accountability in the
event of gross negligence or intentional
misconduct, but we are not going to let
trial lawyers throw a party on the
backs of the frontline workers and in-
stitutions that have fought this new
enemy on the frontlines.

Health, economic assistance, liabil-
ity, and schools—another historic
package for the next phase of this his-
toric national fight.
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To make a law, bipartisan talks need
to come next. So there is one big ques-
tion facing the country right now:
Which version of our distinguished
Democratic colleagues are the Amer-
ican people about to get? Are we going
to get the Democratic Party we got in
March, when our colleagues met us in
good-faith negotiations and worked
with us to turn our framework into a
bipartisan product—the Democrats
who helped us pass the largest rescue
package in American history without
one dissenting vote—or will the coun-
try get the Democratic Party we saw
in June, when our colleagues refused to
suggest amendments or improvements
to Senator TIM SCOTT’s police reform
bill and chose to block the issue alto-
gether?

Their actions last month left some
observers wondering whether the
Democrats had made this cynical
choice to give up on bipartisan legisla-
tion altogether right through Novem-
ber, whether the Democrats had deter-
mined that strengthening our Nation
with bipartisan action might hurt their
political odds and, therefore, it might
suit their fortunes better if pain and
chaos simply continued. I hope that is
completely off base. I know our Demo-
cratic colleagues know this crisis is
still urgent. I know they know Amer-
ican families need more help.

I hope this strong proposal will occa-
sion a real response, not partisan cheap
shots, not the predictable, tired, old
rhetoric as though these were ordinary
times and the Nation could afford ordi-
nary politics. We cannot have a Senate
minority decide in June it is done leg-
islating until November. The pandemic
is not finished. The economic pain is
not finished, so Congress cannot be fin-
ished either.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of William Scott
Hardy, of Pennsylvania, to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of Pennsylvania.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

REMEMBERING JOHN LEWIS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, a
short time ago, a ceremony honoring
the life of the great Representative
John Lewis was held in the Capitol Ro-
tunda—the first time in our Nation’s
history that an African-American law-
maker had laid in state.

Last week, I shared my reflections on
the life and legacy of John Lewis here
on the floor. In the story of America,
John was one of those special heroes
whose moral clarity shown out like a
beacon for others to follow, a North
Star who inspired his fellow Americans
to join him in the glorious work of per-
fecting our Union.

Today, as we honor his extraordinary
life here in the Capitol, many of us—
his friends, his colleagues—are filled
with a deep sense of loss, but I want to
share a short message of hope. It seems
easy to forget that John Lewis was just
a teenager when he started the work of
“redeeming the soul of America,” as he
put it. He was 18 years old when he
first met Dr. King, 21 when he was ar-
rested as a freedom fighter, 25 when he
was beaten bloody on a Sunday in
Selma.

The fight for civil rights has always
been driven by the righteous indigna-
tion of our young people, and our time
is no different. Once again, young peo-
ple across the country are rising in a
mighty movement for justice and
equality, supported by the vast major-
ity of Americans. The memory and leg-
acy of John Lewis’s life lives on in each
and every one of them, and that fills
me with hope.

CORONAVIRUS

Madam President, on a very different
subject, over the past several months,
Senate Democrats have been appalled
that our Republican colleagues have
refused to work with us in any signifi-
cant way to help defeat COVID-19 or
provide relief to Americans during
these unprecedented times.

We do not understand how, faced
with the greatest economic threat in 75
years and the greatest public health
threat in a century, the Senate Repub-
lican majority was content to do al-
most nothing for 3 long months, as
more people died, more were thrown
out of work, more small businesses
went under.

Last week, finally, our Republican
colleagues said they were coming out
with a plan, but even after all the
delay, even after Leader MCCONNELL
put the Senate on pause for 3 months,
Senate Republicans and the White
House were so unprepared and so di-
vided, they couldn’t even agree on a
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proposal among themselves. Ten
weeks—ten weeks after Democrats
passed a comprehensive bill through
the House, Senate Republicans couldn’t
even agree on what to throw on the
wall.

Last week was a slow-motion train
wreck on the Republican side. It
couldn’t have come at a worse time,
and it will cause immense and, poten-
tially, irrevocable damage to our coun-
try.

Protections against evictions expired
last week, at a time when over 12 mil-
lion persons lived in households that
missed the rent payment last month.
Enhanced unemployment benefits for
20 to 30 million Americans out of work
expire this week, without a proper so-
lution.

No matter what we do, States will
not be able to quickly restart any en-
hanced unemployment benefits because
Senate Republicans dithered for what
seems like an eternity.

We are on the precipice of several
cliffs—destructive cliffs—for one rea-
son and one reason only: The White
House and Senate Republicans couldn’t
get their act together and wasted pre-
cious time.

These issues could have been solved
months ago, but the lack of any ur-
gency and understanding and empathy
for people who need help from Senate
Republicans has led us to a very pre-
carious moment.

Today, it seems, we may finally see
the Republican proposal on the next
phase of COVID relief. Who knows if we
will see legislative text or just an out-
line. It also appears the Republican
proposal will not be an actual, coher-
ent bill but rather a series of small,
piecemeal ideas. That is a metaphor for
their first 100 days: lack of unity. They
can’t even put one bill together—they
are so divided—so a few Senators put in
this one, a few Senators put in that
one, a few Senators put in another one.

Not only do we not know if the Presi-
dent supports any of these proposals,
we don’t even know if Senate Repub-
licans fully support them.

Yesterday, the Republican chairman
of the Judiciary Committee said half of
the Republican caucus will vote no on
any additional stimulus.

The greatest crisis America has faced
in close to a century on health, 75
years on the economy, and our Repub-
lican colleagues can’t even agree
among themselves about what to do
and have put out a few piecemeal
pieces that don’t come close to doing
the job.

We have waited months—months for
the Republican COVID relief bill, and it
turns out we will not even get a bill,
and Republicans probably will not sup-
port it.

Worse still, based on reports and
Leader MCCONNELL’s speech just now,
the Republican legislative response to
COVID-19 is totally inadequate. It will
not include food assistance for hungry
kids—kids, whose parents can’t feed
them. They say no relief. How hard-
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hearted. How cruel. Is it that those
wealthy, rightwing people who don’t
want to pay any taxes say Kkids
shouldn’t eat? Because the private sec-
tor ain’t doing it. You need the govern-
ment.

Hazard pay for essential workers,
risking their lives for us—what about
funding for State and local and Tribal
governments? Their budgets are in the
tank. We are approaching a new
month. Many, many, many essential
workers will be laid off—busdrivers and
sanitation workers and firefighters.
The Republican proposal will ignore
not one or two or three but scores of
major crises in America right now.

In addition, based on what the leader
has said, the Republican proposal will
not go nearly far enough, even in the
pieces they try to do something with—
the small number, the disparate num-
ber, the unaggregated number—since
each piece seems to be separate be-
cause they can’t seem to get agreement
among themselves.

When it comes to our schools, the Re-
publican proposal does not provide
enough resources for them to reopen
safely.

Major League Baseball, an organiza-
tion with vastly more resources than
the average school district, has taken
great pains to restart its season safely,
and yet we learned today that 13 play-
ers and staff on 1 team alone have con-
tracted the coronavirus.

How can Republicans ask our schools
to protect the safety of our children
without the necessary resources or
guidance, when multibillion-dollar in-
dustries like baseball are having trou-
ble doing it? And are they just afraid of
President Trump, who wants the
schools to open without any help, for
whatever is in his own head, which
isn’t about the safety of America? The
plan is totally inadequate.

It appears that Senate Republicans
have finally come around to the fact
that the Democratic position on ex-
tending the moratorium on evictions
or it may be just the moratorium on
foreclosures—we will see what is in the
proposal. They have come around to
that, but they don’t support helping
Americans actually afford the rent or
their next mortgage payment. That
makes no sense.

We can prevent landlords or banks
from kicking Americans out of their
homes for another 6 months, but what
then? Those same Americans may be 6
months behind on their rent or mort-
gage. They will have no hope of making
up the difference.

And what will the landlords do? Not
all landlords are big companies. Some
of them, just like in my neighborhood,
are landlords of a two- or three-family
house. If no one can pay the rent, that
hurts them too. How are they going to
pay for heat or electricity?

It is essential that we do what is in
the Democratic Heroes Act and provide
money to pay the rent or the mort-
gages for those thrown out of work,
through no fault of their own, with no
income.
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