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In Columbus, OH—my State’s largest 

city—they are holding eviction courts 
in an arena because there are so many 
people who will be evicted if their un-
employment expires. In the middle of a 
pandemic, we are going to evict people, 
and they are going to go to over-
crowded homeless shelters; they are 
going to go to sleep in their cousins’ 
basements—in the middle of a pan-
demic. What is that going to do? 

I know the President just doesn’t 
think much about the pandemic. He 
has moved on to accusing who knows 
what, calling names, dividing and all 
that, and isn’t paying much attention 
to this pandemic. But, in the middle of 
a pandemic, to cut unemployment is 
just unbelievable. 

We know that, in their plan, there is 
a major cut in unemployment benefits; 
there is no rental assistance that will 
help people pay their rent; there is no 
expansion of the eviction moratorium. 
There is nothing. 

Senator MCCONNELL has had months 
to extend expanded unemployment 
benefits. He has had months to figure 
out what we are going to do on evic-
tions. Yet nothing. I don’t know, when 
I look down that hall—I don’t really 
know—I see lobbyists running out of 
there, asking Senator MCCONNELL to 
get what they get, and they do very 
well every time, apparently. 

Americans want to go back to work. 
People want to go to work, but they 
want to go back to work when it is 
safe. I want our schools to open, but I 
want our schools to open safely. 

President Trump, months into this 
pandemic, still has no plans to protect 
workers. There is one reason people are 
still out of work: President Trump’s 
failure to get this pandemic under con-
trol. 

Now, as they suggest we drop unem-
ployment from $600 to $200—it is not 
alarmist—people can lose their homes. 
A wave of evictions in the middle of 
this pandemic will set back millions of 
families. 

I know it is not something that Sen-
ators do very often, but try to put 
yourself in the shoes of someone who is 
laid off in Akron, OH, or in Eugene, 
OR, or in Hartford, CT. Someone is laid 
off. They get that $600. They can stay 
in their apartments—barely, but they 
can. 

They are paying attention—sort of— 
to what we do here. They do know that 
their unemployment expires at the end 
of July. Then they hear of no plan. 

The Democrats have said: Let’s ex-
tend the unemployment. Let’s do pro-
tections. Let’s do emergency rental as-
sistance. Let’s help our schools. Let’s 
help our local governments. Let’s make 
sure people have enough food on their 
tables. 

They hear nothing from the majority 
party, and people are now beginning to 
understand that maybe the Senate is 
not going to do its job, maybe the 
President really doesn’t care about 
these unemployment benefits. 

Think about the anxiety a family 
faces, the uncertainty of: Is my unem-

ployment going to be there? Am I 
going to be able to stay in my apart-
ment? What am I going to do? How am 
I going to feed my kids? What is going 
to happen with schools? We don’t know 
if they are going to be protected, if my 
kids are going to be safe at school. 

Essentially, the Trump-McConnell 
plan tells people: You are on your own. 

It is time that we, as a body—it is 
time that the Republicans work with 
Speaker PELOSI, work with us, that the 
President pays attention for a moment, 
and we actually take care of people in 
their homes; we take care of workers; 
we take care of people in our schools— 
instead of turning our backs. 

It is time to help families stay in 
their homes. It is time to get people 
the help they need through this pan-
demic. It is time that this body lead 
when the President has failed. 

Their plans don’t come close to being 
enough. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, when 

people talk about this body being fun-
damentally broken under Republican 
leadership, this is exhibit A. This is ex-
hibit A. 

This body has had 2 months to con-
sider legislation that would stand up a 
national effort to squash this pandemic 
once and for all and to make sure that 
people don’t die, don’t go hungry, don’t 
get pushed out into the street at a mo-
ment when unemployment is higher 
than at any time in this country’s his-
tory since the Great Depression. 

We didn’t consider any legislation for 
all of the last work period. We went on 
recess for 2 weeks. Now we are 3 days 
before unemployment benefits expire— 
the additional unemployment bene-
fits—and we are now getting the intro-
duction of what appears to be a dozen 
different pieces of legislation from Sen-
ate Republicans tonight. 

We still don’t have the details, but it 
looks as though there is not one bill 
being introduced but that there are 
about 13 bills being introduced. We 
don’t have enough time before the expi-
ration of unemployment benefits to ne-
gotiate 1 bill—1 bill—never mind 7 or 
10. 

We wasted months of time when 
Democrats and Republicans should 
have been talking together. Instead, 
Senate Republicans were talking 
amongst themselves and have now 
waited until the zero hour to come out 
with a piece of legislation which calls 
for a $400-per-week cut in unemploy-
ment benefits for people who are out of 
work. 

That is the economic stimulus plan: 
a $400-per-week cut for families in this 
country who have been relying on un-
employment benefits because the econ-
omy is not coming back. 

But I come to this floor tonight to 
tell you why the economy is not com-
ing back. It is not because we haven’t 
appropriated enough money. It is be-
cause we are losing the fight against 

the virus. In 15 days, this country has 
gone from 3 million cases to 4 million 
cases, and there is not enough funding 
in these proposals that were just out-
lined in order to help States beat the 
virus. 

We are, once again, experiencing a 
PPE shortage in this Nation. Doctors 
at Memorial City Medical Center in 
Houston are using single-use N95 res-
pirator masks for 15 days before throw-
ing them out. 

Schools are, right now, planning to 
spend $25 billion in order to buy masks 
and cleaning supplies that are esca-
lating in cost. 

There is nowhere close to enough 
money in this legislation to help 
schools get ready. There is nothing in 
this bill that requires the 
operationalization of the Defense Pro-
duction Act to make sure that we are 
producing enough PPE in this country. 

There are still States in this Nation 
that are refusing to open up the health 
insurance systems so more people can 
get access to health insurance. There is 
nothing in these proposals to require 
open enrollment periods in States, to 
make sure that everyone who is con-
tracting this virus has the chance to 
get health insurance. 

The reality is that the States are the 
ones on the frontlines, standing up 
these responses. My State has done 
pretty well, but we are going bankrupt 
in the process. From what I can tell, 
listening to these speeches tonight, 
there is nothing significant in this 
package of bills to help States like 
mine stand up responses. 

So I grieve for families who are going 
to listen to the news tonight and hear 
that Senate Republicans’ stimulus plan 
is to cut their unemployment benefits 
by $400 per week. I also grieve for this 
Nation, knowing that nothing in these 
proposals is significant enough to allow 
States and hospitals and healthcare 
systems to turn around this damaging 
trajectory on the virus, to produce 
enough PPE necessary to do the job, 
and to fix the dangerously broken test-
ing system in this country. 

I plead for my Republican colleagues 
to finally come to the table with 
Democrats in the House and the Senate 
so we can craft something together 
that does the job for families and does 
the job to fix this very, very broken 
healthcare system amidst an advancing 
pandemic. 

VOTE ON HARDY NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Hardy nomination? 

Mr. ROMNEY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mr. SASSE) and the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS). 
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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MARKEY), and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 65, 
nays 30, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 142 Ex.] 
YEAS—65 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Loeffler 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Murphy 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Warner 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—30 

Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Klobuchar 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Leahy 
Markey 

Sanders 
Sasse 

Tillis 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-

LIVAN). The Senator from Alabama. 
Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and that the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING JOHN LEWIS 
Mr. JONES. Mr. President, today 

marks the third day after a pretty 
emotional weekend for the folks of 
Alabama, for the folks of America. 

Earlier this afternoon, we had a cere-
mony in the Capitol Rotunda to pay 
our respects to the late John Robert 
Lewis, a true American hero. 

A native of Alabama, John grew up 
in the cotton fields of Pike County, 
AL, in Troy, to become one of the most 
influential Members of Congress and, 
perhaps, one of the most influential 
Americans this country has ever seen. 

He was a remarkable human being 
whose life and work are examples to us 
all. It is now up to us to carry on, to 
make ‘‘good trouble,’’ to fulfill the 
dream, the promise of a more equal and 
just nation. 

As a son of Troy, AL, John Lewis 
loved our country with all his heart, 

and he set out to make it a stronger, 
more democratic, more equal, more 
just nation for every person. 

To persevere toward that end in the 
face of the hate and violence he so 
often faced is a testament to the 
strength of both the character and the 
heart of John Lewis. 

John was a dear friend to my wife 
Louise and me, and we are both pro-
foundly grateful to have had him in our 
lives. 

John’s long life represented an un-
broken thread from a very painful past 
to a more hopeful future. He gave us all 
reason to hope. More importantly, he 
gave us the courage to pursue the 
bright future we all want for ourselves 
and for our children and for our grand-
children. 

You know, it struck me earlier 
today, as we had one of the most emo-
tional things that I have been a part of 
with John in the Capitol Rotunda: I 
was in Selma, AL, on Saturday 
evening—my last trip with John; I 
have had many—at Brown AME Chap-
el, historic Brown Chapel, for a service. 
Martin Luther King III was there. Con-
gresswoman TERRI SEWELL, a daughter 
of Selma, was there. So many of the 
foot soldiers who marched with John 
were there. I was struck by his passion, 
by his courage, and I thought to my-
self: What can I say that has not al-
ready been said about John Lewis? The 
words just escaped me. 

The following day, we were in Mont-
gomery. John took one last journey 
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, AL. This time, on the other side 
of that bridge, he was met again by 
State troopers from the State of Ala-
bama, but instead of tear gas and billy 
clubs, he was met with salutes as peo-
ple lined the streets, shouting: We have 
got this John. We will carry on. 

Then he went to Montgomery along 
the same path that they marched in 
1965 to make sure that Americans 
could vote, and vote easily, without 
paying a poll tax, without having to 
count jelly beans or guess at the num-
ber of jelly beans in a jar or take an-
other kind of test. 

John marched, and he walked all the 
way from Selma to Montgomery. In 
Montgomery yesterday afternoon, his 
body was placed in the capital of the 
State of Alabama, Montgomery, which 
was the birthplace of the Confederacy, 
the capital of the Confederacy. He had 
to ride past all of those monuments 
that are along the way—and the 
names. 

But on that sunny afternoon, John 
Lewis was brought into the Capitol Ro-
tunda for the State of Alabama—the 
first African American to lie in state in 
the State of Alabama at the capitol. 

Ironically, the last person to lie in 
state at the Alabama capitol was 
George Wallace. What an interesting 
bookend for John’s life—that unbroken 
thread—from a Governor who declared 
‘‘segregation now, segregation tomor-
row, and segregation forever,’’ who in-
stilled lawlessness, all the way to John 
Lewis, who instilled hope and love. 

John Lewis was 25 years old when he 
led a peaceful march across the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma, AL. It 
was in 1965. As he got to the other side 
and was met by Alabama State troop-
ers, he had his skull fractured. He was 
called lawless. They all were. That day 
is now forever known as Bloody Sun-
day. 

You know, change doesn’t wait for us 
to become settled and comfortable, and 
even if we are both of those things, it 
just doesn’t allow us to look the other 
way when justice is on the line. If there 
is one lesson from John Lewis’s exem-
plary life—one from so many—that we 
should heed today, it is that we should 
look to the youngest Americans to 
make good on America’s promise and 
show the rest of us how to fight to 
eradicate injustice. 

When George Floyd took his last 
breath, it was young men and women— 
White, Black, and Brown—who rose up 
and said enough is enough, just like 
1965, following the death of Jimmie Lee 
Jackson, when John Lewis and others 
rose up and said enough is enough; just 
as John did as a 21-year-old Freedom 
Rider, risking his life, traveling by bus 
throughout the South. The ride or 
march—that journey for freedom— 
never ended for him, and it can’t end 
for any of us until we make it right. 

Although John truly believed that 
the moral arc of the universe bends to-
ward justice, he knew that it does not 
bend on its own. John certainly did his 
part to bend that moral arc, but as sig-
nificant as his individual efforts were, 
it was his enlistment of others to join 
him that is going to leave his lasting 
legacy. 

We are all here today in some meas-
ure, in some way, because we joined his 
fight for justice. No matter what side 
of the political aisle you are on, no 
matter where you come from, no mat-
ter what your background, we are all 
here today, in part, because of John 
Lewis, to join a fight for justice. We 
join because it is the right thing to do, 
but also because John showed us the 
way. He showed us the way by his cour-
age, by his determination, and, more 
importantly, by his love. 

John Lewis lived to see the genera-
tion that I believe will lead this Nation 
to our ideals and to fulfill a promise to 
all. Like him, this younger generation 
is protesting peacefully, nonviolently. 
They love this Nation. They love this 
Nation as much as John, and they want 
this Nation to fulfill its obligation of 
equality and justice. 

Some have painted them as lawless 
thugs. They would be wrong. They, too, 
like John, are patriots who want Amer-
ica to move forward to a nation of 
equals—that long dream of a nation of 
equals—and move forward together as 
a nation, together as one. 

In Alabama we saw firsthand the di-
visions that John sought to heal and 
the violence that rose up in opposition 
to his peaceful efforts to make right so 
many wrongs. He loved this country so, 
so much. May his love and his moral 
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